
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on May 14th 2007 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                               C Eickhoff 

                                J Eede 

                               J Harvey               

                       Mrs S Saysell

                               C Crundwell

                       Mr  R Mitchell      

                              K Morton
   Apologies: 

           None received 

  In attendance:

                       Councillor Graham Down, Monmouthshire County Council 
                           Mrs Alison Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones Clerk

                       Three  members of the public

Minute 1981  To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared

Police Report

PC Mason attended the meeting with Sergeant Lomas, who is the Neighbourhood Sergeant.

PC Mason provided the following report covering the period  3rd April -14th May 2007
	CRIMES
	DATE
	BRIEF DETAILS

	Nil
	
	

	RTC’S
	DATE
	DETAILS

	B4235 Wellhead Lodge

B4235 

B4235 Prysgau-bach

B4235
	07/04/07

Sat

08/04/07

Sun

04/05/07

Fri

07/05/07

Mon BH
	Single motorcycle RTC – minor injuries

Motorcycle and car, on bend,  minor injuries

White Van left road, hit lamppost, no injuries.

Vehicle left road, no injuries, 3 arrested, one drink driver and TWOC.



	OTHER
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Suspicious Persons

Wentwood Rave

Three stray horses

Field gate opened


	04/04/07

Wed

08/04/07

Sun

30/4-3/5/7

Mon-Thur

08/05/07

Tues
	Group of five eastern Europeans reported acting suspiciously at the school. Arrested on suspicion of deception at Tintern Post Office.

Number of calls relating to the rave; noise, cars, strangers, unconscious males, etc

Number of calls relating to stray horses, owners not known, referred to MCC.

Deliberately opened owner very concerned.



	TASKS
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Police.uk

Police Surgeries
	May

3rd Sat

10am – 12pm
	Service temporarily suspended, work ongoing on upgraded system. Should be available soon.

At Recreation Hall between 10am to 12md.

Very poor response so far, hope that means 

Residents have no concerns

residents have noresidents have no concerns. 


PC Mason and Sergeant Lomas were questioned by Council Members and provided fuller details of the Rave 

Minute 1982  To approve and sign minutes of the Council Meeting held 

on April 2nd 2007

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 1983 Planning

1. Pentwyn Bach, Newchurch West

Extension to side and rear, alteration to existing dwelling

Recommend approval

2. The Village Shop , Shirenewton

Change of use to ground floor from shop to residential

Recommend refusal by a majority vote on the grounds that it is a loss of amenity to the village and it has not been actively  and realistically marketed for its present/last  use over a reasonable period of time.

3. Ardnog, Shirenewton

Access and driveway (landscaping scheme)

Recommend refusal by a majority vote on the same grounds  that the original application for the driveway was recommended for refusal 

4. 2 Orchard Rise Shirenewton

Amendment to previous plan, to increase the size of dormer window in side elevation

Recommend approval 

The following two applications were in addition to the Agenda items and authority was delegated to the Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council 

5. Land at Great House Farm

Erection of horticultural polytonal

Recommend refusal on the  grounds that while may nor be visible from properties to the South, around Great House Farm, it would be seen by residents living on this site when travelling down the long drive. This is a particularly pleasant tree lined drive and the proposed poly tunnel could have an adverse effect on the character of the surrounding area. It will detract from the countryside and will not blend in. It is assumed that some sort of bowser will be required for water as there is no water on the land.

There could be a problem with developing the existing entrance to accommodate larger vehicles that may be required.

It is also not clear from the application whether this venture will rely on further development to sustain it. Members would have wished to see a viable business plan

6. Larkfield Cottage, Usk Road Earlswood

Renewal of application approved in May 2002

Recommend approval

Minute  1984     To consider Financial Matters

Bills presented for payment:-                                          £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                     367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk 

(Council & Clerk contribution                                    102.82                        

Stationery and Expenses                                               29.53

Church Clock (annual service)                                    129.25

Francis & Co (lease for Recreation Assoc)                  146.88

Village Plan printing

 (from grant monies obtained)                                    1537.63 

It was resolved to make all payments

Minute 1985

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Mr Phil Brabon and ask him to carry out the internal audit of accounts. The scope of the audit was discussed and these requirements will be passed to Mr Brabon

Items of local concern

Minute 1986  To consider any action to be taken regarding the Rave at Wentwood

Members referred to the previous discussion with PC Mason and it was resolved to send a letter outlining the concerns of the Council regarding this matter to the Chief Constable                                                                                                  C/FWD June
Minute 1987   to receive report on meeting with the Welsh Assembley regarding Planning in Wales

Cllr Harvey reported that he had attended a meting during which the problems and issues had been largely identified. There was discussion on how to overcome them and it is intended that there will be a comprehensive Planning Policy for Wales within 9-12 months                                                                                         C/FWD April 2008

Minute 1988   To receive report on additional post box in Shirenewton

Cllr Down reported that he has had a response from the Royal Mail. A site visit is to be arranged. It was the view of the Council that an appropriate site for a second post box could be near the bus stop at Tan House Court as there is a pull-in for cars. Another solution to the problem could be a larger box in place of the existing one.  

                                                                                                               C/FWD June
Minute 1989  To receive report on request for maintenance of school routes

Cllr Down reported that he had attended a meeting with Ruth Rourke at MCC and she had stated that there are no plans to put any more money into footpaths that serve the school because of financial constraints                                                                                                                   
Minute 1990  To receive report regarding the suitability/safety of stiles on Golf Course

Cllr Harvey reported that he has checked all the stiles and they have all been replaced by gates except one. He also reported that there is one gate which proves difficult to open and close. It was resolved that the Clerk will report on these to the Enforcement Officer                                                                                                   C/FWD July

Minute 1991  To receive update on Village Plan

Cllr Eickhoff was very pleased to announce that the Plans had now been printed and a copy was given to all Cllrs. He thanked the team of Cllrs who had participated with particular thanks to Cllr Eede and Cllr Crundwell. The launch of the plan to the public will be at Shirenewton Recreation Hall on June 18th at 8pm when everyone will be welcome to collect a copy (along with a glass of wine).

Cllrs expressed their approval of the way the document was presented  and also their gratitude to Cllr Eickhoff for all his hard work.  

Minute 1991   Clerk’s report 

Update on items carried forward from previous meetings.

The Clerk provided a written report for Members as follows:-

1.   Water Disconnection

As I informed the Council last month Dwr Cymru have submitted a project proposal to have secondary generation at Prysgu Bach and Shirenewton water pumping stations. This apparently will require fuel to be stored and Dwr Cymru are awaiting a response from the Forestry Commission on this aspect.                                               

                                                                                                                  C/FWD June

2.   Allotments

I have spoken with  Debra-Hill Howells who has informed me that she has visited the site and has decided to recommend selling it by tender. This is because there are several parties interested in purchasing it. She will let me know when it will be ready for Individual Cllrs consent.   

                                                                                                                 C/FWD June

3.  Tan House Planning application

The new Case Officer, Tony Grenow, told me last week that he ‘has this application on his list to look at’. Like Emma Langmaid before him he is surprised that the Agents have not been chasing him as the time limit for deciding applications should be eight weeks and MCC have had this application since November 2006. If the application is not determined within this time the Applicant can appeal and has six months do this (from the end of the eight week period). If the Applicant does not withdraw the application then Tony Grenow said it will just ‘hang there’ until it is dealt with. I explained the importance of the Tan House to the inhabitants of the Village and asked that he chase the Agents up sooner rather than later. He said that he would do that last week and if I ring him at the end of this week he will hopefully have more information.                                                                                               C/FWD June

4.  Grass cutting and Moles at Shirenewton play area 

Unfortunately we were not successful in obtaining the CEDS grant. Haines Brothers are now cutting the grass in the playground and at the Friends Burial Ground. However I have not given up hope of obtaining grant money for the replacement grass.                                                                                                          

                                                                                                              C/FWD August

**In the course of trying to obtain money for this project I came across other possible pots of money for providing play equipment. The play area at the Recreation ground would not be suitable for this but Mynyddbach Play area and the Open Space at Bleddyn Close could be considered. If Members agree I could investigate further and put this on the Agenda for discussion next month.

5.  Highways

Another report sent to Highways. Awaiting response. The Highways Maintenance Service is being restructured and it was hoped that this would be completed by the end of April. I have distributed Service Questionnaires from Highways to all Cllrs with envelopes for their return.                                                                            C/FWD June 

6.   Dog Fouling

Notice placed in May edition of Parish Magazine.

The Dog Warden has put signs in the road coming up from the Shop and at the Church but was unable to put signs all around the Church boundary because of lack of posts. I have spoken to the PCC and if provided with the notices they will provide suitable posts in appropriate positions. I have ordered the notices and they should be available in a week or two.                                                                                   C/FWD June

7. Community Council Website

I have at long last received the written decision on the setting up of a Community Website by MCC. Unfortunately it has been decided that the venture is not feasible because the level of interest was low and a number of C  councils were only prepared to go forward if the initiative was funded by the County Council. I will now look again into alternatives.                                                                               C/FWD June

8. Golf Club planning appeal - lighting

Appeal completed and sent in triplicate.                                               COMPLETED

9. Rocks Cottage

Further information provided by Cllrs Harvey and Mitchell. Recommendation for refusal sent to MCC (Authority delegated to Clerk in meeting of April 2nd) 

I have since received a letter from the owner of Rocks Cottage and spoken with his wife. She told me that she and her husband are meeting with the Case Officer to look at making some amendments to the application - at which time the letter may be relevant. I have also invited the Applicants to address the Council for any future application.                                                                                           COMPLETED

10. Best Kept Village Competition

Notice placed in May Edition of Parish Magazine and I will place another for June.

Shirenewton Village has been entered into the Competition with notice given of the building work in the Church and refurbishment at the Tredegar Arms. I have several posters to put up on Notice Boards. I cannot see the point in erecting a flower stand in the centre of the village until the bollards are back in place. These should have been done last week - and I am chasing. 

I have received notice of some areas that require attention e.g. the pavement area outside the Tan House that is blocked (I have already spoken to MCC but will speak to the Landlord concerning the whole area)

The footpath going through Newton Manor requires cutting back

Friends’ Burial ground require cutting (done - and will be done on a fortnightly basis)

Generally - the road sweeper should run through the village to clear away the remains of winter debris.

I would appreciate notification of any area of concern from all Cllrs within the next 14 days. The judging for the Competition will take place between  4th - 29th June.

11.   Mynyddbach Open Space.

I have made the request to MCC for a suitable barrier at Mynyddbach Open Space, in keeping with the area e.g. boulders and lockable gate.  The Direct Works section has been to the site and have apparently suggested that instead of a gate, the cheaper option would be a drop down bar. They are in the process of doing some costings.                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                     C/FWD June

12.   Shirenewton Recreation Association Lease

The Recreation Association has met with  Shirenewton Cricket Club but due to a bereavement of one of the Members of the Cricket Club the follow up to this meeting has not taken place. A resolution is expected within the next two weeks. The match dates that Shirenewton Cricket Club requested have been agreed.

 Minute 1992 items of local concern - information only

Llanmelin Hill Fort

Cllr Morton reported that he and the Clerk had attended a recent meeting with Caerwent Cllrs and CADW and members of Shirenewton Historical Society. Llanmelin Hill Fort has now been purchased by the Welsh Assembly. Plans have been drawn up for a car park. The next stage is for a Management Committee to be set up between Caerwent and Shirenewton councils. Cllrs Morton, Eede and Harvey had agreed to represent Shirenewton. No date has yet been arranged for the first meeting. 

                                                                                                                    C/FWD July

Litter

It was brought to the attention of the Council by a member of the public that there is a lot of litter on the roadside from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton. Cllr Down stated that Mathern Council had arranged to conduct a ‘litter pick’ in their area and he was taking part in this. He suggested that he would be involved if Shirenewton decided to conduct one of their own. It was agreed to carry forward this item           C/FWD June

Horse Signs 

A member of the public requested that signs showing that there could be horses on the road be erected on the road from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton as there were now about 60-70 horses stabled within a 100 yard stretch of the road. It was agreed that the Clerk would speak to Highways concerning signs.                                           C/FWD July

Verges outside school.

Cllr Saysell stated that because of the ongoing parking problems outside the school, the grass verges were being considerably eroded                                    C/FWD June

Church Clock

The clock had stopped but was repaired by Cllr Eickhoff and Mike Penny thus eliminating the need for costly repair by an outside party. Cllrs offered their appreciation to both

Motorbikes in Wentwood                                                                C/FWD June

Removal of Call Boxes

County Cllr Down reported that BT had wanted to remove some call boxes from the area. Cllr Down wrote asking them to reconsider. As a compromise BT are prepared to let the boxes remain but will withdraw the cash facility. The phones will continue to accept cards, 100 and 999 calls. Making this change is the alternative to losing the boxes completely. One is at Gaerllwyd Farm.

Community Council Notice Boards

The Clerk reported that Minutes were regularly being removed from the Notice Board outside Earlswood Hall. She had assumed that someone was taking them to read each month and forgetting to return them. However this month the notice of the Council’s Annual meeting was removed. 

Cllrs agreed that they were happy for the Community to use the Council Notice Boards but a notice should be put on the Boards asking people not to remove Council documents.

The Clerk reported that the notice board at Earlswood was in need of repair and was authorised to get the work carried out.

 Minute 1993  to confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed as being June 4th 2007 

Chairman…………………………..

                                                                                   Date……………………….



