
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on June 4th 2007 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                       Mrs J Morgan

                              C Eickhoff 

                               J Eede 

                               J Harvey               

                       Mrs S Saysell

                              C Crundwell

                       Mr   R Mitchell      

                               K Morton

                         Ms S Bushell

   Apologies: 

                         Ms B Moore

  In attendance:

                       Councillor Graham Down, Monmouthshire County Council 
                           Mrs Alison Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       6  members of the public

Minute 1994    To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

County Cllr Down declared an interest in the Planning item relating to Shirenewton School. He is a governor of the School.

Police Report from PC Mason

	CRIMES
	DATE
	BRIEF DETAILS

	Theft

Criminal Damage at

Shirenewton School
	09/05/07

Wed

22/05/07

Tues

(04/06/07

Mon)
	Btn 10.30am and 11am theft of engine crane, 4 tractor tyres and drag chains stolen from a field off the Usk Road.

Problems on site during weekends and again during half term, where damage has been caused to school property.

	RTC’S
	DATE
	DETAILS

	B4235 Huntsman
	29/05/07

Tues
	Landrover overturned, single vehicle RTC, minor injury to driver.



	OTHER

OTHER
	DATE
	DETAILS

	B4235 with Wayloed Lane
	17/05/07

Thurs 


	Flat bed truck stuck on incline at junction. Reported to Traffic Management and CSAT.



	TASKS
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Police.uk

Police Surgeries

PACT Meeting


	June

3rd Sat

10am – 12pm

Mon 16 July
	Service temporarily suspended, work ongoing on upgraded system. Should be available soon.

PC Mason and a Community Councillor are at the Recreation Hall between 10am and 12md on the third Saturday of the month.

At Recreation Hall, starting 7pm.. 

Will be advertised locally.




Minute 1995  To approve and sign minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held 

on May 14th 2007

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

with the following amendment

Minute 1978 change to ‘the Financial statement presented a true and fair record of the Council’s financial position’
Minute 1996  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on May 14th 2007

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendments.

Minute 1983 Planning application for Land at Great House Farm

After  ‘Recommend refusal’ add the following comments:-

The tunnel is very large and while it may not be visible from properties to the South, around Great House Farm, it would be seen by residents living on this site when travelling down the drive. This is a particularly pleasant tree lined drive and the proposed poly tunnel could have an adverse effect on the character of the surrounding area. It will detract from the countryside and it will not blend in. It is assumed that some sort of bowser will be required for water as there is no water on the land.

It is not clear from the application whether this venture will rely on further development to sustain it. Members would have wished to see a viable business plan.

There could be a problem with developing the existing entrance to accommodate larger vehicles that may be required.

Minute 1987  Amend Assemble to read Assembly

Add ‘meeting’  Cllr Harvey reported that he had attended a meeting 

 Minute 1997  Planning

1. Shirenewton Primary School

Free standing 8 metre flag pole

Recommend approval

The following three applications were additional items to the circulated Agenda and authority was delegated to the Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council

2. The Oaks Farm, Red House Lane, Shirenewton

Demolish existing dwelling and replace with 5 bedroom property

Recommend approval

3. Land adjacent to Great House Farm

The Coach House

Change of use from agricultural to garden

Recommend approval with the condition that use of area is restricted to garden for the Coach House and the recommendation that the footpath remains in its current position.

4. The Oaks Farm, Red House Lane, Shirenewton

Conversion and extension of traditional farm buildings to residential and tennis court. 

Revised plans. 

Recommend approval

5. To consider response to Appeal from Beacon Estates against refusal by MCC for change of use of field construction of hard standing/turning adjacent to entrance gate structure located at housing development formerly known as Shirenewton Golf Club

It was resolved that previous comments should be reiterated. Also that there appears to be adequate turning points either at the top of the new farm road or at the bottom of the new farm road where a new agricultural building has been constructed
6. To consider response to Appeal from S Wright against refusal by MCC for stables and manege at Barn 4 Pen-yr-heol Farm Penycaemawr

It was resolved that previous comments are reiterated. It was noted that this appeal appears to be against procedural matters.

7. To consider letter of complaint regarding The Roost at Great House Farm. 

Last month permission was granted on a storage shed with the condition that ‘it shall only be used for purposes ancillary to the allotment/orchard and for purposes incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling, The Roost‘. The property is now advertised for sale with the shed listed as ’a separate annex/office‘.

It was resolved that the Clerk will furnish the Enforcement Department at MCC with this information

Minute  1997     To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                          £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                     367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk 

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                  102.82                        

Stationery and Expenses                                               20.70

Llanfair landscapes                                                       60.00

Playground Insurance                                                1362.67

SLCC Membership                                                       85.00

It was resolved to make all payments

Payment of  a late invoice for payment of £47 was presented from Mr Haines for repair to Notice Board which was an addition to the circulated Agenda 

It was agreed to make this payment

b)  To Consider Investment Strategy 

The Clerk stated that all Councils should have an Annual Investment strategy but due regard must be given to the fact that any investments should give priority to liquidity and security rather than to yield . This Council does not have huge amounts to invest to obtain a better yield. The money currently held in the HSBC is secure. She has looked into investing into slightly higher yield accounts and the minimum investment is £5000 for 6 months. She suggested that as the carry forward figure is in the region of £8000 it would not be prudent to tie up £5000 for six months at this time. 

It was resolved to adopt this strategy for this financial year 

Cllr Bushel requested that these details should be put on a pro-forma and attached to the minutes

Items of local concern

Minute 1998   Report on site visit for additional post box in Shirenewton

Cllr Down reported that he had written to the Collections Support Manager at the Royal Mail on May 9th requesting a date for a site meeting. As he had not received a response he wrote a follow up letter on 31st May and is awaiting a response   C/FWD

Minute 1999   To consider Community Council recess in August

It was stated  that many Councils do not hold a meeting in August and as some Cllrs are on holiday during that month it may be a good idea for this Council to fall in line with other Councils. However it was also stated that this could be problematic with regard to Planning applications received. The Community Council has only twenty one days in which to respond to MCC. 

It was resolved to continue with the current meetings of one each month

It was also agreed that the October meeting will be held on October 15th instead of October 1st as the Clerk will not be available.

Minute 2000    To consider letter from Recreation Association

The Clerk had circulated correspondence received from the Cricket Club stating that they owned the land on which the Recreation Association shed was built. Also circulated was a letter from the Shirenewton Recreation Association stating that they were unable to reach an amicable agreement with the Cricket Club regarding ownership and management of the shed. 

The Clerk stated that she had again contacted Robert Crane at MCC Legal Department who reiterated that in his opinion the Cricket Club did not own the land. She had previously sent copies of the Leases and background to him. All Members agreed that they felt that the land did not belong to the Cricket Club but was held in Trust for Community use.

It was resolved that Cllr Harvey would investigate the legal position with One Voice Wales

It was further resolved that Cllr Harvey would contact the Chairman of the Recreation Association to determine who was on the Committee at the time that permission was given for the shed to be erected

A further letter had been received from the Recreation Association requesting the siting of temporary storage facilities until the matter was concluded

This was agreed in principle dependant upon the size of the building 

                                                                                                                   C/FWD July

Minute 2001  To consider possibility of grant money available for play equipment at Mynyddbach
The Clerk had arranged a site meeting with MCC who may be able to help with obtaining grant money for play equipment in Mynyddbach. The area that may be suitable would be at Bleddyn Close or the old play area. 

It was resolved that if grant money was available a small study of needs would be carried out                                                                                                C/FWD July                                                                           

Minute 2002  To consider solutions for litter problem on roadside from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton

This item was brought to the Council by a member of the public. Cllrs noted that much of the rubbish appeared to be the remains of the contents of broken black bin bags. The suggestion was made that to a large extent house holders should be responsible for clearing up any rubbish left behind by the rubbish men. A new project has begun called ‘Cleaner Safer Monmouthshire‘. Monmouthshire and Torfaen Youth Offending Team and Gwent Probation have been commissioned to provide graffiti and litter removal services. This project uses the unpaid work that offenders carry out as part of a community order 

It was resolved that the Clerk would contact the Monmouthshire Community Safety Officer regarding the new project                                         C/FWD July

Minute  2003   To consider solution for the reinstatement of the grass verges that have been eroded by cars parking outside the school

It was stated that the verges outside the school are in are very poor condition 

It was resolved that Cllr Eickhoff would meet with the Head teacher to discuss the matter                                                                                            C/FWD July

Minute 2004  To consider the problems arising from motorbikes using Wentwood

Nuisance is being caused to residents by the motorbikes. Scramble motorbikes are using footpaths. This matter has been previously raised and PC Mason suggested  that details should be recorded by the public of any vehicle registration numbers of the vans that drop off the bikes and also of the drop off points. The situation still remains.    

It was resolved to approach PC Mason again                                  C/FWD July

Minute 2005   Clerk’s report 

Update on items carried forward from previous meetings.

The Clerk provided a written report for Members as follows:-

1     Rave at Wentwood

I have had a telephone call from Superintendent Jon Burley of Gwent Police. He has agreed to give a presentation to the Council if that is the wish of Members. He has told me that the equipment confiscated at the Rave is to be sold to help pay for the damage caused. He anticipates that all the offenders will have been through the Court proceedings by September and I have tentatively arranged for him to attend a meeting in October ( if Cllrs are happy with this)                                           
It was agreed that there was no requirement for Superintendent Burley to attend the meeting. Members would be happy with a written response outlining future plans to stop such an event happening again                                                C/FWD July
2.   Allotments

Still waiting for news of  the report that Debra Hill Howells said she is writing

In view of the ongoing problems the Clerk is experiencing in getting any response from Deborah hill Howells, Members agreed that a written complaint should be made to her boss, Mr Steve Greenslade                                                        C/FWD July

3.  Tan House Planning application

The Case Officer, Tony Grenow wrote to the Agents last week requesting that they formally withdraw the application if they do not want to proceed. He has not had a reply but will chase it up in a few weeks                                            C/FWD July
4.  Community Council Website

I have received a quote from IK which is apparently reduced for Parish Councils. It would be approximately £55 plus VAT to set up a simple website and I am looking into this further to see if it would cover all our needs                        C/FWD July

5.  Highways

All complaints have been sent to Highways and confirmation received that road repairs are on the list of works.                                                          C/FWD August

Bollards outside Tredegar Arms. This large yellow bollards that have recently been put in place are a temporary measure (the orange and white cones were removed by an unknown party!) A special works order has been issued today to replace these with a permanent bollard of a new type, not previously used anywhere in the County. The new bollards are the flat type which are  reflective and solar. They are much more expensive than the traditional type but MCC fell that it will be more economical in the long run in view of the number of times the traditional bollards have been replaced. The new bollards are slimmer and will apparently ‘bounce back’ if hit!                                    

                                                                                                              C/FWD July

Buddleia at Tan House Court. At last the large bush that was blocking the pavement at 

the rear of the Tan House has been cut down by MCC and the roots poisoned to eliminate further growth. Exactly the same process was followed last year so we will have to hope that this time will be more successful                              COMPLETED                                    

6.   Dog Fouling

Notice placed in June edition of Parish Magazine. I have passed the requested signs to a Member of the PCC and he has placed them in acceptable positions near the Church

I have also put  replacement signs on the Recreation ground                COMPLETED
7. Best Kept Village Competition

Notice placed in June Edition of Parish Magazine .

Highways contacted re bollards

Environmental Health contacted - road sweeper 

Footpaths section contacted - paths running to Newton Manor & path running from School Hill

Landlord of Tan House contacted - car park, play area,  grassed area and buddleia blocking pavement.                                                                           COMPLETED

8.   Mynyddbach Open Space.

I have made the request to MCC for a suitable barrier at Mynyddbach Open Space, in keeping with the area e.g. boulders and lockable gate.  The Direct Works section has been to the site and have apparently suggested that instead of a gate, the cheaper option would be a drop down bar. They are in the process of doing some costings. I am still waiting for contact from Deborah Hill Howells regarding this.   C/FWD July                                                                                                                             
9. Repair to Notice Board at Earlswood Hall

Repaired                                                                                                  COMPLETED

Minute 2006    items of local concern - information only

Traffic calming measure                                                                             C/FWD July 
Light on Church steps behind war memorial is not working. Cllr Down will look into this                                                                                                               C/FWD July

Fenced off area on Recreation field. 

Cllr Crundwell reported that he had been approached as to the reason why the playgroup fenced area could not have been sited at the side of the Recreation Hall. The Clerk stated that she had been informed that it was sited after consultation with the playgroup Leader. At first sight the side of the Recreation Hall seemed a good idea but there is no shaded area there. The area chosen has some shelter from the sun with the trees. If the area at the side of the Hall had been used it would prevent the use of a marquee in the future. Also it would have interfered with the cricket boundary.

Complaint about hedgerows overgrowing

The Clerk reported that she had been approached about concerns of overgrown hedgerows in Earlswood and Shirenewton.

It was agreed that Cllr Eickhoff would approach the resident in Earlswood and the Clerk will contact Highways regarding the Shirenewton Hedgerows   

Concern was expressed by some Members that a Cllr chose to leave meetings early without explanation or apology. The Chairman asked that this view be included in the Minutes.

The Clerk asked that the Chairman remind all Members that if unable to attend a meeting then an apology should be sent.        

Correspondence

Woodland Trust       Walk around Wentwood June 11th
MCC     Citizen Centred Community Leadership Conference July 5th
Local Health Board  Public Consultation draft Gender Equality Scheme

Wye Valley Woodland Celebration              Launch of two new publications

Wales Coastal Access Improvement programme

Minute 2007  to confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed as being July 2nd  2007 

Chairman…………………………..

                                                                                 Date……………………………….



