
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on July 2nd 2007 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              C Eickhoff 

                               J Eede 

                               J Harvey               

                       Mrs S Saysell

                              C Crundwell

                       Mr   R Mitchell      

                               K Morton

                         Ms S Bushell

   Apologies: 

                         Mrs J Morgan

                         Councillor Graham Down, Monmouthshire County Council 
  In attendance:

                       Ms Glynis MacDonald

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       2  members of the public

Minute 2008    To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared

Police Report from PC Mason

	TASKS
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Police.uk

Police Surgeries

PACT Meeting


	-

Sat 

21/07/07

10am – 12pm

Mon 16 July
	Facility withdrawn, reverting back to Ringmaster system.

PC Mason and a Community Councillor are at the Recreation Hall between 10am and 12md on the third Saturday of the month.

At Recreation Hall, starting 7pm.. 

Will be advertised locally.




	RTC’S
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Nil
	
	

	OTHER
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Suspect male

Disorder

B4235 Tree

Great Barnett’s Wood
	11/06/07

Mon

24/06/07

Sun

22/06/07

Fri

26/06/07

Tues 
	Offering aerial photos for sale, door to door.

Report of 20-25 people fighting at Barn Dance.

Tree over hanging road Pandy Mill. MCC.

Male acting strangely in wood, pining pornographic material to trees.

	TASKS
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Police.uk

Police Surgeries

PACT Meeting


	-

Sat 

21/07/07

10am – 12pm

Mon 16 July
	Facility withdrawn, reverting back to Ringmaster system.

PC Mason and a Community Councillor are at the Recreation Hall between 10am and 12md on the third Saturday of the month.

At Recreation Hall, starting 7pm.. 

Will be advertised locally.




Minute 2009  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  June 4th 2007

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

 Minute 2010 Planning

1.  Oxpool Cottage, Earlswood

      Stable Block comprising two stables, tack room and small storage barn

      Recommend approval

2.  13 Clearview, Shirenewton

      Two storey extension to rear of property and replacement porch

      Recommend approval

Minute  2011     To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                          £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                     367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk 

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                  102.82                        

Stationery and Expenses                                              49.08       

MCC Play area inspection                                            70.50                                                                                                                  

It was resolved to make all payments

b) To consider annual subscription to Shirenewton Historical Society, £15 p.a.

It was resolved to pay the membership fee of £15 plus a donation of £10

Items of local concern

Minute 2012   Report on site visit for additional post box in Shirenewton

Cllr Down had reported to the Clerk that he has had contact with the Collections Manager in Cardiff who has apologised for the delay but he is dealing with a large number of queries so is taking longer than normal to deal with matters. He hopes to get back in touch soon.                                                                        

 It was resolved to carry the item forward to the next Agenda

Minute 2013   To consider Inspection Report of play area in Shirenewton

The Clerk reported that she had arranged for this to be carried out by MCC at a cost of £70.50. In previous years Allianz Cornhill had carried out the Inspection at a cost of £250. Some items required repair/cleaning. The work will be required to be done quickly to comply with conditions of Insurance policy.

It was resolved that the Clerk would get estimates for the work and advise the Insurance Company of the work being carried out.

Minute 2014    To consider proposals for car parking problems outside Shirenewton School 

Cllr Eickhoff had met with the Head of Shirenewton School and Members of MCC at County Hall. Access to the school has always been a problem. Solutions had been sought since 1999. In 2006 the parking situation was condemned in a Health & Safety report. The LEA policy is that cars do not go on to school premises but this is impossible to adhere to at Shirenewton school. He reported that in 2009, 29 parking places will be required for staff at the school. There is potential for grants for Safe Routes to School but it appears that nothing is available for Car parking facilities.  The Governing Body has now produced two possible solutions to the parking problem which were discussed by Community Council Members. One involved car parking on school grounds and the other involved car parking on an adjoining field. Not all Cllrs were in favour of either plan. Some Cllrs felt that other solutions should be considered. The safety of the Children must be paramount. The Chairman suggested that Cllrs should put forward possible solutions 

It was resolved that Cllr Harvey will write a letter to the Governing Body

Minute 2015  To receive update on repair of solar powered light near Shirenewton Church 

Cllr Down had informed the Clerk that he had requested on June 5th that the light should be replaced with one connected to the mains supply but has not yet had a reply                                                                                  

It was resolved to carry the item forward to the next Agenda

Minute 2016     To consider any further action to be taken on the closure of the shop  

While it was felt that there should be a plan of action if the shop closed permanently, it was also agreed that the sale of the shop should not be undermined in any way. An application has been submitted for change of use to residential premises but the application  currently does not fall in line with the UDP.

It was resolved that a working party, consisting of Cllrs Saysell, Eickhoff, Crundwell and Harvey should be set up to look at examples of Community shops                                                 

Minute 2017  To consider traffic calming measures  

Following the results of the Village questionnaire, Cllr Eickhoff produced a draft plan for traffic calming measures which he had previously circulated to all Cllrs for comments.

It was resolved that Cllr Eickhoff would incorporate suggestions and 

it should be submitted to MCC through County Cllr Down

Minute 2018      To consider converting Mynyddbach picnic area into / wildlife / environmental/ community/ area

Cllr Crundwell suggested that the area be used by the Community for a fruit  orchard with the Community able to pick the fruit for their own use.

The Clerk advised that grant money may be available for the planting of trees or for plans that would help the environment.

It was resolved that Cllr Crundwell would work with the Clerk to form a plan to be submitted to  Members  

Minute 2019   To consider more regular maintenance of War Memorial steps and path to Church

Cllr Saysell reported that this area had in the past been cleared in the Summer by two volunteers. However  

they were finding difficulty with this

The Clerk stated that historically the Council had paid for the clearance of the weeds before Armistice day each year at approximate cost of £65. 

It was resolved that the Council will pay for the clearance of the weeds now.

It was further resolved that the Council will pay for clearance of this are twice a year in future - once in November and once in May/June.

Minute 2020  To consider notice from MCC that from next season grass cutting service will not be free of charge and to consider possible alternative arrangements                                                         

The Clerk had received a letter from MCC stating that from the next mowing season free grass cutting will cease. MCC are willing to offer a fortnightly service at a cost of £1825 plus VAT. 

Cllr Harvey made reference to an agreement that had been made in 1992 and said he would furnish the Clerk with details.

Members felt strongly that it was wrong of MCC  to expect the Community Council to maintain ground which belonged to MCC.

It was  resolved that the Clerk would write to MCC challenging their right to withdraw from the grass cutting arrangement

Minute 2021   Clerk’s report 

Update on items carried forward from previous meetings. The Clerk provided a written report for Members as follows:-

1     Rave at Wentwood

As I did not receive a reply to the letter I sent to the Chief Constable on 22nd May 2007 , I telephoned the office of Superintendent Jon Birley on 13th June. (He had previously told me that the letter would be passed to him as Officer in Charge.) I arranged with his Secretary to, e mail him a copy of the letter.

Jon Birley was away from the office all last week and was in a meeting today when I phoned. His Secretary said she will leave a message on his mobile for him to contact me.

  E mail received from Superintendent Burley (copy attached)

2.   Allotments

Tried to contact Debra Hill Howells again but she is out of the office and as her calendar had not been updated the admin staff did not know when she would be back in the office. 

Letter of complaint written to Steve Greenslade                                                       C/FWD Aug
3.  Tan House Planning application

Tony Grenow on holiday until mid July.                                                                      C/FWD Aug
4.  Community Council Website

I have not progressed this as from the response regarding a website from residents attending the Village Plan launch it would appear that this would not be well used.               

 Members felt that it would be a good idea to set up a website. Past experiences had shown that once people were used to its existence they used it.                                                             C/FWD Aug                                                                                                                                            

5.  Highways
Bollards outside Tredegar Arms. 

Chased up (ref 46781) Order for work has been placed but no date yet set for work to be carried out                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                          C/FWD Aug

Correction to signs of Welsh spelling of Shirenewton

I have chased this on a regular basis. Unfortunately, Brian Cleary who I have been dealing with has been sick for the last couple of months. His temporary replacement only took over two weeks ago and is now working through a large backlog    

                                                                                                                                               C/FWD Aug

Village signs Earlswood / Mynyddbach   

See 8 above                                                                                                                               C/FWD Aug 
6.   Play park /Mynyddbach Open Space/Picnic area

I have had two site meetings with Amy Priest (Play Development Officer from MCC) and Pam Lloyd (Rural Community Action). We visited  the Open Spaces field at Mynyddbach, the picnic site at Mynyddbach (formerly the play area) and the Play area at Shirenewton. It would appear that the Bleddyn Close field may be suitable for a grant to set up a play area. Also it may be possible to obtain a grant for updating the equipment in Shirenewton. 

I have discussed a plan of action with the Play Development Officer. In order to find out what the children in the villages want I have arranged a meeting in the Recreation Hall on Monday 13th August at 10 am. I have put a notice in the Parish magazine and put up some notices in the Recreation Hall. I am awaiting  posters and flyers from MCC. The posters will be put in relevant places. Shirenewton School has agreed to distribute leaflets before the end of term as will Playgroup and Sunday School.   

 The meeting will be run by the Play Development Officer and the Clerk hoped that Cllrs would also attend                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                       C/FWD Sept
7. Planning Aide Memoire

In order to regularise the information provided to the Council by Members delegated to visit the sites of Planning Applications, I have devised a form to be completed. This is very much a work in progress and I hope Cllrs will make suggestions for improvement.

8. Golf Club Appeal

Appeal comments sent. Appeal decision should be made within 16 weeks of start date (15th May)  when written representations are requested. A site visit will be carried out and we should expect a decision by 4th September. I have requested that we are notified.                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                     C/FWD Oct
9. The Roost, Great House Farm

I sent information to the Enforcement Officer regarding the sales particulars. He has responded by letter that there has been no breach of planning control at present. The building at the Roost can be advertised as an ‘Annexe’ as long as the use is ancillary to the dwelling.                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                              COMPLETED                          

10. Recreation Association 

The Recreation Association have been able to trace their Minutes for the Year 1988, the year the shed was erected. In the Minutes of 15th February 1988, the Chairman at the time emphasised in a ratified recorded Minute ’that the building should remain the property of the Recreation Association’  Following a letter to this effect being sent to the Shirenewton Cricket Club, Mr Robert Thomas asked for a meeting with Cllr Harvey when he agreed that in view of the new information, Shirenewton Cricket Club did not have a case for ownership of the shed or the land on which it stood.

 The  Clerk reported that  she had been advised by the Recreation Association that they had taken advice from Judith Burke of Francis & Co. They had provided documents and information to the Solicitor who was confident that the Shirenewton cricket Club did not have a claim on either the storage shed or the land on which it stood.                                                                                                         COMPLETED       

11. Litter problem on roadside from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton

Spoke to Inspector Dave Moses (Monmouthshire Community Safety Officer) who set up the scheme for litter picking. He said he would e mail me a form but didn’t so I contacted the One Stop Shop. I was told that the person who deals with this is off sick but they will try and find someone else to deal with it                          

                                                                                                                                                 C/FWD Aug

12. Water disconnection - new generators- update.                                                                                            
I spoke again with Dwr Cymru who have no further information at this time. However the Unit Manager will send an e mail to ask for an update and then pass the information on to me                          C/FWD Aug                                                                     
Minute 2022 Items of local concern - information only

The Clerk reported that she had only become aware of the situation at the Grondra when she received phone calls and e mails from a News Agency who wanted a comment on the situation. Cllrs were also unaware of the situation.

The Grondra is a Grade II listed building. A lot of work has been carried out by the new owner without the necessary planning consent. Planning Department received an anonymous tip off. They made several attempts to access the building but had to obtain a warrant to gain entry. The owner had apparently been advised by his architect that permission was required but had chosen to ignore it.

There is a 17th Century Cottage attached to the Grondra which has been ripped apart. An open courtyard has had the flagstones removed and it has been enclosed. The wood panelling has been removed. A  swimming pool has been put in at the rear along with a six car garage. 

MCC Planning took the owner to Court where he pleaded guilty. As the maximum fine in a Magistrates Court would be £20,000 the case was referred to Crown Court. The case was heard last week in Cardiff . The Judge said that if he set the fine then it would run into hundreds of thousands of pounds and he was afraid that the Owner would pay the fine but not put the building back as it was originally when he bought it. The judge there suspended sentencing for six months and will visit the property himself within the next week or two. He has said he expects to see  that the owner has made some positive steps to returning the building to its previous state.

The Clerk said that Planning Dept has asked her for as much information as possible about the House and the Shirenewton Historical Society had been very helpful with this.

Cllr Harvey said he was still in contact with a previous owner and would ask if he had any photographs of the house, particularly of the interior.

It was agreed that Planning Department should be congratulated on their investigation and the Clerk should send a letter to this effect. However Cllrs also felt that they should have been informed of proceedings and the Clerk was asked to request that Planning Dept keep them up to date with any future developments.

Tredegar Arms

The Clerk told Members that for every person who complained about the colour of the Tredegar Arms, there was a person who liked it. She had consulted Planning Dept and was told that as the building was not listed there could be no insistence on the colour remaining white - even though it was in  conservation area. 

There is apparently going to be a large steel chimney erected above the kitchen which Planning Dept say would require permission. However Planning permission has not yet been sought by the owners

It is not yet clear whether or not all of the area which has now been fenced off actually belongs to the TA.    

Llanmelin Hill Fort

The inaugural meeting of the Committee has not yet been arranged. The Clerk will contact Caerwent to try and set up the meeting. 

Safe Routes to School

The Route from Mynyddbach has now been repaired again. Unfortunately it seems to require repair every time it rains heavily. It would appear that when the initial work was carried out it was not done to a high enough standard. There are grants available for Routes to school. Cllr Eickhoff will look at this aspect in conjunction with the solution of the parking problem at Shirenewton School

Upper Tump Farm

Again the road is very bad. The Clerk will contact Highways

Correspondence

MCC Outline edition Regional Transport Plan

Letter from resident congratulating Council on the Village Plan 

One Voice Wales 2007 Conference and AGM on Saturday 13th October, Llandrindod Wells 
South Monmouthshire Area Committee Meeting Wednesday 11th July
Lower Wye Committee meeting Friday 6th July at 10 am 

One Voice Wales Mon/Newport Area Committee Thursday 19th July, Usk. Meeting devoted to a training taster session delivered by Planning Aid Wales

Revised Members’ Code of Conduct  (copy to be handed to all Cllrs)

Minute 2023  to confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed as being August 6th 2007 

Chairman…………………………..

                                                                                                                     Date……………………………….



