
                                                                                                                                                                                                   Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on August 6th 2007 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                              C Crundwell

                       Mr   R Mitchell      

                               K Morton

           Apologies: 

                  Mrs S Saysell       

                          J Eede 
                          C Eickhoff 

                 Cllr Down, Monmouthshire County Council

The Chairman received a letter of resignation from Cllr Joanna Morgan. The Clerk was requested to organise the notification to the public of the vacant seat in the Shirenewton Ward.

In attendance:

                       Mrs Alison  Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       Five members of the public
Minute 2024    To Disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared

Police Report from PC Mason

Relevant Dates: From:     3rd July 2007 
To:     6th August 2007
	CRIMES
	DATE
	BRIEF DETAILS

	Prowler

Dwelling - Burglary
	31/07/07

Tues

04/08/07

Sat
	Male seen to rear of house at 1am, shouted at and he ran off. No damage, or theft.

House entered, rear door left insecure, ground floor searched and property stolen, cash and laptop.

	RTC’S
	DATE
	DETAILS

	B4235 Prysgaubach

B4235 one mile from Racecourse
	14/07/07

Sat

25/07/07

Wed
	Single vehicle lost control on bend, vehicle overturned. Minor injuries.

Single vehicle lost control on bend, vehicle overturned. Minor injuries.

	OTHER
	DATE
	DETAILS

	Suspect vehicle

St Pierre Great Wood

Suspicious vehicle

Parking problem

Lost Horse
	21/07/07

Sat

22/07/07

Sun

22/07/07

Sun

28/07/07

Sat

01/08/07

Wed
	Vehicle spotted whilst on patrol, 3 markers on PNC

Report of off-road motorcycles.

Purple Ford Escort P-reg seen in the area.

Top of Weyloed Lane, driver advised.

Brown and white Welsh Cob, yearling.

	TASKS
	DATE
	DETAILS


	Police.uk

Police Surgeries

PACT Meeting


	-

Sat 

21/07/07

10am – 12pm

Mon 16 July
	Facility withdrawn, reverting back to Ringmaster system.

PC Mason and a Community Councillor are at the Recreation Hall between 10am and 12md on the third Saturday of the month.

Priorities: Top Three

1.
Speed of motorcycles B4235

2.
Speed of traffic lanes Earlswood

3.
Accessibility of police (Call Centre)




Minute 2025  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  July 2nd 2007

The Minute of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

 Minute 2026 Planning

1.  Seaview Nursery

The applicants and objectors attended the Council meeting. The applicants provided another set of drawings which they said were ones that they had substituted for the ones that  had been sent to the Community Council. They said that a copy of these were with MCC now. The basic difference between the plans appeared to be that the ridge height has been lowered back to the original level. The Members voted on the substituted plans. Objectors made the point that it was unfair to them because it was only at the Community Council meeting that they became aware of any new plans 

Recommend approval with conditions, by a majority vote

Conditions that should apply are:-

1.  There should be a solid screen to prevent noise travelling through and it should be of suitable height so that people are not overlooked

2.  There should be an avoidance of intrusive lighting

3.  The ridge height should be stepped (as per substituted plans provided to the Community Council by the applicants)

To receive result from Planning Inspectorate on  Golf Club Appeal for lamp posts

Appeal Dismissed on 10th July. Decisions are final  and can  be challenged on legal points only.

The Clerk reported that she had checked with Enforcement and they wrote to Beacon Estates last  Friday requesting an timetable for the removal of the lamp posts. Enforcement will attempt to get them removed amicably but  if this is not done they will serve notice to have them removed.

Minute  2027     To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                          £                                 

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                   367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk 

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82                        

Stationery and Expenses                                                                            49.08       

Membership & Donation Shirenewton Historical Society                        25.00                                                                 

         Mr Haines Cleaning of War memorial steps and path to Church     76.38

To consider payment for Clerk to attend Welsh Conference SLCC          47.00

September 12th
It was resolved to make all payments

Items of local concern

Minute 2028   Report on site visit for additional post box in Shirenewton

Cllr Down not present so C/FWD to next meeting                                                                   C/FWD

Minute 2029   To consider appointment of Member as Environment Officer for Community Council

Cllr Crundwell said he would prepare a report on what the Office should cover. 

It was resolved to carry appointment forward to next meeting after report                      C/FWD

Minute 2030 To consider cost of repair/cleaning required in Shirenewton play area

The Clerk reported the cost of repairs totalled £625. This included replacing a roof panel on the slide, maintenance of safety surface, seat and hedges.

It was resolved that the Clerk should arrange for the work to be carried out.             C/FWD

The Clerk reported that she had been informed this evening that an urgent repair was required on the slide. It was suggested that the slide had been vandalised.

It was resolved that the Clerk be authorised to arrange for the work to be carried out 

It was further resolved that the Clerk would arrange for the CCTV to be checked                   C/FWD

Minute 2031 To consider update on letter to Shirenewton School governing body concerning solutions to parking problems

Cllr Harvey  has written but has not yet received a reply                                                       C/FWD
Minute 2032 To receive update on solar powered light near Church

Cllr Down wrote to Roger Joy concerning this matter in June but the Clerk was not aware of any reply being received. Cllr Crundwell reported that he had passed the light several times recently and that it was always working. 

It was resolved that the Clerk would investigate further with Roger Joy                       C/FWD

Minute 2033     To consider converting Mynyddbach picnic area into / wildlife / environmental/ community/ area

Cllr Crundwell reported that he had made enquiries into the supply of a mix of fruit trees for the area. The cost would be between £200 and £400. Before looking into what grants may be available he would like to find out local opinion for the scheme.

It was resolved that  Cllr Crundwell would canvass local opinion and report at next meeting  C/FWD

Minute 2034 

 Clerk’s report 

Update on items carried forward from previous meetings. The Clerk provided a written report for Members as follows:-

1.   Best Kept Village

 Not surprisingly ( in view of the building work/refurbishment) we did not win the sections for the Best Kept Village or Best Kept Church. However we did win a prize for the Best Kept Village Hall. I will shortly receive a certificate for this and also a prize of £30 which I will pass to the Recreation Association.                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                             C/FWD

2.   Allotments.

As the Members requested I made a formal complaint against the Head of Asset Management for the way in which she has been dealing with the request for an Allotment site at Mynyddbach i.e not answering or acknowledging e mails or telephone messages. The complaint was e mailed  to Steve Greenslade on July 2nd and on July 3rd I received a response from Debra Hill- Howells to an e mail that I had written a few weeks previously. I have since received a response to my complaint  (see attached)

It was agreed that the Clerk would acknowledge the letter and state that the Community Council did not wish for  Stage 2 of the Council’s Complaint’s Procedure to be initiated.

 The request for allotments was first made in March 2006.In the e mail of 3rd July Debra Hill Howells told me that  the report was with her Director and that she would release it for consultation and send me a copy. I assumed at that time that the Community Council had a right to be consulted. 

On August 2nd I requested an update on the situation and was surprised to be told in a response from Debra Hill-Howells (on the same day) that the report had been written, the recommendation had been made to sell the land to the highest bidder and the end of the challenge period was the next day!

When I queried this with Debra Hill-Howells I was told that Community Councils were not consulted other than via their local Member. Cllr Down was consulted and agreed with the recommendation.   

The Chairman informed Members that MCC had no right to sell  the land. He had obtained confirmation that this piece of land was included with the field in the  previous proposal  for building houses. The whole of this ground was amenity ground. He also stated that the area concerned was statutory allotment ground. 

I was agreed that the Chairman would write to the Chief Executive complaining about the sale of the land. Incorporated in this letter would be the dissatisfaction about the way the process has been handled. 

3.  Highways
Bollards outside Tredegar Arms. 

 Should be done in conjunction with resurfacing of road (ref 46781)                       C/FWD 

Correction to signs of Welsh spelling of Shirenewton

I have been in touch with Karl Barnard who is covering for Brian Cleary’s long term sickness. He asked that I e-mail all the information to him. I did this and he e-mailed me to tell me that he was leaving but  his position was being taken by Dave Clark and he would pass all information to him. 

I spoke to Dave Clark who tells me he is unaware of the requests - so yet again I have e-mailed the information!

 I have since spoken to Dave Clark who now tell me that Brian Cleary cancelled the work to be carried out on the correction to the signs! Dave Clark is now going to look into this. It is a ridiculous state of affairs, particularly as Highways are now working in the village on the road repairs that we requested and could easily have done the sign work at the same time.                                                                       C/FWD                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Village signs Earlswood / Mynyddbach   

Dave Clark knew nothing about this. I have e mailed the requests again                                   C/FWD  

Horse signs on Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton Road

Again Dave Clark knew nothing of this. I have e mailed request again stressing the danger to both riders and drivers.                                                                                                                                         C/FWD

Upper Tump Farm

On list of works to be carried out.                                                                                               C/FWD
Members reported that this area is in a dangerous state and the Clerk agree to contact Highways 

Members also reported the dangerous condition of the road from Gaerfawr to Penycaemawr. In some areas it is in a state of collapse . The Clerk will contact Highways                                         C/FWD
4.   Play park /Mynyddbach Open Space/Picnic area

Flyers given out at school, Playgroup and Sunday School. Posters put up on Notice Boards, Recreation Hall, Church and notice in Parish Magazine. The meeting will be in the Recreation Hall at 10am on Monday 13th August and it is hoped that some Cllrs will attend.    

It was suggested that in view of the deterioration of the play equipment, a plan should be put in place regarding the gradual replacement of items over a period of time. It was agreed that this should be done following discussion with the Play Leader at MCC on the 13th August                                  C/FWD                                                                                           
5. Grass Cutting

E-Mail challenging MCC‘s right to withdraw from grass cutting arrangement- awaiting response  C/FWD                                                                                                                       
6. Planning

I have spoken to  David Swanson regarding the problems with the MCC website i.e that the Community Council’s responses are not being recorded but this has not been rectified. I have written to him asking that the current applications are updated with the Council’s responses and also that when I e-mail the responses to MCC they are in future acknowledged. Of all the 2007 applications listed, only two have the Community Council responses recorded on the site. Both of these are ones that the CC have recommended for approval and MCC have agreed. The only other one on the site under Shirenewton with the Community Council response is unfortunately for Devauden!

I am awaiting response. David Swanson is on holiday until 6th August                                           C/FWD
7.  The Grondra update

I have written to Paula Clark, Head of Enforcement at MCC Planning congratulating her on the work that is being done to try and preserve The Grondra. I also expressed concern that the Community Council was not made aware of the situation until I was contacted by a News Agency. She apologised for this and said that it was because Enforcement were unable to send out their weekly lists but this should be rectified from August. Also she said they had to act very quickly from obtaining a warrant to gaining a prosecution. 

The current situation is that the Judge has carried out a site visit with Simon Robertshaw (Conservation Officer). The result is that the owner has until December to show that he has plans in place in accordance with MCC Planning department to remedy the work that he has carried out. He has to apply for Planning permission and listed building consent. Paula told me that the owner has been told that he will not get permission for the six car garage and swimming pool and that he has to restore the cottage. Obviously there will be some historic items that he will be unable to replace.  

Cllr Harvey has obtained some photographs of the interior of the Grondra which I will pass to Paula Clarke once I have received them

Cllr Harvey said he would send the Clerk the images the next day.  

8. Litter problem on roadside from Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton

Arranged a meeting for 10th July for a risk assessment but no-one turned up . After  I made a phone call I discovered that the person’s car had broken down. I made another appointment for July 26th. An hour before the appointment a message was left to cancel - no reason given. I have left two messages at her office for her to call me                                                                                                                                        C/FWD

At the request of a Cllr I have also asked for the school route from Mynyddbach to be cleared of litter.

The Clerk further reported that as she had been frustrated in her attempts to get someone to look at the sites in question, she would now contact Inspector Dave Moses at Gwent Police who was responsible for setting up this initiative with the Probation Service.

9. War Memorial
Mr Haines made a very good job of clearing the pathway and steps at the War Memorial                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                COMPLETED

10. Llanmelin Hill Fort

 I have contacted the Clerk at Caerwent and she will contact the three representatives directly regarding the first meeting.

The Chairman reported that he had also contacted the Clerk at Caerwent and given her his available dates. Cllr  Morton said he had not been contacted at all.

The Clerk will contact the Clerk at Caerwent again re setting up a meeting.                              C/FWD
11. Rave at Wentwood

Last month I gave you a copy of the response I gave you a copy of the response I had received fro Superintendent Jon Burley which I felt did not address all of the issues that I had raised on behalf of the Council. I have received a further letter (see attached)                                                           COMPLETED

Minute 2035 Items of local concern - information only

Cllr Moore had attended the July joint Police/ Community Council session with PC Mason. Response to these sessions in the Recreation Hall have not been very good so far. During the July session Cllr Moore and PC Mason walked through the villages of Shirenewton and Mynyddbach. Cllr Moore reported that she thought it was very helpful. She suggested that where possible this should be the method used for the surgeries. 

Cllr Crundwell asked that the situation with the field at Blethyn Close be discussed fully at the September meeting.

He also informed Cllrs that a member of the public wished to attend the next meeting before submitting a planning application to MCC to obtain Community Council’s views.

Correspondence

2008/2009 Gwent Police Local Policing Plan. Consultation event on Tuesday 9th October. Venue to be advised at a later date.

Minute 2036  to confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Council was confirmed as being September 3rd 2007 

Chairman…………………………..

                                                                                                                     Date……………………………….



