
                                                                                                                                                                                               Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on January 7th 2008 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              J Eede 
                             C Eickhoff  

                      Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

 Apologies: 

      Councillors Ms S Bushell

                        Mr R Mitchell

In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                       PC  Cowburn     

                       Mrs Alison Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       4  members of the public         

Two members of the public spoke against the proposed changes  to the distribution of funds from the Community Council to local organisations. This item is listed on the February Agenda and it was agreed that their comments and  any letters would be taken into consideration    

Minute 2098    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
01.12.07 Rowdy Youth Cock a roosting 

03 Fraudulent use of debit card - Shirenewton 

03 Distressed elderly female - Shirenewton 

09 Insecure home - Shirenewton 

11 Suspicious vehicle - Earlswood - White Mercedes van Reg NX53Z or similar 

11 Firework display - Earlswood 

12 Tree down at Shirenewton 

13 Intoxicated male refusing to leave pub - Shirenewton 

14 Fault with temporary traffic lights - Shirenewton 

17 Hunt meeting at Huntsman 

18 Suspicious vehicle - Earlswood- Flat bed lorry Reg T775T or similar 

21 Abusive phone call received - Shirenewton 

24 Four suspicious males in a silver people carrier _ Shirenewton 

28 Home alarm Shirenewton - fault 

29 Two vehicle road accident near Shirenewton - no injuries 

31 Assist ambulance with female who fell - Shirenewton 

Minute 2099  To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  December 3rd 2007

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2100  Planning
1. The Summer House, Shirenewton

Erection of extensions to existing house.

Recommend approval with the condition that the brick work and roof tiles should match existing

2. Twin Oaks, Shirenewton

Erection of two new dwellings

This is an application to modify plot 2 on the previously approved  application for two properties. 

Recommend approval with the following conditions.

The finish should be of white render, not red brick, in accordance with village plan.

The driveway should be preferably in a porous substance, not tarmac

The means of disposal of foul water and rain water should be reviewed. The drainage shown as going into brook should go into soak away. There should be no discharge of rainwater into a public sewer 

3.  The Grondra, Shirenewton

Kitchen and garage extensions

Recommend approval with the following comments.

Community Council Members recognise their limitations in the specialised field of listed buildings. They would once again thank MCC Enforcement Office for bringing this transgression to their attention and for following it through.

4.  The Grondra, Shirenewton

Kitchen and garage extensions with enclosed courtyard - reinstatement of original structures and features.

Recommend approval with the following comments.

Community Council Members recognise their limitations in the specialised field of listed buildings. They would once again thank MCC Enforcement Office for bringing this transgression to their attention and for following it through.

5. Forestry Commission Office, Wentwood

Change of use to general offices

Recommend approval with the following comments.

There is concern about the change of use from agricultural / forestry use. Planning originally was for forestry commission work. Concern also expressed about possible increase in traffic flow and lighting. While Cllrs appreciated that they were giving a recommendation on the application before them and not the future use, they expressed the view that they would like to see the building used for something linked to it’s original intended use e.g. offices for Rights of Way Dept. 

6.  Newton Brae, Shirenewton

Rear two storey extension and single storey extension

Recommend approval with the following condition.

Window in dormer is too large and should be reduced by two panes on either side of middle.

7. Home Farm Court, Shirenewton

Insert different windows and bedroom one

Recommend Approval

Minute 2101 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             24.84

Purchase of new computer, printer/scanner                                              558.99

J Harvey wreath for Armistice Service                                                       17.00

Mazars - external audit fee                                                                        158.62                                                  

It was resolved to make all payments

 b) External auditors report

  The External auditor’s report states that the annual return is in accordance with requirements and no matters have been brought to the Auditor’s attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met

In previous years a nil figure has been recorded for assets but this year the following comment was made by the Auditor.

‘The Council should confirm ownership of the play equipment and War Memorial. All Council owned assets should be recorded in an asset register with an appropriate valuation e.g. cost, insurance value or nominal £1 for each community asset and the value should be shown in Section 1. Box 12.’
The Clerk will set up an asset register to include the Church Clock, War Memorial, play equipment and Recreation field. 

The Clerk will display notices of rights to inspect on the notice boards and also a copy of the Annual Return

 Items of local concern  

 Minute 2102  To receive update on the options for Shop from sub-committee                               

 Cllr Eickhoff reported that he had begun to put together the basis for a business plan. He had spoken to local people and there was quite a lot of interest. He intends to speak to the current owners before the next meeting in terms of their expectations.                                                                                               C/FWD

Minute 2103  To receive update on allotments

The Clerk had responded to the letter dated 3rd December she received from Robert Tranter at legal Dept in MCC and asked for copies of the documents he referred to which stated  that the agreement for the allotments area was temporary.

The Clerk read a letter dated 13th December from Steve Greenslade of MCC. In this he stated that there is no legal impediment to the sale of the land and that after discussion with the relevant Cabinet Member the decision still stands to dispose of the land to the highest bidder.

The Clerk wrote to the National Society of Allotments & Leisure Gardeners Limited on 10th December.

The reply states that the County Council is not the Allotment authority for the purposes of the Allotment Acts 1908-1950. It goes on to say  that notwithstanding the statement from Robert Tranter that the land under consideration is ‘temporary’ allotment land, the land having been specifically appropriated to allotments user is Statutory allotments land for the purposes of Section 8 Allotments land 1925. Any such land may not be taken permanently out of allotments user without the express consent of the Secretary of State for the Department of Communities and Local government.

Following the reply to this letter the Clerk wrote to Steve Greenslade with copies to Colin Berg and Robert Tranter informing them of the content of the letter from the NSALG. She is awaiting a reply.

The Clerk had also sought the help via the Chairman of One Voice Wales who wish to see the document referred to by Robert Tranter.

It was resolved to wait for replies to the Clerk’s letters before looking at the way forward.  C/FWD

Minute 2104 To consider list of priorities for Environment Officer

The sub committee will meet later this month                                                                            C/FWD
Minute 2105 To receive update on grass cutting situation

The Clerk had written and received a reply from MCC. They confirm that as the land in question is in the ownership of the Community Council they will not cut it without payment.

Cllr Harvey is making further enquiries into this situation .

It was resolved to wait until the March meeting for the outcome Cllr Harvey enquiries.    C/FWD                  

The Clerk had written  and received a reply from the Recreation Association explaining the difficulties they would find themselves in if the grass was not cut on a regular basis. The income derived from the football clubs and the cricket club would cease as the field could not be used for these sporting activities.

It was resolved that the Clerk should write to the Recreation Association reassuring them that the grass would be cut regularly and no payment would be expected from them.

It was further resolved that the cost of this, if it had to be borne by the Community Council for this year, would not be included in the Precept but would be taken from existing funds. 

Minute 2106To receive report on the lights on the Chepstow Road at Well Head Lodge

Cllr Down stated that he had conveyed the concerns and is awaiting action

Minute 2107 To consider replacement of rocking horse

 The cheapest replacement that the Clerk can find is £4935 which includes postage, installation  and VAT.  Once VAT is reclaimed it would bring the total down to £4200. 

She  has spoken with the grants person at IYC who suggested that the application can be held until 20th January to see if the Community Council can raise the £3200.  The money would have to be spent within a month.  If it is going to take longer to raise the money she suggests we re apply.

Amy Priest, the Play Development Officer at MCC has arranged a meeting at Shirenewton School on January 20th  to find out the preferences of the children for play equipment. She will arrange a meeting with the Clerk after this. 

It was resolved to wait until the outcome of the next meeting with Amy Priest.

Minute 2108 To receive information on Planning training seminar

 A pilot Planning Seminar is to be held  in Ystrad Mynach on Monday 25th February. (6.30.pm)  Places are limited to 20 per session at a cost of £25. Places allocated on a first come first served basis. 

It was resolved that Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Leaf will attend.

Minute 2109 To consider entry into Best Kept Village Competition

It was suggested that a sub committee should be formed to lead the way. Last year we won the Best Kept Village Hall and the year before the Best Kept Churchyard. Cllr Down suggested that entry could also be made into Wales in Bloom.

It was resolved that a sub-committee would be set up to arrange a public meeting during the first or second week in March. This would consist of Cllrs Morton, Moore, Harvey, Saysell and the Clerk

Minute 2110 Clerk’s report

1. Interruption of Water supply

The civil contract has been completed at Prysgaubach. The generator has been delivered to the electrical contractor at Dwr Cymru who should have by now fitted and commissioned the telys control panel ready for delivery to site in early January where a further small amount of installation work and commissioning will be required on the day.

The Shirenewton WPS generator is still in production but is expected for delivery towards the end of January. As this is being installed internally, forced ventilation is required. This means that a few civil details will need completing first. The aim is to complete the internal modifications before the generator gets delivered. Again a small amount of installation and commissioning work will be required once delivery has been taken.                                                                                                                       C/FWD                                                                                                                                                            

2. Solar powered light at Shirenewton Church

 Work carried out on Monday 10.12.07                                                                COMPLETED                                                                             .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

3. Daffodils                                                                                                                             
Planting completed? 

To be completed this week.

4. Play area Equipment

Amy Priest has arranged to visit the School on January 21st to find out the children’s preferences

                                                                                                                                          C/FWD
5. Shirenewton Historical Society

I wrote a letter of support on behalf of the Community Council for their grant application and have been informed that they were successful in this. I have been asked to pass on their thanks to the Community Council                                                                                                                     COMPLETED                                                                                                                             

6. Community Council Website

I have investigated a free site - thelocalchannel.co.uk. Mathern currently use this site. It would be helpful if Cllrs could access this site and look at Mathern to see if they consider that this site would be suitable.

Currently the Minutes and names and contact details of Cllrs are posted on the church website. Many Cllr agreed that the Community Council should have a web presence but did not see the need for a community council website. Cllr Eickhoff said that the Shirenewton Webmaster, David Cornwell, had expressed the view that he was happy to post any items that the Community Council sent to him.                                                                                                 

It was therefore agreed not to pursue a website but to continue to use the Church website.  COMPLETED

7. Pavements at Tan House Court

Work has begun on these today                                                               COMPLETED

Minute 2111  Items of local concern - information only

The plot adjacent to ‘Hawthorne Cottage‘, Old School Hill, Mynyddbach will in future be known as ‘Bryn Draenog’, Old School Hill. 

Correspondence

1. MCC Consultation on the Draft regional Technical Statement. Comments by January 31st.

2. Invitation to Post office Network Change Programme forum in Cwmbran, Wednesday January 16th at 7pm

3. Letter of objection to proposed means of dispersal of grants to local organizations (to be discussed in February meeting)
Minute 2112 To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being February 7th 2008

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                          Date………………………………..



