
                                                                                                                                                                                               Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on February 4th 2008 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              C Crundwell

                              J Eede 
                             C Eickhoff  

                              K Morton

                             R Mitchell

 Apologies: 

      Councillors J Harvey

                        Mrs B Leaf 

                        Mrs S Saysell

                         PC M Cowburn                         

In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                        Mrs Alison Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       9  members of the public    

In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Harvey, Councillor Mitchell (vice Chairman) chaired the meeting

Minute 2113    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

Cllrs Eickhoff and Morton declared an interest in the item concerning the distribution of funds to local bodies.

Cllr Down declared in interest in an item in the Planning section.

Police report 
PC Cowburn was unable to attend  as he had a meeting with residents at Tintern concerning the landslides and closure of the road.  He hopes to be at the next Council meeting. The Clerk reported that PC Cowburn said that  he will not be able to attend the  joint Police /Community Council  meetings on a monthly basis but would wish to attend on a quarterly basis. The meetings were set up at the request of PC Mason . PC Cowburn agreed that they had to be done but not as regularly as in the past. PC Cowburn provided the following report which was read by the Chairman

Shirenewton Incidents - January 2008

=======================

2/1/08  - House alarm - activated in error

6/1/08  - Sheep in road near Shirenewton

10/1/08 - Report of interference with gate and padlock.

10/1/08 - Nuisance phone calls by an ex boyfriend.

10/1/08 - Accidental 999 call

11/1/08 - Problems with temporary traffic lights.

14/1/08 - More problems with temporary traffic lights.

17/1/08 - Temporary traffic lights stuck on red.

17/1/08 - Insecure car may have been entered overnight.

17/1/08 - Tree down on Usk Road.

18/1/08 - Temporary Traffic lights not working.

18/1/08 - Suspicious vehicle Earlswood 0300h - no details.

27/1/08 - Suspicious vehicle Earlswood - possible poachers.

29/1/08 - Suspicious vehicle Mynydd Bach - early morning.

30/1/08 - Problems with temporary traffic lights.

30/1/08 - Vehicle hit gate/pillar on a  private drive.

30/1/08 - Scam letter from Canada requesting release fee for prize.

There have been a number of burglaries in Bulwark. Offenders are

believed to be local. 

There have been thefts of scrap metal from Tintern, St Arvans and

Itton.

Historic crime figures for burglaries in the Shirenewton area.

Year            Burglary dwelling     Burglary other      Total.

2005                      5                    4             9   

2006                      1                    15            16  

2007                      6                     9            15 

Total                     12                   28            40        

Burglary other includes sheds, garages, commercial premises etc. 

Members felt that the joint monthly meetings were a good opportunity for the Police Officer to get to know the residents. They felt that during the summer months evening meetings may be a good substitute for Saturday mornings. After hearing the report Councillors recognised that there are periods when there are no significant crimes and it would be acceptable for PC Cowburn to just send in a report and not attend the Council meeting. However on occasions when more serious crimes are recorded they would wish him to attend the meeting. 
Minute 2114  To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  January 7th 2008

There were two amendments to Page 3 of the Minutes. Minute 2103 To receive update on Allotments. Steve Greenslade  substituted for Stuart Greenslade two occasions. The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2115 Planning

The following applications were discussed:-

1.   Ashlea, Weyloed Lane, Mynyddbach

    Remodelling and extension to provide additional living accommodation

Recommend approval with the condition that the front exterior should match the existing finish

2.  1 Rose Cottage, Usk Road, Shirenewton

    Proposed enlargement of double storey side extension and annexe.

Recommend approval with the condition that the annexe should remain ancillary to the main dwelling
Notice of the following appeals had been received

1. Seaview Nursery, Earlswood.  Conversion of redundant agricultural building into residential

The Community Council had previously recommended approval with some conditions but MCC had refused it on the grounds that the property would not provide adequate living space
2. Ardnog, Shirenewton.  Access and driveway

SCC recommended refusal on the grounds of poor access on to the lane and the new driveway would cut across agricultural land.

It was resolved that the Clerk would reaffirm the Community Council’s view to the Planning Inspectorate.
Minute 2116 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  367.50

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                102.82

Stationery and Expenses                                                                            16.02

Rent for Recreation Hall                                                                           180.00

It was resolved to make all payments

Items of local concern  

Minute 2117

To consider criteria and application form for donations/grants to local bodies

All Councillors had received letters from Shirenewton and Earlswood Halls and Shirenewton Church. asking for the decision to distribute money on application be overturned. They wished for the money to be distributed as it had been done in past years. Representatives of all three bodies spoke to the meeting. They considered that the completion of grant forms would be only add to the burden of fundraising. They stated that the money provided by the Community Council was either used for running costs or as seed money for larger grants. They would be happy to detail how the money was spent.

Some Cllrs felt that as there appeared to be a considerable groundswell against what the Council was proposing, a more simple way of finding out how the money was spent could be adopted, such as asking all the local bodies to detail exactly where the grant was spent.

It was resolved that the original decision of the Council would stand for this year and this method of distribution could be reviewed next year.  

It was further resolved that a sub committee consisting of Cllrs Eede, Eickhoff and Mitchell would discuss the criteria/application method and bring their findings to the  March meeting.      C/FWD                                                  

Minute  2118   To receive report on future of Open space at Mynyddbach

The future of this land is to be discussed in Cabinet at MCC on Wednesday. Cllr Down informed Members that it was unlikely that the land would be developed in the near future unless the access problems were solved.  Members were told that that there were two options for discussion

1.  Dedicate the site as an Owain Glyndwr field. MCC would accept the ongoing maintenance costs 

2. Offer the land at a peppercorn lease basis to the Shirenewton Fields Association or to the Community Council for recreational purposes until or unless re-designated under a future Local Development Planning process

Representatives from the Fields Association were present and spoke to the meeting. They would be happy to take over the management of the field provided that the conditions were acceptable. For example they stated that they would require a long lease to enable them to be able to attract grant monies. 

It was agreed that the preferred option would be to have the land dedicated as an Owain Glyndwr field and Cllr Down was asked to convey this to Cabinet                                                  C/FWD

 Minute 2119  To receive update on the options for Shop from sub-committee 

Despite considerable efforts no contact has been made with the current owners. The sub-committee have made contact with several people who would be interested in buying/leasing the building at a sensible price to run a shop on a commercial basis. The sub committee had been told by MCC that the application would be held in abeyance until the current owner provide the information to complete the application.

Cllr Down informed the meeting that planners had in fact been on the point of refusing the application However the owner has given an undertaking that it will be marketed properly.

It was resolved that the sub committee  would follow this up                                               C/FWD                  

Minute 2120 To receive update on allotments

 The  Clerk had forwarded  the response from Robert Tranter at MCC to the Allotments Society and received a reply which stated that if Mr Tranter is correct in his statement that the land is not statutory within the strictures of s.8 Allotments Act 1925 do not apply. However this does not absolve the Municipal Authority from the obligations of provision and letting.

Mr Tranter had provided copies of the documents relating to the status of the allotments and these had been passed to Cllr Harvey to use in his discussions with One Voice Wales

Mike German AM has also sent the Clerk a copy of a letter he had sent in support of the Community Council’s request.

It was agreed that the Clerk would confirm to MCC that its position had not changed with regard to the provision of allotments

It was further agreed that Cllr Down would inform the Community Council when the land came up for sale.                                                                                                                                            C/FWD

Minute 2121  To receive update on Traffic Calming

The Clerk reported that she had received a response from MCC concerning the Traffic calming document which stated    

‘The plan incorporates some very interesting ideas on how to overcome speeding and improve road safety within the community and I would suggest that this be considers in more detail as part of the Shirenewton School Travel Plan which if successful may well go someway to addressing the concerns in the community. 

I will also ask that the plan be added to the list of proposals for consideration on the Road Safety Strategy as you suggest and would be grateful if you could pass on your thanks to the community council for the interest that they have shown in road safety within their village.’

It was resolved that the Clerk would write to MCC stating that this report was not submitted as part of school travel plans and requesting acceleration of implementation.

Minute 2122  To receive report from Environment sub-committee

Sub-committee will meet on Wednesday 6th February                                                                          C/FWD
Minute 2123  To consider date and attendance at meeting requested by Mike German A.M.      

Then Clerk had received an offer  from Mike German’s office for him to meet with Community Councillors and members of the Recreation Association and Earlswood Hall to discuss the issues of the removal of free grass cutting and the discretionary rate band . He is aware that this issue affects all villages in the County. The suggested dates were any Monday morning in March.

It was resolved that the Clerk should invite the Conservative AM and other local Community Council members and liaise with Mike German’s office for a meeting on Monday March 31st.       C/FWD

Minute 2124 To consider if MCC should be employed to cut grass.
Of the several quotes that the Clerk obtained, MCC were the cheapest at £1825 plus VAT. The Clerk has received a letter requesting that she MCC by February 8th if they are to be employed for this service. The letter states the service is for 15 cuts but is was generally thought that the previous service was for 16 cuts.

Cllr Harvey is looking at ways to remove this payment from the Community Council             C/FWD
It was resolved that MCC should be employed to cut the grass for the year 2008/2009 and a Service Level Agreement should be obtained.

It was further resolved that the Clerk should confirm that 16 cuts should be carried out and that payment will be made for grass cutting until a resolution has been found

Minute 2125  To decide on date of meeting to discuss Best Kept Village Competition

Sub-committee consisting of Cllrs Morton, Moore, Harvey, Saysell and the Clerk will meet on March 10th. 

Minute 2126 To receive report on damaged bus shelter in Mynyddbach
 The bus shelter at the bottom of school hill is badly damaged. This has only been brought to the attention of the Clerk in the last few weeks. She has been in contact with Mark Youngman in the Traffic Department who has known about it for some time. When the incident occurred MCC put tape around the shelter to prevent anyone entering but this tape has been broken. Mark Youngman told the Clerk that there was some dispute over who owned the shelter, MCC or SCC and so he felt that because of this the work had been pushed down the list. Mark Youngman says that there is no maintenance system for the repair of bus shelters - it has been done on an ad-hoc basis but he cannot find anyone to repair the shelter (This would be the case even for MCC shelters).

Cllr Morton informed the meting that the bus shelter was the property of the Community Council. 

The Clerk has contacted Gwent Police and been told that a lady drove into it. She is fully insured and the Police will be happy to provide details to whichever Council claims responsibility. The accident happened on November 26th
The Clerk has told MCC that the shelter is now in a dangerous state. There is apparently a meeting tomorrow to determine what is to be done and ark Youngman will call me with the outcome                           C/FWD
Minute2127  To consider suggestions for projects for CEDS grants

Some suggestions put forward were:-

Picnic bench inside the play area at Shirenewton

New horse for play area

Additional picnic bench for old play are at Mynyddbach

Additional set of five-a-side goal posts on the Recreation field

It was resolved that the Clerk would apply for a grant for new equipment and flooring for the play area.                                                                                                                                              C/FWD                                                                                                                                

Minute 2128 To receive report on the lights on the Chepstow Road at Well Head Lodge

Cllr Down reported that MCC fully intend to replace the barrier. However the specification for foundations has become more vigorous and so it is not a case of replacing like with like. The road from the Race Course Garage to Shirenewton will be closed for preparatory work before the resurfacing of the road. 

Minute 2129  Clerk’s report

1. Interruption of Water supply

I have checked with Welsh Water but I am still waiting to hear if the generators are up and running at Prysgu bach and Shirenewton. I should have confirmation by the end of next week.                         C/FWD 

2. Daffodils                                                                                                                             
Planting completed? Cllr Harvey not at meeting
3. Play area Equipment

Amy Priest had arranged to visit the School on January 21st to find out the children’s preferences. Unfortunately it appears there was an error in her Diary and she was unable to make the meeting. She told me on January 30th than she was in the process of arranging another meeting.  

I have tried to contact  her again but she is now on leave until next week                            C/FWD                                                                                                                                       
4.Llanmelin Hill Fort

Contact has been made between Shirenewton Cllrs and Caerwent.. They will provide a report at a later date.  

                                                                                                                                           C/FWD

5.Planning Seminar 

Last month Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Leaf volunteered to attend the seminar to be held in Ystrad Mynach on 25th February. When I attempted to book three places I was informed that only one place per Council was available. It was agreed amongst the three Cllrs that Cllr Harvey would take the place.

It was agreed that as Cllr Harvey is very experienced in Planning matters it would be more beneficial if his deputy Cllr Mitchell attended

6. Village Signs at Earls wood /Mynyddbach
As we are nearing the end of the financial year, I have again contacted MCC and spoke to Brian Cleary. He has told me that the situation has not changed i.e. the requests are on MCC’s list. I asked what the likelihood was of the requests being carried out and he could not say. He suggested that Cllr Down could make enquiries on the Community council’s behalf.                                                              C/FWD
7. Horse Signs on Gaerllwyd to Shirenewton Road


Again, I spoke to Brian Cleary who told me that this request was NOT on the list. I put the original request in when Brian Cleary was on extended sick leave and I have been told, by other people, each time that I made enquiries that it was ’on the list’. However Brian Cleary told me that it is MCC’s decision not to erect  ‘Horse’ signs in the County unless it is on a bridle way. Apparently the thinking is that in a rural community people should expect to encounter horses and therefore this request would not be put forward   

Cllrs suggested that as this was a fast road a request should be made again for horse signs. People would expect to see horses on a bridle way but not necessarily on the open road out of Shirenewton.  C/FWD                                                                                                                                            
8. Copies of Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan                                                  

I have spoken MCC and the Plans have not been sent out yet but will be imminently          C/FWD

9. Clerk’s Annual Review

This will be carried out this month by Cllrs Harvey and Mitchell                                         C/FWD          
Minute 2130  Items of local concern - information only

MCC have a limited number of free compost bins available on a first come first served basis as part of a campaign by waste Awareness Wales. The offer is aimed at residents who do not have a weekly green waste or black box collection. Contact Rebecca Blount on 01633 644119 before March 1st.  Reduced price compost bins (starting at £5) are still available to ALL residents - telephone 01884 841 515.

The road on the far side of Red Barn Farm (from Shirenewton to Crick) has collapsed.

The Clerk will report this to Highways                                                                               C/FWD                                                                                               

It was remarked that one of the Cllrs had not attended meetings for several months

Correspondence

1.   MCC     There will be a Highways workshop on 19th February 6pm at County Hall. Please advise the Clerk if you wish to attend.

It was decided that the Clerk should attend if possible

2.   MCC      There is a new section within Highways Division called Traffic & Network Management Section.

3.   David R Jones   This company that services the Church Clock is merging with the Cumbria Clock Company. The existing service schedule should remain the same.

4.   MCC      Ashley Godfrey Associates have been appointed to undertake an Outdoor Recreation and Public Open Space Survey. Overall aim is to evaluate the quantity, quality and accessibility of open space and recreational land in order for appropriate provision to be secured for future needs.

5.   MCC     As part of the preparation for the LDP (up to 2021) the Council is inviting interested parties including developers, landowners and members of the public to provide information on any sites which they wish to be considered for development or re-use over the period. Deadline date for submissions is 25th April 2008

6.   MCC   There will be a presentation on 2008/2009 Budget Consultation given by County Councillor Philip Murphy. There will be an opportunity to make comments/ask questions. The meeting will be held at Portskewett Recreation Hall at 6pm on Tuesday 5th February
Minute 2131 To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being March 3rd 2008

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



