
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on April 7th 2008 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              J Eede 
                             C Eickhoff  

                      Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

 Apologies: 

      Councillor: R Mitchell 
In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                       PC  Cowburn     

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                      3 members of the public         

Minute 2145    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
Shirenewton incidents in March ================== 

1/3/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

3/3/08 - Flyer for suspect charity for clothes collection - Shirenewton 

4/3/08 - Badger sett disturbed near Shirenewton. 

4/3/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

6/3/08 - Nuisance behaviour by a male on m/cycle Shirenewton. 

6/3/08 - Nuisance behaviour by a male at Earlswood. 

7/3/08 - Report of a possible stolen vehicle, Shirenewton - not stolen. 

7/3/08 - Minor accident near the Huntsman - non injury. 

9/3/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

12/3/08 - Suspicious incident near Earlswood - not a crime. 

16/3/08 - Male asleep at Shirenewton picnic site - no offences. 

16/3/08 - Suspicious caller at Earlswood - Irishman asking to buy a car. 

17/3/08 - Theft of trailer - resurfacing works near Shirenewton. 

21/3/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

25/3/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - fault. 

29/3/08 - Minor road accident B4235 nr. Shirenewton - no injuries. 

29/3/08 - Motorcyclists in Wentwood Forest - pre planned event. ------- 

PC Cowburn also reported that Chepstow had received new equipment to measure speeding traffic. An initial exercise had been carried out in two areas of Shirenewton, both within the 30.m.p.h. zones, on 7th April. He produced a log of checks carried out and it could be seen that the equipment was successful in slowing down cars. The equipment works by taking a reading of the speed which flashes up for the motorist to see. A second reading is then taken seconds later.  PC Cowburn said that it is the intention to use this equipment regularly in the villages and on future occasions the Police should be in a position to stop and apply a fixed penalty fine to motorists who are speeding. 

Minute 2146  To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  March 3rd 2008

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2147  Planning

1. The Folly, Newchurch West

Proposed two storey extension with ground floor kitchen/lounge and first floor annexe accommodation

Recommend approval subject to a revised roof design with dormer apexes and a better choice of complementary/suitable door design be considered, possibly with a false chimney. The main issue is the flatness of the front elevation and roof

2. Brook Cottage, Pandy Mill, Itton

Proposed two storey extension for two des, en-suite and new lounge

Recommend approval subject to access for  builders/workmen  should be from Dyer’s House 

Property is close to stream and so sufficient drainage interceptors should be installed 

3. Briar Hill Earlswood

Application for certificate of existing lawful use or development for occupation of dwelling in contravention of agricultural occupancy condition

Recommend approval  as it would appear that applicant has lived in this property for more than 10 years but not farmed the land during this time

4. Land adjacent to Bwthyn Cadwen, Penycaemawr 

Proposed wind turbine for domestic use

Recommend approval

It was agreed that Community Council would agree a policy on future applications for wind turbines in the area.

5. The Carpenters arms, Shirenewton

Extended paved area with perimeter fence and timber pergola to front elevation

Recommend approval

6. Information only

Red Barn farm, Shirenewton

Agricultural notification received of new grain store 

b)Notification received of new cases on the Enforcement Officers list.      

 The Paddocks Mynydd Bach Chepstow               Conversion of double garage to dwelling

 Field adjacent Recreation Hall Shirenewton        Widening of access and creation of roadway

 Trees Weyloed Lane Shirenewton                       Balcony and decking

 Pant-y-cosyn Farm Usk Road Shirenewton         Siting of caravan for residential purposes
c) Notification received of recently closed cases on Enforcement Officers List

The Oaks Red House Lane Shirenewton 12/11/2007 / 17

 Construction of helicopter landing pad

19-Feb-2008 Planning Application Approved
Neither the Community Council nor Cllr Down were aware of this application previously  being made. The Clerk will investigate the origins of the application.

Minute 2148 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                               586.73   

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              164.15

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                

Stationery and Expenses                                                                          44.98   

It was resolved to make all payments

b) The Precept figure of £13181 for 2008/2009 has been agreed by MCC

c) The four bus shelters are currently under insured and it was resolved to increase the insurance on them

To £12000                                                                                                                                  C/FWD     
 Items of local concern  

 Minute 2149  To receive update on the options for Shop from sub-committee                               

 The owner of the shop had ben approached and confirmed that he is not willing to sell the shop separately from the flat . The price has again been reduced but the owner says that he has not had any viewers in eighteen months.

The sub-committee has looked at the grant funding that would be required. They had looked at the viability of the shop and had determined from the previous owners the annual turnover and that they felt that it could be a good business. 

A business plan has been formulated and is currently being looked at by a specialist who will shortly advise the sub-committee on his findings.

There is a feeling of frustration that the shop has now been closed for fourteen months and the Community Council are anxious to make some headway now that they have eventually established communication with the owner.

The Clerk advised that an event is being held in Ceredigion for Village shop owners, privately or community run, in Ceredigion on 18th/19th May. She will make enquiries as to the content of the weekend.

It was agreed to wait until next month for report on business plan.                                         C/FWD
Minute 2150   To receive report from Environment sub committee

A document concerning  the disposal of  batteries had previously been circulated to all Cllrs for comment. Not all Cllrs had had the opportunity to read it. It is intended that this information should be provided to residents but the format has yet to be decided. 

It was agreed that Cllrs should send their comments to Cllr Crundwell                             C/FWD

The question of the disposal of printer cartridges was raised and Members were informed that the Scouts collect them.

 Minute 2151 To receive report on Planning seminar

Cllr Mitchell was unable to attend  tonight’s meeting                                                                C/FWD                                                                                              
Minute 2152 To receive up-date on Traffic Calming measures 

The Clerk reported that she had again informed Traffic department that the Community Council believed the Traffic Calming measures that they wished introduced to Shirenewton were a separate issue to the parking problems at the school. In response she had received an e mail from Traffic Department stating that the bid to the Assembly was not just about parking at the school but to create a safer route for children to walk to school within the village and the bid had a lot of commonality with the Shirenewton traffic calming Plan. 

Cllr Down expanded upon this. Monmouthshire has been awarded £148,000 which includes £50,000 for Shirenewton. While grateful for the award, there is disappointment at the total received. Cllr Down said that the allocation will enable some of the footpaths to be upgraded with decent surfacing and lighting. However the award will not enable the problems at the school gate at the start and end of each school day to be addressed.

Some Cllrs expressed concern at the increased lighting and expressed a wish that the Community Council be kept informed of  plans to  carry out any of these measures.                                                     C/FWD

Minute 2153 Clerk’s report

 1. Interruption of Water supply

Generators installed                                                                                                        COMPLETED
2.   Allotments  

I have received a response from Colin Berg. See copies of e mails on Page 2 and 3.       C/FWD                                                                    
3. Play area Equipment

Aimee Priest is on long term sick leave. I have contacted Tim Bradfield.(her line manager) and he tells me that Aimee  may be back on Monday. He will know today
Interestingly, Tim asked me where the money was coming from for new equipment. I understood from Aimee that MCC may be prepared to help financially but he left me in no doubt that this is not the case. 
I have already consulted a firm and held a meeting with them at the Recreation play area. I will have details of a plan and costs from them in about three weeks so I should have details ready for the May meeting. I have prepared a list of possible funders 
There is no one doing Aimee's role at the moment so I have to wait for her to come back to make an appointment to go to school. Even if MCC cannot help financially it would be good to have her report identifying the needs of the children as information for possible funders.                                                                         

The Clerk will contact Tim Bradfield tomorrow regarding Aimee Priest’s return. If she is not going to be back at work on Monday,  Cllr Leaf will produce a flier for all schoolchildren in Shirenewton for ideas on what they would like to see in the play area                                                                C/FWD                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                          

4. Llanmelin Hill Fort

Meeting has been arranged with forestry Officer and Cllrs from Caerwent and Shirenewton on April 16th at 2pm. Sub committee will report to full Council in May                                               C/FWD                                                                                                                                        
5. Clerk’s Annual Review

I am still awaiting a date from Cllr Harvey                                                                   C/FWD          
6. Web site

The Community Council web page is now up and running. To access, search on Shirenewton Community then click on Shirenewton Church /Community Council. This will take you to the first page where you can click on the link to take you to the pages of notices that I will manage.         COMPLETED                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

7. Best Kept Village Competition

The sub committee held  meeting on March 17th and it was decided to ask for volunteers to report on any problem areas. The village has been split into 14 areas to make it more manageable. Notices have been put on the Boards, in the parish magazine and also on our web page. Another meeting will be held in the Tan House on Monday 14th April at 7.30 for volunteers. See Page 2 for list of  areas         C/FWD

8. Bus shelter at Mynyddbach  

I  have received two quotes for rebuilding of the shelter which I have sent to the Insurance company. MCC had promised to remove the shelter but on the Thursday before Easter weekend it still had not been done. I contacted MCC and I was told that they were still trying to get someone to do it. In view of the fact that I had been told that children had been seen climbing up the fencing and it was the start of the school holidays, I arranged for one of the builders to take it down.                                                             C/FWD                                                                                  
9. Donations/Grants to local bodies.

Letters written explaining that current situation remains as in previous years i.e that donations will be automatic providing explanation of use of funds is given to Council. Also there may also be some extra money available on application, recipients to be determined by Community Council.     C/FWD       

 10. The green lane adjacent to the Recreation Field.

I have heard from Enforcement that they have checked with Land Registry and been told that the field is owned by Beacon Estates but this has been denied by Beacon Estates. I have given Enforcement all the information I have on the field and they have gone back to Land Registry to double check the details. I have checked today with the Enforcement officer and he is still waiting for confirmation of ownership from them but will chase it up this week.                                                                                   C/FWD
The Enforcement officer has agreed to meet Cllr Morton on site to look at the various roadways that are appearing in the area. He has e mailed Cllr Morton direct for a meeting date.        C/FWD                                                     
Areas for Best Kept Village

1.  Tan House Court, Orchard Rise

2.  Clearview

3.  The Row down to the Tan House and up to Post Office

4.  Olive Cottage to Caerau House including grass triangle

5.  Road down to Cox’s Well and Friends Burial Ground

6.  Kirrin House to Newton Manor

7.  Newton Manor including footpath up to back of Newton Brae

8.  The Barn to Redd Landes including footpath to back of Newton Brae

9.  The Recreation Field and Play area.

10. Upper House to Newton Lodge including lower entrance to Rec field

11. The square up to  Caepwcella to include right of way to |Rec field.

12. Lane at side of Shirenewton Hall to Newton Edge

13. The Shop area to include houses and two barns opposite.

14.  Entrances to Village including signs
ALLOTMENTS

To Colin Berg from Clerk 28th March

In February I received a letter from you recognising that MCC has a statutory duty to provide allotments but that MCC could decide where they would be. I referred you to an e mail I received from Debra Hill Howells after I requested that the allotments be sited at Bleddyn Close stating that there was no other suitable land available. I have not had a response.
You are aware that there are more than six written applications from residents requesting allotments. Can you please advise me on the current situation of provision of land for allotments for these residents?

From Colin Berg to Clerk 4th April

Further to my email of 13 February I have received additional advice that that allotments is a concurrent function, so if the Community Council considers there is a need then they are in the position to meet it themselves. Whilst the responsibility is a duty, the duty only arises where either council is of the opinion that there is a demand for allotments. From the County Council's perspective I am aware that the Unitary Development Plan states that the current level of allotment provision meets demand. 

From Clerk to Colin Berg 4th April

Thank you for your response. However while it is agreed that allotments is a concurrent function, this Community Council is unable to meet the demands for allotments from local residents. It would appear that the area at Bleddyn Close would be a suitable area to enable MCC to meet these demands. If this area is not to be used for allotments, does MCC have another suitable, available area? 

You state that the duty to meet the demand for allotments only arises when either council is of the opinion that there is a demand for allotments. I have informed MCC on several occasions that I hold written requests from local residents. Copies of these have been forwarded to Debra Hill-Howells in the past and can be sent to you if you wish to be assured that there is a demand from local residents.

You write that the UDP states that the current level of allotment provision meets demand. I would refer you to 13.4.3 of the UDP which states 'There are currently waiting lists for those allotments owned by the County Council, and whilst it is considered that the current level of provision meets the general demand, the growth in the population over the age of fifty during the Plan period is likely to lead to the need for new facilities. The Council will therefore consider favourably proposals to develop further facilities within its area 

  

Minute 2154  Items of local concern - information only

Cllr Down thanked the Council Members for their help over the past four years.

The Chairman thanked Cllr Down for his work and said his regular attendance at Community Council meetings was appreciated.

Correspondence

1.  Wye Valley AONB newsletter (issued to all Cllrs)

2.  Ombudsman -Principles of Good Administration

3 . Ombudsman - Principles for remedy

4.  Welsh Assembly - Local Vision. Statutory Guidance on developing and delivering community Strategies

5.  Welsh Assembly - Draft Fire and Rescue Service national Framework for Wales for Consultation

      (Responses by 20th June 2008)

6. Notification of event for potential community shop owners in Ceredigion May 17th/18th
Minute 2155 To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being May 12th 2008This will be the Annual meeting followed by the Ordinary meeting

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



