
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on  August 4th 2008 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              R Mitchell
                               K   Morton

                        Mrs E McCombe   
 Apologies: 

           Councillors: C Eickhoff

                                 J Eede

                                Mrs S Saysell

                                Mrs B Leaf

            County Cllr Graham Down             

In attendance:

                                 PC  Cowburn     

                       Ms Glynis McDonald

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       5  Members  of the public 

Minute 2200    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
Police Incidents Shirenewton 30/6/08 to 2/08/08 

30/6 - Sheep on B4235 near Shirenewton - Dispersed. 

4/7 - Possible drink driver in Earlswood 

7/7 - Nuisance telephone calls received Earlswood 

7/7 - An assault in grounds of Shirenewton School.(Youth on boy.) 

8/7 - Theft of a lawnmower from a garden in Shirenewton. 

10/7 - Loose dogs on B4235 near Shirenewton - dog warden informed.

 13/7 - Noise nuisance, Motorcycles B4235 near Shirenewton. 

14/7 - Leaflets posted for plastering, etc. Cold calling, Shirenewton. 

18/7 - Suspicious vehicle in lane near old golf course - Vehicle left area. 

23/7 - House alarm, Shirenewton - Fault. 

26/7 - 2 suspicious males in Shirenewton - believed drunks.

 27/7 - Missing male from Shirenewton - located in Chepstow. 

28/7 - Silent 999 call from Shirenewton. 

29/7 - Minor road accident between Shirenewton and Earlswood. 

30/7 - Suspicious phone call received Shirenewton Re Firefighting. 

1/8 - 2 loose hounds on B4235 near Shirenewton. 

A number of Quad bikes have been stolen in the Glos Police area. There is a suspect vehicle from the Chepstow area. Please be mindful of security if you own a Quad Bike. 

PC Cowburn said that he and Cllr Leaf held a surgery at the Recreation Hall in July but no members of the public attended. They walked around the village and spoke to several residents but there were no new issues raised. 

The PACT meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th August 

Minute 2201   To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  July7th 2008

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Minute 2202   Planning

1.  Barn Number 1 Priory Farm, Earlswood

Conversion of redundant barn to three bedroom dwelling

Recommend approval with the following:

Recommended bat boxes are put in place

Existing trees retained

Exterior lighting not operating constantly

Ancient unscheduled monument that lies to the rear of Barn 1 undisturbed

Japanese knot weed is disposed of with in line with government regulations 

2. Barn 2 Priory Farm, Earlswood

Conversion of redundant barn

Recommend approval with the following

Recommended bat boxes are put in place

Existing trees retained

Exterior lighting not operating constantly

Japanese knot weed is disposed of with in line with government regulations 

3. Priory Farm, Earlswood

Conversion of redundant milking parlour and cattle pen into holiday let

Recommend approval with the following

Recommended bat boxes are put in place

Existing trees retained

Exterior lighting not operating constantly

Japanese knot weed is disposed of with in line with government regulations 

4. White Gates, Shirenewton

Rear single storey extension 

Recommend approval

Bridleways 53/54 adjacent Hillcrest, Earlswood

Alleged unauthorised engineering works

No breach

Minute 2203 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                110.04

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             35.79

 Rec Assoc.   Room Hire July 15th                                                             17.00    

 Shirenewton History Society annual membership                                    15.00

 It was resolved to make all payments

b) Request from The Shire Hall Stewards for donation this year (or pledge for next year) to the Shire Hall Fund 

It was agreed that Cllr Crundwell would investigate this further and report back to members in September  

                                                                                                                                                        C/FWD   Items of local concern  

Minute 2204 To receive report on One Voice Wales meeting 

Cllr Harvey reported that he and Cllr Mitchell had attended the last meeting of One Voice Wales where they, as well as representatives from other Community Councils, raised their concerns about communications with MCC.  County Cllr Fox was present. There was concern about responsiveness and communication against a broad range of issues  All experienced  problems with routine correspondence, planning matters such as plans being sent to the wrong Council and delays . 

The meeting was told that at MCC there is a recognition of these issues and a desire to address them. The issues that were raised will be taken back to MCC by Cllr Fox. Staff will be reminded of their obligations. 

Ken Burke from One Voice Wales  will follow this up and Cllr Harvey will report  outcome to Members 

Minute 2205 To receive report on Fields Association meeting  

Green wedge. Cllr  Crundwell  reported that he attended a meeting with the Directors of the Fields association. The purchase of Lot 3 is hopefully nearing completion. The funds are already in the Fields Association account.

Blethyn Close Open space. They have still not had any information regarding the proposed lease. They are aware that they will require some form of dog policy for allowing dog walking on the land.

It was agreed that the Clerk should set up a meeting between Cllr Down, The Fields Association and Cllrs Crundwell, Harvey and Mitchell.                                                                                  C/FWD

It was further agreed that Cllr Down should be requested to produce an updated newsletter around September/October, following on from his last  newsletter                                                    C/FWD

Minute 2206  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report previously circulated to all Cllrs via e mail
1. Village signs at Mynyddbach 

I have now received written confirmation that there will be a Mynyddbach nameplate. As I told you in a previous e mail, MCC have suggested locating only one nameplate - at the bottom of School Hill. It is apparently usual for two nameplates to be situated, one either side of the road but there is insufficient room on the opposite side of the road without locating on private land. The new nameplate will incorporate the 30mph sign.

The reason given for not installing the two other signs is that there is no available location. 

After consulting with Mynyddbach Cllrs and viewing the sites myself, I spoke to Graham Kinsella  at MCC

It became apparent that he had not viewed all three locations and will look again at the suggestion of the junction near the School as it may be possible to site a sign nearer to the school.

It is more doubtful that a sign could be sited at the bottom of Weyloed Lane.                             C/FWD
2. Village signs at Earlswood

I have explained again the reasons for Earlswood signs and Graham Kinsella ha said he will look again at siting a sign coming from Shirenewton into Earlswood - but I don’t hold out much hope for a change in his view.                                                                                                                                                C/FWD
3. Horse signs

I have received a letter from the local horse trainer in support of the erection Horse and Rider signs and have passed this to MCC. They have acknowledged receipt. I have also received a complaint from a horse owner that she almost came to grief with a van (from MCC as it happens!). I advised her to complain to MCC and passed this information on myself as well. 

I have again spoken to Graham Kinsella and he tells me that he and his Manager are aware of the petition that is being organised. Once this is received, the situation will be reviewed and a decision made  C/FWD                                              
4. Enforcement issues

1. New Mill, Earlswood. Complaint of boundary extended. New case opened              C/FWD

2. Cala Cottage, Earlswood. Complaint of enlargement of approved footprint. New case opened  
No Breach                                                                                                                                   COMPLETED
3. Llwyn Celyn. Grade 2 building. Work has stopped at present. It is thought that this is because the owner has put an application to CADW for grant funding. An enforcement officer has visited the site in June and taken extensive photos but a lot of removal had been carried out before Planning were informed of the work.                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                      C/FWD 

4. Green Lane, Shirenewton. A planning application has been received but is not complete.   C/FWD
5. Highways issues

1. Roadway from centre of village to shop.

The area around the manholes have been repaired but not the edge of the road. I put in a request for both areas to b e repaired but the MCC engineer reported that he did not think that the edge required repair. I have referred this back to MCC as the road on the opposite side to the Old Engineers Arms definitely looks as if it is falling away                                                                                                                     C/FWD
2. School route from Mynyddbach to Tan House Court

Still waiting to hear what is happening with the repair of this.                                                       C/FWD

The pathway is in a worse condition now than originally reported due to the heavy rain. 

The pathway to the school  (from Cox’s Well) is very overgrown with brambles. The Clerk will report this to Highways.     

6. Removal of telephone boxes

I sent in the Community Council objections to the removal of payphones at Gaerllwyd and West End. I complained that the reception for mobile phones is very patchy in these areas. BT responded by saying that it is a commercial decision on the part of the mobile operators as to whether or not to invest in a particular area. While they agree that it is possible that a lack of mobile coverage could lead to increased payphone use BT said that the payphones they propose to remove receive very little usage 

From September 2007 to date

Gaerllwyd   58 calls

West End   127 calls                                                                                                                  C/FWD

7. Allotments at Mynyddbach

I received a copy of an application form that I sent out to all the original applicants. All seven of them completed the application forms and I have sent these and a copy of the original written applications to Colin Berg as there appears to be some doubt in his mind that there are sufficient applicants for the allotments. 

I have received a letter from Colin Berg acknowledging  receipt of completed application forms for allotments in the Shirenewton  area. He states that these have been forwarded to the Estates manager who will be dealing with this matter   

The question was raised about the statutory time for response from MCC to an application for an allotment. Cllr Harvey will contact One Voice Wales tomorrow.                                             C/FWD                                                                                               
8. Best Kept Village

The winner of the Best Kept Village will not be announced until September at County Hall when invited guests only will attend a reception there.                                                                                           C/FWD
9. National Training programme for Community and town Councils in Wales

I have sent One Voice Wales the number of  Cllrs and a list of the various modules that they wish to attend. One Voice Wale will now look at grouping different Community Councils together in the area. For the number of Cllrs wishing to attend, the total cost would be £550. Clerks are able to attend and I would like to but that will take the total cost to £700.    

It was agreed that this would be too big a cost from the precept. The Clerk will send out full information on all the modules and do a review of needs.

It was alternatively suggested that not all modules need be done in the same year and could be spread over a much wider period.                                                                                                                 C/FWD
10. Car parking in lay by below Owl Barn  

Since Cllr Harvey raised this issue, I have not seen any cars parked in this lay by when I have driven in and out of the village. I have asked all Cllrs to let me know if they witness this situation with times and car registration numbers. I will then be able to follow this up with the Police.    

Cllr Harvey reported that since he raised the issue he had not seen any vehicles left in the lay by but Cllr Crundwell had noted a lorry left overnight. Cllrs were reminded to take numbers of any vehicles left overnight for the Clerk to follow up                                                                                                  C/FWD       

Minute 2207 Items of local concern -information only

 The Clerk reported  that Cllr Down had asked if the Council wished to accept his annual gift of daffodil bulbs. As they took so long to be planted last year he wondered if an alternative may be more acceptable. 

It was agreed that the daffodils were most acceptable and planting would be organised earlier this year. Cllr Moore volunteered to plant some. 

There is now an eighteen page document on the MCC website detailing the proposed areas put forward for inclusion in the LDP. The Clerk will send details of this link to all Cllrs.
11. Correspondence

1. MCC Regeneration, Environment and Resources Directorate. Survey on maintenance services (copies for completion previously circulated to all Cllrs

2. Crossroads Newsletter

3. Welsh Assembly    Resource pack on final guidance on relationship building measures and charters for unitary authorities and community and town councils   

4. Wye Valley ANOB   Annual report 2007/08  incorporating 2009 calendar

5. Wye Valley  In Touch  newsletter

Minute 2208  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being September 1st 2008

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



