
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on October 6th  2008 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                         Mrs E McCombe              

                             C Crundwell

                              R Mitchell

                             C Eickhoff  

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

 Apologies: 

         Cllr J Harvey

          Cllr Mrs Saysell   

In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                       PC  Cowburn     

                       Ms Glynis McDonald

                       Ms Alison Broughton 

                       Mrs C Jones      Clerk

                       1  Member  of the public 

Minute 2222    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents 1/9/08 to 3/10/08 

2/9/08 - Suspicious males looking to buy scrap - Shirenewton.

5/9/08 - Vehicle struck a fence at Earlswood.

6/9/08 - Injured badger B4235 near Shirenewton. 

10/9/08 - Complaint regarding mail being redirected. 

11/9/08 - Temporary traffic lights on B4235 out of order. 

14/9/08 - Suspicious van at Earlswood. 

21/9/08 - Bottle containing some methadone found in a recycling box, Shirenewton. 

28/9/08 - 2 horses loose Shirenewton - placed in field. 

30/9/08 - Vehicle obstruction near the Tredegar Arms. 

3/10/08 - Dwelling burglary between Shirenewton & Earlswood. 

Recently there has been an increase in burglaries in the large rural area between Chepstow, Caldicot, Usk & Monmouth. Most of these have occurred during the day, while the occupants have been out. Please report to Police any suspicious sightings with vehicle registration numbers if possible. 

Minute 2223   To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on September 1st 2008

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendments

Minute 2217 should read ‘It was agreed that all comments should be e mailed or a hard copy provided to the Clerk…….

Minute 2218 should read ‘estates manager’ 

Minute 2224 

 Planning

To consider the following applications     

1.      The Old Barn, Lower Argoed, Shirenewton

          Kitchen extension

Incorrect plans were initially sent by MCC and by the time new plans were received it allowed very little time for Cllrs to give full consideration. It was resolved that the Clerk should request an extension of time and the plans will be discussed at the November meeting.                                       C/FWD    

2.     Llanmelin Hill Fort       

        Provision of informal visitor parking and soft landscaped vehicular track through woodland to Hill Fort  

        site, for maintenance purposes and pedestrian public access

Recommend approval

Items of local concern  

Minute 2225   To consider request from Recreation Association for them to carry out work to improve drainage on field and rebuild shed

The Recreation Association sought approval in principle from the Community Council, as Landlords, for them to improve the drainage of the field and also to rebuild the shed. The condition of the field has at various times caused sporting organisations to cancel fixtures. Because of the success of the Hall, more local organisations are using it and storage has become a big problem. Currently the shed is damp and not suitable for storage. The Recreation Association will look for grants to fund these projects.

It was agreed to support the projects in principle.                                                   COMPLETED

Minute 2226   To consider any nominations to be put forward for Chair and Vice Chair of One Voice Wales

No nominations  put forward                                                                                   COMPLETED

Minute 2227   To consider Environment Issues  

There had been difficulty in the sub group meeting due to holidays and other commitments but it was decided that the group would meet again in the near future. The sub group will consist of Cllrs Crundwell Eickhoff, Leaf, Morton and Mitchell.

Cllr Crundwell had produced a wind turbine checklist that can be used for any applications received in the future. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would confirm with MCC planning that all points were covered.    C/FWD

Minute 2228   To consider possible ideas for CEDS grant 

No further ideas were forthcoming.

It was resolved that the idea that was suggested last month i.e. five-a-side goals  would be discussed with the Recreation Committee by Cllr Moore                                                                                 C/FWD

Minute 2229   To determine response to MCC regarding withdrawal of free grass cutting service in 2009

MCC have written to say that they will withdraw the free grass cutting service in 2009. They also did this in 2008 but the decision was rescinded. At that time the Clerk made enquiries to find someone to cut the grass but failed to find anyone to quote for a lesser figure than MCC. The figure quoted by MCC for 2009 is £1880 +VAT. The areas in question are the Shirenewton recreation field and an area in Mynyddbach between Cherry tree Cottage and Whitehall. The Open Space at Mynyddbach will continue to be cut as it is owned by MCC. 

The Clerk referred members to the decision taken in January 2008 when it was resolved that the Clerk should write to the Recreation Association reassuring them that the grass would be cut regularly and no payment would be expected from them. 

It was agreed that Cllr Moore would speak to the Recreation Committee regarding a contribution to the costs.                                                                                                                                              C/FWD

Minute 2230   To review voting on motions put forward from Forum

Of the thirteen motions, there was a majority in favour of ten of the motions.

Annual newsletter in March. Delivered to every door

Public meeting and social event in April

Make better use of elected MCC Cllr

Reports from attendees of meetings

Plan 3 key objectives for year

Amendments to Agenda order

Meeting with MCC planning authority

Develop Community Action Plan

SCC table at Fete

Joint communication and planning meeting with other local organisations

The remaining three motions did not have a clear majority in favour.

They were:

Actively encourage seats to be contested

Mid-term Public /Cllrs coffee morning

Nominated Cllr to write input for Parish magazine (rotated six monthly)

It was resolved that the Clerk would arrange to set the agreed motions within the Calendar

It was further resolved that the three remaining motions would be re-visited next year        C/FWD

Minute 2231    To confirm representatives attending MCC sessions ‘Planning Training for Community and Town Councils’

The session will be held at County Hall on Friday 21st November 

It was agreed that the four representatives attending would be Cllrs Eede, McCombe, Morton and the Clerk

Minute 2232   Items of local concern -information only

Recycling. MCC are will be launching a new improved service in pilot areas in the south of the county, to include nearly all types of plastic and card/cardboard as well as the usual paper, glass, cans and textiles. Pilot areas include The Danes in Chepstow, Church Rd and streets off in Caldicot, Caerwent and much of the Wye Valley.

Concern was expressed as to how the success of this venture will be measured.

It was agreed that Cllr Down will investigate how this will be done                                 C/FWD

Daffodils

The daffodils generously donated by Cllr Down again this year have been planted in Shirenewton and Earlswood. Cllr Down was thanked for his donation                                                          COMPLETED

Short reports from meetings attended

Minute 2233 Shirenewton School Governors

Cllr Mitchell reported that the head of school, Jayne Edwards, had advised him that she had met with MCC in relation to safer routes to school. She has not yet had a copy of the plans and hoped MCC would advise the Community Council of its plans. She would be happy to attend the next Community Council meeting to discuss the plans.

It was agreed to invite the head teacher to the next meeting                                                  C/FWD  

Minute 2234

National Energy Workshop stakeholders meeting

Cllrs Harvey and Eede attended. Cllr Eede reported that the meeting content was narrower than suggested by the title. It was a pre-consultation exercise It was based on the responsibility of local authorities. The number of  social housing in Monmouthshire is 205 and the sessions concentrated on better insulation, better education 

Minute 2235

Civic reception

Cllr and Mrs Mitchell attended. Cllr Mitchell reported that it was a worthwhile event for making contacts.

Minute 2236

Best Kept Village Competition awards reception

Cllr Moore and the Clerk attended. They reported that they were very pleased to accept a framed certificate for the winner of the Best Kept Village Hall and also a ‘Highly Commended ‘ certificate in the Best Kept Village category. There were thirteen entrants into these categories and this was the highest number in any of the categories.

The judges comments on the score sheet were:

The Tredegar Arms car park was improved, but there was some litter. The wall fronting the car park was attractively planted.

The footpath from the memorial to the Church was much improved, but there were some weeds at the Memorial and along the footpath.

The Churchyard was well cut with an area left for conservation. The perimeter both internally and externally had been tended and was much improved.

The Village Hall and playing field were well cared for and looked most attractive.

There was litter on the floor adjacent to the litter bin near the children’s swings.

Redd Landes was immaculate and a pleasure to view.

The footpath alongside the Tan House at Tan House Court had been cleared and was an improvement on previous years.

The Tan House car park was litter free, except for a bottle and can at the fence opposite Ballintober. There was some plastic litter on the grassed area to the right of Ballintober.

We enjoyed viewing the many fine gardens and congratulate you on the improvements that you have made. 

Minute  2237   To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                                   

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                110.04

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             38.93

It was resolved to make all payments

b) To receive half yearly figures and anticipated budget to year end

The Clerk presented the half yearly figures 

c) To determine amount of possible additional grant money available by application of local bodies

It was resolved that the Clerk will advertise the ‘small pot of money’ that will be available, on web site, Parish magazine and notice boards 

It was further resolved that the Clerk will write to organisations already receiving a donation and reminding them of their obligation to notify the Community Council how the funds are spent, while also advising them that they can apply for the additional funds.

Minute  2238  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report previously circulated via e mail

1.  Joint Police/Community Council Surgery

This will be on the 18th October and Cllr Mitchell will attend with PC Cowburn 

2.  Highways issues

Old Road, Goytre Farm to Penycaemawr

Response from Highways ‘ The C64-1 section of Golden Hill was considered but not included in the 2008/09 surface dressing schedule. It will be considered in the 2009/10 Programme and hopefully included’ (This is not shown in the 4 year plan that I have just received - copies available at meeting - see correspondence 5 on Agenda) 

Cllr Down informed Members that surface dressing projects would not be included in the 4 year plan. 

Cllrs were concerned that this road will have reverted to the same state it was in last year  if something is not done soon

The Clerk was requested to pass this information to MCC  

School Route from Mynyddbach to Tan House Court 

A contractor has been to assess the work required to repair the path and it is hoped that the work will be carried out by Christmas. Meanwhile a Field Officer from MCC has assessed that the path although eroded is of sufficient width for the safe passage of pedestrians.                                                                                                                         I have spoken with Mike Sayce of the Fields Association who tells me that the purchase of the fields should be completed by the end of October. Apparently this path is not following the original line due to bushes and bramble s that have grown up . It is the intention of the Fields Association to put the path back to original line.  I have today arranged for a meeting between MCC and Mike Sayce. 

Cllr Moore would wish to attend this meeting and when I have confirmation of the time I will advise her.

Cllrs who were  familiar with the path were appalled at the current condition of the path and feel, contrary to MCC’s assessment, that it is unsafe.

The Clerk was requested to put the concerns of the Cllrs to MCC

Path to School at Cox’s Well

Now been cut back                                                                                                     COMPLETED                                                                                                                

Corner at Prysgubach 

Additional road markings have now been laid                                                           COMPLETED                                                                         
Replacement safety barrier at the Rhewl, Shirenewton

The work required has been put out for tender and quotes have been received. A date for starting the work should be arrived at very soon. The person actually dealing with this project is not in the office until October 7th and I will speak to him then to see if I can get any further information.                                 C/FWD                                                                           

Road markings approaching roundabout off M4 at Chepstow

Awaiting response from SWTRA                                                                                                 C/FWD                                                                                               
Horse and rider signs 

I have spoken with Mrs Budd who told me that a petition signed by more than 200 people will be presented by Cllr Down to MCC on 9th October. You may also have seen an article in the Free Press with David Davies pledging his support. The article states that the road is the B4235 also called the Usk Road but the stretch of road we have been requesting signs for is the Earlswood Road!                                                   C/FWD  

Cllr  Down confirmed that he is to present the petition

3.  Car parking in lay by below Owl Barn

I informed PC Cowburn of this. His response suggests it might be better if the aggrieved phoned the Police when there is a problem or it might be better to contact the firm in question. I forwarded his response to Cllr Harvey as it was he who had made the complaint                                                                COMPLETED                                                                                                                     

4.  Traffic Calming

Acknowledgement received of completed survey and notification that a copy of Shirenewton Traffic Calming measures has been passed to Paul Keeble but no response as yet from him.               C/FWD                                                            
5.  Lease on Open Space

Awaiting  dates from Cllr Down to arrange meeting between Cllrs Crundwell, Harvey, Mitchell and members of the Fields Association                                                                                         C/FWD 

 Meeting  arranged for Thursday 9th October at 8pm   

6.  Removal of BT kiosks

Minutes of MCC  Cabinet meeting  of 3rd September show the following:

DECISION: 

To object to the proposals to remove the payphones to which objections have been received as set out in the attached appendix. (the two kiosks in the Shirenewton wards are included)

REASONS: 
The removal of these payphones in areas of the County that are isolated and sparsely populated with inadequate mobile telephone coverage will adversely affect the provision of public telephone services in these rural areas putting lives and health at risk as their removal would impede the community, visitors and those using the County’s highways in an 

emergency and unacceptably reduce access to public telephone services.                                 COMPLETED                                                                                                                                                 

7.  Alternative venues for Community Council meetings.

I have now  booked Earlswood Hall for the months of September 2009 to February 2010 on the first Monday in every month.                                                                                                                            COMPLETED
8.  LDP Issues and Vision Report

Responses collated and sent to MCC                                                                                      COMPLETED 

Cllr Down told the meeting that he apologised for the fact that he had not previously informed Members of the request to move the boundary of a garden adjacent to Blethyn Close Open Space.. He said that this was a genuine error on his part and he appreciated that this was an area of concern for Members  

9.  Path behind War Memorial

In previous years this Council has paid to have this path cleared but as this is a public right of way the responsibility should fall to MCC. I am in negotiation with MCC over this.                                                             
I have spoken to members of the PCC and they will cut the overhanging trees back.

 I have since spoken again with MCC. The path has now been cleared of moss and also sprayed . I have also discussed a hand rail on the wall and will know more about the possibility of this later.       C/FWD                                                                                    

10.  Website

There is a new One Voice Wales website where each local council can have a page for publishing Minutes etc. There is a Members area with a Resource section. This could be quite helpful (I hope) You will require a password from me to access it. There are not a huge number of Councils on there at the moment but it is early days.

12. Correspondence

1.   Wye Valley AONB newsletter (copy for all Cllrs)

2.   One Voice Wales. Notice of motions chosen to be put forward at AGM 11th October 2008

3.   MCC. Invitation for Members to become volunteer testers of its new website. (previously e mailed to      

      Cllrs)

4.   Chairman of MCC.   Invitation to Charity Evening  Thursday 30th October in Monmouth (Cheese &  

      wine)      Tickets £8

5.   MCC  Highways Feedback Survey results and current 4 year plan (copies available)

6.   CAB Chepstow   Annual report

7.   Historical Society. AGM is on Tuesday 28th October, 7.15 pm at the Huntsman. Also request for committee  members. (I have forms if required)

Minute 2239  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being November 3rd 2008

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



