
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on January 12th 2009 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              R Mitchell
                             C Eickhoff  

                      Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

                      Mrs E McCombe

 Apologies: 

In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                       PC  Cowburn     

                       Ms Alison Broughton

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                        5  Members  of the public 

Minute 2265   To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
Police incidents Shirenewton & Earlswood 29/11/08 to 2/1/09 

2/12/08 - Cows on the road between Shirenewton & Earlswood 

2/12/08 - Lost house keys at Shirenewton - found. 

3/12/08 - Car in hedge B4235 near Shirenewton. 

8/12/08 - Car stolen from Shirenewton. Found burnt out in Wentwood. 

9/12/08 - B4235 still being used despite road closure. 

16/12/08 - House alarm Shirenewton - Fault. 

16/12/08 - Vehicle parked at odd location Earlswood - No offences. 

21/12/08 - Stolen wreaths dumped at Great Barnets Wood. 

21/12/08 - Three trials bikes in Wentwood - Not located. 

22/12/08 - Suspicious vehicle in Shirenewton - No offences. 

22/12/08 - Neighbour dispute at Shirenewton Re dogs. 

24/12/08 - Separate neighbour dispute near Shirenewton Re dogs. 

Minute 2266   To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on December 1st  2008

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2267   Planning

1. Oslo, Mynyddbach

Outline planning permission for the erection of two pairs of semi-detached dwellings

Several members of the public in attendance expressed their objections to this application

 Recommend refusal on the following grounds 

· All dwellings on this side of road are bungalows and the dwellings applied for would  be out of character with existing dwellings. The site has significant aesthetic impact on the village of Mynyddbach when approached from Chepstow along the Usk Road

· Roof lines would be above the top hedge line on the lane  

· There does not appear to be sufficient parking/turning room for the probable number of cars. 

· There would be increased traffic for access on to the lane and then School Hill

· Potential for subsidence on the non-adopted lane, caused by ground works

· Overlooking adjacent property

· Over ambitious and over developed site 

Rose Cottage, Usk Road, Mynyddbach

Conversion of barn into dwelling

Recommend approval

Lower House Cottage, Earlswood

Demolition of old pig-sty and erection of orangey

Recommend approval subject to the following

Materials used as per Design Statement

No light pollution through roof

Dyers House, Itton

Recommend approval subject to the following

Key architectural features such as mill leet and wheel are kept

Bwthyn Cadwen, Pen-y-cae-mawr

Re-submission. Erection of wind turbine to supply domestic power 

This was previously recommended for approval by this Council in April 08. As there are no significant changes approval was recommended

Little Folly, Bluebell Lane, Earlswood.

Notification has been received of amendment to plans previously recommended for refusal by SCC.

Changed from wooden balcony to a patio area retained by stone wall on the rear south elevation.

MCC state that as there is not a fundamental change to the proposal and it has noted that SCC has already recommended refusal there is no need for re-consultation with a re-consultation period. 

Field adjacent to Recreation Hall

Retrospective planning approved on driveway and widening of gateway.

MCC  Consultation document received on Planning Application Validation checklist and revised car parking standards

Details previously sent to all Cllrs via e mail

Items of Local Concern 

Minute 2268    To receive update on disposal of land at Mynyddbach

The Clerk reported that she had sent two e mails to Debra Hill Howells before Christmas. One on 13th December requesting her to provide Section and paragraph of the Act  that she previously quoted that she says means SCC cannot compulsorily hire the land. The second sent on the 18th December was the letter of objection to the sale of the land. Copies were sent to Colin Berg and Peter Fox.  Responses to either e mail were not received within MCC’s stated time limit and a reminder e mail was sent on 26th December with copies to Colin berg and Peter Fox. Still no response to date.   The Clerk had today telephoned Debra Hill-Howells but was told that she is away today. The Clerk then e mailed County Cllr Down. He responded that he had tried himself to speak with Debra Hill-Howells  today but has been told that she is away. The Clerk will continue to try and find out the current position.                                                                    C/FWD
Minute 2269   To determine plan for way forward for Village Shop 

Cllr Eickhoff reported that he had contacted the owner and there was no prospect of obtaining the previous shop without purchasing the full premises. This would be too expensive. He had made enquiries and felt that it would be viable to run a shop commercially. 

It was agreed that as there is now a bankruptcy order he will explore the possibilities of splitting the building with the Trustee in Bankruptcy.                                                                                    C/FWD

A new tenant is to take over the Lease at the Carpenter’s Arms and it was suggested that this could be a possible alternative venue. The landlady of the Tredegar Arms has previously asked for suggestions for extra services that could be provided. However Members felt that it would not be appropriate to approach the Tredegar Arms because of insufficient space.

It was agreed that Cllr Morton would approach the new tenant of the Carpenters Arms            C/FWD

It was further agreed that after all the information was available, a public meeting should be called.       

Minute 2270    Safer routes in Communities   

The Clerk had previously advised all Cllrs  via e mail of the outcome of her  discussion with Mark Youngman after the meeting at Shirenewton School. Basically the main three area of concern that he said came out of the meeting were 

1. The removal of hedgerow

2. The additional pathway within the school grounds

3. Lack of car parking.

Cllr Crundwell had drafted and circulated a letter to all Cllrs stating the objections of the Community Council. 

It was agreed that there should be two amendments to the letter. 

1. The suggestion of rumble strips instead of road narrowing.

2. In addition to the existing suggestion in the letter that the hedge should not be removed, it should be pointed out that the hedge could be reduced in height. 

It was further agreed that the letter should be sent to Mark Youngman (MCC) with copies to  County Cllr Down and the Head Teacher at Shirenewton School.  


Minute 2271   To discuss Connections document  

Cllr Harvey reported that the Connections report should fall in line with recommendations from the Welsh Assembly but it does not. A draft Charter is now being prepared which supersedes the Connections report. This will be circulated for discussion

Minute 2272  To determine responses to LDP Strategic Options Report  

This report had been previously circulated to all Members by the Clerk. Responses should be with MCC by 30th January. 

It was agreed that this warranted discussion at a separate meeting, the date to be arranged by the Chairman                                                                                                                            C/FWD                                                                         

Minute 2273 Items of local concern -information only

It was agreed that the Clerk’s annual review should be carried out in January by Cllrs Harvey and Mitchell. Cllr Mitchell will contact Cllr Harvey and Clerk re date. 

Cllr Eede reported that the road passing the Grondra is much busier of late and the sharp bend requires signage.

Cllr Crundwell reported that there had been a case of joy-riding at Blethyn Close.

Cllr Eickhoff reported  that the School lights had been on for the whole weekend but he was looking into the reason for this

Short reports from meetings attended

There were no reports

Minute2274 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  395.22

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                110.04

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             13.23                            

It was resolved to make all payments

b) The Clerk reported that she had at last received a cheque for the portion of the replacement bus shelter not covered by SCC’s Insurance policy. The cheque for £1150.50 was obtained from the third parties Insurer.

c) To confirm annual increase in Clerk’s salary in line with NALC  backdated to April 2008

It was agreed that the increase should be made in the January 2009 salary, backdated to April 2008

Minute 2275  Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report handed out at meeting

 Traffic Calming /Safe routes in the Communities

I advised all Cllrs  via e mail of the outcome of my discussion with Mark Youngman after the meeting at Shirenewton School. Basically the main three area of concern that he said came out of the meeting were 

1. the removal of hedgerow

2. The additional pathway within the school grounds

3. Lack of car parking.

Following the meeting the surveyor carried out further investigation in  the light of the concerns that were raised. The next step is for him to have consultation with County Cllr Down,  the Head Teacher and the surveyor.

I again raised the issue of Traffic Calming in Shirenewton . As we already know there was not sufficient money in the grant to fund any changes. However Mark Youngman said that concerns had been raised at the meeting about the safety of children when there are no pavements. Mark Youngman said that MCC intends to re-visit the traffic calming issues that SCC raised. 

2. Precept 2009/10

Applied for and confirmation received that it is receiving the appropriate attention

3. Gwent levels Flood defence Alliance

I have made further enquiries and as suggested last month, any donations from the Community Council will go towards a ’fighting fund’ 

4. Grass cutting 

I have received a report from One Voice Wales as follows

‘I now have to hand the legal opinion – The County Council no longer need to carry out the grass cutting service, free of charge, if they do not own the land, or if they own the land but have leased it out to a third party, such as a community council, if the lease specifies the responsibility for maintenance rests with the lease holder.

If the County Council owns the land, transferred from a previous authority, and it is not leased out then they are responsible and must carry out the work.

From the information given it would appear that the County Council have only sent out notices to those Community Councils, and individual organizations, who are referred to in the initial paragraph above.

Unfortunately it will be down to you next year.’                                                          COMPLETED

5. Horse and Rider signs

 Awaiting report from Cllr Down following his meeting in December with MCC and Mrs Budd        C/FWD                             
6. Possible illegal dwelling at Gaerllwyd

Response from Enforcement is that the mobile home is off the lane on land owned by Gaerllwyd Bungalow. A Planning Contravention Notice has been sent to the landowner and MCC will take enforcement action to get the mobile home removed as it is unacceptable.                                                               COMPLETED
 12. Correspondence

1. MCC.  Application forms for Cllrs to apply for copies of the Electoral Roll

2. One Voice Wales. Latest edition of ‘The Voice’ (one copy for distribution amongst Members)

3.National Assembly for Wales. Invitation to respond to the consultation currently taking place on the financial support available to Assembly Members. Deadline for responses 30th January 2009. Responses by letter or via website http://www.assemblywales.org/. Also further opportunity at public meeting at 10am on 27th January at the Celtic Suite, UWIC, Cardiff. Telephone 08450105500 to book a place. (Details e mailed to Cllrs)

13. To confirm date next meeting as February 2nd 
                                                                                                                 Chairman: ……………………

                                                                                                                  Date……………………….    



