
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on February 2nd 2009 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              R Mitchell

                              K Morton

                       Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

                      Mrs E McCombe

 Apologies: 

                Councillor:

                           C Eickhoff

                         Mrs S Saysell

                            G Down  Monmouthshire County Council         

In attendance:

                       Ms Glynis McDonald

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       2  Members  of the public 

Minute  2276   To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 

PC Cowburn was unable to attend. The Clerk read his written report 

Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents 4/1/09 to 30/1/09    

10/1/09 - Alarm at Earlswood - fault. 

19/1/09 - Road accident between Shirenewton & Llangwm - Fail to stop.

 21/1/09 - Silent 999 - young child from Shirenewton. 

25/1/09 - Off road bikes in the forest near Earlswood. 

25/1/09 - Vehicle turned over near Shirenewton - minor injuries. 

27/1/09 - Rogue traders in Shirenewton - Tree cutting work. 

28/1/09 - Report of cow in road near Shirenewton - search negative. 

Cllr Moore (Neighbourhood Watch coordinator) reported that it has been confirmed that the PACT meting will now be combined with Neighbourhood Watch meetings. 

She also reported that there had been instances of rogue trader offering to cut trees. The message to all residents is to be vigilant.

Cllr Mitchell reported that he had attended the joint Police/Council session in January which included a walkabout in Shirenewton Village. They had spoken with residents but no issues were raised.

Minute 2277    To approve and sign the minutes of the  Council meeting held on  January 12th   2009

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment to Minute 2273 Items of local concern - information only

Cllr Eede reported that the road passing the Grondra is much busier of late and the sharp bend in the road requires signage.

Minute 2278  Planning

Lower Weyloed, Shirenewton

Amended access

It  was felt by Cllrs that the plans were unclear and a further site visit was recommended 

It was agreed that a further site visit should be carried out by Cllrs Crundwell, Eede and Harvey.

It was further agreed that all Cllrs would accept the recommendations of the Cllrs Crundwell, Eede and Harvey which would be advised to the Clerk who was authorised to report them to MCC

Notification of change of name

Existing address: Trevana, Earlswood, Chepstow changed to

North Hill House, Earlswood, Chepstow  

Complaint of tipping at Tredegar Farm Earlswood reported 

Enforcement investigated. Result - No Breach        

Items of Local  Concern

Minute 2279  Report from Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Fields Association

Mr Mike Sayce and Mr Stu Dutton attended the meeting to give a report on behalf of  SAMFAL.(Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Fields Association Limited) The Community Council was thanked for the support, both moral and financial, that it had provided. The fields are now owned by SAMFAL. There is to be a public meeting at the Recreation Hall on March 7th . Information leaflets  have been distributed  via the Parish magazine and the website is now live. The Association is hoping to attract membership. 

An invitation was extended to Council members to attend the public launch meeting.  

The Chairman congratulated  SAMFAL on obtaining the fields. He also expressed thanks for the invitation and it is hoped that Cllrs will be able to attend.                                                                 COMPLETED
Minute 2280  To receive update  on Village Shop

Cllr Eickhoff was unable to attend the meeting but had informed the Clerk that he had written to the Official Receiver and was awaiting a reply.

Cllr Morton reported that he had approached family members of the new tenant at the Carpenter’s Arms but the information that he was given was that as they had only just taken on the tenancy it was too soon for them to think of any additional enterprise.                                                                             C/FWD
Minute 2281 To receive information on Gwent Levels Flood Defence Alliance

Cllr Leaf reported that the Environment Agency considered that Gwent Levels have a good level and as far as it is concerned it is not an urgent priority. It felt that the Alliance is looking to problems that could occur some way in the future but wanted the work done now. Cllr Harvey who has attended Alliance meetings disputed that the issues were far in the future. However it was agreed that any flooding would not be of direct concern to this area.                                                                                                  COMPLETED   

Minute 2282 To receive report on proposed Community Luncheon Club

Cllr Moore and the Clerk had met with the Tenant at the Tredegar Arms, Julie Godwin. She was eager to help with the initiative. She suggested that she wanted it to be a non-profit making venture.  The following details were provisionally agreed with her.

VENUE                             TREDEGAR ARMS

COST                                 FIXED PRICE £6 for two courses (non -profit making initiative)

TRANSPORT                    MAY BE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

ELIGIBILITY                    PENSIONABLE AGE

FREQUENCY                   FORTNIGHTLY/MONTHLY to suit demand)

TIME and DAY                  TUES or WED (whichever is most 

                                            requested in research)  12. until 3pm.

                                            Lunch will be served at 12.30-12.45   

START DATE                    APRIL 2009

Cllr Moore and the Clerk had already carried out some market research. 

They reported that so far everyone approached had been very positive. From the research carried out so far the most favourable day was Wednesday and frequency monthly. They had looked into volunteer transport and would look further into the transport options such as hiring a bus and using the Grass Routes service.

Notices containing the above details will be posted on the website and  on Notice Boards. An article has been put in the February issue of the Parish magazine. Details will also be provided to relevant local organizations.

Cllrs were asked to approach eligible people in their own wards and report back with any views expressed.

The intention is to include residents of all four wards of Shirenewton Community Council. If the venture proves popular enough to be held more than once a month, then perhaps another pub would wish to offer the same facility.

It was agreed that Cllr Moore and the Clerk should continue with the work required to bring this initiative to fruition                                                                                                                        C/FWD

Minute 2283  Items of local concern -information only

Peniel Chapel. Cllr McCombe had investigated the notice advising the removal of grave stones to an adjacent field which is non-consecrated ground. This was contrary to the indications given in the recent approved planning application. Cllr McCombe will continue her investigations on behalf of the Community Council.                                                                                                                                         C/FWD
It was also reported that stables to the east of this area are being used as a dwelling without planning permission. The Clerk was requested to check with Enforcement on this matter                      C/FWD

Cllr Harvey raised the issue of grass cutting fees again. The previous advice that the Community Council received from One Voice Wales was that as we owned the Land we would be responsible for the cost of cutting the grass. Cllr Harvey said that he had found additional information that he believed meant that where the responsibility  was passed on by MCC, the funds should follow. Cllr Harvey will contact One Voice Wales and report back at the next meeting                                                                      C/FWD

MCC Bus surgeries

These are being held throughout February for views and questions in One Stop Shops in 

Chepstow Feb 2nd            12-4

Abergavenny  Feb 3rd   12-2

Caldicot         Feb 4th    12-2 

Monmouth     Feb 5th    12-2

 For further information :01633 644777

Highways report that there will be some work carried out bridge protection at Bully Hole Road, Earlswood. Some of the road may be coned off. The proposed duration of the work is from 26th January until 31st May

Short reports from meetings attended

Shirenewton School Governors

Cllr Mitchell, as representative of the Community Council, had attended the School Governors meeting. He advised that the scheme that had bee put forward by MCC for ‘Safer Routes in the Communities’ had now been revised. Many objections that had been raised had been taken on board. For example the hedge would remain and the path running parallel to the one outside of the school would not be put in place. 

The car parking problem has still not been solved but currently there is no money to fund any changes.

It was noted by some Cllrs that a big part of the problem of parking at the school arises because people who could quite easily walk their children to school choose to drive.

Cllr Mitchell explained that next year thirteen children will be taken in from Chepstow. Shirenewton needs to do this to maximise their numbers.

The Clerk will ring Mark Youngman for an update on the plans.                                                C/FWD

LDP meeting

The sub committee met and discussed the questions raised in the LDP Newsletter 4. Notes of the meeting were then sent to the Clerk and she had sent the responses to the four questions to MCC (see attached)

Minute 2284 To consider Financial Matters

a)Bills presented for payment:-                                                                     £                                

Clerk’s salary less Pension contribution                                                  489.35

(includes backdated salary increase) 

Pension contribution for Clerk                                                              

(Council & Clerk contribution)                                                                136.25

Stationery and Expenses                                                                             47.94                                                                             

It was resolved to make all payments

b) To determine the outcome of grant applications

The Clerk reported the details of the applications that she had received from five organisations. She had also noted that applicants had expressed the view that it was made more difficult for them to know what percentage of their outlay they should apply for as they had no idea of the amount available for additional grants. 

It was resolved to distribute the grant money as follows:-

£50  Gaerllwyd Baptist Church           Towards exterior painting

£30  Valley Methodist Chapel              Towards moving of fence to increase size of burial ground and 

                                                                 increase in grass cutting fees

£80  Shirenewton Church.                    To purchase a folding table

£119 Recreation Association                To purchase a set of chairs

£118 Earlswood Hall                             To purchase a tea urn

Minute 2285 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs
1. Traffic Calming /Safe routes in the Communities

Amended letter (draft Cllr Crundwell) sent to Mark Youngman MCC, copies to Head teacher and County Cllr Down

                                                                                                                                               COMPLETED   

2. Clerk’s Annual review

Carried out by Cllrs Mitchell and Harvey   

It was agreed that there would be a separate confidential discussion of this.

3. Horse and Rider signs

 Awaiting decision from meeting in February                                                                           C/FWD 
4. Rubbish bin at Newton Lodge, Shirenewton
This bin is increasingly being used for dog waste - not very pleasant for the person who empties it! I requested a sign from the Dog Warden but there are no suitable signs available. I have therefore put a laminated sign on the bin requesting that the bin is not used for dog waste.         COMPLETED                                                               

5. Repair of road from The Chantry to the Square

The promised road repairs have been completed to the ‘falling away’ of the road edge. However it was apparent while the work was being carried out that the length of roadwork could have been extended at either end. I spoke to Steve Lane while the work was being carried out. He said the intention was to repair only the section of road that had fallen away but he did agree to extend the repair to the top end of the hill. It certainly looks much better and the hazard has been removed. The promised resurfacing work that was to be carried out last Summer from Llanfair Discoed to Shirenewton is now to be done this Summer.                 

                                                                                                                                   COMPLETED                                                                                      

6. Playground Equipment

The latest round of CEDS grants are now open to applications. Friday 20th February is the closing date. I am in the process of compiling an application for the Playground in partnership with the Recreation Association.

I have had a meeting with another company who may be less expensive than the other companies I have approached. I should receive their quote in about two weeks time.                               C/FWD                                                       
7. Allotments

I have at last received a response from Debra Hill Howells (following yet another reminder on 21st January which says

‘I apologise for the delay in my response, however I have been tied up with other issues that have had a time implication  

The matter will be considered in due course when the consultation responses have been considered. This will involve a review of whether to ask Member authority to continue with the disposal after reviewing the responses received.’ 

I have responded by reminding her that the original request for allotments was made more than three years ago and it would be appreciated if she could provide some sort of time frame for the resolution of this matter. No reply received  to date. 

The Clerk advised that she had received a response today stating that Debra Hill Howells cannot  provide a time frame but will let her  know as soon as she can                                                  C/FWD
8. Wind Turbine Checklist

I have again e mailed the Wind Turbine Checklist (as compiled by Cllr Crundwell) to  MCC Planning Dept for comments. I am awaiting a reply.                                                                                                 C/FWD                                                                                        
9. Response to LDP Questions Newsletter 4

Notes of meeting of sub-committee received and responses to questions in LDP Newsletter 4 sent to MCC. Acknowledgement received.

MCC will produce a report summarising representations received as a result of this consultation and will advise us further when this report becomes available.                                                    COMPLETED                                                                          

10.  Land at Earlswood Common rented to the Forestry Commission

I was asked to check on reports of saplings being removed from this land. I have spoken with the Forestry Commission and am awaiting a reply                                                                              C/FWD                                                                                                       

11. Motions arising from Communication Forum 

You will recall that there were ten motions agreed upon at the forum. Some I have put into the Diary for the relevant Agenda and some have been acted upon.

1. Annual newsletter delivered to every door

2. Public meeting and social event

3. Make better use of elected MCC Cllr

4. Reports from attendees at meetings                           ACTIONED

5. Plan 3 key objectives for year

6. Amendments to Agenda order                                   ACTIONED

7. Meeting with MCC Planning authority                      ACTIONED

8. Develop Community Action Plan

9. SCC table at Fete in June                 

 I have spoken with the Fete committee and they would be happy for SCC to man a table. A small donation would be welcome.  SCC would probably have to provide its own gazebo. Diarised for May for organising volunteers to man  the table,  provision of gazebo, posters, leaflets etc.  

10 . Joint communication and planning meeting with other local organisations

Diary

·  (denotes items from forum)
· Annual Newsletter   delivered to every door                                                                  March

      Best Kept Village                                                                                                            March

      Check boundaries  Shirenewton/Itton                                                                             March

      Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act - new powers                                            March                                                                                       

      Environment issues                                                                                                          March

      Hand rail on path behind war memorial                                                                          March

· Joint communication and planning meeting with other local organisations                   May

· Plan 3 key objectives for year                                                                                          May

· SCC Table at Fete in June                                                                                               May
· Public meeting and social event                                                                                      Sept

· Develop Community Action Plan                                                                                    May                                                    

 Correspondence

 1. Kidney Wales Foundation.    Walk for Life 2009  March 29th Applications available from Clerk

2. MCC . Request for help in reporting problems with street lighting and illuminated traffic signs, as the street lighting patroller’s service was withdrawn in December 2008. 

Minute 2286  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being March 2nd 2009

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



