
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on March 2nd 2009 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                              R Mitchell

                              C Eickhoff

                      Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

                      Mrs E McCombe

 Apologies: 

           Cllr  Crundwell

           Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council              

In attendance:

                       PC  Cowburn     

                       Ms Glynis McDonald

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       26   Members  of the public 

Minute  2287   To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 
3/2/09 - One vehicle accident B4235 near Shirenewton. 

3/2/09 - Jogger bitten by a farm dog near Shirenewton. 

8/2/09 - Alarm going off Mynyddbach - fault. 

8/2/09 - Stranded vehicle at Penycaemawr in the snow. 

9/2/09 - Burglary - 2 mountain bikes stolen from a garage at Shirenewton. 

10/2/09 - Flock of 26 sheep found at Earlswood. 

11/2/09 - Vehicle hit a wall at Shirenewton.

11/2/09 - Loser of 26 sheep phoned Police. 

13/2/09 - Sheep on the road at Earlswood. 

14/2/09 - Shed entered and cases of beer stolen at Shirenewton.

 14/2/09 - Report of young child driving a car on B4235 - search negative.

 17/2/09 - Garage entered. Hedge trimmer & other items stolen at Shirenewton. 

18/2/09 - Report of dangerous driving on the Crick Road. 

20/2/09 - Wheels stolen from a trailer at Penycaemawr. 

23/2/09 - Car crashed into Great Barnets Wood from B4235. 

24/2/09 - Concern expressed over a planning application for caravans at Earlswood. 

1/3/09  -  Tools stolen overnight from a garden in Shirenewton

The garages where the thefts occurred were unlocked overnight. 

PC Cowburn informed the meeting that the next PACT/Neighbourhood Watch meeting will be held on April 1st at  7.30pm

Minute  2288  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  February 2nd 2009

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2289

 Planning

1.Wentwood Mill Grounds, West End, Earlswood

Change of use planning permission. Holiday site for touring caravans (up to 30 units) and temporary/over winter storage.

· The site is on made up ground and there is concern that this will get swept straight into the brook 

· Concern over septic tank - could result in a huge amount of sewerage going into brook and there are animals in fields further down the valley which drink from the brook

· There is a water course running through the middle of the site

· There is a right of way across the centre of the site for forestry traffic and therefore it would be difficult to lock up the site.

· The access to this site is poor and unsuitable for large vehicles

· Road is single lane and cannot support the greatly increased traffic especially with the added complication of ‘non-reversible’ caravans

· Visibility on splay is poor (not 60 metres as suggested in application )

· The entrance to the site would share a bridleway to the forest. Concerns raised regarding Health and safety issues.

· No gradients showing on any of the plans but only a very small amount of the area is flat

· The site is in the Ancient Forest of Wentwood and should be preserved as an area of outstanding beauty

· This site would be an intrusion into the natural countryside and create an unacceptable visual impact 

· There would be an unacceptable level of  inevitable noise and light pollution

· The site is visible from roads, viewpoints and public footpaths

· There are three other existing sites in the proximity of this site which adequately provide for needs.

· Application is contrary to UDP 7.5 T5

Additional comments pertaining to actual application form inaccuracies
· Public right of way is affected

· Trees will need to be felled and hedgerow cut down

· Drainage and surface water issues are applicable

· Applicant does not own adjoining land 

· Concern that this application is raised as a change of use not as a full planning application

Additional comments on plans

· No detail provided on cesspit, overflow and lighting

· Disabled toilets referred to in application but nothing in plans to show this

· Gradients on land not shown

2.  Land at Bully Hole Bottom 

Erection of two non-permanent stables and feed store 

This area of land is on the Shirenewton/Itton boundary and the Clerk was requested to check that Itton had received details of this application

Recommend approval with the following comments

· Not for permanent structure

Items of local concern  

Minute 2290   To receive update on Village shop  

Cllr Eickhoff has been in touch with the Official receiver but was unable to gain much information. The meeting was informed that it was probably easier to obtain grant money for a new premises than to use an existing building.

Cllr Eickhoff has previously circulated a report detailing alternative sites It was suggested that a public meeting should be called.  

It was agreed that Cllr Eickhoff would look into funding of new sites.                                C/FWD

It was further agreed that a public meeting should be called following this.

Minute 2291  To receive update on proposed Community Luncheon Club  

Cllr Moore and the Clerk reported that there was great interest in the venture. The start date will be Wednesday 22nd April and will run on a monthly basis on the 4th Wednesday of every month. Notices have been placed in the Parish magazine, the website and  on notice boards in the villages, recreation halls and churches. Members were reminded to encourage residents to book their places directly with the Tredegar Arms.

Cllr Moore and the Clerk will met again with Julie at the TA to discuss menus.                    C/FWD
Minute 2292   To receive further information on Grass cutting costs 

Cllr Harvey produced information from a document called ’Shared Community’ produced in July 08 which suggests that where services are passed down to Community Council from the Unitary Authority, the money should follow. If this is not done then double taxation is the result.

Cllr Harvey said that before One Voice Wales became involved they would ask what Community Council had done to make MCC aware of this point.

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to MCC, copy to County Cllr Down, reminding them of the guidance given in the Shared community document.                                                         C/FWD                    

Minute 2293  To receive information on Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act - new powers  

The Clerk outlined a new range of powers for Community and Town Councils to deal with litter, fly posting, graffiti as well as dog offences including dog fouling. Council have the powerv to issue Fixed Penalty Notices. However enforcement by issuing Fixed Penalties for any of the offences requires that someone has to be trained to do this before being authorised by the Community Council. These new powers are not duties and the Community Council could choose to use some, all or none of the powers. 

There are already byelaws for dog offences which will remain in force unless they are replaced by the Community Council imposing a dog control order under the new act.  

It was agreed that this Council does not need to adopt these powers. Any problems with dog fouling will be reported to the Dog Warden                                                                                 COMPLETED

Minute 2294  To consider entry into Best Kept Village 2009 competition   

Details of dates for the competition are not yet available but the competition will be held. Cllrs agreed that they would support the venture.

It was agreed that Shirenewton should be entered                                                         C/FWD

Minute 2295  To discuss Annual Newsletter  

The chairman will write the annual newsletter.

It was agreed that once written it will be circulated to Cllrs for comments                 C/FWD                                                                 

Minute 2296  To consider repairs to Shirenewton  Church clock 

Cllr Eickhoff informed the meeting that the main drive shaft has sheared. This was put in when the clock was electrified. The work was subject to a ten year guarantee and so it is hoped that there will be no cost for repair. It will take a few weeks to repair. The Clerk was asked to check SCC’s insurance cover of the clock. 

                                                                                                                                          C/FWD                                         

Minute 2297  To receive update on Connections report   

There is some disagreement about whether or not the Connection report produced by MCC is in conflict with Welsh Assembly. The meeting was told that One Voice Wales has challenged MCC about the document as OVW feels the document by MCC is unacceptable.                                                      
 Minute 2298   Items of local concern -information only

Peniel Chapel. Cllr McCombe reported that the stone wall between the graveyard and the land to the east of it has been demolished. She  provided photographs showing the very poor state of the headstones. She is continuing her enquiries.

Crick Road Shirenewton. Notification received from Highways. Overhead works require traffic lights on 6th March, one day only.

Dog Fouling. There have been complaints of dog fouling on the Recreation Field. I have passed this information to the Recreation Committee.

Open Spaces has a new website              www.oss.org.uk

Minute 2299 Short reports from meeting attended  

None attended

Minute 2300To consider Financial Matters

 Bills presented for payment   

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                                                          404.66                                   

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                          112.66                    

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                                 20.18 

     One Voice Wales Training . 2 Cllrs & Clerk                                                 75.00                                                               

     Gaerllwyd Baptist Church                                                                               50.00

     Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel                                                              30.00

     Earlswood Hall                                                                                              118.00

     Shirenewton Recreation Association                                                             119.00

     Shirenewton PCC                                                                                           80.00

It was resolved to make all payments

b) To consider financing Clerk to obtain the Certificate in Local Council Administration

It was agreed to make the payment of £150 to enable the Clerk to obtain the Certificate in Local Council Administration

c) To consider internet banking for transfers only

It was recommended that the Clerk confirm with the Auditors that this would be acceptable practice 
Minute 2301 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written  report previously e mailed to all Cllrs
1. Traffic Calming /Safe routes in the Communities

I e mailed Mark Youngman for update on amended plans and he is sending a hard copy of the new proposals. I chased this more than a week ago and I am still waiting for copy. However he confirmed that the hedge would not be removed and the proposed  pathway inside the school grounds would not go ahead.                                         

                                                                                                                                                      C/FWD     
2. Land rented to Forestry Commission at Earlswood Common

I have spoken with the FC regarding the report of saplings being removed from the land. I have been informed  that contractors have been in cutting birch that they sell on for horse jumps. They have paid the FC to do so and the work favours the planted crop of larch. The birch will grow back like a weed so there should be no worries on that score.                                                                                                     COMPLETED                                                                                                                                                             

I also spoke again about the suggestion that they provide a management plan for the next 5/10 years. We could then receive the rental for 5/10 years in one sum. Currently we are paid 75p annually by cheque! I am waiting for the person dealing with this to return from sick leave.                                                C/FWD                                                                                       

3. Horse and Rider signs

I have been informed that the recommendation that a limited section of the road be signed is to be put before a Cabinet Member during the week beginning 23rd February.                                                       C/FWD                                                                             
4. Boundaries Shirenewton / Itton

I have confirmed with the Electoral registration Department that the properties with Itton addresses recorded

as being in Shirenewton Ward are correctly listed. They are right on the border - but are definitely in Shirenewton ward.                                                                                                            COMPLETED    

                                                                                                                                                                  . 5.Playground equipment

Pam Lloyd (GAVO) has now advised that it would be preferable for the Recreation Association to put in a separate application. I have therefore completed a CEDS  application on behalf of Shirenewton Community Council                                                                                                                                 C/FWD

6. Allotments

I was contacted by an Argus reporter who was interested in the survey that had been commissioned by Plaid Cymru concerning the lack of allotments in Monmouthshire. Subsequently an article appeared in the Free Press and Argus. I provided the reporter with telephone numbers of Cllrs for comments as she said she thought that Mynyddbach was worthy of a separate story. To date, as far as I am aware, she has not contacted any Cllrs. Interestingly she told me that she had had no response at all from MCC.

Applicants have told me that if the land is to made available for allotments then they will require time to prepare the land for this year. With this in mind I have pressed Debra Hill-Howells for a date when a decision will be made. I previously reported to Cllrs that she told me on February 2nd that more pressing matters had taken precedence. I asked her to consider the plight of the applicants regarding the preparation of ground (and their patience in waiting more than three years to date!) Her response baffled me a little because in her response of  17th February she does not refer to the land at Mynyddbach at all but says she has asked colleagues to look out for land suitable for allotments in the Chepstow area!  Naturally I have written back for clarification and I am awaiting a response.   

I thought that I had previously made all Cllrs aware via e mail that the Land Registry has accepted  a caution against first registration on the land. The caution was accepted on 10th December 2008 and dates from 26th November 26th 2008.  I apologise if you did not receive this e mail (I believe it was headed up ‘GOOD NEWS!’)                                                                                                                                  C/FWD  

7. Planning application for amended access to Lower Weyloed, Shirenewton

At the February meeting it was agreed that a further site visit should be carried out by Cllrs Crundwell, Eede and  Harvey. It was further agreed that the Community Council members would accept the decision made and I was empowered to respond on behalf of the Community Council. This was done as follows:-

  It is recommended that the application be refused

  Reason/Conditions/comments

· Agree that the existing road access to the property is potentially dangerous and proposed access offered a safer approach. 

· However it is unnecessary to cut back hedge and kerb on eastern end of proposed access. If this is done and a new kerb installed it would result in a very steep approach to the main road especially when turning left towards Chepstow        

· Possible solution could be that if the right of way was used as access ,( as proposed in the application), the existing access to the main road is already wide enough to permit drivers to turn left from the new access road safely and without the need to take down the existing hedge. 

It was felt by Cllrs that the plans were ambiguous and unclear. For example, the plans indicate the retention of one existing tree whereas there are actually some six or seven trees in the location. It was therefore difficult to make an accurate assessment of the alterations                                         COMPLETED                                                                                      

8. Stable to East of Peniel Chapel being used as a dwelling

Reported to Enforcement. Site has been visited. The owner would not let the Officer  into the stable building but the stable doors have been removed and replaced with French doors and windows. The owner has been advised that there are several breaches of planning control at the site including change of use; storage of domestic and waste materials. The land is also in a very unsightly condition. Property has been written up for enforcement action.                                                                                                       COMPLETED
9. Sharp bend on road at Grondra, Shirenewton

Reported to Highways. Response states that location will be inspected and assessed as regards the need for additional warning/ advisory signage. If deemed appropriate the location and signage will be prioritised and included in the Road safety and Traffic Management forward programme. SCC will be advised of outcome on the assessment in due course                                                                                    C/FWD 
10. Tredegar Farm

The application for a nursery was approved towards the end of last year with a list of conditions that had to have written approval from Planning before the site could be used as a Nursery. I have checked with the Case Officer and he has received nothing from the owners  to enable him to discharge these conditions. Therefore it should not be used yet as a nursery. Enforcement can look into it.   

 Correspondence

 1. One Voice Wales.  Invitation to  ‘Rough Guide to the EU Citizenship Programme 2007 – 13 for Welsh Communities: twinning workshop’, to be held in Llandrindod Wells, Powys, on Wednesday 18 March 2009 at the Media Resources Centre between 2 and 6pm. (notice previously circulated to Cllrs) 

2. Woodland Trust.   Usk to Wye Conference Invitation to attend on Monday 16th March at Caer Llan Field Studies Centre near Trellech,  9-4pm (notice previously circulated to Cllrs)

3. Chair of MCC . Invitation to Chairman to attend Monmouthshire Schools Music Showcase on Wednesday 18th March at 7pm at Monmouth Leisure Centre .It is in aid of Crossroads, Young Carers and the Army Benevolent Fund (Gwent) Appeal ( details previously sent to Chairman) 


4. Chair of MCC. Invitation to Chairman to a Charity fashion Show on Friday March 13th at Bridges Community Centre Monmouth at 7.30pm. It is aid of Crossroads Young Carers and the Army Benevolent Fund (Gwent) Appeal  

(details previously sent to Chairman)

5. Notification that the National Energy Efficiency and Savings Plan consultation will launch on 16th March 2009 and run until 5th June 2009. (previously e mailed to Cllrs)

6. MCC .  Section 106 Consultation Questionnaire

To be completed by the Clerk on behalf of Shirenewton Community Council

7.  Proposed Welsh Language Legislative Competency Order (LCO). Invitation to comment (previously e mailed to Cllrs)

It was agreed that a response should be sent indicating the Community Council’s concerns that there could be large financial burdens on voluntary organisations

Minute 2302  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being April 6th 2009

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



