
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on April 6th 2009 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             C Crundwell

                              J Harvey 
                       Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

                      Mrs E McCombe

 Apologies: 

          Councillor  C Eickhoff

           PC Cowburn

In attendance:

          Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council  

                       Ms Alison Broughton 

                       Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                       2  Members  of the public 

Minute 2305     To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Police report 

PC Cowburn was unable to attend the meeting because he was on a course. He sent a written report which was read out by the Clerk.

Shirenewton & Earlswood Incidents 2/3/09 to 4/4/09 

3/3/09 - Report of dogs killing lambs near Shirenewton.

8/3/09 - Off road motorcycles near Earlswood (3 complaints) 

8/3/09 - Report of a parrot sitting on an electrical line at Earlswood! 

21/3/09 - Smoke from a bonfire across the B4293 near Shirenewton. 

22/3/09 - Intoxicated male asleep in the bus shelter at Mynyddbach. 

25/3/09 - Male doing market research in Shirenewton. 

27/3/09 - Silent 999 from Earlswood. 

28/3/09 - House alarm at Shirenewton - fault.

29/3/09 - Report of possible drink driver near Shirenewton.

30/3/09 - Suspicious male seen at Great Barnetts Wood. 

PC Cowburn suggested May 2nd as a date for the next joint surgery. As this was a Bank Holiday weekend Cllrs asked for an alternative date. The Clerk will contact PC Cowburn.

Minute 2306   To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on  March 2nd 2009

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2307   To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting held on March 26th 2009

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute 2308

  Planning

1. Rock House, Mynyddbach

Two storey extension

Recommend approval with the following comments

· Map appears to be inaccurate as building appears to be outside of curtilage and this should be checked

· Building materials and skip should be contained within grounds of property not on public open space

2. Lower Weyloed, Usk Road, Shirenewton

Modify existing entrance to include a splay and to set back the gateway from the road (revised scheme to DC/2009/00010 to retain existing field access to east that was conditioned previously to be closed up)

Recommend refusal with the following comments

· Access to field should be from garden or rear of house

3. Little Folly, Bluebell Lane, Earlswood

 Proposed two storey side extension

Recommend approval by majority vote with the following comments

· There should be planting of trees to screen the building

· The extra basement room and several small outbuildings all appear to have gained planning permission/building regulations without reference to the Community Council which has not had sight of any plan relating to them. The Community Council would have been unaware of them if a site visit had not been carried out
Items of local concern  

Minute  2309     To determine arrangements for SCC stall at Shirenewton Fete on June 13th
Cllr Leaf told Members that she would provide the gazebo required. Cllr Leaf, Eede and Mitchell said that they would be involved in the setting up and manning of the stall. Cllr Moore suggested that the Community Council stall be combined with that of Neighbourhood watch (which she is organising) This would ensure that there would be sufficient numbers of Cllrs to engage with the public
It was agreed that Cllrs Leaf, Eede and Mitchell would be involved in the setting up and manning of the stall which would be combined with the Neighbourhood Watch stall.                       C/FWD

Minute  2310   To respond to consultation exercise on provision of public transport services

MCC had provided a consultation questionnaire to find out if the needs of residents were being met. The consensus of opinion was that they were not being met. e.g the service does not meet the needs of regular commuters to Chepstow, there is no late night bus on Fridays and Saturdays

It was agreed that the Clerk be given authority to complete the questionnaire with a compilation of members views                                                                                                                 COMPLETED

Minute  2311     To consider entry into Calor Village of the Year Competition 

The Clerk had received details of this competition, not to be confused with the Best Kept Village Competition. She had previously e mailed details to all Cllrs. This competition is not so much about how the village looks but more about the Community Spirit within. Shirenewton has a good record of Community spirit with the Recreation Hall, Church, Fields Association etc evidenced by the amount of fundraising achieved. Added to all of this are the many and varied organisations covering all ages from playgroup, guides, scouts through to the regular whist drives and luncheon club. 

If the Community Council agree to the entry, it will have to have the cooperation of other groups in the Community and that in itself will be a Community venture. 

The Clerk and Cllr Leaf would be prepared to canvass other groups. There is a cash prize.

It was agreed that Cllr leaf and the Clerk should canvass other groups and if appropriate complete the application form                                                                                                                         C/FWD
Minute  2312 Items of local concern - information only

Cllr Crundwell raised the issue of dog excrement being put in bins. He particularly commented on the Council decision to put a notice on a bin on the wall outside Newton Lodge asking that dog excrement NOT be put in the bin there. The  Council had done this because the bin was emptied by the resident of Newton Lodge. County Cllr Down stated that it was MCC’s policy to advise residents to place bags with dog excrement in normal rubbish bins where dog bins are not available. Cllr Crundwell felt that MCC should empty the bin and not the resident and that dog excrement should be allowed in the bin.

It was agreed that the Clerk will examine the possibility of MCC emptying the bin on a regular basis and report back to the Members.                                                                                                 C/FWD 

Cllr Morton suggested that a report showing MCC decisions of Planning Applications should be provided on a regular basis. The Clerk informed Members that MCC no longer send out written notices as the decisions are posted on MCC’s website. 

The Clerk agreed to periodically send updated reports on Applications.                                    

Minute 2313    Short reports from meetings attended

One Voice Wales training Module 1                                                                            

Cllr Mc Combe reported that she  along with the Clerk and Cllr Leaf attended the training session which was the first of six modules available. She was interested to note different methods  of controlling meetings. The meeting proved useful for meeting other Community Councillors and hearing about their situations. She also noted that allotments (or lack of them) and communication with MCC are common problems. 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Fields Association (SAMFA) (open meeting)

Cllr Leaf reported that the meeting attracted about eighty five people. It was a very good atmosphere. There were several speakers including herself, The Chief Executive of the Wild Life Trust, Jane Edwards, Head of Shirenewton  School and Mike Sayce. It was delightful to see such village support. 

Cllr Leaf said that she and Cllr Crundwell had agreed to carry out a bird survey. SAMFA will shortly provide the Community Council with a plan for public access for their comments.

Cllrs suggested that SAMFA should be further supported by the Community Council taking out corporate - non commercial membership at a cost of £15 per annum.

It was agreed that the clerk should apply for membership of SAMFA on behalf of the Community Council                                                                 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Fields Association (site meeting)                                

Cllr Moore reported that the site meeting was held to confirm the reinstatement of the original footpath. Over the years the footpath has been worn in a loop shape to avoid the brambles that have grown over the original footpath. Highways stated that as it is a route to school, and therefore has a fair amount of pedestrian traffic, tarmac would be the best solution. Some Cllrs felt that it wasn’t ideal to have a tarmac path crossing a rural area. Work has already begun on cutting back the brambles.                              COMPLETED 

Joint Neighbourhood Watch and PACT meeting

Cllr Moore reported that this was the first time the meeting had been held jointly for the two groups. She said that all attendees would have been there in their roles for Neighbourhood Watch and felt that the PACT section of the meeting should be more widely advertised as other areas appear to do via local press. 

The main issues for the PACT meeting were

1. Speeding/motorbikes

2. Communication with and availability of Police Service.

3. Break ins of sheds and garages.

PC Cowburn will focus on these issues.

Cllr Moore urged Cllrs to attend these meetings as the PACT element is intended to be a joint venture between Community Council and Police.

It was agreed that PC Cowburn should be asked to advertise the next PACT meeting details in the local press. 

Minute 2314  To consider Financial Matters

Bills presented for payment   

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction                                          £404.66     

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                           £112.66    

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                    39.26

     Royal British Legion (Minute 2262  December 1st  08)                    10.00

     One Voice Wales membership renewal                                          110.00

It was resolved to make all payments

Cllr Harvey provided details on the benefits of One Voice Wales membership. Some Members felt that they would like more information and examples on the issues that OVW had given aid to local Councils. It was suggested that this could be provided to all Councils and Cllr Harvey agreed to take this suggestion to the next meeting of OVW.                                                                                                                    C/FWD
b)  To consider appointment and scope of Internal Auditor for 2008/09

The scope of the auditor will include,

Books kept properly throughout the year

Financial regulations met, payments supported by invoices,

Expenditure approved

VAT accounted for 

Annual precept requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process

Salaries paid in accordance with Council approval

Asset registers correct

Year end accounts prepared on correct accounting basis and supported by adequate audit trail

Council has met its responsibilities as Trustees

It was agreed to ask Mr Phil Brabon to carry out the internal audit. Mr Brabon’s fee is £50 which the Community Council will donate to the Noah’s Ark Appeal at his request  

Minute  2315 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report to be handed out at meeting

1. Traffic Calming /Safe routes in the Communities

Copy of plans received. This will be available for inspection at the April meeting. 

The Clerk provided the new plan for Cllrs. She reported that the gateway features will not be road narrowing but will be an area of screed with the speed limit marked on it                          COMPLETED     

2. Forestry Commission
I also spoke again about the suggestion that they provide a management plan for the next 5/10 years. We could then receive the rental for 5/10 years in one sum. Currently we are paid 75p annually by cheque! I am still waiting for the person dealing with this to return from sick leave.                                     C/FWD                                                                                     
3. Horse and Rider signs

It has been confirmed that a limited section of the road will be signed - on the stretch of the road connecting bridle-ways to highlight to motorists that horses may be crossing the highway.                  COMPLETED                                     

4. Planning - The Paddocks, Mynyddbach

Notification received from Enforcement that no evidence was found that the garage was being converted to a dwelling. However decking, a shed and pergola have been erected at the property without the benefit of planning permission. On March 26th the delegation panel considered the breaches of planning control and it was resolved that it was not expedient to take formal enforcement action and therefore no further action will be taken in this matter                                                                                                           COMPLETED

5. Planning - Tredegar Farm, Newchurch

Notification received from Enforcement that the development of the Nursery has not commenced at the site. However the owner was reminded of the planning conditions that will need to be formally discharged before the commencement of the development                                                                               COMPLETED  

6. Planning - Peniel Chapel

Notification received that the stables near this property is on the Enforcement list for change of use of stables and condition of land                                                                                                C/FWD                                                                                                                                         
7. Allotments

 I attended the OVW training session and one thing that came out of it was that we are not alone in our frustration in getting  MCC to release land for allotments. However that does not make me feel any better about it. I have e mailed Debra Hill- Howells but all she can tell me is that she cannot give me a time frame during which the decision will be made. On 3rd March I received a letter on another matter from the Chair of Strong Communities, Ann Webb. I believe that allotments can go some way to helping building/retaining communities so I contacted her. She in turn contacted Bob Greenland and told me that he would respond directly to me. When he had not done so by the 23rd March I contacted Ann Webb again and received the response ’I WILL sort it out’                                                                                                   C/FWD                                                                                                                                     
8.   Church Clock

Cumbria Clocks has informed Cllr Eickhoff that the part required for the clock repair is now available and the repair should take place in the week beginning April 6th. Cllr Eickhoff is under the impression that the work will be carried out under warranty.                                                                                C/FWD
I have contacted Allianz Insurance, as requested, regarding the extent of cover on the clock. It is covered for accidental damage but not for fair wear and tear. In this particular case it would be required to establish the exact cause.                                                                                                                                      

9. Sharp bend on road at Grondra, Shirenewton

Response received from Traffic Dept. paraphrased  as follows;-

The road in question is a single track country lane of limited carriageway width, with boundary hedges both sides. Therefore, forward visibility is somewhat limited in places due to the carriageway alignment and hedges. It is therefore considered that vehicles speeds would not be particularly high. In addition the official casualty record as supplied by Gwent police shows that there have been no recorded incidents along this stretch of the road within the last five year period. Therefore we would be unable to support the locating of warning signs at this location.                                                                                             COMPLETED

10. Community Luncheon Club

The response to this has been so good that all the places were fully booked weeks ago. The TA also has a reserve list!

If there are sufficient numbers on the reserve list to warrant a second session then Julie is prepared to provide the service on a fortnightly basis. However it is intended that people only attend ONE of the meetings each month.

Cllr Moore and I will be on hand sometime during the first one or two meetings to ensure that people are happy and to listen to any suggestions/improvements that they wish to make.  

The  Clerk reported that there are currently not sufficient numbers on the reserve list to warrant fortnightly meetings. However she had been told by the Tredegar Arms that some people who were unable to make the April meeting have already booked for May!                                                   C/FWD
11. Best Kept Village

A new sponsor has been found (Raglan Garden Centre) and there will be a cash prize this year. Judging will take place between 1st and 30th JUNE. Cllr Moore and I will again organise meetings and working parties and will be grateful for any help that you can provide. I will look again for a sponsor for an arrangement for the centre of the village (probably not in a ceramic holder this time!)  

Cllrs Morton, Harvey, Mitchell and Eede  volunteered their services                                 C/FWD                                                                                        
 Correspondence

 1. SARA Lifeboat Station Appeal (individual copies provided for all Cllrs)

2. Wye Valley AONB. Programme of events (copies to all Cllrs)

3. Wye valley AONB. Newsletter edition 21 (copies to all Cllrs)  

4. Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales. First Newsletter ’A Line in the Sand’ 

5. National Assembly for Wales. Invitation for Cllrs to attend a free tour of the Senedd (previously advised to Cllrs via e mail) 

Cllrs Harvey, Morton and Eede expressed interest in this. The Clerk will make arrangements for a tour

6. Gwent Community Health Council. Consultation on the proposals of the future of Community Health Councils in Wales. Responses by 23rd April. Briefing paper provided for all Cllrs. Full proposals available on www.patienthelp.wales.nhs.uk/gwent 

7. One Voice Wales.   Notification of next meeting at 7pm Thursday 16th April at the Sessions House, Usk

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe will attend this

13. Minute 2316  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being May 11th 2009

The Annual meeting will be followed by the ordinary meeting

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



