
                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on May 11th 2009 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

Present:

           Councillors:

                        Ms B Moore

                              J Harvey               

                             R Mitchell 
                             C Eickhoff  

                      Mrs S Saysell

                             K Morton

                      Mrs B Leaf

                              J Eede 

                      Mrs E McCombe

 Apologies: 

   PC Cowburn   

   Councillor  G Down  Monmouthshire County Council                       

In attendance:

   Mrs C Jones       Clerk

Police report 

PC Cowburn was unavailable to attend the meeting and his written report was read out to Members

 9/4/09   - Suspicious phone call received at Shirenewton asking for financial  details.

 10/4/09 - Barn broken into near Shirenewton. Lock cut off. 2 chainsaws & amp; 

 Hedge trimmer stolen.

10/4/09 - Neighbour dispute regarding a dog barking at Shirenewton.

12/4/09 - Report of off road motorcycles at Wentwood.

17/4/09 - Theft of lawnmower, heavy duty hammer, electric drill and jigsaw from 

an insecure garage at Shirenewton.

24/4/09 - Off road motorcycles in Wentwood.

24/4/09 - Civil dispute over building work in Shirenewton.

25/4/09 - Missing child from Shirenewton - located.

25/4/09 - Found dog in Shirenewton.

29/4/09 - Dwelling burglary in Shirenewton while occupants were away. Door 

forced. T.V. and gold rings stolen.

29/4/09 - Off road bikes at Wentwood.

2/5/09  -  Loose sheep on B4235 near Shirenewton.

4/5/09  - Attempt dwelling break in Shirenewton overnight. DID NOT GAIN ENTRY AS 

DOOR CHAIN WAS IN PLACE.

8/5/09  - Small kitchen fire at Mynyddbach. Resolved by Fire Service.

8/5/09  - 2  suspicious males in their 20s looking for scrap metal, Earlswood. 

Also showed an interest in horses.

There have been several burglaries in the past month, which is an alarming 

trend. Please be mindful of security; and if you do see anything suspicious, 

please report it AT THE TIME on 01633-838111

or 999 if urgent.

.

PC Cowburn confirmed  that he would be  available for the Surgery On Saturday June 6th with 

Councillor Bev Moore. Time:  10 am to 10.30 am at The Recreation Hall followed by a walk around the 

Village.

A Notice will be sent to the Free Press and other publicity will be arranged.

Minute   2321   To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

None declared
Minute  2322  To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on  April 6th 2009

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman

Minute  2323  Planning

The Clerk reported that no Planning Applications had been received until this morning when four had arrived together. This meant that there was insufficient time to allow Cllrs to visit the sites and also give notice to applicants. The Clerk has applied to MCC for an extension of time until the 2nd June. This will mean a delay of only a few days.

Notification has been received  from Planning that it is investigating a complaint that a haulage business is being run from Red Barn farm Shirenewton.

Members were advised that an Enforcement Officer has visited the farm and there were several large lorries there but no evidence that anything is being dumped on the land. The owner of the business stated that he would put in an application for change of use and this has now been received by MCC and the application should shortly be with this Council for comment 

Notification has been received  from Enforcement that it has investigated complaint of building at the Old Barn, Lower Argoed. 

Members were advised that some concrete footings approximately 30feet by 18ft have been laid showing a provision for  block interior walls to provide three similar sized rooms and also a smaller one. The Enforcement Officer has stated that the laying of the foundations is not illegal but the owner will have to obtain Planning permission if he wishes to build on the foundation. However the owner has informed the Enforcement officer that he wishes to put a moveable wooden building on the foundations to house his sheep.

 Items of local concern  

Minute  2324    To receive report on damage to Playground

 The Clerk reported that three of the posts on the top of the slide (the ones coloured blue yellow and red) were pulled  out with such  force that the bolts bent. She  has a record of the possible dates when this vandalism was carried out and as soon as she is able she  will check the CCTV tapes. 

The Clerk had  contacted John Saysell immediately as it was a safety issue.  However Mr Saysell repaired the slide and very kindly waived his charges as he felt he was doing this for the children in the village. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should write a letter of appreciation to Mr Saysell

Minute  2325      To plan 3 key objectives for forthcoming year

There were some suggestions on what should be the key objectives.

It was agreed that all Cllrs should forward their suggestions to the Clerk via email in time for her to compile them for the June meeting                                                                               C/FWD

Minute 2326         To arrange joint communication and planning meeting

It was agreed that after the three key objectives were decided in June, invitations could be extended to the various local organisations for their input in achieving them

Minute  2327         To discuss Annual Newsletter  

Cllr Mitchell had previously e mailed a draft of a Newsletter to all Cllrs but felt he would like some assistance in the final production. The intention is to have the Newsletter available by the June 13th for the Annual Church fete where the Community Council Members will be manning a stall. The hope is that it can also be distributed to local pubs.

Cllr Eickhoff agreed to produce a Newsletter with help from Cllrs Eede and Leaf.          C/FWD

Minute 2328   To consider Welsh Assembly Government model ‘Charter’ between Unitary Authorities and Community and Town Councils
The Clerk had previously e mailed the document  to all Cllrs. Originally One Voice Wales had requested that comments should reach them by the end of May but they had subsequently extended the date to June 12th. It was suggested that the most efficient way to approach this matter was by setting up a sub committee. Cllrs not on the sub-committee could e mail their views or suggestions.

It was agreed that a sub- committee consisting of Cllrs Eede, Harvey and McCombe should review the Draft Charter and bring their recommendations to the June Meeting.                               C/FWD

Minute  2329    Items of local concern - information only

Regretfully Cllr Charles Crundwell has tendered his resignation. It was agreed by Members that Cllr Crundwell had been a very valuable contributor and  they were sorry that he felt the need to resign but understood his frustrations. 

The Clerk will now advertise the vacancy on Notice Boards and in the Parish magazine. 

There was concern over the speed  of bikes on the Usk Road. This is a matter that has been brought up several times in meetings but no positive action has been taken

It was agreed that this item be put on the Agenda for June to press for positive action from the Police

Concerns were raised by some Members about the posting of notices in the village of Shirenewton. It was felt that they should be confined to Notice Boards and not put on telegraph poles, fences or pinned to trees.

Cllr Harvey reported that he has attended a Local Access meeting and it would appear that there is a problem with inspection of footpaths and rights of way. There may be a request in the future for local Councils to examine footpaths and check that descriptions are accurate and that they are accessible.

It would appear that not all of the incidents recorded by the Police are being advised to Neighbourhood Watch to distribute to residents. Cllr Moore who is the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator will speak with PC Cowburn on this matter. 

Minute   2330    Short reports from meetings attended

One Voice Wales

Cllr McCombe reported that both she and Cllr Harvey had attended the meeting. There were about twenty people at the meeting, representing town and community councils in South East Wales.  The main topic had been the Draft Charter  
The question of training for councillors was raised, and the fee of £25 per person per module compared favourably with other bodies which charge £40pppm.  Councillors who attended the module held in Usk on March 30th 2009, would have their training repeated (free of charge), as the OVW standard had not been met.

Community Luncheon Club

Cllr Moore reported that she along with Cllr McCombe and the Clerk had been on hand to speak to people who attended the first Luncheon Club. It was fully subscribed and everyone appeared to enjoy it and expressed a wish to go again. (The next one on May 27th is fully booked) An evaluation questionnaire was produced to gather views on food, service, location, frequency, atmosphere and accessibility and to pick up any points that could be improved. The responses were excellent. 

We will continue to advertise the dates on Notice Boards and in the Parish magazine

Minute 2331  To consider Financial Matters

a)  Bills presented for payment   

     Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction (in line with SCP 18)                        431.00

     Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                           102.14  

The Clerk reported that Torfaen has reduced the percentage of the employer contribution for pensions from 20.35% to 16.5%               

     Stationery and Expenses                                                                                   33.34

     Donation to Noah’s Ark Appeal on behalf of                                                  50.00

     Mr Phil Brabon (internal auditor fee)

     SAMFAL  annual membership                                                                         15.00

     Society of Local Council Clerks  Annual membership                                    94.00

     Shirenewton Recreation Association (room hire six months)                        100.00

The Recreation  Committee have kept their hiring costs at the same level as last year as they have just about broken even this year. They are having some unnecessary expenditure because some hirers are leaving lights on when they leave the building. There is no meter for lights, the charge for electricity is inbuilt into the hire cost. The Recreation  Committee have asked that we ensure that all lights are switched off and if Members use the Hall in another capacity could this message please be passed on to other groups.

It was resolved to make all payments

To consider purchase of 

 Arnold Baker 2009 reference book                                                                  67.00 

It was agreed that this reference book is necessary to keep the Clerk up to date and it was agreed to purchase it
b) To consider Annual Investment Strategy

The Clerk advised that having made an assessment of sums available that no long term investments should be made in view of the relatively small amount that the Community Council holds. Guidance states that priority should be given to security and liquidity rather than yield. She suggested that the current arrangements of banking the majority of funds in an account attracting interest and a cheque account should continue.

It was resolved to continue with the current arrangements of banking

Minute 2332 Clerks report on update of items from previous meetings

Written report previously e mailed to all Cllrs

 Public Transport Services  Consultation Exercise  

Questionnaire completed                                                                                                                      COMPLETED                                                                   
2. Calor Village of the Year Competition

Still canvassing views from organisations within the Community. It must be a Community venture to succeed                                                                                                                                                C/FWD
3. Forestry Commission

I am waiting for details of a five year Management Plan                                                                      C/FWD
4. Visit to National Assembly Senedd building

I have arranged a tour for Cllrs Eede, Harvey and Morton at 10.30am on Wednesday 24th June. As well as the Tour they will be able to witness a debate.

5. Allotments

I made a request on April 25th on behalf of SCC under the Freedom of Information Act for all the information, including memos, notes and e mails pertaining to the former allotment land at Blethyn Close that are held by MCC. I sent the email to Cllr Greenland and received the response that he has passed it to a colleague.                                                                                                                                     C/FWD       
6. Church Clock

Now working again                                                                                                                 COMPLETED

Cllr Eickhoff reported that he had had some difficulty in dealing with the Clock repairers. The annual Insurance to them will be due next month and it has increased. He agreed to investigate other firms for quotes for annual insurance

7. Best Kept Village

Again this year we have split the village into areas. There will be a meeting in the Tan House on Thursday 14th May at 7.30. A working party will be set up for the last week in May.                              C/FWD                                                          
8. Printer cartridges

You may be interested to know of a company supplying printer cartridges which are VERY reasonable.  www.inkcycle.co.uk 

 Correspondence

 1. Ryder Cup 2010 newsletter  (previously e mailed to all Cllrs)

2. OVW. Community Action for Climate Change forum (details previously e mailed to Cllrs)

3. MCC  Countryside Volunteer newsletter

4. OVW  Notification that Shirenewton  was NOT one of the 16 winning Councils drawn to attend the Buckingham Palace garden party in June 2009

5. Local Health Board  First in a series of monthly briefings to update with progress in preparing for the new Local Health Board in the Gwent area. Copies can be downloaded from website www.monmouthshirelhb.wales.nhs.uk 

(previously e mailed to Cllrs)

6. Consultation on Draft Wales Waste Strategy. Wednesday 20th May in Swansea (previously e mailed to Cllrs)

7. Welsh Assembly Debate on management and funding challenges in and beyond the recession. 14th May in Cardiff (previously e mailed to Cllrs)

Minute 2333  To confirm the date of the next meeting

The next meeting was confirmed as being June 1st 2009

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



