
DRAFT MINUTES

SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT SHIRENEWTON RECREATION HALL ON 5 JULY 2010.

Present:  Cllrs Mrs E McCombe (Chairman), J Eede, J Harvey, Mrs B Leaf, R Mitchell, K Morton, Ms B Moore and Mrs S Saysell.

In attendance:  PC M Cowburn, C Cllr G L Down and 1 member of the public.

2452.  Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs C Eickhoff, Mrs S Quires and the Clerk.  

In the absence of the Clerk, C Cllr G L Down agreed to take the minutes.

2453.  Police report

Details of incidents in the period 7 June to 4 July 2010 were provided as follows:

Shirenewton and Earlswood incidents 7June to 4 July.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

7/6
Car crashed into a hedge near Mynders Farm. Female arrested for drink driving.

11/6  
A trailer causing an obstruction near Shirenewton school.

11/6  
Male walking in the road on th B4235 near Shirenewton.

20/6  
Premises alarm at Shirenewton - fault.

21/6  
A hawk lost or stolen at Shirenewton.

21/6  
Suspicious white van near Shirenewton - no offences.

22/6  
Speed survey wire broken near Shirenewton.

24/6  
Domestic assault near Shirenewton.

26/6  
Disorderly youths at Mynyddbach - dispute over a football.

27/6  
Domestic argument near Shirenewton.

2/7   
Problem with temporary traffic lights on the B4235  near Shirenewton.

Following a request made at a previous meeting about the removal of hedges PC Cowburn explained that, in order for a criminal act to have occurred, it is necessary to prove that birds had been disturbed.

It was reported that PACT meetings had been arranged for Saturday, 10 July and Sunday, 22 August 2010, both at the Recreation Hall, Shirenewton at 10.00am.  Gwent Police were now intending to hold such meetings on a monthly basis.

Information was received about unsolicited telephone calls received from companies enquiring about household security.  Similar calls had been reported as being received elsewhere.  The importance of residents not disclosing potentially sensitive information to unsolicited callers was emphasised.

2454.  Personal and pecuniary interests

None were declared.

2455. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2010 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

2456. Planning

(a)
DC/2010/00512  Pandy Farm, Earlswood

Demolition of existing dwelling and replacement two storey dwelling with attached single storey annexe; change of use of land to residential (from agricultural), demolition of outbuildings and replacement cesspool.

Cllr Morton introduced the application and representations were received from the applicant, who answered questions.  It was resolved to recommend APPROVAL of the application.

(b)
DC/2010/00472  The Oaks, Red Barn Lane, Shirenewton

Amalgamation of two dwellings into one dwelling. 

Cllr Eede introduced the application.  Noting the covenant that the proposed dwelling was for occupation by a single family only, it was resolved to recommend REFUSAL of the application on the following grounds:

1 The scale and mass of the proposed dwelling is inappropriate in its setting;

2 The proposed dwelling is out of character in the area;

3 The proposal fails to reflect the agricultural heritage of the site;

4 The barn fails to retain the characteristics of an agricultural building;

5 The visual impact of the proposed welling when seen from public rights of way;

6 The proposed materials (Portland stone) are alien to the area.  Local stone should be used;

7 The loss of two moderately-sized dwellings which are needed in the area.

(c)
DC/2010/00534  Bluebell Barn, Earlswood

Extension to existing barn conversion.

Cllr Mitchell introduced the application although he had not been able to visit the site.  It was resolved to recommend APPROVAL of the application, subject to confirmation by Planning Officers that the application was in accordance with policies relating to barn conversions.

(d)
DC/2010/00535  Retention of widened gateway to agricultural land at Cwm Lane, Shirenewton.

This late application was introduced by the Chairman.  It was resolved to recommend APPROVAL, subject to a condition that the access was to be used only for agricultural vehicles or equipment owned or operated by the landowners or their agents or contractors.

2457. Items of local concern

The following items on the agenda were deferred for consideration at the next meeting:

1 To receive a report regarding tree removal/felling order on Bluebell Lane (Cllr Harvey)

2 To receive details of contact made with MCC regarding Wentwood Mountain Bike Centre (Cllr Morton)

3 To receive details of deposition from former Cllr White re Owain Glyndwr status for Blethyn Close (Cllr Harvey)

4 To confirm agreement of work to be carried out by MCC for flood alleviation at Shirenewton Recreation Hall car park

It was agreed to invite an Officer from MCC to the next meeting of the Council to discuss the LDP Consultation Document on Proposed Rural Housing Allocation.  As that meeting will take place after the close of the formal consultation period, the Clerk is to request an extension of the time permitted for responding to the consultation until 9 August 2010.

2458.  Items of local concern – information only

The following matters were noted:

(e)
The annual general meeting of One Voice Wales is to be held on Thursday, 15 July 2010.

(f)
Lottery People and Places have accepted the revised outline application for the proposed shop, and had invited the submission of a full application.

(g)
Chepstow Agricultural Show – 14 August 2010.  A one-way traffic system is to be implemented for one day only to accommodate Show traffic.

2458. Short reports from meetings attended

The following items on the agenda were deferred for consideration at the next meeting:

1 Environment Committee (Cllr Leaf)

2 Shirenewton Fete (Cllr McCombe)

2459. Financial matters

The following payments were approved:

	
	£

	Clerk’s salary, less pension deduction
	433.90

	Clerk’s pension (Council’s and Clerk’s contributions)
	102.82

	Stationery and expenses
	71.45

	Additional flowers for BKV (C A Jones) – money from prize money 2009
	36.23

	SAMFAL (annual subscription)
	15.00

	Mrs E McCombe (printing of village green forms)
	5.00

	J Eede (printing of annual newsletter)
	60.00

	C A Jones (new keyboard)
	52.88

	MCC (playground inspection)
	82.25

	SLCC (regional conference)
	64.63

	One Voice Wales (annual conference)
	65.00

	Clerk Certificate Training 2-day course (see minute 2300) 

(bursary applied for £55; VAT to be reclaimed £19.25)
	129.25


The following item on the agenda was deferred for consideration at the next meeting:

1 To consider cost of remedial work arising from MCC annual inspection

2460. Clerk’s report

The Clerk’s report previously distributed was noted and deferred for consideration at the next meeting.

2461.  Correspondence

Correspondence as listed on the agenda was noted.

Following publication of the agenda, the draft proposals of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales’ Review of Electoral Arrangements for the County of Monmouthshire had been received.  The proposals, insofar as they affect the Community of Shirenewton, envisaged:

2 an electoral division of Shirenewton, comprising the wards of Shirenewton, Mynyddbach (Shirenewton CC), Leechpool (Portskewett CC), Crick, Llanvair Discoed (Caerwent CC), Mounton and Pwllmeyric (Mathern CC).

3 an electoral division of Devauden, Llangwm and Llantrisant Fawr comprising the wards of Earlswood and Newchurch (Shirenewton CC) and the communities of Devauden, Lllangwm and Llantrisant Fawr.

It was agreed that the Council would consider its response to the proposals at the next meeting.

2461. Next meeting

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as being 2 August 2010 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall.
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