
                                                                                   Draft Copy                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on April 4th 2011 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

Present:

           Councillors:

                              J Harvey               

                      Mrs E McCombe (Chair)

                       Mrs B Leaf 

                              C Eickhoff

                      Mrs S Squires  

                      Ms B Moore   

                             K Morton

                              D Adams 

 Apologies: 

         Councillors: 

                          J Eede

                          PC Cowburn

   In attendance:

                   County Councillor Graham Down

                   Ms G MacDonald

                   Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                  3  members of the public

 Police report 

PC Cowburn was unable to attend. He had previously circulated his report to all Cllrs

Shirenewton & Earlswood incidents March 7th to April 3rd
11/3 Child struck by the wing mirror of a car at Mynyddbach.

Minor arm injury.

15/3 Report of illegal fox hunting at Earlswood. No offences

confirmed.

18/3 Possible attempt fraud – phone call offering to sell

insurance for a Sky TV system.

18/3 Missing person from Shirenewton. Returned safe 

and well.

21/3 Poachers seen lamping at a farm near Shirenewton.

27/3 Eight drain covers removed on the lane from the

Tan House towards Pwllmeyric.

27/3 Agricultural roller stolen from a farm towards Itton.

It was noted by several Members that PC Cowburn had published the dates of forthcoming Community Police meetings to be held in March, April, May and June in the Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter. These dates coincide with SCC meetings but there is no provision in the SCC Agenda for this. PC Cowburn had previously suggested this as an option but SCC were not in favour of the meetings being combined. The Newsletter was circulated after the March meeting had been held and PC Cowburn was unavailable for the April meeting. 

Further to this the Newsletter states that the PACT meeting will be held at the Village Fete. Neighbourhood Watch who already combine their regular meeting with the PACT meeting had not agreed to this.

Minute 2565      To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

Cllr McCombe declared an interest in the Planning Appeal item, The Roost.

Minute 2566    To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  March 7th 2011

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record 

Minute 2567  Planning

1. DC/2011/00193 Yew Tree Cottage, Mynyddbach (Information only)   

New agricultural store building.

Agricultural notification

2. DC/2011/00239 The Barn Shirenewton           

Garden room single storey extension

Recommend approval

3. DC/2011/00222 White Horse Farm, Penycaemawr                                                

Retention of temporary storage of motor components within part of 

storage barn

Recommend approval 

4. DC/2011/00216  The Grange, Usk Road,                                                             

Replacing single storey side elevation conservatory

Recommend approval

Appeal APP/E6840/C/112148143 Land to the West of The Roost, Great House Farm, Earlswood

To consider any representations that might be made      (details previously e mailed to all Cllrs)

The Chair , Cllr McCombe, left the room while this item was being discussed and Cllr Squires took over the role of Chair

Further information was provided to Members by a neighbour. Members were told that the building contains a shower and central heating and has its own oil tank. The Community Council  previously stated to MCC when the  application was made in 2007 for ‘Retention of land for purposes incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling the Roost’  that there had been a lack of enforcement which had allowed the whole development at Great House Farm to develop in the way that it had done. At that time SCC stated in their response to MCC that it was thought that the ‘permitted building’ referred to in the description of the proposal did not have approval as a dwelling but was being used as a residential property. Members having visited the site expressed fear that even more building could take place in the future and that there appeared to be confusion over what has approval and what does not.

It was felt that in the original planning permission, the purposes for what building could or could not be used for were listed in notes but it would be more helpful if they were clearly defined within the Planning Approval conditions. Similarly the permitted uses of the building should be stated clearly in the Appeal decision.

The Enforcement Order is for the kitchen to be removed and the building not to be used as a dwelling

It was agreed to endorse the requests of the Enforcement Order to remove the kitchen and return the building to its approved use. 

Cllr McCombe returned to the meeting and resumed her position as Chair

Items of local concern

Minute 2568   To consider draft Wind Turbine Policy and Checklist (e mailed to Cllrs 21st March)    

Members thought that these documents were well put together and covered all aspects.  Cllr Eickhoff was thanked for all his work in producing these documents. MCC currently does not have a policy

It was agreed to adopt these documents for guidance in planning applications for wind turbines  

                                                                                                                                           COMPLETED 

Minute 2569  To construct a motion for submission for possible inclusion in One Voice Wales Conference         

Members felt that the current system for complaint against the Unitary Authority is insufficient. A complaint against a statutory body by another statutory body is not permissible to the Ombudsman. The only avenue open to a Community or Town Council is to the Chief Executive of  the Unitary Authority. (see attached response from CEO and also further comment in Clerk’s Report)  In the recent case of the problems experienced by this Council with the request for Allotments and subsequent sale of the land, it was considered  by Members to be a case of maladministration. 

It was noted  that care would have to be taken with the wording of any motion because it is not the Community Council’s intention to have an avenue of appeal to an independent body for every decision that they consider to be wrong. 

Any motion would have to be submitted to  One Voice Wales by  27th May for them to consider and decide whether or not to include it in their Annual Conference in October 2011

It was agreed that a motion should be composed by Cllr Harvey for consideration by Community Cllrs at the May meeting of the Community Council before submitting for consideration by One Voice Wales.                                                                                                                                    C/FWD

Minute 2570  To determine Internal Auditor for 2010-2011 and scope for audit

It was agreed that Mr Phil Brabon should be asked to carry out an Internal Audit. The Clerk will provide him with a copy of the scope of the audit                                                              COMPLETED

Minute 2571 To receive update on Brookacre  

It has been brought to the attention of Cllrs that  the company Care UK which successfully applied to use Brookacre as a young persons’ residential home has sold out to another company. Brookacre has been lying empty for some time and residents are concerned about what will happen to it. County Cllr Down made it quite clear that the planning permission was for the use not the user. However in view of residents’ disquiet he has attempted to contact the Operations Manager of the new company to ascertain what they intend to do with the property. He has been unsuccessful to date but will continue to try and make contact.       C/FWD
Minute 2572 To discuss items for Annual newsletter

Many and varied ideas were put forward for this years Newsletter which must be ready for the Fete on June 11th. Cllr Eickhoff will again collate the articles and it is hoped that Cllr Eede will again organise the printing of the Newsletter

It was agreed that Cllrs would bring their completed articles to the next meeting to be considered for the Newsletter                                                                                                                                  C/FWD

Minute 2573     Items of local concern - information only

Next meeting of the Monmouthshire / Newport Area Committee will be held at 7pm on Thursday 14th April in Usk

Cllrs Harvey and McCombe will attend

Next meeting of the Lower Wye Area Committee  will be held at 10am on Wednesday 6th April at  The Church Room, Shirenewton

Mynders Cottage. Hedge not yet reinstated as per Enforcement Order

Parking outside Old Vicarage. (see Clerk’s report)

Clearance work in Golden valley is the result of the farmer removing briar to deter rabbits which are destroying crops.

The Church Clock is stopping on one face every few weeks and is having to be manually restarted. A new firm has been contracted to carry out annual servicing and repairs.

Minute  2574    Short reports from meetings attended

Planning training at County Hall.      

Cllrs Adams, Eede and Squires attended and found it very interesting. There were sessions on the LDP, Development Plans and Applications, Enforcement, Section 106 agreements and Conservation and historic buildings. 

Mike Moran is prepared to attend Community Council meeting to speak on  S106

There are 18 Conservation Area Appraisals in draft form, one of which is Shirenewton. This will first be presented to Council and then produced for public consultation. Simon Robertshaw will be available to speak to Community Councils during the consultation period later this year.

David Swanson is available to speak to Community and Town Councils on Planning, starting in the Spring with Monmouth TC. Sessions would be either morning or afternoon

Cllrs felt that it would be a good idea to invite David Swanson to give a presentation. As the number of Cllrs available at Shirenewton CC would be small it was felt that other local Councils could be invited to join a session

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Devauden, Llangwm, Mathern and Caerwent to see if they would in principle be interested  in a joint meeting with David Swanson                          C/FWD

B4235  motorbike speed/nuisance noise                                                       

Cllr Squires and the Clerk attended as did County Cllr Down and Cllrs from Llangwm It was felt that it was a positive meeting. It became clear that the noise element is the bigger problem for Mynydddbach and Shirenewton residents while Llangwm residents are more affected by excessive speed. 

It was also apparent that everyone present disliked the ‘Think Bike’ notices that were dotted around the County. It was agreed that a new temporary notices would be introduced. Contact would be made with Shirenewton School to arrange a competition for the children to design a suitable notice. This would be judged at the next B4235 meeting. 

A Noise Assessment is to be carried out

Final version of Motorcycle study report to be circulated when completed

MCC and Gwent Police will continue to support attendance at events

Alternative speed monitoring sites to be provided by Community councils

Next meeting 24th May at 6pm                                                                                                 C/FWD
County Cllr Down asked to be excused and left the meeting

Charter meeting

Cllr McCombe and the Clerk attended the meeting at County Hall for the official signing of the Charter - the document that sets out the joint aim of Monmouthshire County Council and Community and Town councils to work together for the benefit of local communities, whilst recognising the respective responsibilities as autonomous, democratically elected statutory bodies.

 Minute 2575  To consider Financial Matters

a) Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction  (March salary)          £433.90                         

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                          102.82 

Paid by Bank standing order 

Stationery and Expenses                                                                 44.26

 Representative to OVW Conference  2011                                    65.00

OVW Annual subscription                                                           118.00

It was agreed to make all payments

b) To amend bank standing orders for Clerk’s salary and pension contributions beginning in April 

Salary increase to SPC 20  new salary (as per NALC)  net of pension contributions     £449.75

Pension contributions (Employee plus employer) incorporating increase in rate             112.32

Letter to Bank amending amounts from last day in April signed by two Cllrs           

Minute 2578 Clerk’s report

1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close

As directed I sent a complaint to Paul Matthews, Chief Executive MCC.   Response received (e mailed to all Cllrs Apr1st)

All  Members were dissatisfied with the response received from the Chief Executive. It was suggested that the Clerk respond with a request for details of the tendering process for the development of the land at Blethyn Close

2.  Update on planning applications  

	Ref:
	Address
	SCC recommendation
	MCC decision

	DC/2010/00140
	Retention of widening of entrance adjacent to Shirenewton Recreation Hall

 
	Approval
	Approved


3. Enforcement issues

New cases   - none reported on February listing

Closed Cases - none reported on February listing

4. Other Planning issues

Criteria for planning permission being required for railway carriage or container

I first checked with a Planning Officer who told me that in the case of the land at Ditch Hill, the other structures do not need permission because the majority of structures on site have been there for more than four years and therefore MCC are unable to enforce against it.

The container which is being applied for has only been there some 2 years and this is why is requires permission . I am told that the applicant has agreed with Enforcement Officers that if permission is granted for the secure container, one of the railway units will be removed and also the metal sheeting will be removed from the gates. 
In terms of planning policy, it is acceptable in principle for land owners/farmers to erect storage units/ containers on their land, if there is a suitable justification for it. Containers will also be assessed against their visual impact and the impact they have on the surrounding landscape.

I then checked with Enforcement  regarding railway carriages and why they are not considered to be containers as they are sold without wheels. I have been told that as wheels COULD be put on them they could be towed away, therefore they are not considered to be fixed and do not require planning permission. Every case is dealt with on its merits but this is the general rule                               COMPLETED   

5. Highways 

A considerable amount of work has been carried out in Red House Lane in the last couple of weeks. A lot of drainage work has been done. It appears that some of the drainage problems occurred because the stone boundary wall of Red House was built on one of the drainage channels. However I am told that this problem has been solved. Highways have been very accommodating and have even telephoned to check on the best positioning of the signs at the end of the lanes to ensure that they are not hit by large farm vehicles that use the lane. The current situation is that the top half of the lane has been repaired and the bottom half of the lane has had more temporary repairs done (this was to enable residents to access their properties while the work on the top half was being carried out). It is not envisaged that there will be sufficient funds to make more permanent repairs to the bottom half of the lane in the near future.   COMPLETED

6. Church Clock

Cllr Eickhoff has arranged a new contract with Gilletts.  I have cancelled the current contract with Cumbria Clocks giving the reason for cancelling the contract being that we had found another Clockmaker in closer proximity. I  received a nice reply with an offer from them to the new Clockmaker to contact them if they wanted any information on the winding mechanism                                    COMPLETED                                                                                                                

7. Best Kept Village 2011

I have entered Shirenewton into this competition. Judging will take place anytime between June 6th and June 30th (starting a week later than usual)

8. Car parking at junction in Shirenewton Village

Cllr Leaf agreed to speak with residents. 

Cllr Leaf had spoken with the residents who were very receptive but explained the difficulty they had when they had visitors. One of the residents had written a letter explaining their position but also highlighting the serious problem of speeding cars through the village. Members asked that the Clerk respond to this letter outlining the Community Council’s position on the points raised.

During the meeting County Cllr Down expressed his view that Shirenewton is unlikely to get any traffic calming measures in the future because it does not meet the criteria laid down in Welsh Assembly policy. However he agreed to ask for speed and volume figures to be recorded at various points in the village.

9. Training

Reminder to everyone to let me know at Monday’s meeting if they wish to put themselves forward for any of the training sessions being organised by One Voice Wales - if you haven‘t done so already ( details e mailed to all Cllrs on 30th March) Cllr  Harvey has requested to be booked on to Planning Module and Cllr Squires on the Community Engagement module
Minute 2577 To confirm the date of the next meeting

The Annual next meeting was confirmed as being May 9th at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. This will be followed by the Ordinary Meeting

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………
                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



