
                                                                                   Draft Copy                                                                                                                                                                                                Shirenewton Community Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting of Shirenewton Community Council held on July 4th 2011 at Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

Present:

           Councillors:

                              J Harvey               

                      Mrs B Leaf 

                              C Eickhoff

                      Mrs S Squires  (Chair)

                      Ms B Moore   

                             K Morton

                              D Adams 

                               J.Eede

 Apologies: 

         Councillors: 

                          E McCombe

   In attendance:

                   County Councillor Graham Down

                    PC Mike Cowburn

                    PC Louise Thorpe

                   Ms G MacDonald

                   Mrs C Jones       Clerk

                  1 member of the public

 Police report
Shirenewton and Earlswoood incidents June 5 to July 4

.

9/6 Theft of a rock hammer from a building site at Penycaemawr.

10/6 Theft of drain covers from near Shirenewton.

17/6 Tree down on the lane between Shirenewton and Pwllmeyric.

18/6 Nuisance behaviour by youths on the playing field at the Recreation Hall.

22/6 Insecure car entered near Shirenewton. A watch and a bicycle were stolen.

25/6 Three sheep on the B4235 near Shirenewton.

30/6 Two loose dogs near Shirenewton.

This is the last meeting that PC Cowburn will attend before his retirement. The Chair presented him with a bottle of wine and a card on behalf of SCC.

PC Louise Thorpe will be replacing PC Cowburn and she was welcomed by the Chair. PC Thorpe is keen to work with Members and hopefully have a Police presence in the villages when possible

Minute  2606    To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.

Cllr Morton declared a personal interest in the planning application DC/2011/004444, land adjacent to Mynders Cottage 

Cllr Adams declared an interest in item concerning land for development in the LDP

Minute 2607      To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on  July 4th 2011

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true record 

Minute 2608     Planning

1.   DC/2011/00496.  The Grondra, Shirenewton.

New garage  

Recommend Approval

2.  DC/2011/00485.  Dyers Mill, Itton                                                                                 

Conversion of farm building (former paper mill) into a single dwelling with timber framed garage store (revised scheme)

The postal address of Dyers Mill is in Itton but it is recorded on the Electoral Roll as being in the Shirenewton Ward.

Recommend approval with the following comments

Any features of architectural importance should be retained

Drainage should go into mains sewer

3. DC/2010/00957  Dalimoore House, Shirenewton

Amended design  

Recommend refusal with the following comments

·  Amended plan does not address any of the issues raised with the original application

· The original planning permission in 1994 for this part of the village was for no more than 8 dwellings - which is the current number.
· The original design  of this part of the Village along with Redd Landes was for large houses on suitable plots to provide an open and airy feel. 

· The proposed new build is an inappropriate size for the ground - in fact the footprint of the amended design is larger than the original

· The property is in a Conservation area (UDP 2006)

· The property adjacent to the proposed new build, Beaulieu House, is immediately below and will be overlooked by several of the windows thus reducing occupants’ privacy in Beaulieu House

· Occupants of Beaulieu House will also have privacy restricted in the garden

· Beaulieu House will be overshadowed because of falling away of ground, taking away sun  from garden.

· It does not have regard to the privacy, amenity of occupiers of neighbouring property (ENV1 (d)) 

· WE WOULD REQUEST THAT A SITE VISIT INCLUDES A VISIT TO NEIGHBOURING PROPERTIES TO VIEW THE IMPACT THAT THIS PROPOSED NEW BUILD WILL HAVE - PARTICULARLY ON BEAULIEU HOUSE - AS THIS WILL NOT BE APPARENT FROM THE SITE OF DALIMOORE HOUSE
4. DC/2011/00444  Land adjacent to Mynders Cottage, Earlswood Road, Shirenewton

Construction of crushed-stone track from existing access onto highway, to existing agricultural building. Minor earthworks around existing agricultural building to allow vehicular access to all 

Refusal with the following comments

While we would recommend approval for the retrospective application for the work carried out on the road from the main road to the barn, we can find no reason to recommend approval for the proposed road running alongside the main road. There does not appear to be a valid reason for the installation of this road and it does not improve the agricultural land. 

5.DC/20111/00122  Barn 4 Pen yr Heol Farm, Penycaemawr

Amendment to reduce number of windows and reduce size of carport

These amendments appear to have addressed the previous concerns raised

Recommend approval

6. DC/2011/00532 Trebener Farm, Newchurch West

Agricultural Notification of building for storage

This property is adjacent to Red House Farm and is on land previously owned by Red House Farm. It appears from the plans that there is a house on the land but SCC has had no notification of a new build/conversion/change of name. The clerk will investigate further.                              C/FWD
Recommend deferral

Items of local concern

Minute 2609 Electoral boundaries for wards               

Maps have been obtained from MCC but were very obviously incorrect. New maps have been applied. . Only when these are received will any definitive progress be made

County Cllr Down will chase up the new maps                                                            C/FWD

Minute 2609 Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 

There is no statutory obligation to review these documents within time limits but it is good practice to review them periodically. It was considered  that the best way forward would be for a committee to review these documents and bring the findings to the next meeting in August. 

It was agreed that the Committee will consist of Cllrs Eede, Harvey, Squires and the Clerk and the meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th July - venue to be arranged                            C/FWD

Minute 2610 To determine if representations will be made by SCC and County Cllr Down at MCC Planning meeting relating to planning application DC/2011/00399, Brookacre, Earlswood

The date of planning committee has not yet been  determined but this enquiry has been made on behalf of residents

County Cllr Down and Cllr Squires agreed to speak against the amendment to this application when it is put before the Planning Committee                                                                             C/FWD

Minute 2611 To discuss purchase and cost of bags for removal of waste from play area
Recently there has been a huge problem with waste in the car park at the Recreation Hall. Unusually much of this has been empty Chinese food containers, Pizza boxes, beer and lager cans. Residents and play school staff have been picking this up every morning. Added to this is the fact that MCC are now not collecting waste from the Recreation Car Park as they say that all Village Halls are to be treated as commercial and are subject to different collection services. Waste from the Car Park has been collected previously at the same time as  residential. Apparently this should not have been happening but was only discovered by MCC when the fortnightly collections came into force. 

To begin with, commercial premises have to be registered and then collections can be made. The service we are told is weekly and is  ’free of charge’ BUT bags have to be purchased at a cost of £1.50 each! As there are two bins on the car Park this equates to £156 each year.

We would contend that the Village Hall car park is not a commercial premises. However MCC policy is that all Village Halls are to be treated as commercial and it is therefore going to be a matter of changing the policy which could take some time. In the meantime we will try and make some other arrangements to dispose of the rubbish

County Cllr Down will investigate the possible changing of MCC’s policy regarding Village halls being classed as commercial premises for the purpose of the collection of rubbish                    C/FWD 
Minute 2612   Items of local concern - information only

DC/2008/01157 Wentwood Mill planning application for caravan site. This application was discussed  in February 2009 and there have been no comments on the website since October 2009.

County Cllr Down agreed to look into the current position                                                 C/FWD

Arrangements for Committee to interview potential co-opted Member

It was agreed that the meeting would be set for Monday 11th July and Cllrs Eede, Leafy and Squires will attend                                                                                                                                 C/FWD

OVW AGM will be held at 7pm on Thursday 14th July 2011at old School Church Hall Raglan and will be followed by an Ordinary Meeting

Highways   Temporary one way traffic order for the Chepstow Agricultural Show at Hayesgate Lane, Crick on 13th August 2011 

Minute 2613    Short reports from meetings attended

OVW Planning Training      June 16th                   

Due to a miscommunication Cllr Harvey did not attend

Charter Meeting Lower Wye Valley                      

See attached report from Cllr McCombe

B4235                                                                     

County Cllr Down, Cllr Squires and the Clerk  attended this meeting. While the safety of residents and drivers is of extreme importance, the noise endured by some residents is also of paramount importance to them. The noise element of bikers and cars was discussed and the Police at the meeting thought that it may be possible to apply the same penalties to bikes that apply to noisy exhausts on cars. Also there is apparently a simple method that can be used on stationary bikes to detect if owners have removed the baffle which would cause excessive noise and this aspect will be looked into.

The next meeting will be in November

Local Development Plan                                        

Cllr McCombe arrived for the meeting in County Hall as requested at 13.20  She had her opportunity to speak at 21.55 and left at 22.10 feeling very dispirited as she felt any decisions had already been made.  County Cllr Down said his experience was even worse as he arrived at 9am and left at 10.30pm

The two area of land that have been put forward in Shirenewton were accepted as being suitable for development. 60% of any houses built in rural areas must be ’affordable housing’. These areas will now go into the LDP which will be open for a six week period for consultation when written comments may again be made by objectors. After this the LDP will be considered by an Inspector from  WAG  

Shirenewton Fete    

Cllrs Moore, McCombe, Adams, Morton and County Cllr Down manned the stall at the Fete. No formal information was gathered but Cllrs had the opportunity to speak to lots of people. Many of the Annual newsletters printed by SCC were given out. 

Thanks were given to David Adams for providing the sign and tractor to support the sign. Apparently the tractor itself proved to be quite an attraction. Another attraction was the free bran tub with many of the prizes being provided by the Clerk’s son and thanks were also given to him. To add to these prizes the Council purchased small bags of sweets. It was felt that it was a worthwhile venture.

MOD 14th June  at MoD base Caerwent       

Cllrs Moore, McCombe and the Clerk attended. Cllr Harvey was unable to attend. Details of three of the items coming out of the meeting I.e Historic Walk, Tour for Cllrs and Curry Evening are included in the Clerk’s report 

Lower Wye Valley Area Committee June 8th   

Cllr Squires attended this meeting. Next meeting 13th July. Cllr Squires said she will attend 

 Minute 2614  To consider Financial Matter

a) Clerk’s salary  less pension deduction  (June salary)                                                     449.75

Clerk’s pension  (council & Clerk contribution)                                                                112.32 

The above paid by Bank standing order                         

100993 C A Jones Stationery and Expenses                                                                        24.58

100994 John Eede (Printing of SCC Annual Newsletter)                                                    60.00

100995 C A Jones  (Computer Printer)                                                                                39.99

It was agreed to make all payments

Minute 2615  Clerk’s report

1. Allotments /Affordable Housing, Blethyn Close

I made an initial request for information via Paul Matthews relating to Blethyn Close, Mynyddbach on 26th April. On the 6th June I received a response from Mike Trigg you stating that my request had been overlooked but he requested clarity on a point. I duly sent another e mail to him setting out exactly what information we required on the 8th June.

I have received no information to date. While I appreciate that MCC  are still in the agreed time limits from 8th June I would have hoped  that our request might have been taken priority given that the original request was made on 26th April. I e mailed him on 30th June to this effect   

Response received 1st July apologising for delay - reason given was that no response received from relative departments! He will now chase it up. - and I will chase him up!                                                 C/FWD                                                                                                   
2.  Update on planning applications  

	Ref:
	Address
	SCC recommendation
	MCC decision

	2011/00337
	 Fir Tree House, Usk Road
	Approval
	Approved

	2011/00468
	Cherry Orchard, Earlswood
	Approval
	Approved

	2010/01063
	South Grove, Earlswood 
	Approval
	Approved

	2011/00216
	The Grange, Usk Road
	Approval
	Approved


3. Enforcement issues

Peniel Chapel. You will recall that last month Cllr McCombe informed us that the owner had told her that an Enforcement Order had been made. SCC had no previous knowledge of this and I said I would look into why we hadn’t been informed. The address of the property is Llangwm and for the last application both Llangwm and Shirenewton were invited to comment. However when I receive the (infrequent) Enforcement lists, properties are grouped together in their wards which are listed alphabetically. I would naturally look only at Shirenewton unless I was expecting to see one that SCC had instigated which was on the border. In this case we did not instigate an enquiry. However in future I will check Llangwm as there are a couple of properties on the border.  

4. Other Planning Issues

Mynders Cottage. Hedgerow still not reinstated                                                                               C/FWD
5. Best Kept Village 2011

Donation of £36 received from Howard Sheen for flowers in centre of village and at War Memorial. Winners will be declared in September.                                                            

6. Highways

Road works on road from Cockerroosting into Earlswood. Response received from Highways that the route has been added to potholing schedule for temporary repair within the ’coming weeks’. The road has been assessed and prioritised for more substantial repairs but funding has not, at this time, been allocated. (response e mailed to Cllrs 16th June) 

Severe drop on side of road opposite Ridge House Stables. Response received from Highways that the verge has been scheduled for construction within the ’coming weeks’ (response e mailed to Cllrs 16th June)

Work has not been done yet - but there is a cone on the road opposite Ridge House Stables!

7. Traffic Calming

I took the opportunity after the B4345 meeting to speak with Paul Keeble (Traffic Management MCC) regarding the situation in Shirenewton with the 30mph and lack of pavements and I highlighted the facts about the ‘safe routes to school’ and the incident with one of the village children being hit by a wing mirror of a passing car. I asked him if he would revisit SCC’s document on Traffic Calming 2008. I was supported very strongly by a Police Officer who was at the meeting (he had been knocked off his pedal cycle at the entrance to the village by a car!) We discussed MCC’s original plans for ’humps’ in the village and my impression was that because Shirenewton had said they didn’t want those then we weren’t being taken seriously in our requests (This I hasten to add was only my impression -Paul Keeble did not say this). I explained that we required something in keeping with a Village in a conservation area. The outcome of our discussion was that he agreed to revisit the Traffic calming Document again after the results of the survey that County Cllr Down has requested.                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                    C/FWD
 8. Historic Walk at Caerwent 31st July

I have requested a time for this and also sent a reminder but to date I have not received a time from the Assistant Commandant. 

Response received 1st July (details e mailed to all Cllrs 1st July)

Cllr Squires wishes to be booked in for 1pm and Cllr Adams for 10am

9. MOD Curry Supper 

I have provisionally booked the Recreation Hall for 17th and 23rd November but I am still waiting fro confirmation of the date from the Assistant Commandant. I have sent a reminder. 

Confirmation received 1st July that Supper will be held on 23rd November.

At the last Curry supper event which was held in Caerwent Village Hall  Cllrs and residents from Caerwent were invited as well as 3 Shirenewton Cllrs and the Clerk. Obviously we are going to be limited in number so it was agreed that  for this occasion Shirenewton residents should take priority over Caerwent residents.  The main Hall will take 60 people sitting down and there is the possibility of using the Committee room as well (although this would probably serve better as a bar) . The Clerk  has arranged with the Mod that they view the hall in August to finalise numbers. The MoD will obviously have the last word on numbers as they will be providing food and drink.

It was agreed  that the Clerk should draw up a list of invitees from local organisations for  discussion in August. Meeting.
Minute 2616 To confirm the date of the next meeting

The  next meeting was confirmed as being   August 1st at Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 

                                                                                                        Chairman……………………………

                                                                                                         Date………………………………..



