

SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL	

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 5 November 2012 at 7.30 pm 
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall.

Present:
	Councillors:
	Mrs L McCombe (Chair)
	Ms B Moore
	Mrs C Jones	
	Mr K Morton	
	Mr P Harris
	Mr I Moore
	Mr D Adams
	
Also in attendance:
	County Councillor G Down
	Mrs G MacDonald
	Mrs H Counsell (Clerk)
	One member of the public.

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting.	

1	Public participation -  One member of the public attended to discuss a 	planning application.

2.	Apologies were received and accepted from:  Councillors  Mr T Hughes, 	Mr P Moles, Mrs L Prosser.

3.	Police report

No police report was received prior to the meeting and no officer was present.

Minute 2827 - To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in any item of listed business.
There were none.
	
Minute 2828 - Minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2012 were approved and duly signed by the Chair.

Minute 2829 - Planning.

1.  DC/2012/00823 and DC/2012/00824 (Listed Building Consent) 
Demolition of conservatory, to be replaced with an extension of similar proportions.

A site visit had taken place and a verbal report was presented to the Council.  The owner of the property was present and confirmed that a Mon CC Planning Officer had visited the site and that approval of proposals was being sought from the Victorian Society.  The owner also confirmed that the driveway entrance was to be moved back a car length, to allow vehicles accessing the drive to be off the road. Present stone pillars and pedestrian gate to remain.
This Council recommends approval.
	
2.  DC/2012/00773 Agricultural Notification (Information Only) 
Agricultural Storage Building, Buckwell Farm, Penycaemawr.
Although this application was for information only, Councillors were concerned that the barn was not marked in the correct location on the map and, in fact, the exact location had not yet been decided. 
This Council recommends approval, with the observation that a Planning Officer should visit the site.

3.  DC/2012/00656 The Old Sawmill, Itton Court Road 
Construction of a timber framed stable block to include two stables, tractor and feed store.
This Council recommends approval, but as the surrounding ground is low lying, requested information from Mon CC Planning Department on the method of disposal of effluent from the stables.

The Chair proposed that Cllr T Hughes be the designated SCC planning officer for Shirenewton ward.  She further thanked Cllrs Jones and Harris for investigating planning applications this month.

Minute 2830 - Proposed diversion of part of Public Footpath 51, Yew Tree Cottage, Shirenewton.
On considering this application, Councillors were concerned about the safety aspects of walkers exiting the proposed diversion onto the B4245, then having to walk along the road to the entrance of Footpath 45, taking into consideration the speed of traffic at this point and the lack of a pavement. Councillors suggested that the proposed footpath be extended inside the hedge from Point E back to Point C to allow walkers to only have to cross the road at Point C (as they do at present), this being much the safer option. Councillors also requested kissing gates, rather than stiles.

Minute 2831 - Finance - to consider items for payment 

Expenditure (by Standing Order)

Clerk’s salary/allowances  - October 2012				£402.20
Clerk’s Pension - October 2012					£  97.72
Inland Revenue - October 2012					£  78.26

Items for payment

Clerk’s October expenses							£   57.20 
Play equipment maintenance - J Robertson					£ 480.00
Open Spaces Society subscription						£   40.00
OVW training for 4 Councillors on 20.10.12					£   70.00
Llanvair Landscapes grass/hedge cutting for 2012 season			£ 760.00
SAMFAL subscription								£   15.00
Mon CC - grounds maintenance 2012					£1150.56


The Clerk and members of the public left the room prior to consideration of the following item.



Minute 2832 - To consider Clerk’s contract of employment.

Council discussed the Clerk’s working hours. She has worked an average of 14 hours per week since starting in January this year, but has only been paid for the 
11 ½ hours specified in her contract. Council resolved to increase the working hours by one per week, to 12 ½ hours per week from 1 January 2013. Council also agreed to ask the Clerk whether they could help save time by posting the agenda and minutes of meetings on the various notice boards each month and checking the playground equipment weekly, including emptying the rubbish bin during the holidays (this is done by Playgroup in term time).  Councillors agreed to ask the Clerk whether there was anything else they could help with to save her time.

Following discussion, the Clerk and members of the public were invited to re-enter the room.

Minute 2833 - Queen Elizabeth 11 initiative

Cllr Moore reported that a draft lease has been received and subject to some minor amendments will be finalised and duly signed.

Minute 2834 - Feedback on skateboard proposal

Cllr Jones gave verbal feedback on her visit to Woolaston Skatepark on 24.10.12. Following discussion and the lack of a suitable site in the community, councillors reluctantly agreed that there was no further action they could take at this time. 
C Cllr Down to report back to young people, with a copy to the Clerk.

Minute 2835 - Village Green update 

Cllr Jones advised that the Inspectors Report will go before the Licencing Regulatory Committee on 11.11.12 at 10am in Monmouth.  Cllr Jones and C Cllr Down to attend.

Minute 2836 - Village Shop update

Cllr Jones reported that the SCC sub-committee met with the owner of the Tan House and discussed incorporating a village shop into the premises, the owner was interested and positive about the proposal and said he will be encouraging the tenant accordingly.  He agreed to keep the sub-committee informed of developments. The sub-committee felt this to have been a positive meeting.

Minute 2837 - To discuss the future of the unappropriated land at Blethyn Close.

The land at Blethyn Close that has been appropriated by Mon CC has planning permission for two semi-detached properties. This Council resolved that the remainder of the ground that is unappropriated remain as a playing field with the maintenance continuing to be undertaken by Mon CC.

Minute 2838 - Traffic calming update 

C Cllr Down reported that Paul Keeble of Mon CC would be submitting a funding bid for 2012/13.  It was noted that more heavy vehicles are using the village road and green lane, although it was acknowledged that this was to avoid traffic near the church walls.  Council discussed the increase in traffic, the possibility of weight restrictions and the difficulty of enforcement.

Minute 2839 - Update on War Memorial Grants

Cllr Jones advised that an acceptable application had been made to the War Memorial Trust for a grant of £4,000 for the church clock (50% is payable by the WMT). Other sources of grant funding are also being sought.

A quote has been received by Blatchley’s of £264 (inc VAT) for the cleaning of the war memorial.  The steps to the memorial need repointing and a quote of £500 (inc VAT) for this work has been received from J Saysell - to be completed in the spring of 2013. Clerk to write to the landlords of the Tredegar Arms to advise them of this work and that it may be in their interest to have their adjacent wall repaired at the same time.

Minute 2840 - Shirenewton telephone kiosk 

Cllr Jones explained the process to ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ - that there would be a 90 day consultation process and, if successful, on payment of £1 BT would remove the telephone but leave the kiosk in situ. BT had confirmed that there had only been four calls from the kiosk in the 12 months from September 2011 to September 2012.  Cllr Jones further advised that the WI would be interested in using the kiosk as a lending library for second hand books, which they would stock and maintain.  
A notice to be placed in the Parish Newsletter for comments from residents. Also to be raised at the Community Led Plan Open Meeting on 22.11.12.

Minute 2841 - to discuss Llanmelin Hill Fort excavations 29.10 - 16.11.12

Until recently, Council had been unaware of the above project, even though a joint sub-committee had been set up between CADW, Shirenewton CC and Caerwent CC - although this group had not met recently. Council was disappointed that these joint meetings had fallen by the wayside and that SCC had not been involved or consulted on these excavations. Clerk to contact CADW and Caerwent CC to request an urgent meeting of the sub-committee.
SCC sub- committee representatives - Cllrs Morton and Adams.

Minute 2842 - Urgent road repairs 
Discussion took place regarding urgent maintenance work required to repair potholes on Earlswood Road, from Middle Road to West End and request confirmation that all work will be completed by Feb/March 2013. C Cllr Down advised of a rolling 4 year plan for road maintenance, he offered to pursue Mon CC and report back to next meeting.

Minute 2843 - Urgent hedgerow and overhang maintenance on Earlswood Road
opposite Hope Chapel.
Council discussed this issue and, again, C Cllr Down offered to pursue and report back to next meeting.

Minute 2844 - Other items of local concern -

Ÿ	Huntsmen and hounds on Usk Road - road safety issue.
Ÿ	Reinstatement of hedge at Mynders Farm - enforcement issue, Clerk to pursue.
Ÿ	Neighbourhood Watch/police reminder to residents in rural areas to have house names clearly displayed at the roadside as an aid to emergency services.
Ÿ	A draft renewal lease for the Recreation Hall has been received and all appears to be in order.  This will be signed by Chair and Vice Chair, subject to Recreation Association agreement.
Ÿ	Future of Earlswood Poor Land - contact has been made with Monmouthshire Meadows and there is limited advantage in registering with them at this stage.
Ÿ	Councillors that attended the Planning site visit at ‘Oslo’, Mynyddbach earlier today said that as outline planning permission had already been agreed, the opportunity was past the stage of allowing them to speak and Mon County Councillors themselves wondered why they were paying a visit to the site.
Ÿ	C Cllr Down was asked to thank Mon CC Highways Department for the excellent resurfacing of the road from Shirenewton to Llanfair Discoed.
Ÿ	Councillors were reminded to be vigilant due to an increased number of thefts from farms in the area.
Ÿ	Councillors were advised that the LDP will be considered again by Mon CC on 2.12.12 and it is not proposing to include additional sites within the plan.
Ÿ	Councillors were advised of a complaint from a local resident.
Ÿ	A resident has complained of the Mobile Police Station taking up spaces in the car park when it visits Shirenewton for 2 hours each month.  Wpc Thorpe has been advised.
Ÿ	Further discussion on vehicle parking opposite the entrance to a pedestrian footpath in Shirenewton. Police have checked unsuccessfully on three occasions, but will speak to vehicle owner.
Ÿ	Thanks were given to Carol Bailey for her continued planting and maintenance of the triangular flower bed in Shirenewton.
Ÿ	Clerk to contact Dwr Cymru regarding possible burst water pipe at ‘The Spout’ and the danger of water freezing on the road.
Ÿ	Damage was reported to the triangle of grass at Bluebell Lane - C Cllr Down offered to report this to the Highways Department.

Minute 2845 - to receive the Clerk’s Report

1.	Planning training originally to be arranged by Philip Thomas, Mon CC in 	late Autumn, now deferred to December - date tbc. Possible joint OVW 	training with Mathern (to be decided at Mathern’s meeting on 12.11.12).

3.	Extension of temporary licence, Blethyn Close, temporary fencing still in 	place (at 31.10.12). Reminder e-mail sent to D H-H.

4.	Poor Land field - C Bambridge Mon CC has advised that the field is not 	registered at the Land Registry and Mon CC has no ‘interest’ in it. She will 	check further. Clerk has checked and no documents are held at HSBC. 

5.	Registration of land at Gaerllwydd - Clerk to progress with Tudor Baldwin, 	Mon CC.

6.	Registration of footpath to Llanmelin Hill Fort - Estates Adviser, WAG has 	responded that no footpath has been registered and asks that we keep them 	informed of our proposals.

7.	Clearance of overgrown footpaths in Shirenewton and building on path 	no. 119 - Clerk has contacted Shaun Pritchard, Mon CC who has confirmed 	all  queries have been logged and passed to relevant officers for action.
	
8.	Play area - maintenance work and painting has been completed by 
	J Robertson, Caerwent. Clerk has requested that paintwork be revisited.

9.	Notice boards at Gaerllwydd and Mynyddbach need some maintenance, 	Clerk to contact Spencer Hughes for a quote.

10.	Remembrance Sunday will be held on Sunday 11 November 2012, wreaths 	have been collected from the British Legion - council agreed to increase 	invoice payment from £29 to £50, to include a donation.  War memorial path 	has been cleared by Mon CC.

11.	Reminder of joint meeting and curry night between SCC, CCC and the 	MoD at Caerwent Village Hall on 20.11.12 at 6pm.

12.	SCC social event to be discussed in the New Year.

13.	A list of Mon CC’s Determined Planning Applications for Sept/Oct was 	also provided.

The Clerk distributed copies of the following booklets:

The Good Councillors Guide 2012,
The Community Directory for Monmouthshire 2012,
The Community & Town Councillors Handbook:  Land Use Planning System in Wales,
‘Picturesque’, the Wye Valley AONB Newsletter.

Minute 2846 - To receive items of correspondence.

1.  Letter from Paul Matthews, Chief Executive, Mon CC on 9.10.12 (circulated 17.10.12).  Update on Charter.

2.  E-mail (circ. on 21.10.12) from Shirley Hughes informing of the Open Meeting for Community Led Plans booked on Thursday 22.11.12 at 7.30pm in Shirenewton Rec Hall.

3.  E-mail (circ. on 25.10.12) from Keep Wales Tidy requesting support for a petition against the release of balloons and Chinese lanterns - Council agreed to support this request.

Minute 2847 - To present short reports from meetings attended.

Cllr Mc Combe had attended the October Area Meeting of One Voice Wales and will circulate her notes to Councillors.

Date of next meeting:  Monday 3 December 2012 at 7.30pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall.      

Meeting closed at 10.15 pm.


Signature of Chair:			Date: 

