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FROM THE VICARAGE 
Julian E Ll White 

 
Dear People of the Parishes, 
 
I would like to have you believe that I compose this piece on a reflective autumn 
morn whilst gazing out of the mullioned windows of the Victorian Vicarage having 
put down, momentarily, my aromatic pipe and gaze upon the mature climbing 
roses which caress the tranquillity infusing the ecclesiastical garden. 
 
The truth, however, is somewhat different. 
 
It is true that the vast majority of my colleagues now dwell in modern, bland and 
utterly boring Vicarages whilst Sandra and I hunker-down in a decrepit and icy 
pile (and, yes, given the choice we would far rather this option). It is also 
accurate that I sometimes am afforded the view of seductive rose-blossoms 
waving alluringly. Except, right now, they lie in an entangled mess at the foot of 
the wall, all 25 feet of them ,having become a victim of the recent inclement 
weather. Amazingly ,Rambling Rector has remained strong and upright. My wife’s 
comments are needless to say, unprintable. 
 
There must be a message here, surely. There probably isn’t, but I won’t let that 
stop me anyway. My wife whisked me away from other pressing parish 
considerations (I was about to watch Eggheads in fact) in order to address the 
chaos. 
 
I ruminated on the sight before me. A thing of beauty suddenly thrown into 
distress (I am talking about the rose-bush, not my wife). Is this not sometimes 
true of life? How, over many years it seems, something that has grown steadily 
and with vigour accompanying its inherent beauty, is cast into apparent ruin and 
confusion. 
 
Such an interpretation is but half the story. Out of the dismay comes the 
opportunity for unexpected action. For example, Sandra – thrusting some pruning-
shears at me – opined “Oh well, now the thing has blown down we can at least 
access it and cut out the dead wood before it is put back in position”. She led by 
example, followed by me in hesitant fashion and I speculated (before being 
wounded by a malicious nettle) that this could be a parable relating to the 
development, crisis, and rebirth of the Christian church at both international and 
local level. At this point I could feel a sermon approaching and, you will be 
relieved to learn, my wife brought out a cup of tea and a cake and all 
philosophical and theological considerations were put on hold. 
 
The restoration project is now well in hand (but, thank goodness, heavy rain has 
delayed progress) and the re-vitalised rambler will be back in situ. Sandra also 
reminded me that new replacement stays would be needed and that it would take 
the efforts of numerous individuals to restore it to its former glory. Again, in 
keeping with the restored church motif, I grew excited about ‘new’ supports and 
the involvement of a multitude of people. 
 
Next year presumably, to misappropriate a biblical quote ‘The latter glory (of the 
said rose) shall be greater than the former’. Keep your fingers crossed that this 
will be the case and that the above horticultural parable will not be subject to 
mildew or blight or else another extended metaphor will be on the way… 
 
With every good wish and blessing, 
 
Julian E Ll White (Rector & Vicar) 
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200 CLUB 
 
September 
 

Congratulations to the September winners of the 200 Club: 

1. Nansi Davies 

2. Hanako Owen 

3. Frances Gray 

4. Vivian Clarke 

Thank you for your support. 

 
“Many people in the Parish will know that the Reverend Doctor Canon Andrew 
Todd has regularly officiated at our services in our Church for many years, 
particularly at Christmas, when he officiated at Midnight Mass. He and Catherine 
have moved to new roles in Cambridgeshire, where we wish them well. The PCC is 
organising a collection for a farewell gift for them and hope to be able to present it 
to them at an informal gathering over a glass of wine in the Saysell Centre at a 
date to be decided. 
 
If you would like to make a donation to the gift for Andrew, please let Graham 
Lambert know on 01291641175 or glambert123@googlemail.com. If you wish to 
attend the presentation, please let Bill Clark know on 01291 641773 or 
williamjhclark@btinternet.com.” 

Found: 
On Saturday, 1st September at the 
Recreational Field, Shirenewton 

A small purse with a number of coins inside. 
Please contact: 641376 

CHEPSTOW AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
HOMECRAFT SECTION 

 
Will be holding a 

SOUP LUNCH  
on 

Wednesday, 14th November 
at 

12.00pm for 12.30pm 
at 

Devauden Village Hall 
£8.00 
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REPORTS FROM ST PETERS CHURCH, NEWCHURCH 

 
Summer Fayre:    After an extremely wet and blustery event last year, the sun 
shone brightly over the lawn at Church Farm on Saturday 30TH June 2018 .  With 
plant stall, tombola, cake stall and refreshments all available. The PCC are 
extremely grateful for the support from the community which helped raise a grand 
total of £634.40 which will be used towards the upkeep of the Church. 
 
 
Harvest Festival:   On Friday 7th September St Peters Church was beautifully 
decorated with fresh local produce ready for their Harvest Service.  After the 
service of thanksgiving, light refreshments were distributed and a wonderful 
hamper was raffled raising a fabulous £375.  A huge thank you to everyone who 
supported the event. 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
St Peters Church will be holding their Autumn Fayre on Saturday 3rd November 
2018 at Earlswood Memorial Hall 10am-1pm.  A variety of stalls will be available 
for you to browse around and then enjoy some refreshments.  A warm welcome 
awaits you. 
 
Christingle Service  - Sunday 16th December 2018 2.30pm.  A date for your diary. 

Hello Villagers, 
 
This is a photo of our Shirenewton road 
sign as you enter the village from the 
B4235 road - not very welcoming! I had a 
good idea the other day to go for a walk 
clutching my secateurs and cut back the 
overgrown greenery around this road sign. 
I didn't realise I would have to climb up a 
bank and tackle brambles and stinging 
nettles.  I failed miserably as I am only 
5'2", of mature years and was wearing a 
short, sleeved tee shirt! So I am appealing 
to tall, younger persons, armed with tree 
loppers, to climb the bank, hack back the 
nettles and brambles  and reveal our 
Shirenewton road sign once again. 
 
Thank you in anticipation of your help.    
 
Barbara Walters 
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SHIRENEWTON LIFE CHANGES COFFEE MORNING  
 
As Autumn and Winter approach, do you dread the  onset of long dark days? 

No more sitting or working in the garden and watching people pass by, 

exchanging a word or a smile with the neighbour or dog walker. 
Have you sent your children off to school, or University, and feel a bit "empty" ? 

Are you spending time alone, but not sure what to do? 

   

Do you fancy a coffee (or tea) and chat with someone new? 
Come along to the COFFEE MORNING at the TREDEGAR ARMS on Friday 5th 

October   

Come anytime from 10 to 12.For more information e-mail: 

shirenewton.lifechanges1@btinternet.com 
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
Extracts from the minutes of the meeting held in September2018. 
 

 
 
 
 
Planning applications considered –  
 
1.   DM/2018/01174   The Cayo Farm, Red House Lane, Shirenewton 
The erection of an oak framed 4 bay ancillary building for garaging and a home 
office and gym. 
Council noted that the Cayo Farm is not a farm but a 6 bedroomed private house. 
Council further noted that the building is 3.9m high at the ridge and some 76sqm 
but no length or depth measurements are given. The increase in volume is 
approximately 25%.No internal detail is given and it is unclear where the home 
office and gym are to be sited. If only the right hand end section is available for 
the home office it begs the question where the gym is to be sited. If in the roof 
then the building is effectively two storeys internally.  No stair detail is given nor is 
there any for a toilet and or showering facilities. 
There is lack of detail of the layout of the first floor and access within the building 
also lack of detail whether the home office is for business use and if so a business 
plan in support. 
Council recommended approval of the application but as the building appeared to 
be capable of multi-use, recommended a condition restricting use to non-
residential accommodation in connection with the occupation of the house by a 
single family. 
Council further recommended preservation of the footpath on the left hand 
boundary of the property, also the Right of Way from Mynders Farm (old cart 
track) through The Cayo. 
 
2.  DM/2018/01222  Stone Barn, Bushes Farm, Earlswood 
Conversion of stone barn to dwelling, with detached new double garage. 
 
Council noted that this is a derelict barn with a rusted tin roof. It sits much lower 
than the road and is screened by the roadside hedgerow and further hedging 
along a public footpath running gradually away from the road. 
The barn is a single storey 17 x 4.4m and around 4m high. The double garage is 
5.5x6.5m and 5.3 high to the ridge, the upper part of which is for roosting 
horseshoe bats. The stone walls are retained and the roof tiled with slate. 
Council recommended refusal of the application as the proposal is bigger than the 

  
URGENT 

  
Vacancy on the Community Council 

  
There is now only one vacancy on the Council in 

the Mynyddbach ward. 
  

It is important that the vacancy is filled by a local resident who is 
interested in the surrounding community and wishes to join the 

Council – 
 if that means you - please contact the Clerk (details below). 
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original footprint. The barn is in an isolated position with poor access.   
Council was also concerned at the loss of habitat for bats and barn owls, and as 
much vegetation would need to be removed, the potential loss of local flora and 
fauna.  Another important concern was the detrimental impact on local 
infrastructure that every additional dwelling brings.  
 
3. DM/2018/01042  Woodland View, Old Road, Penycaemawr 
Construction of bedroom and living room extensions. 
 
Council recommended approval, subject to the Right of Way being preserved. 
 
Other items of interest 
 
WW1 centenary celebrations on weekend of 9 – 11.11.2018: 
 
a) Old Time Music Hall, Friday 9th and Saturday 10th November at 
Earlswood Hall – arrangements are now well in hand and a draft programme 
was circulated.  Councillors confirmed they agreed the arrangements but felt that 
the ticket price should be held at £10 per person as the intention of the event was 
not profit making. Council to contribute £1000 to the costs of this event. 
 
 b) Beacons of Light, 7pm 11.11.2018, on Shirenewton Recreation field – 
reading of Tribute to the Millions to be read at 6.50pm, followed by the names of 
those that fell and the playing of the Last Post, with the beacon to be lit at 7pm – 
one of 1000 to be lit across the country, followed by the church bells ringing out 
for peace. 
 
c) School and playgroup ‘street’ parties, Friday 9.11.2018 – these have 
been arranged.  Council to contribute £150 and £50 respectively. 
 
Taken from the County Councillor’s monthly report: 
Monmouthshire County Council Cabinet on the 5th of September covered a couple 
of reports of interest to parents with children, reports can be found in the following 
link: https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=144&MId=2489 Firstly, the 30-hour free childcare offer for eligible parents of 
children aged 3 to 4 years old from January 2019, with the application process 
open from November 2018. 
Secondly, a report went to the same Cabinet meeting, which gave a report back on 
the response to the consultation exercise on Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
review and inclusion services across Monmouthshire.  
The response looked at the proposals for the individual schools on ALN and 
proposed to currently not to proceed with the proposals for Mounton House Special 
School Pwllmeyric. 
 
Dates of future meetings –Monday 1st October and Monday 5th November at 
7.30pm at the Recreation Hall, Shirenewton. Members of the public are welcome to 
attend and may speak with the Council for the first 15 minutes of each meeting. 
 
Find more information in draft copies of the minutes on the Community 
Council notice boards. Previous, approved minutes of meetings, can be 
found on the Council’s website www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk  
 
Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Hilary Counsell    
Tel: 01291 421307                  E-mail: Shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
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SHIRENEWTON SUPER SATURDAY  
FUN DAY & FUNDRAISER 
SATURDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2018  
 
What a lovely way to spend the first day of September – a community event in the 
sunshine on the Rec Field! The event was a great success with families and friends 
enjoying refreshments, live music, crafts and games. 
 
The teas, coffees, cakes, ice creams, bar and BBQ were all well received and as 
suggested some families enjoyed their own picnic on the field. 
  
Previous years proceeds were donated to the Village Defibrillator Fund, Cancer 
Research & Recreational Hall Improvements/Maintenance. This year we raised the 
fantastic total of £475.00 - this is being donated to Velindre Cancer Centre – many 
thanks to all for your generosity! 
 
Special thanks to all on the Recreational Hall Committee and to their spouses/
partners for all the help given – both on the day, with setting up and all the 
preparation prior to the event. A big thank you to Ken & Jamie for the wonderful 
live music (& to the Karaoke King & Queen – Stu & Shirley for their efforts again 
this year – so good apparently no one else could follow them yet again this year!).  
Huge thank you to: 
 
Gordon - our barman extraordinaire (& Chair of the Rec Hall Committee) for 
setting up and serving (and all the tireless work he does all year behind the scenes 
for the Rec Hall), to Stu, Pauline & Lynne who ran the BBQ, to Julia for her help 
with the bar/organising the tug of war, to Phil at the Huntsman & Julie at the 
Tredegar Arms for donating fabulous cakes, to Tesco’s for the tea & coffee 
donation, to committee members/spouses and volunteers for all the baking, to 
Sarah for organising bales, ice cream, the tug of war rope and for organising the 
children’s scavenger hunt, to the Kitchen Crew – Barbara, Maggie & Elsie, to Beryl 
& the School for supplying games, to the PTA for the Gazebos, to the Church for 
the Sound System, to both Sandras, Yvette & Catrin for the crafting tables (a great 
success), to everyone else who helped clear up at the end of the day & to the 
community for supporting the event.     
Shirley Ayres (On behalf of Recreational Hall Committee) 
 
 
 

 
Calling all dog walkers who use 
Shirenewton Recreational Hall Field..... 
 
The Recreational Hall Committee and users of the 
field would like to say big “thank you” for clearing up 
after your dogs, but have you thought about what 
happens if they leave sticks behind? It doesn’t sound 
like much of an issue, but it can be a problem when 
the field is being mowed & a hazard for youngsters running on the field.  
You can help by picking up any sticks left by your dog.  
Thank you!  
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SHIRENEWTON CHURCH WEBSITE 
www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
www.shirenewtonshop.com 
  
 Firstly, I’d like to say ‘thank you’ to those people 
who do mention to me that they’ve read, 
occasionally with interest, the columns I put 
together every month. It’s good to get the feedback 
that people do read them! 
  
As everyone knows, I’m more of a Windows PC/Android man than an ‘Apple 
Fanboy’, sometimes called iSheep!  However, I do own an iPad and for all you 
Apple product users out there, I do keep my eyes open in the tech press for 
stories which could affect you. In general, in tech circles, Apple is thought of as a 
more secure operating system than Android because the Apple APIs (Application 
Programming Interfaces) are not generally available and therefore there are less 
vulnerabilities. This is confirmed by research which suggests that that a large 
percentage of malware targets the Android operating system. Of course, one of 
the reasons that Android is so wide spread and so much cheaper is that 
it’s  mainly open source. So, by definition, it’s more open that iOS and therefore 
easier to attack. 
  
However, that doesn’t mean that Appleistas are entirely safe. A story in the tech 
press in early September reported that “Apple has removed an app called Adware 
Doctor: Anti Malware & Ad from the macOS App Store following claims it sent 
users' browser histories to a remote server in China.”. Source The Register 
(https://tinyurl.com/yax2fwuz). This was a ‘paid for’ app ($4.99) and the 4th 
highest grossing app in the ‘Paid Utilities’ category. Oh dear. 
  
Unfortunately, this app is not the only app reported to be siphoning off data. 
Malwarebytes (which I run on my PC and recommend to all) has identified some 
other app doing the same, (https://tinyurl.com/yazrycy6). Thomas Reed, director 
of Mac and mobile security at Malwarebytes is reported to have said “"It’s 
blindingly obvious at this point that the Mac App Store is not the safe haven of 
reputable software that Apple wants it to be. ... I strongly encourage you to treat 
the App Store just like you would any other download location: as potentially 
dangerous." 
  
This seems eminently sensible advice. I never install an app without having 
researched it first (unless it’s obviously ‘official’ like the MyMonmouthshire app). 
So you have been warned! 
  
Moving onto the MyMonmouthshire app. I have used it to communicate to 
Monmouthshire CC and, after a while, received a response. So that bit works.  The 
downside of it appears to be that, by having an account at Monmouthshire 
(necessary for the app) you are signed up to the regular Monmouthshire CC email 
newsletters. That in itself isn’t the issue, it’s the fact that these newsletters 
automatically include ‘recent news’ which may not be so recent and for which the 
deadline may have passed. In fact, it was complaining about this that made me 
contact Monmouthshire CC via the app.  I’ll keep you all informed. 
  
Safe browsing 
  
drc 
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SHIRENEWTON 

VILLAGE MARKET 

 

DATES FOR 2018 

 

PLEASE NOTE NEW MARKET 

HOURS 10.30 – 12.30 

 

20TH OCTOBER 2018 

17TH NOVEMBER 2018 

15TH DECEMBER 2018  

CHRISTMAS MARKET 



       13 

 

 

Shirenewton Babies and Toddler Group 

Thursdays 1.30 – 3p.m. (term time only) 

     Shirenewton Recreation Hall 

 

Great toys, good company – everyone welcome  

(please bring your Carers too!) 

Contact Jackie Broughton (01291 641797)  

for further  
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Sunday 14th 
October 

 Family Service 
10.00 am  

Shirenewton 

Village Harvest 
Lunch 

12.30  for 1.00  
Earlswood Hall 

Bring your family and friends 
for                               

a sociable community 
lunch followed by a             

fun charity auction of 
harvest offerings. 
Drinks at the bar. 
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GAERLLWYD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Gaerllwyd Crossroads,    
Newchurch West, NP16 6DD 

 

We Invite you to join in our 
 

 

 

Sunday, 14th October  at 6.30pm 

& 
Monday, 15th October at 7.30pm 

 

  

and the sale of Harvest Produce 
WILL FOLLOW THE MONDAY 

EVENING SERVICE    

 
Shirenewton Fete 
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Update From ShAMBLE HQ! 
We're thrilled that so many people have already signed up to be 
part of the first ever Shirenewton and Mynydd Bach iLlumination 
Extravaganza on 13th and 14th October!  But we think it can be 
even bigger and better than it’s looking already.  If you’re planning 
on being part of the fun by decorating your windows please 
remember to sign up here https://goo.gl/forms/
KxebEHT5QHb9HgTB3 (it takes less than a minute) or you 
can fill in a paper form and post it in one of the boxes around the 

village, like the one in the old phone box near the Tredegar Arms. 
Even if you’re one of the many who have already signed up, we 
still need your help.  If each person who’s already said they’ll be 
taking part can persuade just one other friend or neighbour in the 
village to decorate their windows then we’ll have doubled  the size 

of the spectacle. 
 
ShAMBLE is all about doing something together as a community 
and there are lots of ways that you can get involved, like handing 
out flyers, making cakes for the party on 13th October, liking and 
sharing our Facebook posts, encouraging your neighbours to take 

part & generally spreading the word!  If you’d like to find out more 
do drop us a line at shirenewtonshamble@gmail.com or check out 
the blog: www.shirenewtonshamble.blogspot.com     

We were incredibly pleased to see more than 30 people come 
along to our community crafting session at the hall on 22nd 
September, where we shared some ideas, craft materials and arty 
inspiration, as well as plenty of tea, cake and laughs. 
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There is a  theme of ‘The Sky at Night’ to give a bit of inspiration, 
but the theme is totally optional; if you have a good idea, go with 
it.  It can be anything from a set of artistically arranged fairy lights 
to a  stained-glass creation, a band playing in your living room to 
some cut-out stars sellotaped to the glass; simple or spectacular—
anything goes! 
 
So be sure to come and ‘Shamble’ around the village on 13th and 
14th October, pick up a map from the hall or look out for them in 
other places around the village, join us for  the party in the hall 
from 6—8.30pm, and if you’re going to decorate your window be 
sure to register!  
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GARDENING CORNER 
The weather has returned to our usual pattern now, with rain and occasional sun. 
Until today the rain has been enough to re-green the lawn and to satisfy the 
plants, but not too much that we can’t get on with working outside. Today it is 
absolutely hammering it down, so it will be back to the indoor jobs for a while. 
The ‘other’ Head Gardener has now recovered well from the new knee operation 
and, for the first time in probably two years, is back outside helping with the 
weeding and other light duties. With a garden our size though, it is surprising just 
how much of a difference even a small amount of work can make, so hopefully we 
will now be able to get back on top of things in the coming year. 
 
At the moment there are so many jobs to get sorted that it is the usual “what shall 
we do first” decision rather than “what can I do”. In the vegetable patch we are 
continuing to harvest the seasonal veg. The runner and French beans have been 
finished for some time, but I have left the pods on in order to save seed for next 
year. These were drying well, so if the rain persists I’ll have to make sure I pick 
the pods and move them indoors to dry properly. I did buy some special seeds last 
winter ready for our attempts at showing. This wasn’t cheap (seed these days 
never is), but at least I have been able to increase the quantities of available seed 
for next year and we won’t have to pay out again hopefully. This can only be done 
for the ‘normal’ seeds though. Many varieties are F1 hybrids these days, so it is 
unwise to save seed from these. If you do there is no telling what quality you 
might get as any saved seed will demonstrate all sorts of properties – both good 
and bad. We did get some success on the show bench though, so overall the extra 
cost was worth it. All of the potatoes were dug up before any sign of potato blight 
arrived. This was another benefit from the hot dry weather in that this annual pest 
was slow in arriving as it thrives in damp, humid conditions. The potatoes are now 
all in the garage, stored ready for winter use, as are all the onions and shallots. 
We are still picking cauliflowers. I’m still amazed at how well these have done 
despite the weather. We simply could not eat them all, so many have ‘blown’. 
These will be cleared away and chopped up before putting in the compost bins. 
Clearing the empty vegetable beds is now the key priority as the weather permits, 
as it will shortly be time to plant the first crops ready for next year. This will be 
garlic and cooking shallots, both of which benefit from a cold spell in order for 
them to grow properly. Our cooking shallots did so well this year that I will be able 
to use some of the smaller ones for planting out. The garlic on the other hand 
were a complete disaster. I dug them up and started to dry them, but the size of 
bulbs was so small that I actually ended up throwing them all away. It just wasn’t 
going to be worth the effort of trying to peel them. Normally we grow shallots for 
pickling as well, but we have enough stored to keep the ploughman’s lunch going 
for at least next year and maybe the one after as well, so I won’t bother to grow 
any of these in the coming year. It seems odd to be talking about the coming 
season already, but that’s the never ending gardening cycle for you! The carrots 
have done really well this year and are completely free of the root fly. This means 
that we will have a good store of carrots for the coming months – provided we can 
keep the slugs and mice away from them. The winter greens, including sprouts are 
also looking well, as are the leeks, so hopefully we will keep going pretty well with 
our own produce for a few months yet – but this will obviously depend on what 
the weather throws at us. 
 
The flower garden has been hanging on by the skin of its teeth all summer. As I 
mentioned last month, the sweet peas and alstroemaria’s suffered badly, but the 
gladioli and dahlia’s have continued to thrive, especially the latter. We have a 
couple of dahlia varieties that have grown so well that it is almost impossible for  
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the other Head Gardener to cut them, as they are now taller than she is. They 
weren’t meant to be, but that’s old horse manure for you! The new rose bed has 
expanded, with a number of varieties now planted. I had intended to buy bare 
rooted plants from David Austin in the autumn but the garden centres that we 
visit near our youngest daughters’ have been selling potted plants cheaper than 
the bare rooted ones, so it would have been rude not to have taken advantage of 
this opportunity! I think I need just one more variety, a climber, to grow up the 
pergola above the seat. It will be a choice between Bethesda or Gertrude Jekyll – 
whichever I happen to come across first. All of the plants that have been planted 
are looking really well and are already producing a steady supply of highly scented 
flowers. The selection has been restricted to English shrub roses which David 
Austin has specialised in over his lifetime. These are repeat flowering and mostly 
scented, so everything that you want from a rose. They aren’t cheap to buy, but 
in the right soil, they will last for years, so hopefully they will be a good 
investment that will bring joy (and scent) for many years to come. I’m also hoping 
to be able to take cuttings from them as well so that they can be introduced into 
other flower beds as well around the garden. Some of the varieties do better in 
mixed beds than others so it’s making sure we get the right ones. The spring 
bulbs for next year have now also arrived, so we are getting on with planting 
these out when we can. The daffodils especially should be in the ground by the 
end of October. We have also bought a few tulips but these will tolerate being left 
until November. The tulips are being planted between the roses, as are several 
varieties of alliums (ornamental onions). The idea is that these, along with several 
varieties of daffodils, will flower early in the year before the roses get going, but 
will be finished and out of the way for when the roses start to flower. Well that’s 
the plan anyway, so we will see what happens. 
Although the hedges had an early trim, they now need tidying up ready for the 
winter. It shouldn’t take too long to whizz over them with the petrol hedge cutter 
and it will ensure they all look neat and tidy until things start to grow again next 
April. 
 
I have started to work my way through the bees at long last. They have obviously 
been getting bored as many of the hives have been well stuck down with propalis 
– the sticky glue they use to stick things down with and to fill holes up to stop 
drafts. It is derived from tree resin and believe me it does a wonderful job! 
Because of the mess I haven’t finished, but I’m now waiting for a half decent day, 
weather wise to be able to open the remaining hives up. One or two objected to 
my intervention as they haven’t seen me for so long. A number have good honey 
stores, so I will need to see what I can steal before it gets too late. There is little 
point in removing the maximum crop possible, because it will mean that I will 
have to feed them with sugar syrup to replace the honey. In order for them to 
store this properly for the winter the bees need reasonable warmth to be able to 
evaporate the water content off, and with the sun getting lower and day 
temperatures following, there is simply not enough time for this to happen. So the 
bees will be mainly enjoying the fruits of their own labour this year, rather than 
me stealing it all. The honey they have stored is still quite runny so I will be able 
to extract some if I can get this off in the next couple of weeks. I will certainly 
have to do better next year. I did notice that one of the hives has a problem. 
Either the queen has died or she has run out of steam, as there was no young 
healthy brood in the nest and too many drones (male bees), which suggests that 
the queen has run out of sperm to fertilise her eggs. The best way forward will 
probably be to combine with another weak hive, or to let the colony die out. A lot 
will depend on the weather over the coming days. Happy gardening until next 
month.  
Steve and Felicity Hunt. 
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Early Orchids on the SAMFAL site 

  ‘Flowers for the Fallen’  

                          

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Time for Remembering  

Flower arrangements by local people and local groups to 

commemorate the centenary of the end of  

World War One.  

   In Shirenewton Church 

     Saturday 10th November   10:00 – 5:00 

           Sunday 11th November    12:00 – 5:00  

 

 

 Remembrance Day Service 

Shirenewton War Memorial  

on Sunday 11th November 2018 at 10:50 

  The service will then continue with the  

uniform brigades and their colours in 

Shirenewton Church   
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Long spurred aquilegias  

 
 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: GRAHAM BULL 
CCS is affiliated to  Ty Cerdd & Making Music,   

and is a Registered Charity (no. 112798) 
www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk 

 
CHEPSTOW  CHORAL  SOCIETY  2018/2019  SEASON 

 
CHEPSTOW  CHORAL  SOCIETY is now rehearsing for the new season, and a 

challenging and full programme beckons!  In addition to our regular 3-concerts 
per year programme,  we are privileged and proud this year  to be organising 

Chepstow’s Remembrance Commemoration, which will take place on SUNDAY  

AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER  4th, 3.00pm at St Mary’s  Priory  Church, Chepstow. 

 
CCS will be joined for this programme with students from Chepstow 

Comprehensive School, along with representatives from all our Armed Forces,  

and especially the Rifles 1 Battalion.  The Commemoration of the end of WW1 in 

November 1918 will be particularly poignant for this centenary anniversary. Local 
bellringers will ring the Church bells before and after the music and words 

commemoration, entrance is free for all, with a retiring plate collection for SSAFA 

–the Armed Forces Charity. 

 
A few weeks later, on SUNDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 9th at 3.00pm,  St Mary’s 

Priory Church, CCS will perform their annual Christmas Music Celebration.  On 

SATURDAY  APRIL  6th  2019, again at St Mary’s Church, 7,30pm  the Society will 

present its major Spring Concert, with full professional orchestra musicians and 
soloists, and a wonderful programme of choral works by Handel, Beethoven  and 

Vaughan Williams, and our Summer Concert –full of lighter items, with 

refreshments afterwards –will be WEDNESDAY  JULY 3rd. in the Arts Hall, 

Chepstow Leisure Centre. 
 

Chepstow Choral Society welcomes new members!  The past 2 years have seen 

an increase in membership, including male members, and this is enabling us to 

attempt more programmes that are challenging as well as enjoyable and varied. If 
you would like to come along and sing –you do NOT face an audition and 

rehearsal times are Wednesday evenings, 7.30 – 9.30pm at Chepstow Leisure 

Centre! --please call Marjorie on 01291 623310 for further information about 

singing membership, what is entailed and involved, and about our  future 
programmes.  

 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!  Come along, meet new friends and 

receive a warm welcome – CCS is your local choral Society, please help us to keep 
it thriving and active! Without singers we will not exist! 

 

Marjorie Duerden (Asst Mus. Director, CCS) 



       23 

 

SHIRENEWTON WI 
 
21 HOUSE MOVES IN 24 YEARS 
…was the title of this month’s W.I. talk. Our speaker, Beverley Jones, 
described her hectic life. Having lived in the same house for the first 
14 years of her life, Beverley got itchy feet. She spent the next 24 
years moving jobs and homes between South Wales, London and 
even Milton Keynes and did all of this at an exhausting rate. So 
exhausting that Beverley became ill in her forties. Her ill health 
brought her back home to Monmouthshire where she found a simpler and more 
peaceful life. She also found real romance and has vowed never to move again. So 
this story definitely has a happy ending. Recommended reading, Beverley – The 
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. 
 
Our next meeting is on Thursday 11th October, 7.15 p.m. at Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall. Our speaker will be Annabelle Hancock talking about reflexology.  
Everyone welcome. Please contact Diane Ashton Smith (01291 628838) or Jane 
Butterworth (01291 641704) for further details  

 
 

STARGAZING 
 
The constellation of Cygnus the Swan lies pretty much directly 
above. It is in the shape of a cross – in fact it is sometimes 
called the Northern Cross. According to legend, Jupiter the king 
of the Gods changed himself into a swan when he wanted to 
visit Leda, the wife of the King of Sparta. In memory of the 
episode, he placed a swan in the sky. 
The seven stars of the Plough are to the North and the four stars forming the 
Great Square of Pegasus lie to the South. 
 
Two planets can be seen to the South in the evening sky. Brighter orange-coloured 
Mars is on the left and slightly yellow-coloured Saturn is to the right. On the 14th 
the crescent Moon is close to Saturn, whilst on the 18th the now waxing gibbous 
Moon is near Mars. 
 
Edward Lowe, a Victorian gentleman-scientist lived at Shirenewton Hall from 1880 
until his death in 1900. He has many scientific interests including astronomy. In 
particular he studied the “haloes” that sometimes form around the Moon, and sun-
spots. His memorial plaque in Shirenewton Church records his wide interests – he 
was a Fellow of the Royal Society, the Royal Astronomical Society, the 
Meteorological Society and the Linnaean Society. 
 
The evenings are drawing in, providing glorious views of the night sky at relatively 
social hours. This is particularly true after the clocks go back on 28th October, 
giving extra darkness in the evening. 
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Nerys’s Natty Nosh 

Roast Salmon with Charlotte Potatoes and Balsamic Vinegar 

Serves 4  
 
Ingredients 
400g Salad potatoes (such as Charlotte or 
Maris Piper) 
4 x 6oz fillets of salmon (skin on) 
4 tablespoons Balsamic vinegar 
½ red pepper, sliced 
10g coriander leaves 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
Lettuce leaves 
Mayonnaise to taste 
Salt and Pepper. 
 
Method  
1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/400°F/Gas 

Mark 7.  
2 Place the washed charlotte potatoes into a pan of boiling water. Add a pinch of 
salt and place on the hob on a high heat. Bring to the boil, and then simmer for 10 
minutes.  
3 Place a frying pan on the hob and when hot add 2 tbsp. olive oil, season the 
salmon fillets and seal on the skin side. When coloured, place on an oven tray and 
put in the oven for 10 minutes.  
4 Make the salad.  Put the thinly sliced lettuce leaves and peppers onto individual 
plates.  
5 Drain the potatoes and pan fry in a little olive (or rapeseed) oil to colour and crisp 
edges and leave to one side. Place the salmon in the centre of the plate; arrange 
the potatoes around the edge, drizzle the mayonnaise and Balsamic vinegar. 
Garnish with the coriander. Serve. Enjoy! 
  
Salmon contains a wealth of healthy nutrients, omega 3 fatty acids, vitamins and 
minerals, and is essential to a good and healthy balanced diet. 
Omega 3 fatty acids help to control cholesterol thereby protecting the heart from 
disease. It is good for the brain and nervous system, keeping the memory working 
well. 
Salmon provides low fat protein and contains many antioxidants which helps to 
boost immunity. 
Salmon is packed with vitamin D, also known as the sunshine vitamin, which 
promotes calcium absorption in the gut. It is needed for bone growth. Without 
sufficient vitamin D, bones can become thin and brittle. Vitamin D sufficiency 
prevents rickets in children. Together with calcium, vitamin D helps protect older 
adults from osteoporosis. Vitamin D also has other roles in the body, including cell 
growth, healthy immune system, and reduction of inflammation. 
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For our July meeting we visited Trellech archaeological dig, we were given a tour 
and talk of the site by Stuart Wilson, who is so enthusiastic regarding his work, 
that it is infectious, and everyone agreed that it is such as interesting dig.  He 
showed us some significant finds that had been discovered in this year annual 
summer student dig, many large prices of pottery and some coins.  It is such a 
large site there will be years of interest left for archaeologists/  
 
Please find below the Programme for 2018/2019, I hope there is something of 
interest for everyone. 
 
Programme for 2018/2019 

 
 

Everyone welcome 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  
Registered Charity No. 1090167 

Date Title of talk Speaker 

Tuesday,  30th October 2018 A.G.M. 
‘Mounton House’ 

Chris Dale 

Tuesday, 27th November 2018 ‘Women Remembered’ Sylvia Mason 

Tuesday, 18th  December 2018 Portskewett Church   

Thursday,27th December 2018 Winter Solstice   

Tuesday, 28th January 2019 Recreational Hall Quiz 

Tuesday, 19th February 2019 Annual Dinner   

Tuesday, 26th March 2019 From Workhouse to St Woolos  
Hospital 

Peter Strong 

Sunday, 28th April 2019 Visit to Kilgwrrwg Church Naylor Firth 

Tuesday, 30th April 2019 T.B.D.   
  

Sunday, 26th May 2019 Rogation Sunday St Thomas a Becket 
Church 

Tuesday, 28th May 2019 The Gunter Mansion Gill Wakely 

Tuesday, 25th June 2019 Vedw Garden Anne Wareham 

Tuesday, 30th July 2019 ‘The Chepstow Dambuster’ David Priddis 
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Is your wardrobe full of clothes, yet you feel you have nothing to wear? 
Does shopping leave you overwhelmed and stressed? 

Would you like to learn about your body shape and the best way to dress to flatter it?  
& 

Discover which colours will make you look healthier, happier and younger. 

Brigitte Ward, Personal Stylist is here to help 

 Wardrobe De-Cluttering & Style Consultation 

 Colour Analysis 

 Personal Shopping 

  

  www.brigittewardstyling.co.uk 

  brigitte@brigittewardstyling.co.uk 

  07836 534344 
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We can comfortably seat 30-40 ladies and gentlemen 
Many people come regularly and get to know each other over time. 
We especially welcome those of retired-age who live on their own 

and would appreciate a three-course home cooked meal and 
some company.  Tickets cost £4.50 and can be bought each  

Thursday, from about 10.30am from the Hall.                                                                                  
Everyone is served, table by table, at 12.30pm                                        

(leaving you time for shopping or attending the short service in  
Church). 

Have you heard about the  
          Thursday Chepstow Community Lunches?  

A three course meal is freshly prepared, 
cooked and served by volunteers, at the                    

Methodist Church Hall, Chepstow                                                        
every Thursday at 12.30 during term time. 

Do call at the Hall (Behind M&S and 
the Bus station) one Thursday 

morning, during term time, stay for 
a meal or just have a look! 

You might like to consider using the services of  Monmouthshire’s 
Grass Routes Bus Service to get you there: pick up a form from  the 
library.   Or you could use the Bridges Community Scheme—
contact Faye Mear 07741 572922 . 
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www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk 
 

Poppy Rastall BSc (Hons), MSCh, SRCh, HCPC reg 
Podiatrist / Chiropodist 

 

 Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca treatment, Sports Injury treatment  

Ingrown toenails & Nail Surgery, 
Diabetic foot health checks 

 

Call today for an appointment 

01291 689 917 / 07708092782 
 

We are opening a new clinic in Tintern! 

Stepwise Podiatry, Main Road, Tintern, NP16 6SE 

Home Visits available for house bound patients only 
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Lougher Home Care 

are recruiting in the local area 

Local Company 

Good Rates of Pay 

Previous experience is not essential 

Own transport needed 

Lougher Home Care Ltd 

Tel: 01633 881177 
Email: sadie@lougherhomecare.co.uk 

Lougher Home Care Ltd 
Flat 3, Bell House 
The Square 
Magor, NP26 3HY 

Carers Wanted — Flexible Hours 

Lougher Home Care Ltd 
A Local Company with Experienced Professional Carers 

Company Registration Number: 6494229                  CSSAIW Registered Domiciliary Care 

Phone: 01633 881 177 

Email: ino@lougherhomecare.co.uk 

On Call: 07989 745 458 

Offering help in your own home with  
anything from shopping, personal hygiene  

needs to assistance with medication.  
 

Our friendly, highly  
trained care staff can help you whilst: 

 

Maintaining dignity  

Promoting independence  

Valuing choice 

www.lougher-homecare.co.uk 
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Water Vole Monitoring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as conducting butterfly surveys, Jane and I have been 
monitoring the reintroduction of water voles down on the Magor 
Marshes. It is a sad fact that water voles are an endangered species 
but the Gwent Levels are an ideal habitat for water voles, and over 
the past five years, the Gwent Wild Life Trust has released captive-
bred water voles onto the Marshes. To see how well these colonies 
are establishing themselves, volunteers regularly check specially 
made rafts which float elegantly on the reens. These rafts 
incorporate baskets which have a layer of clay spread over an oasis 
base. Then when little critters trot over the clay, they leave cute 
little footprints and that way we can tell what’s about in general, and 
if water voles are about in particular.  
 
Rather disappointingly the voles haven’t done too well this year, the 
long cold wet winter didn’t do them any favours but nevertheless they 
are around. We know that water voles like apples – eaters not cookers 
and the sign of a munched apple is always good. Jane sticks them on 
spikes on special food rafts. (Just to clear up any ambiguity, it is the 
apples which are rammed onto the spikes)   
 
There are other ways we can tell what’s been about. Here I should 
put in a spoiler alert if you are about to eat, your appetite could be 
spoilt. Jane and I have become pretty expert at identifying poo. We 
get quite excited when we spot vole poo. This is fairly clean and tidy 
stuff and it smells and looks like guinea- pig droppings. We are also 
delighted to spot a regular amount of otter spraint. This tends to be 
full of little fish bones and perhaps a bit of scale and fur. Rat, 
moorhen and duck deposits are not interesting at all.  But last week 
was a first for us when we spotted something different.  We 
collected it up in a test tube and took it to the centre to be 
identified.  And good old Mr Google came up with the answer. Stoat 
do-dos. This is not to be sniffed at. It will destroy your nasal hairs. 
Glynis  



       33 

 

 

Shirenewton Fete 

To advertise in this magazine 

contact 

 

Terry Walters: 01291 641338 

terencewalters@hotmail.com 

 
 

Advertising Rates for  

Commercial organisations 

12 months 10 issues 

Full page £80  

Half Page £40 

Quarter Page £20 

 

Advertising for Local and 

Charity organisations is free. 
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FIRE WOOD 
Split seasoned logs for sale 

Delivered to your door 

Competitive prices 

Call  07887754274 or 01291 641240 
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What are these three distinguished local’s doing?, Full story next month 

“He can’t be 
leaving this 
important  
story until next 
month” 
 
“He is” 
 
“Spoilsport” 
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GRW Services 

 
Doors, Gates, and Railings for Agricultural  

and Ornamental Use 
 

Welding, Fabrication and Repair Work 
On all Farm, Plant Machinery & Commercial Vehicles 

 
Full on site facilities and over 25 years experience 

 

Graham Weavin 
Druid Heath Farm, Earlswood, Chepstow,  

Monmouthshire NP16 6BA 
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Richard Kopp 
PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

01291 641581 

07780 703530 

richardkopp70@hotmail.co.uk 

www.rk-plumbingandheating.co.uk 

 Heating system  
installation & repair 

 Oil & gas boilers 
supply and installation 

 Bathroom &  

cloakroom 

installation 

 Oil & gas appliance 
servicing 

 Gas safety checks 

 Landlord certificates 

 Unvented hot water 
cylinder systems 

supply and installation 
OFTEC 

Registration 
Number: C12741 

GAS SAFE 
Registration 

Number: 512658 

N & D Accountants 
  Bookkeeping   In House if required 

  Payroll   Tailored to your needs 

  VAT    Friendly & Local 

  Self Assessment  Free Consultation & Quote 

  Business Startup  Competitive Pricing 

  Inheritance Tax  HMRC Compliant 

 
01291 635553 

07857 111006 

 
info@ndaccountants.com 

 
Riverside Court, Beaufort Park, Chepstow NP16 5UH 
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WE OFFER COMPETITIVE PRICES ON ANY JOB 

LARGE OR SMALL. OUR SERVICES RANGE 

FROM DRAINAGE, SOAKAWAYS, PONDS, 

DITCHES, FIELDS,HEDGES AND MUCH MORE. 

 

WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF  

CONTRACT HIRE B.L REECE & SONS OFFER  

A FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE SERVICE!    

 JCB 

 5 Ton Dump Trailer 

 Tractor 

 Topper 

 Bush Whacker 

For a quote please call Jimmy >>  B.L.Reece & Sons 
Tyna Rhos 
Usk Road, Shirenewton, 
01291 641272. 07546 394924. 

 

B.L Reece & Sons 

 

Physiotherapy  
& Sports Injury  
Clinic                  
Chepstow 
 
 

 

 muscle, joint & nerve pain 

 sports injuries, strains, sprains 

 postural & work related problems 

 pre/post op rehab 

 ver�go/balance problems 

 acupuncture for pain relief 

 massage/sports massage 
 

 

Susan Coombe MCSP HCPC Reg 
 

07767 848255    
01291 623708 
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DIARY DATES 

Date Event Location 

October Event Location 

1st 

7:30 pm 
Community Council Meeting Recreation Hall 

5th 

10:00 am 
 
Coffee Norning 

Tredegar Arms 

11th 

7:15pm 
Women’s Institute Recreation Hall 

13 & 14th Shirenewton Shamble  

14th 

12:30 
Shirenewton Village Harvest Lunch Earlswood Hall 

14th 

7:30pm 
Harvest Festival Gaerllwyd Baptist Chapel 

15th 

7:30pm 
Harvest Supper Gaerllwyd Baptist Cha 

20th 

10:00 
Village Market Recreation Hall 

November Event Location 

3rd 

10:00am 

 

St Peters Autumn Fayre Earlswood Hall 

5th 

7:15pm 
Community Council Meeting Recreation Hall 

9th & 10th 

7:00pm 
The Good Old Days Earlswood Hall 

10th 

10:00am 
Flowers for the fallen Shirenewton Church 

11th 

12:00 
Remembrance Day Service Shirenewton War Memorial 

14th 

12:00 
Soup Lunch Devauden Village Hall 

17th 

10:30 
Village Market Recreation Hall 
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DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS 
(Cabinets do not require codes, they are  
unlocked although they have a key pad) 

 
Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road) 
 
Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road 
 
Tredegar Arms (Shirenewton village) 

 
(House half way between 
Blethyn Close and the 
School in Mynyddbach) 
Earlswood Hall 
(Earlswood) 

Shirenewton School 
 
 

Readers and Sides Persons  
St Thomas a Beckett Church,  Shirenewton October - December  

Date Sunday Service Readers Sides Persons 

7th October 19th Sunday after Trinity 
James Leney           
Ruth Savagar 

Claire Lewis        
Graham Lambert 

14th October 20th Sunday after Trinity Chris Sturke       
Margaret Sturke 

Chris Sturke      
Margaret Sturke 

21st October 21st Sunday after Trinity 
Bill Clark                  
Janet Horton 

Bill Clark                
Janet Horton 

28th October Bible Sunday 
Jane Smith- Haddon  
Mark Broughton 

Jane Smith- Haddon  
Mark Broughton 

4th November All Saints Day Mark Broughton  
Frances Grey   

Mark Broughton   
Frances Grey   

11th November Remembrance Sunday Various Readers 
Claire Lewis        
Graham Lambert 

18th November Second Sunday Before Advent Chris Sturke        
Margaret Sturke 

Chris Sturke      
Margaret Sturke 

25th November Christ The King 
Bill Clark                   
Janet Horton 

Bill Clark                
anet Horton 

2nd December First Sunday of Advent 
Aileen Doggett         
Diane Marlow 

Aileen Doggett       
Diane Marlow 

9th December Second Sunday of Advent 
Mark Broughton      
Glynis MacDonald 

Mark Broughton     
Glynis MacDonald 

16th December Third Sunday of Advent Cynthia Smith           
Paul Morecombe 

Cynthia Smith          
Paul Morecombe 

23rd December Fourth Sunday of Advent Aileen Doggett     
James Leney 

Aileeen Doggett    
Claire Lewis 

24 & 25th December 
Christmas Day                  
Midnight Mass 11.30 p.m (24th)   
10.30 a.m   Family Service 

T.B.C. 
Claire Lewis        
Graham Lambert 

30th December First Sunday of Christmas Group Service at Mathern 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Terry Walters  
Telephone 01291 641338 or email terencewalters@hotmail.com 
 
Church of St. Thomas à Becket Shirenewton 
Rector    Revd Julian White  01291 622317 
    Jel.white@btinternet.com 
Parish Priest   Revd Nansi Davies CBE  01633 400 519 
Lay Eucharistic Minister Gilly Lambert   01291 641 175 
Parish Visitor Coordinators Revd Nansi Davies CBE  01633 400 519 
    Diane Marlow   01291 641 407 
Church Wardens  Sally Saysell   01291 641 369 
    Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
PCC Secretary  Bill Clark   01291 641 783 
PCC Treasurer  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
PCC Members   Mark Broughton   01291 641 797 
    Charles Eickhoff   01291 641 716 
    Janet Horton   01291 641 783 
    James Leney   01291 641 271 
    Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641 525 
    Frances Gray   01291 622 465 
    Paul Morcombe   01291 641 671 
People’s Warden  Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
    Kevin Bounds   01291 641 648 
Gift Aid Secretary  Ruth Savagar   01291 641 411 
Organists   Karen Millar   01291 650 521 
    Ruth Savagar   01291 641 411 
    James Leney   01291 641 271 
Sunday Club   Lynn Morcombe   01291 641 671 
Tower Captain  Mike Penney   01291 650 653 
Saysell Centre Booking Glynis MacDonald  01291 641 818 
Safeguarding Officer  Lynn Morcombe   01291 641 671 
Church Flowers  Maureen Moody   01291 641 524 
Parish Magazine Editor Terry Walters   01291 641 338 
200 Club   Graham Lambert   01291 641 175 
 
Church of St Tewdrics’s Mathern 
Secretary and Church Warden Monnica Williams   monnica.williams@virgin.net 
 
MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives   
Community Council Clerk Hilary Counsell  01291 421307 shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
Shirenewton Ward:           Bryn Price         01291 641217 brynprice@gmail.com 
 Michelle Davies 01291 641583  michelledavies100@yahoo.co.uk  
Chair Ben Allen          01291 641150 ben@greenpool.org.uk  
 Beverley Moore 01291 641532 mmoorebev@aol.com 
 Philip Butterworth 01291 641704 philip.butterworth2@gmail.com 
 Dr James Grose 01291 641690 J grose@hotmail.com 
 Mrs Jane Smith-Haddon 01291 641525 dolly.shirenewton@gmail.com 
Mynyddbach Ward Louise Brown    07598979719  louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 Vacancy 
Newchurch West  Ian Martin         01291 650014 longmeadow@outlook.com  
Earlswood Ward                Ken Morton       01291 650268 ken.morton@hotmail.com 
 Bryn Price 01291 641217 brynpricecc@gmail.com  
MCC for Shirenewton Louise Brown    07598 97971 
 louisebrownbrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk  
 
Member of Parliament  David Davies     020 7219 8360 daviesd@parliament.uk 
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Police Neighbourhood Watch Contacts 
 
Comm. Police Officer  Louise Thorpe   01633 642068     
     louise.thorpe@gwent.pnn.police.uk 

Shirenewton & Mynyddbach  Beverley Moore    01291 641532 

Earlswood       Sue Leat     01291 641207 
Other Local Organisations 
Beavers      Julie Hitchcock   01291 650548 
Church Fete        
Earlswood Hope     Mrs Sylvia Jeremiah, Mr Raymond Jeremiah 01291 641726 

Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall    
    Glynis MacDonald    01291 641818    
    glynis.macdonald@btinternet.com 

Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel    
    Avril Smith     01291 650733 
Gaerllwyd Baptist     Mrs E Remnant  Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA 

Girl Guides      Helen Cann   01291 650835      cannhelen@gmail.com 
Recreation Association    Gordon Hughes   01291 641356  gordon.hughes3@tesco.net 
Recreation Hall booking Beryl Saysell     01291 641637 

St Peters Church Newchurch    
    Enid Heritage     01291 622708 

Shirenewton Local History Society   

    Dorothy Brabon  01291 641376     brabonnl@hotmail.com 
Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Fields Association Ltd (SAMFAL) 

    Neil Fuller  01291 641324  

Shirenewton & Mynyddbach  Initiative for Local Enterprise (SMILE) 
    Charles Eickhoff   01291 641716    eickhoff@shirenewton.org 
Caerwent Group Mothers Union    

    Rosemary Carey   01291 425010     crcandkili@tiscali.co.uk 
                             Treasurer   Auriol Horton    01291 641844     aur10l@btinternet.com 
Shirenewton Operatic and  Dramatic Society (SODS) 

    Glynis MacDonald    01291 641818     
    glynis.macdonald@btinternet.com 
Shirenewton Play Group    Beverly Lindsay     Shirenewtonplaygroup@gmail.com 

Shirenewton Primary School  
    Mrs Jill Mitchell, Associate Head Teacher 01291 641774 
    email jillianmitchell@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

    Jayne Edwards   01291 641774   
    jayneedwards@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
Shirenewton Tennis Association    

    P Brabon   01291 641376     brabonnl@hotmail.com 
Shirenewton Toddler Group Jude Langdon   07981 368213 
    Paula Rimmer   rimmerpaula@mac.com 

Fairtrade/Traidcraft    Marion McAdam    01291 641316 
Womens Institute (WI)   Diane Ashton Smith (President) 01291 628838 
    Jane Butterworth (Secretary)    01291 641704. 
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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas á Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Terry Walters 01291 641338 email: terencewalters@hotmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is £1 per issue/10 issues for £10. Copies are delivered free by local 

distributors to those who have pre-paid. Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

To order your regular copy, contact Bob O’Keefe 01291 641686 

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 

Full page 12 months 10 issues £80  

Half Page 12 months 10 issues £40 

Quarter Page 12 months 10 issues £20 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 

 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology permitting.   

The views expressed are those of the contributor. 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached to an email. 

Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG attached to an email 

 

Deadline for November 2018 issue is 9:00 am 22nd October 2018 

 All aspects of Tree Surgery 
& Tree Felling Undertaken 

 
 Hedge Trimming & 

Reductions 
 
 Stump Grinding 

 Grounds Maintenance & 
Mowing 

 
 Lawn Mower Servicing 

Call Steve to discuss your requirements on: 

Tel:  01291 650628  Mobile: 07815 791777 
Email:  greengrafter@btinternet.com 

Web:  www.greengrafter.com 

GREEN GRAFTER 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

Est. 1999 

Fully trained, Insured and NPTC Certified 


