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FROM THE VICARAGE 

 

Julian E Ll White 
 
 

Dear People of the Parish, 
 

As mentioned previously, you will soon be addressed as Dear People 
of the Ministry Area as the amalgamation of ourselves, Chepstow 
Parish and the St. Arvans group is at hand. 
 

Come November 27th it is anticipated that we shall become the 
Severn-Wye Ministry Area. 
 

Just recently I hosted a meeting of the clergy designated to serve in 
this new formation ï Revd. Philip Averay, Revd. John Waters, Revd. 
Michael Gollop and myself ï in the sun-drenched garden of Mathern 
Vicarage. Revd. Philip Averay dispatched the invitations to attend. 
 

Coffee and strawberries were served (sadly, it was thought that the 
timing was a little too early to imbibe anything stronger) and it could 
be assumed that a Barchester Chronicles atmosphere pervaded. Dis-
appointingly, it did not. 
 

Frequency of Sunday services in the proposed grouping were dis-
cussed as were occasional services such as those associated with 
Easter and Christmas, for example. I understand that the various 
ministers within the present parishes could be scheduled to officiate 
around the new Ministry Area when it is established. 
 

I further understand that the proposal is to use the same  lectionary  
throughout the Ministry Area, which ï on a personal note ï I find 
rather sad as I enjoy the challenge of basing the sermon, delivered 
on a regular Sunday occasion, drawing upon diverse scriptural 
readings currently in use. 
 

Anyway, more information will seep through to you in due course 
and we eagerly await the new opportunities proffered. 
 

A substantial number of mourners attended the funeral of Sylvia 
Cullimore at Shirenewton Church on 13th June. Sylvia was a 
respected member of Earlswood Methodist Church and their 
minister, Andrew Webster, shared the service with me prior to her 
internment in the churchyard where her husband lies at rest. 
 

A warm welcome is extended to John Montague as he joins us as 
Parochial Church Council Secretary. He undertakes this significant 
position as the parish will soon move into a new era as part of the 
newly created Area Ministry with a variety of changes to be 
considered. We wish him every success in this post as he represents, 
in no small part, this church in their deliberations. 
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At the time of composing this article, Shirenewton Church has just 
held their annual Fayre after two years of 'lock-down'. A report will 
feature elsewhere in this magazine which I look forward to reading 
as I was occupied in Mathern officiating at a marriage service at the 
same time. 
 

It is good to hear that Church life, God willing, is now returning to 
normal following the difficulties of the past couple of years. Many of 
you, I know, have planned a holiday ï home or abroad ï during 
July or August, and I wish you relaxation and refreshment over this 
period. 
 
With all good wishes and every blessing. 
 

Julian White (Rector) 
 
 
 
 
COSTS OF THE MAGAZINE 
  
Over the last few years, we have endeavoured to keep a lid on 
subscription and advertising rates for the magazine.  However, in 
the current higher inflationary environment, printing costs have 
increased by about 15% since last year and some printing stocks 
have increased three-fold.  As a result of this we will need to 
increase the subscription rate next year, probably to Ã15 (or more, 
depending on economic conditions).  Advertising costs need to 
increase immediately, so as advertisers renew their arrangements 
their fees will increase to Ã100 a page (Ã50 a half page, Ã25 a 
quarter page).  Free advertising will continue for charities and local 
organisations, but they may have to settle for black and white 
advertisements which will reduce costs of printing.  To date we 
have been fortunate in being able to print whatever we receive, but 
it may be necessary in future to limit the page count which will 
mean that we would ask contributors to limit their articles to a set 
number of pages.  We thank you for your understanding and 
support in these challenging times. 
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NEW LANDLORD AT THE TA é 
 

Matthew Dawkins (Matt) is the new landlord at the Tredegar 
Arms.  He comes to Shirenewton after nine years at the 
Castle Inn, Usk, and before that he was head chef at the Star 
at Llansoy.   Google ñMatthew Dawkins chefò for his CVðhe 
has won awards for his food.  The TA opens on Friday 24th 
June.   
 

 
é AND AT THE CARPENTERS ARMS ... 
 
Following Colinôs retirement, Angie has taken over The 
Carpenters Arms and re-opened the pub on Friday 10th June 
providing a bar service only.   
 

 
é AND AT THE HUNTSMAN 
 

Many thanks to Phil who has supported the local area 
throughout the pandemic and lockdowns, and continues to 
provide support with the beer garden and tin shed bar at The 
Huntsman. 
 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE PUBS! 

VILLAGE PUBS UPDATE 
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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Includes updates from the May and June Community 
Council Meetings  

  

Following the election process the Councillors for Shire-
newton Community Council are confirmed as follows: 
 

Philip Butterworth (Re-elected as Chair in the annual 
meeting on 23 May 2022) 
Keith Dunn (Elected as Vice Chair in the annual meeting on 
23 May 2022) 
Ian Martin 
Andy Williamson 
Elizabeth Wixcey 
 

The two remaining Councillor vacancies were advertised 
with a deadline for applications of 21st June 2022.   
 

Suzi Squires and Nick Vincent addressed the Council on 23 
May 2022 
 

Suzi Squires and Nick Vincent addressed the Community Council 
and requested that the Council note and minute the accident and 
fatality on the B4325 on the 8 May and the actions of the 
community. In particular, acknowledging the role local residents 
played in helping the victims prior to the arrival of emergency 
services arriving at the scene and beyond.  Suzi and Nick shared 
theirs and local resident concerns about the safety of the road and 
feedback/questions from drivers/bikers about what can be done to 
improve safety.  
 

The Council offered thanks to Suzi and Nick for their campaigning 
to raise awareness of safety issues to date and offered to write to 
local residents to thank them for their actions and public service if 
their contact details could be shared.  The Council advised that 
they are committed to their role as part of a team of people to 
improve road safety and cited a recent meeting feeding into new 
road sign installation and a forthcoming meeting with Gwent police.  
The Council advised that they have been petitioning MCC for the 
20mph speed restrictions to be implemented as soon as possible 
and responded to the suggestion that the fete on the 18th June 
raised an opportunity to raise awareness, advising that school 
children will be present and giving out ñ20 is plentyò stickers.  The 
matter of Weyloed Lane being used as a short cut off the B4325 to 
the school in the mornings by parents and the speed of cars was 
also raised by Suzi and Nick. They requested that the SCC use their 
links with the school to re-enforce the message and keep the pres-
sure on.  The Council advised that information would be included in 
packs for new parents in September to raise awareness of this  
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issue and that new speed signage will be going in imminently. 
 

The Council re-stated that they would continue to work with Mon-
mouthshire County Council, Gwent Police and the School to do 
everything that could be done to improve road safety. 
 
Planning Applications Considered in May  
DM/2022/00089 Azalea Cottage, Old School Hill, 
Mynyddbach 
Erection of a new detached dwelling. 
 

DM/2022/00494 Azalea Cottage, Old School Hill, 
Mynyddbach 
New dwelling. 
Recommendation: SCC objects to the current applications in the 
following respects and supports our County Councillor's request 
that these two applications be considered together. 
 

One half of the joint access and of the visibility splay lie within plot 
1 and the other half of the access and visibility splay in plot 
2.  Inevitably one of the plot developments will be built before the 
other and possibly the development of one or other plot will be 
delayed for want of finance, or design changes or not proceeded 
with at all, meaning that the shared access may never be fully 
available nor would there be a safe exit onto the highway as only 
one half of the visibility splay would have been completed. The 
road onto which the plots front is School Hill and is the main route 
for our primary school children to reach the school. The road is 
very narrow where the plots are, so the ability to turn to exit 
forward from the plots and to have a clear view along the road are 
essential.  
 

We would ask, if MCC were minded to grant consent, that High-
way's proposed conditions also provide (subject to the comment 
below) that neither dwelling shall be occupied until both halves of 
the shared access and both halves of the visibility splay have been 
formed. 
 

We note there is no Construction Method Statement for either 
plot. Given that the road is narrow and there is no off-road 
parking other than the plots themselves which shelve steeply 
down from the road, any machinery or materials delivery should 
take place off the road. This means that the shared access should 
be formed before any other construction or delivery of supplies 
takes place and that the visibility splay be laid out so that those 
lorries can offload on site and exit forwards. Also, there should be 
restrictions on deliveries so that they fall outside the beginning 
and end of the school day. In order to minimise disturbance to our 
residents no work should take place outside normal working week  
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hours and not at weekends or on bank and public holidays. 
The amended details submitted by the applicants do not meet our 
previous comments and objections (save as to the cladding on plot 
2) which we reiterate: 
 

   - evidence of reciprocal rights for a shared drive 
   - exclusion of the general planning order  
   - clarity for the colouring of the external timber cladding  
   - clarity for the status of the s106 Agreement and contribution to 
affordable housing  

   - the obtaining of an ecology report detailing mitigation  
- a design statement demonstrating how the house makes a 
  positive contribution to the creation of distinctive communities, 
places and spaces and responds to the context and character of 
the area.  

- proposals for the repair and restitution of the roadside hedging 
and stone wall.  

 

Jubilee Celebrations 
 

On behalf of Shirenewton Community Council, thank you to all of 
the Community who supported the Beacon Lighting to Celebrate 
the Platinum Jubilee.  A special thank you to the WI for kindly 
serving refreshments and the TA for providing glassware, to Huw 
Adams for lighting the beacon and Chris Jones for being on stand-
by with medical support.  In the Community Council meeting on 
the 6th June, the Chair offered his thanks to everyone for the event 
and noted the feedback received by the Community that it was 
nice that the event was marked. 

20mph Speed Restriction Implementation 
 

Councillors have been liaising with key stakeholders in the imple-
mentation of the 20mph restrictions and have noted in the May 
and June Community Council meetings positive and negative 
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community feedback, in particular the need for the new speed 
limits to be enforced. Some of the issues raised by Councillors fell 
outside MCC plans and it was agreed that SCC would put these 
issues in writing to the relevant parties.     
 

These issues included: enforcement of hedge cutting where road 
signs are covered by vegetation, road surface marking e.g. give 
way, slow etc, new poles for signage. bilingual signs and replace-
ment of very old signage.  

New Noticeboard for Earlswood  
The Council approved the purchase of a new noticeboard for 
Earlswood from Earth Anchors on the 30th May 2022 and is due to 
be dispatched in approximately 5-6 weeks. 
 

Recreation Field proposals ï public meeting scheduled for 
21st July 7pm at the Recreation Hall  
Councillor Andy Williamson and fellow councillors will be available 
for residents to view the proposed plans, ask questions and give 
any suggestions/ideas. 
 

Shirenewton Post Office 
The Clerk requested further information and on 31 May were 
advised that: 
ñWe have started discussions with Morrisons to learn more about 
their plans for the McCollôs estate, including the existing Post 
Offices within that estate. Post Offices that are located within 
What were previously McCollôs owned stores, such as Caldicot, 
continue to operate as normal. However, as you will appreciate 
weôre not in a position to make any changes to the current 
provision whilst these discussions continue. I can reassure you that 
once we have a clearer understanding of the future provision of 
services at these sites, we will review service provision in the area  
again.ò 
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County Councillor Report from May  
County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

Election on the 5th of May 2022 

¶ Thank you to the residents for their support in re-electing me 
as a County Councillor for Shirenewton Ward and putting their 
trust in me.  I will continue to work with the community council to 
represent residents in the Shirenewton Ward. 

¶ There are now 46 County Councillors in Monmouthshire County 
Council (MCC). The County Councillors in the political parties be-
cause of the election in May 2022 are now 22 Labour, 18 Con-
servative, 5 Independent and 1 Green. 
 

As the largest party, there is now a Labour Leader and Cabinet 
Members for MCC, prior to the election the Leader for MCC was 
conservative. 
 

County Council 
The current time at the County Council is being spent on induction 
and training sessions for the newly elected or re-elected councillors 
and sorting out appointments to the various MCC committees. 
 

County Councillor Report from June 
County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

TrainingðNew and Existing County Councillors are still undergoing 
training for the various council committees. 
 

Road SafetyðLouise pushed for a multi-agency Teamôs meeting 
which took place on the 25th of May with Gwent police and MCC 
Highways attended by Cllr Keith Dunn, Vice Chairman of the com-
munity council and a representative from Go Safe. Various actions 
were agreed in principle to try to improve road safety on the 
B4235 following the recent fatality and other ways of raising road 
safety concerns at events such as the village fete were discussed 
(subject to the approval of the fete organisers and availability of 
the agencies).  A follow-up meeting has been agreed for the end of 
June to discuss how far there has been any practical progress on 
the implementation of these actions. 
 

Dates of next meetings - Monday 4th July 2022 and Mon-
day 8th August 2022 both at 7.00 pm, by public meeting in 
Shirenewton Recreation Hall.  Find more information in a 
draft copy of minutes on the Community Council notice 
boards. Previous, approved minutes of meetings can be 
found on the Councilôs website www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
Contact the Clerk to the Community Council -  
Mrs Natasha Jones    Tel: 01291 650133 
E-mail: Shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:Shirenewton@gmail.com
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Gardening Corner 
 

I had a feeling at the start of the growing year that this season was going 
to be difficult. The mild Winter suggested that many of the usual pests 
would have survived unchecked. As things started to warm up, the first 
queen wasps started to appear, first the odd one or two, but this gave 
way to a sudden rise and they seemed to be everywhere. Then we had 
three nights of frost out of the blue, and the numbers seen afterwards 
seemed to dwindle. Wasp nests in their early days are a big boon to 
gardeners, as the nest expands and the numbers of grubs inside 
increases, they are fed with thousands of insects, especially small cater-
pillars. For a bee keeper they are not such good news as the workers, 
once they have finished their job of raising enough workers, and then 
eventually new queens for the following year, no longer have work on 
their minds and their diet turns to sweet sugary things ï hence them 
appearing, seemingly from nowhere, as soon as you sit down with a 
picnic, or a glass of ópopô. At this stage they start to attack the bee hives 
and raid them of their honey. If numbers are high, they can eventually 
over-whelm the bees and can destroy the hive. One particularly bad year, 
some years ago now, I lost all 11 of my hives, as I tried everything I 
could to help the bees to fight off the wasps, but numbers of wasp nests 
in the same locality were just too high. I was fearing the same thing this 
year, especially as I have lost a lot of my hives (more of that later) in 
recent months, so Iôm keeping my fingers crossed, that those late frosts 
did me a good turn. Unfortunately, they also did a huge amount of dam-
age with the top fruit in our orchard. The trees had been in blossom for a 
week or more and the bees were doing a good job. I thought that we 
were in for a bumper crop, but sadly the frost ended all hopes of this. 
Some trees are now completely fruitless, whilst others might, quite 
literally, have a dozen or so fruits left on the branches. No doubt these 
will be completely battered by the squirrels and jays long before they are 
any use for picking. The only ones that have survived in what I call 
decent numbers are the cooking apples.  
 

In the vegetable garden things have been going a little bit better, 
although lack of rain was starting to have a severe impact. As I write this, 
we have just had the first, what I would call óproper rainô since April. I 
just hope that it has been enough to actually do some good. We had 
been watering as much as we could just to keep plants alive, but things 
werenôt thriving as they should. I try to resist watering, if at all possible, 
not just because of the cost, but also, Iôm convinced that it isnôt the same 
as rain! Sounds ridiculous, but that is just my impression, the ground 
tends to go hard and crusty on the top when watering with a hose, and it 
is then more difficult to get water in, yet the weeds still thrive!  
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But apart from not appearing to grow well, generally things havenôt been 
too bad in the vegetable department, although it has been an ongoing 
battle to protest everything against the slugs and snails, which obviously 
did enjoy the mild winter, as populations have definitely exploded. We are 
just about to pick our first tomato and small cucumber in the big tunnel, 
but have been picking lettuce and spring onions since the end of April. Our 
winter vegetables in the ground continued to provide until the middle of 
May, and for the first time ever, we were still eating stored potatoes, 
onions and shallots. We are now digging new potatoes in the large green-
house, which with mint from the garden are sublime. There were literally, 
just two weeks when we needed to buy a few tatties to keep us going. 
The first calabrese and cauliflowers are now heading up, and we have 
been enjoying our own stir fries with fresh mangetout peas, cabbage 
leaves and courgettes, combined with some of last yearôs sweet peppers 
from the freezer and the last of the shallots. The main seed sowing is over 
for this year, but not ended. We will continue to sow small numbers of 
beans, mostly runners and French (climbing and dwarf), as these will fill 
gaps in the garden and continue to provide beans later on in the season. 
Although the main winter ógreensô are in the ground already, there is still 
time to sow them, or to buy the plants, if you havenôt got this far yet, but 
they really need to be in the ground in the next week or two in order to 
mature in time for the colder weather. I will shortly be sowing more cauli-
flowers, cabbage and calabrese but these will be destined for planting in 
the large tunnel, so will get protection, and will also grow much faster. 
Currently the tunnel is full, but you might remember that we planted all of 
our ónormalô garlic, the elephant garlic and about half of our shallots and 
onions along one side of the tunnel, which is some 18 metres long, by just 
under two metres wide. These crops are now fast maturing, and will prob-
ably be removed in about three weeks-time. By which time the replace-
ment crops will be about ready to go in.  
 

These will be raised in the small greenhouse, which we use for propagat-
ing, and when these are removed for planting, the staging will be empty ï 
just in time to lay all of the onions and garlic out for ripening off. 
We have grown a lot more in the way of flowers for cutting this year, as 
the assistant head gardener is trying to sell more home grown cut flowers 
to help keep the garden self-sufficient. The cost of seeds, but especially 
ósundry itemsô such as bamboos, string, compost and fertilisers has gone 
through the roof this year as has everything else. Ultimately, this makes 
the results of ógrowing your ownô even more rewarding, as the weekly 
costs of the food shopping are reaching excessive levels. If some of this 
hike in prices actually reached the grower I wouldnôt worry quite so much, 
but if petrol and diesel prices are anything to go by, I canôt help but think 
that there are a lot of the ómiddle menô seizing the opportunity to secure 
huge profits on the back of the public. I have to admit that I have grown 
more flowers than we probably need, but at present, any gap that results 
from the removal of weeds, is quickly filled with a suitable young flower 
plant! Although I say so myself, the flower beds are starting to look  
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 fantastic, as the summer flowers are beginning to make an impact. 
Although our roses are a permanent feature in the beds, they seem 
to be full of flowers this year and the overall scent in the garden is 
sublime ï especially alongside the sweet peas. I note that I need to 
get the sprayer out though as the inevitable black spot has crept in 
unnoticed.  
 

I havenôt mentioned the bees for some months. In truth, these have 
been a major problem since last Autumn and I had almost reached 
the point of despair and seriously consider óthrowing the towel inô. 
From 17 hives the numbers started to reduce as hives died out, one 
by one. I suspected disease at first, as European Foul Brood was in 
the area, and other keepers were being badly impacted. This disease 
infects the whole hive and the grubs become infected and die. Unlike 
American Foul Brood (which requires the destruction of the whole 
hive through incineration ï bees as well as the hive itself), the 
European version can be combatted by shaking the bees off the 
existing frames and transferring them into a new clean hive with all 
new frames and foundation wax. The bees can then carry on. 
However, there was no clear evidence of any infection, but there was 
a lot of órobbingô going on. This is where the larger more successful 
hives decide to start stealing the honey from those hives that are not 
so strong. I donôt think anyone knows what really triggers this 
behaviour, but no matter what I did to try and stop it, it continued 
unabated. Hives ended up empty, where either the bees under attack 
died, or just cleared off to somewhere else ï probably to only perish 
anyway. There were never any hives with more than a few dead 
bees in, which suggests that they may have cleared off. With some, 
it appeared that the queen had just died and the hive was unable to 
grow a replacement. To end with I went into Winter with just five 
hives remaining, and I vowed that if these were lost because of a 
bad Winter, I would just give up. Not an easy decision after over 30 
years of beekeeping. Spring came along and all five hives came 
through Winter. Two of these were very big, and I knew that these 
were likely to swarm, so I had everything ready just in case. Every 
warm, sunny day I would check on the bees each afternoon to see if 
a swarm was out. They usually just land in one of the fruits trees 
that surround the hives. One day, a large swarm was out, so I shot 
back home got all of the gear I needed and drove back up to the 
field ready to collect the swarm ï only to find that they had already 
gone. This was not how it was meant to be! I kept monitoring for 
further swarms until eventually another, smaller swarm was noted 
and this time, successfully gathered in. It was an easy one to collect 
on a low branch, and it was a case of delicately cutting the branch  



       17 

 

 

off, and carrying it over to a hive which was ready and waiting. After sev-
eral weeks I discovered that this swarm had no active queen. To make it 
worse the hive which I thought they had left, also had no active queen 
laying. I couldnôt believe it! What I tried to do will have to wait until next 
month! Happy gardening until next month. 
 
Steve and Felicity Hunt. 
 
 
 



 
      18 

 
 

 

 



       19 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in June: 

 1. Angharad Thomas  2. Mike Penney 
 
 3. Lisa Valiant   4. Cheryl Lloyd 
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Our May meeting was a great success, the speaker for the evening 
was John Burrows, who gave an excellent talk entitled óChepstow 
Castle and the greatest knight William Marshallô.  It was very local 
history, but of the greatest relevance to our countryôs history. 
 
The June meeting will take place on Tuesday, 28th June, the venue 
will be the Church Room and the title of the talk will be óOur Coast-
guardsô, given by the Chepstow Station Officer, Richard Hoyle.  
 
Our members are looking forward to our visit to the Nantgarw 
China Works and the National Collection on Tuesday, 26th July. We 
will visit the china works in the morning and then in the afternoon 
on to the National Collection.  The National Collection houses arte-
facts that are not on display at the National Museum of Wales and 
are stored in a large warehouse, it is not usually open to the public, 
so who knows what we will find there.  
 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  

 

Shirenewton   Local  

History Society.  

 

Walks in and 

around Shirenewton  

 

£3.00 Contact 

641376  
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PLATINUM JUBILEE STREET PARTY AT EARLSWOOD HALL 
 

The Queen has reigned for 70 years 
Letôs drink some wine, or maybe beers 
A street party ï now that sounds fun 
Weôll open the hall to everyone 

Weôll put up bunting and the odd balloon 
And kick it off on the stroke of noon 
Pimms on arrival ï the perfect start 
Smiling faces that warm the heart 

Neighbours together, the first time in ages 
Having fun, release from their cages 
New friends and old, and a royal guest 
Not sure which bit I enjoyed the best 

Oh, and what about the fabulous spread 
Happy tummies, everyone fed 

It could have gone on all afternoon 
Tell you what ï letôs do it again soon 

 

ééééwatch this space! 
 

(see Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall 
Facebook page for more Photos) 

 

On Friday  3rd June the residents of Earlswood came together to celebrate 
the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. As Earlswood is 
such a dispersed community, it was great to see so many people getting 
together and catching up. We were also privileged to have a visit from 
óthe queenô herself, along with her very handsome Equerry.    
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Many thanks to Earlswood Hall Committee for the splendid Buffett and 
welcome on Saturday 4th of June at the hall for us all in celebration of the 
Queens Jubilee.  Minetta & Derek Morris 
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SHIRENEWTON W.I. ï MAY MEETING 
 

The ladies of Shirenewton WI were entertained by our guest 
speaker Mr Les Ashton-Smith this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He had prepared a talk especially for the evening having been 
asked, by the president (Diane Ashton-Smith), to speak about 
a pioneering woman! 
 

He cleverly combined his interest in science with his hobby of 
philately and gave a fascinating presentation about Marie 
Curie.  
 

We learnt about her early life in Poland, the struggles she had 
to overcome in Paris and her steely determination which led 
to her pioneering research on radioactivity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using some images from his personal stamp collection com-
bined with photographs and pictures of Marie, Les demon-
strated his knowledge and passion for the subject and we 
were thoroughly entertained and inspired by information 
about this first woman Nobel Prize winner. 
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SHIRENEWTON W.I.ðJUNE MEETING 
 

 
 
June has been a very busy month for the W.I. Firstly, 
members rallied round to serve glasses of prosecco and 
nibbles to the crowds of villagers who came to watch the 
lighting of the beacon on 2nd June at Shirenewton Recreation 
Ground to celebrate the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee.  
 

Shirenewton Fete on Saturday 18th June was the next event 
where the W.Iôs hospitality was much appreciated. It was a 
hectic afternoon as we served approximately 
170 cream teas /tea and cake to people who 
were glad of a warm welcome away from the 
rain and windy weather.   
 

After all of this hard work, it seemed only right 
that our members have some rest and relaxa-
tion on our Summer Outing. This year we had a 
meal out together at Una Vita in Chepstow, 
followed by a wonderful musical evening, listening to 
Chepstow Male Voice Choir rehearse at St Maryôs Church for 
their upcoming concert on Saturday 25th June. The 
programme for the rehearsal was very varied and included 
traditional songs and hymns, songs from the Musicals and 
Eric Clapton. We finished with audience participation of a 
Ukrainian folk song. We are so lucky to have such a talented 
local choir.  
 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 14th July at 7.15 p.m. 
at Shirenewton Recreation Hall, when Naylor Firth will be 
talking to us about World Scenery and Geography. If you 
would like to join us, then please contact Jane Butterworth at 
janeb247@gmail.com or Diane Ashton Smith (01291 628838) 
 

Jackie Broughton                          
 

mailto:janeb247@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Fri 24th June   Tredegar Arms plans to re-open 
 

Mon 27th June   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.     St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Thurs 28th June   Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.    Church HallðòCoastguardsò by 
     Station Officer Richard Hoyle 
 

Sat 2nd July   Gig In The Garden, The Chantry 
2.00 p.m.    St Woolas Symphonia and  
     Something Sultry   
 

Thurs 4th July   W.I. talk by Naylor FirthðWorld 
7.15 p.m.    Scenery and Geography, 
     Recreation Hall 
 

Sat 9th July   Chepstow Choral Society concert 
7.30 p.m.    St Maryôs Priory Church 
     ñBest of Britishò 
 

Mon 11th July   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.     St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Mon 25th July   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.     St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Tues 26th July   Shirenewton Local History Society 
10.30 a.m./2 p.m.  Nantgarw China Works/National 
     Collection (booking required) 
 

Mon 8th August   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.     St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Mon 22nd August  Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.     St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Sat 13th August   Chepstow Agricultural Show, 
     Chepstow Race Course 
 

Sun 27th November  Severn-Wye Ministry Area forms 
 

Please let the editor know about any events you are aware of 
that may be of interest to the readers of this magazine 
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SHIRENEWTON FETE 
 

With grey skies and thunderous clouds and the occasional squall of rain 
the prospects for Shirenewtonôs fete on Saturday 18th June did not look 
promising.  Undaunted, the Carnival King and Queen (complete with body-
guard in a snazzy red jacket and military beret) set off with the parade for 
the Recreation field.  Jack Tottem, the cox of the Oxford boat rowing eight 
that won this yearôs boat race (a former pupil at Shirenewton School and 
Monmouth School, who grew up in Devauden) opened the fete.  More 
important, the weather did not deter people from coming to the fete and 
listening to half of the Chepstow School Quartet (reduced by illness) and 
Far Out Mate (featuring our own Garry Davies).  There was food (burgers 
and ice cream), drink (beer bar, Pimms, Mocktails, WI teas), bouncy 
castle, bottle stall, cake stall, plant stall, coconut shy, skittles, book stall 
and toy stall.  First aid, the coast guard and Gwent police were on hand 
and there was welly-wanging and axe throwing, Amazing Alpacas, Water 
Tattoos, Teddy tombola, Lucky Dip, Mystery Bags, Tuck Shop and a cup-
cake competition.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Four Janes and a Pimms 
 

Other stalls included Shirenewton local History Society, the U3A Art Group, 
Fair Trade, Honey Stall, Class Enterprises, Gwent Wildlife, Chepstow Lions 
and Parents stalls.  The ever-popular dog show attracted lots of dog-
owners.  There were wonderful raffle prizes for the grand draw, generous-
ly donated by individuals and local businesses. Wifi on the field was pro-
vided by Countryside Connections so stall holders were able to use card 
readers for the first time at the fete, which was useful for people who had 
got out of the habit of carrying cash.  
 
This was Shirenewtonôs first fete since 2019, so it was great to see so 
many people turn out for it.  And in the end the weather, on the whole 
wasnôt too bad.   
 

There are three pages of photographs of the fete on pages 26-28 
(with thanks to Terry Walters) 
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