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SHIRENEWTON  CHURCH 
 Julian E Ll White 

 
A little piece of history will be made later this month. 
 

Shirenewton will become part of the Severn Wye Ministry Area. 
 

This will be marked, in common with churches in the Chepstow and 
St. Arvans groups, by a special service in Chepstow Priory Church 
on 27th November at 4pm. The Inauguration Service will be held, at 
which Bishop Cherry will formally commission the Ministry Area. 
 

Please note: This will be the only service in the Ministry Area 
churches that day. 
 

Please do feel free to attend this significant event. We are reminded 
that this is an important and historic occasion signalling a new era 
in the life of all our churches and congregations. 
 

If that is not enough excitement for you, there is more to follow! In 
line with the Constitution of the Church in Wales, the first Annual 
Vestry Meeting must be held within eight days. So, this will take 
place on Wednesday, November 30th at 7pm in the Saysell Centre. 
At the AVM we will seek to elect: a Lay Co-chair of the Council; a 
People's Warden; a Secretary and a Treasurer. 
 

The above are designated roles for the Severn Wye Ministry Area. 
 

If anyone from our church would be willing and able to take on one 
of these roles, please contact me for nomination forms. 
 

It is at times like this that we are reminded of the significant contri-
bution made by the (unpaid) members of the laity towards the 
functioning of the Church. Often this involves tedious and dry  
considerations but, more often than not, effort is unstintingly given 
in order to present a Church that is fit for purpose. Sincere thanks 
to you all. 
 

On another matter, it is good to report that a Safeguarding Session 
was held recently in Mathern church with the diocesan approved 
officer chairing the meeting. Representatives from Mathern, 
Mounton, St. Pierre and Chepstow were present. Those who  
attended received, shortly afterwards, a certificate issued by the 
Church in Wales to confirm that they had duly completed an Under-
standing Safeguarding in the Church course. 
 

A word or two of appreciation to Hazel Thorpe and Paula Rimmer 
for organizing the ShAMBLE event at the weekend and to Jane 
Smith-Haddon for organizing the event in the church.  The Art Club 
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were asked to display various works in the porch and this was en-
joyed by a good number of community residents.   
 

As we enter a new era in the life of our local church I hope that 
newfound confidence becomes apparent and that growth of  
membership results. 
 
With every good wish and blessing. 
 
Julian White 
(Rector) 
 
 

FOR THE REGISTERS 
 
Jack Reid and Anna Broughton were married on 1st October. The 
Reverend Julian White officiated.  
 

FOOD BANK 
 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to remind 
everyone in the Parish that they operate a food bank from the 
Church.  
 

Donations can be left in the Church when it is open, or in the porch 
when it is locked.  This important facility is a lifesaver for those 
who depend on it, so please give generously. 

 

To advertise in this magazine contact 

Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 
 

12 months 10 issues 

Full page Ã100  

Half Page Ã50 

Quarter Page Ã25 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 
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The Severn Wye Ministry Area 
 

Inauguration  Service 

 

led by the Right Reverend Cherry Vann 
 

Bishop of Monmouth 
  

at St Maryôs Priory Church,  Chepstow 
 

 on Sunday 27 November at 4pm 
 

All are welcome! 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in October: 

 1. Brian Harper   2. Beth Baker 
 
 3. Rebecca Halliday   4. Susan Williams 
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SHIRENEWTON W.I.ðORIGAMI MEETING 
 
We were delighted to welcome some new faces to our October 
Open Evening, which was spent trying out Origami, the Japanese 
art of paper folding.  
 

The Origami activity was gallantly led by our fellow member, Angela 
Gray. Her skill and patience came to the fore that evening as I, for 
one, discovered that origami does not come naturally to someone 
who has difficulty telling her right from her left. Fortunately many of 
our members are a lot more talented in craft than me, and it 
proved to be a very sociable meeting, with lots of laughs. We 
learned a new skill and I think that we were all thrilled to take 
home our origami cranes at the end of the evening.  
 

 
 

Our November meeting is on Thursday 10th November, 7.15pm at 
Shirenewton Recreation Hall, when we will be having a go at Line 
Dancing, so bring along your dancing shoes. Although our October 
meeting was called an Open Meeting, visitors or potential new 
members are, of course, always very welcome at any of our  
meetings.  
 

Please contact Jane Butterworth at janeb247@gmail.com or Diane 
Ashton Smith (01291 628838) for more details.  
                                                  Jackie Broughton 

mailto:janeb247@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Please note that all Church services start at 10 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings in the church of St Thomas ¨ Becket, Shirenewton.  
Times may vary for the periods over Easter, Christmas and New 
Year, but they will be reported in this magazine. 
 

CHURCH SERVICES ON ZOOM 
 

Some services will be available to join via Zoom, if you cannot 
attend in person.  Please contact Gilly Lambert (see contact list)  if 
you would like to be included on the distribution for Zoom service 
invitations.  
 

COST OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

At a recent PCC meeting it was agreed that we will need to  
increase the annual subscription for the parish magazine from Ã12 
to Ã14 in 2023.   
 

The reason for this is that the various costs incurred in producing 
the magazine have increased.  This increase in the annual  
subscription for the magazine is in line with that, so that we  
continue to cover our costs. 
 

CLOVELLY MAGAZINE 
 

Apologies to anyone who received a copy of Clovelly parish  
magazine within the covers of Shirenewton magazine last month.  
It is thought that this was due to a compilation error at the  
printers.   
 
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL (SCC) GRANTS TO 

THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC) 
 

The PCC is delighted to report that Shirenewton Community Council 
(SCC) approved the following grants at their meeting on Monday 
8th August 202:  
 

Ã500 contribution to the Parish Magazine printing costs 
 

Ã800 contribution to grass cutting and maintenance of the  
churchyard and grounds 
 

Ã80 contribution to the Christmas Event 
 

 The PCC is very grateful to the SCC for these grants. 
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Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Includes updates from the October Community Council 
Meeting  

  

Planning Application Considered in October 
 

Tyr Ywen, Weyloed Lane, Mynyddbach 
Demolition of existing conservatory. Single storey extension to the 
rear (north) and side (east) elevation. 
Recommendation: Unanimous no objection. 
 

New Dog Bin on Mynyddbach Green 
There has now been a new post mounted dog bin installed on 
Mynyddbach Green.  After a slight initial delay due Monmouthshire 
County Council not advising the Community Council that the  
installation had been completed, this new bin has now been added 
to the collection schedule.  
 
Shirenewton Local History Society Grant Application 
The Council approved an application for a donation from  
Shirenewton Local History Society for Ã250 (two hundred and fifty 
pounds) to create new storage and approved a further donation of 
Ã25 (twenty five pounds) in lieu of membership to retain access to 
the Societyôs invaluable community resources.  Payments will be 
made in November. 
 

Remembrance Sunday 
The Community Council agreed that the Chair Councillor  
Butterworth would lay a wreath on Remembrance Sunday on behalf 
of Shirenewton Community Council.  
 

Autumn planting  
The Community Council approved the budget to purchase bulbs 
and topsoil for village planting, to provide some growth in the 
Spring.  Many thanks again to the willing group of local volunteers 
who continue to support with this planting and maintenance around 
the village. 
 

New Play Area Equipment Consultation 
Councillor Dunn advised the Council in the meeting that he and 
Councillor Butterworth were meeting with the School Council at 
Shirenewton Primary School on Thursday 6th October, to consult 
over new play equipment for younger children.  The Council noted  
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 that the village survey would also provide information for potential 
play equipment for older children. 
 

Minister for Transport village visit. 
Councillor Dunn confirmed that the Transport minister Lee Waters 
was keen to visit Shirenewton and the Council agreed that the date 
would be best confirmed when the implementation of the 20mph 
speed restrictions was complete. Councillor Dunn has contacted 
Monmouthshire County Council to follow up with photos/updates of 
the outstanding work and notifying that the Minister would like to visit.   
The Council noted that the police have confirmed that they are out 
enforcing speeding and residents need to complain to MCC High-
ways, Go Safe if they have specific concerns to raise re: speeding. 
 

County Councillor Report October 2022 
County Councillor Brown advised: 
People Scrutiny Committee on the 27th of September 2022 
 

Two main topics were discussed at the above committee. Firstly, the 
change in policy for Home to School Transport which will mean that a 
MCC road safety officer will determine if a road is hazardous.  
Secondly, the CEO of Welsh Ambulance Trust attended the meeting 
to give a presentation and to answer questions. Unfortunately, there 
was a limited time to ask questions and there was a lack of detail in 
relation to Monmouthshire itself.  However, at the end of the meeting, 
I asked if the CEO would come again to the Committee in 3 to 6 
months, which he agreed to do so.  
 

The link to the People committee reports and to watch the meeting 
itself, can be found here: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=304&MId=5314 
 
Place Committee on the 26th of September 2022 
 

Forest of Dean RLDP 
 

The Place Committee considered a report on the Forest of Dean 
RLDP which is recommending 7440 houses with 600 at the Barracks 
in Sedbury Chepstow with Lydney being the centre for development 
with its population increasing from about 11K to 15-16K. The re-
sponse from MCC indicated that they would not be able to support 
the plan without the infrastructure and active Travel measures. 
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Monmouthshire RLDP 
 

The Place Committee also discussed the RLDP preferred strategy 
which changes the previous one as described below at point 3.18 
of the report: 
 

ñThe proposed revised preferred strategy would reduce the level of 
growth proposed and would amend the spatial distribution of new 
growth to avoid the upper Wye catchment. The revised Preferred 
Strategy would: 
 

 Å Provide for approximately 5,400 - 5,940 homes over the Plan  
period 2018- 2033. This includes the provision of approximately 
1,500 - 1,770 affordable homes. As there are currently approxi-
mately 3,940 homes in the housing landbank, the RLDP would 
need to allocate land for approximately 1,460 - 2,000 new homes, 
including 730 - 1,000 new affordable homes. The Councilôs current 
data on affordable housing contained in the 2020 Local Housing 
Market Assessment indicates that 68% of the affordable housing 
provided needs to be social housing for rent, 7% intermediate rent 
and 25% low cost home ownership. This assessment is being up-
dated based on a new WG template but given increased property 
prices and the cost of living crisis, social rented affordable housing 
is expected to remain the greatest proportion of need. 
 

 Å Set out the planning policy framework to support/enable the  
provision of approx. 6,240 additional jobs by allocating sufficient 
employment land in the right places in the County to meet the 
needs of new and existing businesses. The Plan will also include 
policies to facilitate growth in retail, leisure and tourism sectors. The 
RLDP will be supported by an economic development strategy. 
 

 Å Locate growth proportionately across the Countyôs most sustaina-
ble settlements, including Abergavenny, Chepstow and Severnside, 
as well as some growth in our rural settlements to deliver much 
needed affordable homes and to address rural inequality and rural 
isolation in these areas. Due to the lack of an identified strategic 
solution to the treatment of phosphates at the Monmouth WWTW 
within the Plan period, no new site allocations can be considered in 
settlements within the upper River Wye catchment area north of 
Bigsweir Bridge, including the primary settlement of Monmouth.  
 
Å Identify preferred strategic sites in our primary settlements of 
Abergavenny and Chepstow and in Severnside.  
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¶ Set out strategic policies on a range of topic areas, reflecting 
the four placemaking themes in Planning Policy Wales 
(PPW). ñ 

 

The link to the Place committee reports and to watch the meeting 
itself, can be found here: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=303&MId=5373 
 

County Council on the 27th of September 2022 
 

The County Council considered various reports including the ap-
proval of the above RLDP, a motion on rivers and oceans, Mon Life 
tackling poverty and inequality summer programmes 2022 and 
MCC Self -assessment report 2021/22. 
 

RLDP 
 

The RLDP preferred strategy consultation next steps (as the County 
Council did endorse the proposal): 
 

ñNext Steps 3.22 If Council endorses this proposal for progressing 
the RLDP, a revised Preferred Strategy based on this strategy op-
tion will be reported to Council in December 2022 for endorsement 
to be issued for statutory consultation/engagement in December 
2022 to January 2023. The responses received will inform the next 
key stage of the RLDP process, the Deposit Plan. The Report will 
also seek Councilôs agreement of the RLDP Revised Delivery 
Agreement, which will amend the project timetable for Plan prepara-
tion, for submission to the Welsh Government for Ministerial ap-
proval.ò 
 

The link to the County Council reports and to watch itself, can be 
found here: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5010  
 

Dates of next meetings - Monday 7th November 2022 and 5
th
 Decem-

ber both at 7.00 pm, by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation 

Hall. 
  

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the Community 
Council notice boards. Previous, approved minutes of meetings can 
be found on the Councilôs website www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Natasha Jones   
Tel: 01291 650133     E-mail: shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc@gmail.com
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www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk 
 

Poppy Rastall BSc (Hons), MSCh, SRCh, HCPC reg 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist 
 

 Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca treatment, Sports Injury treatment  

Ingrown toenails & Nail Surgery, 

Diabetic foot health checks 
 

Call today for an appointment 

01291 689 917 
 

Clinic locations in Chepstow and Tintern! 

Stepwise Podiatry, Ashweir Lodge, Main Road, Tintern, NP16 6SE 

Unit 2, Riflemans Way, Chepstow, NP16 5EJ 

Home Visits available for house bound patients only 
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Are you putting your online shopping to good use? 
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot are raising funds for the 
local community even during these lockdowns. With us all being confined 
to home for work and play, most of us have had to utilise online  
shopping, and this is looking set to continue as the new normal.  
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot serve local communities  
including our own, and like everyone else have had modernise through 
the use of technology. Some of their fundraising used to take place in 
supermarket doorways, but now a number of online mechanisms support 
their fundraising efforts.  
 
One such fundraising tool is Amazon Smile. Every time you shop online 
at smile.amazon.co.uk Amazon will donate a percentage of the  
purchase to The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot. 
 
To find out more about this and other ways to support The Lions Club of 
Chepstow and Caldicot including Amazon Smile, Easyfundraising and 
Just Giving, please go to: www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php  

http://www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php
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We started our new year off with a talk by Peter Bonvoison who 
gave us an account of the archaeological dig at the Outpost at 
Llanmelin Iron Age Hill Fort.  Peter was the lead at the dig, he  
explained that it had taken almost three years to organise,  
members of Caerwent Historic Trust, Shirenewton Local History 
Society and eighty school children from Shirenewton Primary 
School took part. There were over two hundred shards of pottery 
found and as many animal bones so we were able to date the out-
post as late Iron Age.  Everyone was very pleased with the out-
come and agreed that it was a very worthwhile result for all the 
hard work involved.   
 

Please find below the societyôs programme for the coming year: 
 

Date    Title of Talk    Speaker 
Tues 20th September The Outpost at Llanmelin  Peter 
    Hill Fort    Bonvoison 
Tues 25th October  Commonwealth War Graves Richard Hoyle 
Tues 29th November The Role of the Japanese  Keith Dunn 
    Consul for Wales 
Tues 20th December John Upton, Rogue & Genius Dr Naylor Firth 
Tues 31st January  Nelsonôs State Funeral  Susan Amis 
Tues 28th February  Annual Dinner 
Tues 28th March  Henry VII    Prof Ronald 
         Hutton 
Tues 25th April  Paddle Steamers of thr Bristol Richard 
    Channel    Clammer 
Tues 30th May  Tour of Churchyard, St Maryôs Susan Amis 
Afternoon Visit  Chepstow 
Sat 17th June  The Tombs in Abergavenny Prof Maddy 
Afternoon visit  Priory     Gray 
Tues 25th July  Raglan, Troy & Badminton Dr Ann Benson 
 
Meeting at the Church Room, St Thomas a Becket Church at 

7.30pm, unless indicated otherwise. 
Everyone is very welcome  

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  
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Chepstow Choral Society 

Musical Director ï Graham Bull 

  

 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
Wednesday  December  

14th,  7.00pm 
 

Arts  Hall,  
Chepstow Leisure Centre 

  
CCS looks forward now to full resumption of our 
annual Christmas Music ï this will be a pro-
gramme of Christmas choral items, seasonal 
readings, traditional carols and including some 
secular items.   
 
Further details will be available from November and  early December (01291 
623310 or  website) 
Please come and join us for this Christmas Music --we look forward to seeing 
you there!   
 
Marjorie Duerden, on behalf of CCS 
 
**Please view our website (www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk) for further 
information (contact details available). Chepstow Choral Society is affiliated 

to Ty Cerdd ï Music Centre Wales   and Making Music 
ï The National Federation of Music Societies. Registered charity no. 1127098  

http://www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

November 
Monday 7th   SCC Meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 13th   Remembrance Sunday service 
11.00 a.m.   St Thomas  ̈Becket Church, Shirenewton 
 

Monday 14th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Saturday 26th   Shirenewton Market 
10.30 a.m. to 12.30  Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 27th   Severn Wye Ministry Area Inauguration 
4.00 p.m.   Service, St Maryôs Priory Church, Chepstow  
  

Monday 28th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Tuesday 29th  Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.   The Role of the Japanese Consul for Wales 
    Shirenewton Church Hall 
 

Wednesday 30th  Ministry Area annual vestry meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Church Hall, Shirenewton 
 

December 
Sunday 4th   Advent Fair 
11.00 to 12.00  Shirenewton Church Room 
 

Monday 5th   SCC meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 11th   Carols round the Christmas Tree 
6.30 p.m.   Tredegar Arms car park 
 

Monday 12th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Wednesday 14th   Chepstow Choral Society Christmas  
7.00 p.m.   Celebration, Arts Centre, Chepstow Leisure 
    Centre  

 

Saturday 17th  St Woolos Sinfonia Christmas concert 
7.00 p.m.   St Deiniolsô Church, Itton 
 

Sunday 18th   Christmas Praise service 
10.00 a.m.   St Thomas a Becket Church 
 

Tuesday 20th  Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.   John Upton ï Rogue and Genius 
    Shirenewton Church Hall 
 

Saturday 24th   Christingle 
4.00 to 5.00 p.m.  Shirenewton Church room 
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October 2022 
The Bells.  
 

A busy ringing schedule followed the Queenôs death on September 
8th. This had been planned for nationally several years in advance 
under the code name ñOperation London Bridgeò which had includ-
ed all aspects of the procedures to follow the monarchôs death  
including the ringing of church bells. 
 

Almost all current ringers, except the most elderly, had not  
experienced what would be expected of them and the code laid this 
out. During the period of national mourning bells were to be rung 
fully muffled except for the tenor (heaviest bell of the set) which 
would be rung half-muffled. Until 2020 Shirenewton only possessed 
a set of half-muffles so the opportunity was take then to purchase 
another set of half-muffles thus allowing full muffling of the bells. 
The Covid restriction at the time and the absence of church  
services in the early part of 2020 permitted the removal of the bell 
clappers which had to be painted in special rubberised paint so that 
the more modern muffles would not rotate. 
 

So what does half-muffled and fully muffled mean I hear you  
clamour?  
 

I have attached two photographs to demonstrate: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 1      Photo 2 
 
Photo 1 shows a clapper (the ball hammer like structure within the 
bell) with one strike surface covered in a thick leather pad. Fitted in 
this way when the bell swing through its 360 degree circle the  
clapper surface which is muffled strikes the bell resulting in a  
muted or muffled sound ï a sort of soft ñdungò Rung in the  
opposite direction the un-muffled side of the clapper produces the 
normal sharp sound of the bell ï a definite ñdingò. 
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Photo 2 shows the clapper fully muffled ï both strike surfaces are 
covered ï producing the soft ñdungò sound throughout. 
 

The effect on ring the diatonic scale at Shirenewton  (6 bells) is as 
follows: 
 

dung, dung, dung, dung, dung, dung 
dung, dung, dung, dung, dung, DING! 
 

So armed with this knowledge what happened. Well on Friday  
September 9th at 12.00 noon the available ringers assembled to 
ring as above ï fully muffled except for the tenor which was half-
muffled. 
 

On Saturday 10th September Charles was proclaimed King which 
required the bells to be stripped of their muffles and rung open in 
celebration. Muffles were then hastily replaced as mourning  
continued. On Thursday15th September a memorial service was 
held at the church preceded by a quarter peal of mixed doubles. 
Finally on Monday 19th September ringing was held to mark the 
completion of the Queenôs funeral service at Westminster Abbey, 
which had been preceded by tolling of the tenor bell at St Thomas 
a Becket. Shirenewton exactly 96 times performed by Glynis  
MacDonald. 
 

Now there is a national plan to ensure every ringable church bell is 
sounded for the coronation of King Charles III. The plan is code 
named 

Ring for the King 
 

This corresponds with our recruitment drive to train more ringers at 
Shirenewton , so if you are interest in participating please contact 
Pip Penney on 01291 650653 or email pippenney@hotmail.com. 
 
M.D.Penney. 
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ShAMBLE 2022: MYTHS & LEGENDS 
 
Saturday 15th October 2022 was the grand opening night of the 
5th annual Shirenewton and Mynyddbach iLlumination  
extravaganza. The main aim of ShAMBLE has always been to bring 
our community together to have fun. This year it was so wonderful 
to be able to invite you all to the Recreation hall for some of the 
very finest refreshments and home made cakes! The last time we 
were able to do this was of course way back in 2019. Wasnôt it  
fantastic to come together and mingle with friends and neighbours 
in the Rec Hall?  
 
I am really happy to report that we saw many people out and 
about, enjoying the window trail and also enjoying refreshments at 
The Rec. Beaulieu House and Rock House deserve a special  
mention for their incredible hospitality too! Sunday night sadly 
brought some heavy rain, but it didnôt stop many of you  
ShAMBLE-ing and socialising. Although, it played havoc with photo 
opportunities! 
 
The good news is that the profit we made from selling refresh-
ments goes into the bank so that we can do it all over again next 
year! We have already ordered a much wider variety of hi-vis vest 
sizes for children and adults.  
 
Finally, a big thank you to all of you who decorated windows, 
Shirenewton Community Council for our small grant and also to our 
many volunteers who helped make the magic happen this week-
end. 

(Pictures on this page and pages 29, 30, 31, 36 and 37) 
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Nerysôs Natty Nosh 

I posted this article in the Chepstow U3A last month and thought 
I would share it with you. 

The Queen traditionally hosted 
three annual Garden Parties at 
Buckingham Palace, and one 
at the Palace of Holyrood 
house in Scotland. On the day 
of the Garden Party, the Pal-
ace gates opened from around 
3pm. The Party officially be-
gan when The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh arrived, 
accompanied by other Mem-
bers of the Royal Family. 
While the bands continued to 
play a selection of music, The 
Queen and The Duke of Edin-
burgh circulated among the 
guests through 'lanes'. Each 
took a different route and ran-
dom presentations were made 

so that everyone had an equal chance of speaking to Her Majes-
ty and other Members of the Royal Family. The Queen then ar-
rived at the Royal Tea Tent, where she met further guests. 
Guests were free to eat, drink and stroll around the beautiful 
Palace gardens.  
The menu would include: -  
Sandwiches  
Egg Mayonnaise with cress 
Cucumber with fresh mint & black pepper 
Gammon Ham, tomato & wholegrain mustard 
Coronation chicken wrap with baby spinach 
Smoked salmon bagel, black pepper, and Cr¯me fraiche  
 
Cakes 
Carrot Cake, Dundee cake, Coffee eclair, Strawberry tart, Victo-
ria Sponge, Passion fruit tart, 
Raspberry shortbread, Scones with blackcurrant jam  
 
As sconeôs are traditionally served at afternoon tea events, I 
thought I would share my Mother In Lawôs recipe with you. It 
never fails. 
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Eirwen's Scones 
8 oz (225g) self-raising flour 
2 oz (50g) margarine or butter, 
chilled 
1 tsp baking powder 
2 oz (50g) caster sugar 
ıpint 150 ml of milk or soya milk 

Optional 
2 oz (50g) chopped cherries/ sul-
tanas or walnuts. 
 
1 Pre heat the oven to 
220C/425F/Gas 7. 
 

2 Sift the flour and baking powder into a bowl. 
3 Add the chilled butter/margarine and rub into the flour 
until it resembles breadcrumbs. 
4 Add a little milk until a smooth dough is made. 
5 Rest for 15 minutes. 
6 Roll the dough on a lightly floured surface until Ĳ inch/ 
2cm thick. 
7 Using a 2in/5cm pastry cutter, cut the dough into even 
sized rounds. Place on a lightly greased baking sheet. 
8 Brush the tops of the scones with milk. 
9 Bake in the oven for 10- 12 minutes until well risen and 
golden. 
10 Cool on a wire rack and serve with butter or whipped 
cream and jam. 
Eirwenôs top tips 
1 Make sure the margarine and milk are cold. Cold hands 
are the best for perfect scones. 
2 Always lightly dust the surface with flour and treat the 
dough gently. Never overwork the mixture. 
3 Never turn the dough over, always roll the same side. 
4 Scones need to go into a preheated hot oven, the cook-
ing time is short, and they need to start cooking straight 
away. 
5 Scones have a short self-life, so I always freeze mine 
on the baking day, bringing what I need from the freezer 
when required. 
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(continued from previous page)  

Deliciously crumbly Almond shortbread. My grandchil-
dren loved them. 
 
Ingredients 
125g Butter/Margarine 
55g Caster Sugar 
180g Plain Flour/ brown rice flour 
60g Ground Almond 
 
Method 
Pre-heat oven to 180C (Gas Mark 4) 
Rub in the Flour and Margarine/ butter in a bowl 
until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. 
Add the sugar. 
Add the Ground Almond. 
Press to mixture to form a ball. 
Gently roll out the mixture and cut into desired shapes. 
Bake in the preheated oven for about 20 minutes or until firm to 
the touch and very lightly brown. Cool in the tin.    Enjoy! 
 
 


