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SHIRENEWTON  CHURCH 
 Julian E Ll White 

 
Dear People of the Parish, 
 

September was a solemn month across the country whilst we  
gathered, in a variety of ways, to mourn the passing of HRH Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
 

All the churches in the present grouping held separate services of 
remembrance with Shirenewton marking the occasion on Thursday, 
September 15th where Warden Sally Saysell (reading) and Janet 
Horton (prayers) joined me in officiating. I am most grateful to  
Karen Millar who played the organ with due gravitas on this sombre 
occasion. 
 

A book of Public Remembrance has been made available for a  
period in which people are encouraged to submit their condolences. 
 

We continue to remember the Royal Family during their loss at this 
time, and in particular, King Charles II as he undertakes new and 
additional duties in the midst of personal grief. 
 

Those who have encountered health issues recently are also  
remembered at this time. Among them we recall Gilly Lambert and 
Bill Clark. 
 

Revd. Alan Tyler( Hospital Chaplain) was due to officiate at one of 
our services recently. The day before, however, he telephoned the 
Vicarage with apologies as he also had fallen victim to the Covid 
virus. I am most indebted to Revd. John Collier who stepped in at 
the last minute and delivered a service that was well received. Alan 
is due to join us on October 9th  and we look forward to extending 
him a warm welcome. 
 

Speaking of clergy (we seem to be falling over them at present!), 
we proffer thanks and appreciation to Revd. David Collinbourne for 
leading the service on September 25th and trust that his insight was 
duly appreciated. 
 

Just a reminder that Harvest Thanksgiving falls on October 2nd and 
we anticipate a special time during this event which is of particular 
significance for the rural community. Gilly Lambert is scheduled to 
lead us through this period which is rich in reflective consideration. 
 
With all good wishes and every blessing. 
 
Julian White 
(Rector)    
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Severn Wye: our inauguration and our future 
 

The inauguration of the Severn Wye Ministry Area by Bishop Cherry 
is set for Sunday 27 November at 4pm, at St Maryôs Priory Church 
in Chepstow.  
 
Everyone will be most welcome at this historic service. What will it 
mean? Bishop Cherry will be creating one Ministry Area out of our 
ten parishes and twelve churches, and our clergy will become one 
team: Revd Philip Averay will be Ministry Area Leader, with Revd 
Michael Gollop and Revd Julian White .as Team Vicars and Revd 
John Waters as Associate Priest. This team, with other clergy who 
have permission to officiate, and licensed and commissioned lay 
ministers, will make up the Ministry team. 
 
How have we got here? .Nearly all of our ten parishes have voted 
to accept the change and have signed the resolution ceding author-
ity to the MA, so now we need to be thinking forward, towards our 
future within our new MA and the many possibilities it opens up.  
 
This is your Ministry Area - the Transition Team will cease to oper-
ate before the inauguration, and then it will be in all our hands, and 
up to us all, to work creatively within the MA and with each other, 
the better to support our faith, our churches and our community. 
 
Our churches will of course retain their own characters and services 
and their own church committees, and each church will we hope 
also be represented on the Ministry Area Council. We will be hold-
ing our first Annual Vestry Meeting very soon after the inaugura-
tion, on Wednesday 30 November at 7pm, at Shirenewton Church 
Hall. Again, absolutely all are welcome (please share cars if you 
can, to help with parking) 
 
We will be asking each church to nominate its own representative 
and we will also be seeking nominations for anyone willing to hold 
office on the MAC, which will be the trustee body of the Ministry 
Area.  
 
So at the Vestry Meeting, we will seek to elect a representative for 
each church, plus a lay co-chair, a peopleôs warden, a secretary and 
a treasurer for the whole MAC. Other members, by virtue of their 
offices, will include the clergy and a warden to be appointed by Fr 
Philip.  
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Who can stand for election? To qualify they must regularly attend a 
church. ñRegularlyò does not necessarily mean frequently, but they 
must be known to the church and to have attended in the past six 
months. 
 
Nomination forms to act as church representatives and for the 
posts of lay co-chair, peopleôs warden, secretary and treasurer of 
the MAC can be obtained from our church wardens or from any 
member of the Transition Team (Fr Philip, Ros Downs, Hilary Hillier, 
Lindsay Hollies, Graham Lambert, James Leney, Glynis MacDonald, 
Anne Octon and Rev John Waters). They can also supply job de-
scriptions for these roles.  Please note that people can nominate 
themselves.  
 
People who wish to represent their own churches should put their 
names to their own PCCs, before the Annual Vestry Meeting. More 
than one person can of course stand, but only one person can be 
elected to represent each church. 
 
So whether you wish to represent your church, or to become lay co
-chair, secretary, treasurer or peopleôs warden on the MAC, please 
donôt be shy - stand for office! This is our chance to strengthen the 
presence and activity and mission of our churches in the Severn 
Wye area. Our area very much needs the church and all it stands 
for, and to meet this challenge we need a strong and active MAC. 
 
We hope to increase opportunities for worship and for the under-
standing of Christianity, to provide more - in particular for children - 
and for very busy and overworked people who can scarcely find the 
time to come to church and know little about it, and to put our 
churches more at the centre of community life. We will have a new 
website which will be introduced at the time of the inauguration. 
We welcome constructive and creative suggestions towards all as-
pects of the Ministry Area - our mission, our activities, the website. 
Together and with your help we can make the future brighter for 
our churches and our community. 
 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in September: 

 1. Wendy Montague   2. Hugh James 
 
 3. Cynthia Smith   4. Andrew Griffiths 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Please note that all Church services start at 10 a.m. on Sun-
day mornings in the church of St Thomas ¨ Becket, Shirenew-
ton.  Times may vary for the periods over Easter, Christmas 
and New Year, but they will be reported in this magazine. 
 

CHURCH SERVICES ON ZOOM 
 

Some services will be available to join via Zoom, if you cannot 
attend in person.  Please contact Gilly Lambert (see contact 
list)  if you would like to be included on the distribution for 
Zoom service invitations.  
 
BILL CLARK would like to thank all those who have sent him 
their best wishes for his recovery from his stroke on Saturday 
17th September. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Reenie Hannah Winnie Howe was baptised on 18th September 
2022. The Reverend David Collier officiated. 
 
FOOD BANK 
 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) would like to remind 
everyone in the Parish that they operate a food bank from the 
Church.  
 

Donations can be left in the Church when it is open, or in the porch 
when it is locked.  This important facility is a lifesaver for those who 
depend on it, so please give generously 
 
SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL (SCC) GRANTS TO 
THE PCC 
 

The PCC is delighted to report that Shirenewton Community Council 
(SCC) approved the following grants at their meeting on Monday 
8th August 202:  
 

Ã500 contribution to the Parish Magazine printing costs 
 

Ã800 contribution to grass cutting and maintenance of the  
churchyard and grounds 
 

Ã80 contribution to the Christmas Event 
 

 The PCC is very grateful to the SCC for these grants. 
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 Shirenewton Community Council 
 

Includes updates from the September Community Council Meet-
ing  

  

Shirenewton Community Council welcomes one new Councillor 
who was co-opted to Shirenewton Community Council in the 5th 
September meeting.   
Catherine Martin has now joined the list of councillors below. 
 

Philip Butterworth  
Keith Dunn  
Ian Martin 
Andy Williamson 
Elizabeth Wixcey 
Gary Mitchell 
 
Planning Application Considered in September 
 

DM/2022/01229 Willowbrae, 8 Orchard Rise, Shirenewton,  
Chepstow 
Proposed extensions and general remodelling to existing bungalow 
Recommendation: Unanimous No objection but MCC is requested to 
add conditions as to external colouring specifically white render and 
discrete timber colour hues. 
 
Recreation Field Improvement Project Update 
In the Community Council meeting on the 5th September, members of 
the Recreation Association and village residents addressed the  
Community Council with regards to the planning application  
reference DM/2022/00851. 
 

The Recreation Association and village residents requested that their 
comments and concerns with regards to the planning application be 
on record in the Community Council meeting minutes, citing the 
points/letter submitted to Monmouthshire Planning department and 
their main comments/concerns.  Full details of the comments/
concerns recorded in the minutes can be found online on the  
Community Councilôs website. 
 

The Chair of Shirenewton Community Council, Councillor Butterworth 
advised members of the Recreation Association and village residents 
present that regardless of the outcome of the planning application, 
nothing would be undertaken without the agreement of the  
Recreation Association and over 50% of the community.  
 



       11 

 

 

 
 

Community Council Noticeboards 
 

On 17th August work was undertaken to  
install a new Noticeboard at Gaerllwyd  
Junction, due to the failure of of the previous 
wooden noticeboard.   
A new noticeboard for Earlswood Village Hall  
location has been ordered and is estimated  
to be delivered late September for installation  
beginning October.  
 
County Councillor Report September 2022 
County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

There has only been a planning committee meeting in August and 
so few committee meetings to report on during the summer break. 
Please refer to the August report for meetings prior to this time. 
 
Local Resident report of recent accidents on the B4235 
 

Unfortunately, the emergency services do not record all accidents 
on the Shirenewton to Chepstow B4235, so the following are a note 
to record these reports in the minutes: 
 

-Another accident on the night of Sat 20 August 2022. Again, by 
Well Head cottage, the little lodge on the way into Chepstow from 
us. A vehicle coming from Chepstow failed to make the bend and 
has demolished part of the hedge and an old fence, large skid mark 
on the road. This is the same place where the car and motorbike 
came together on the 9th of August. 
 

-Between 9th of July and the 20th of August 2022 there have been 
3 locally known accidents on the B4235. 
 

Dates of next meetings - Monday 3rd October 2022 and  

Monday 7th November 2022 both at 7.00 pm, by public meeting 

in Shirenewton Recreation Hall. 
  

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the  
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk   
 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council - Mrs Natasha 
Jones   Tel: 01291 650133   E-mail: shirenewtoncc@gmail.com  

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc@gmail.com
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www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk 
 

Poppy Rastall BSc (Hons), MSCh, SRCh, HCPC reg 

Podiatrist / Chiropodist 
 

 Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca treatment, Sports Injury treatment  

Ingrown toenails & Nail Surgery, 

Diabetic foot health checks 
 

Call today for an appointment 

01291 689 917 
 

Clinic locations in Chepstow and Tintern! 

Stepwise Podiatry, Ashweir Lodge, Main Road, Tintern, NP16 6SE 

Unit 2, Riflemans Way, Chepstow, NP16 5EJ 

Home Visits available for house bound patients only 
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Are you putting your online shopping to good use? 
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot are raising funds for the 
local community even during these lockdowns. With us all being confined 
to home for work and play, most of us have had to utilise online  
shopping, and this is looking set to continue as the new normal.  
 
The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot serve local communities  
including our own, and like everyone else have had modernise through 
the use of technology. Some of their fundraising used to take place in 
supermarket doorways, but now a number of online mechanisms support 
their fundraising efforts.  
 
One such fundraising tool is Amazon Smile. Every time you shop online 
at smile.amazon.co.uk Amazon will donate a percentage of the  
purchase to The Lions Club of Chepstow and Caldicot. 
 
To find out more about this and other ways to support The Lions Club of 
Chepstow and Caldicot including Amazon Smile, Easyfundraising and 
Just Giving, please go to: www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php  

http://www.chepstowcaldicotlions.org.uk/page-8.php
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FAIRTRADE NEWS September 2022 
 
 

Truly this last week has seen extraordinarily significant 
events : the end of an era with the momentous  
ceremonial of the Queenôs funeral on the 19th and the 
ófiscal eventô which has upended at least a decadeôs worth 
of economic thought.  The Queen has been described as 
the óglueô that held the Commonwealth together, perhaps 
some are now thinking she may have been a necessary 
component of the óglueô holding the UK itself together. 
 

Charles (and William) has long espoused a more articulate and public 
commitment to green issues.  But itôs perhaps worth noting that the 
Duchy of Cornwall has been justly criticized for its lack of tree cover ï 
6%, as opposed to a UK average of16% (and European average of 38%).   
He is known not to have engaged very willingly with organisations trying 
to increase the Duchyôs tree cover.   
 

Rumour has it that developments beyond the ófiscal eventô will scrap the 
óBrexit bonusô which would have paid farmers and landowners to enhance 
nature and the state of the environment, and revert to the much  
maligned EU basic payments relating to land area, not linked to environ-
mental benefits 
 

For over 40 years Traidcraft has built long lasting relationships with inno-
vative partners from all over the world. Fair trade farmers and artisans 
respect and care for the environment.  Indeed it is one of the key criteria 
for the award of the Fairtrade mark.  They engage in many positive  
activities including  :  
 

Maximising their use of sustainable energy and raw materials 
 

Minimising waste and pollution 
 

Reducing their water consumption 
 

Protecting the soil by practising organic farming methods 
 

Reducing deforestation by intercropping trees and crops 
 

Receiving training on mitigating the devastating effects of climate change 
(WHICH THEY HAVE SCARCELY CONTRIBUTED TO!)  
 
I was very pleased to hear that the local village market may well be  
starting up again and I will be delighted to run a Fairtrade stall.  In the 
meantime do contact me for info or go directly to the Traidcraft website.  
Buying Fairtrade goods is a simple way that consumers can directly  
influence peopleôs lives for the better. 
 
Marion McAdam 641 316   msm316@gmail.com 
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 SHIRENEWTON W.I 
Remembering Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Our meeting on 8th September will be etched into all of our memories  
because, minutes before it was due to start, there had been the  
announcement of the Queenôs death. We arrived at the meeting still  
reeling from this sad news and spent time reflecting on the Queenôs life 
and her legacy. Her Majesty was a longstanding member and supporter of 
the W.I. and it seemed very apt and comforting that we were gathering as 
a group of women that evening. I think that we all agreed with the words 
of the chair of the National Federation of Womenôs Institutes when she 
wrote in her statement óHer Majesty the Queen remains a role model to us 
all and an embodiment of the W.I. spirit and values.ô  

 
W.I. Rocks  

 

The Queen remained at the forefront of our thoughts throughout the 
evening but we decided to adopt the óKeep Calm and Carry Onô approach 
of which we hoped her Majesty would have approved. We spent the rest 
of the evening painting rocks to be placed around the spout in the village. 
This creative activity was actually very therapeutic in the circumstances, 
but of course there was only one topic of conversation.  

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 13th October at 7.15 p.m. in  
Shirenewton Recreation Hall when we shall be trying our hand at making 
Origami Cranes. As always, everyone is welcome to join us. We have 
made this an open evening so do come along and see what Shirenewton 
W.I. is about.  
 
For further details contact: Jane Butterworth at janeb247@gmail.com  or 
Diane Ashton Smith (01291 628838)  

mailto:janeb247@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

October 
Sunday 2nd    Harvest Lunch Bring and Share 
1.00 p.m.   Church Room 
 

Monday 3rd    SCC Meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
  

Tuesday 4th   Macmillanôs coffee morning 
10.00 to 12.00  Earlswood and Newchurch West   
    Memorial Hall 
  

Saturday 8th   Royal Forest of Dean Orchestra  
7.30 p.m.   concert 
    St Maryôs Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Monday 10th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Thursday 13th   WI Meeting 
7.15 p.m.   Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Friday 14th   Open Tower Evening 
7.00 p.m.   Belltower, St Thomas ¨ Becket Church,  
    Shirenewton 
  

Sat 15th/Sun 16th   ShAMBLES 
about 6 p.m.   Shirenewton and Mynnydbach 
 

Monday 24th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Monday 24th  parish magazine copy deadline 
9.00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday 25th  Shirenewton Local History Society 
7.30 p.m.    Commonwealth War Graves 
    by Richard Hoyle, Shirenewton Church Hall 
 

November 
Monday 7th   SCC Meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 13th   Remembrance Sunday service 
11.00 a.m.   St Thomas  ̈Becket Church, Shirenewton 
 

Monday 14th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
 

Saturday 26th   Shirenewton Market 
tbc    Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
  

Monday 28th   Ministry Area Praying Together 
7.30 p.m.    St Christophers Church, Bulwark 
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September 2022 
The Bells.  
 

This yearôs Annual Summer Ringing Tour was arranged for later in 
the year than in the past due to the varied prior commitments of 
the band members. On Friday 2nd September the advanced party 
headed off to rural Bedfordshire to ring in 3 different churches 
spanning the Hertfordshire/Bedfordshire border. The first ring was 
at Pirton, an anticlockwise ring of 5. The majority of rings are clock-
wise meaning that looking down from above the bell ropes are  
attached to a descending diatonic scale of bells in clockwise order. 
This means that the ringer on the lightest and usually highest 
pitched bell looks to their left side for the next bell lower in the 
scale and so on around the circle. For an anti-clockwise ring of bells 
ringers must look in the opposite direction. This can cause some 
confusion initially but was quickly mastered. The next ring, also of 
5 bells, was at Shillington.  An imposing church stood at the top of 
a chalk knoll within the village and as we approached we could 
hear the large tenor bell (18.5 cwt) ringing out. The church was 
described by John Betjeman as the ñCathedral of the Chilternsò and 
once we had climbed up to the mezzanine floor in the tower at the 
west end of the nave there was clearly a problem with the tenor 
bell. Two of our party accompanied the young lady who had met us 
to discover the bell had ñgone overò. Bells are rung through 360 
degrees of travel before striking, and start from the inverted 
position. This is known as ñfull circle ringingò and quite unlike the 
ñswing chimingò which predominates in the majority of continental 
churches. Full circle ringing allows precise timing of the strike of 
each bell unlike swing chiming in which the frequency of the strike 
is akin to a pendulum effect so that in general large bells strike 
more slowly than smaller bells resulting in a cacophony of sounds. 
Just compare the sound of Notre Dame Cathedral bells in Paris1 

compared to the precision of St Pauls in London2 and you will  
understand what this means. So back to ñgone overò ï when the 
bell swings through 360 degrees and strikes, it is then swung in the 
opposite direction for the next strike. There is a mechanism to park 
the bell in the inverted position and this is known as the stay and 
slider. The stay is constructed from ash and is designed for a gentle 
parking of the bell and not something to bounce off. Normally 
should a bell ñgo overò it is because the stay is broken and the 360 
degree travel continues rapidly to 400 degrees and so on winding 
the rope around the wheel and causing the unfortunate ringer  
below to let go lest they be drawn up skyward! However, in this 
case the stay was intact but the slider set too low so no contact 
was possible between them. We were informed a new slider had 
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been fitted that day but unfortunately had not been positioned  
appropriately. It proved not possible to correct this with the tools 
available at the time so after unwinding the rope a brief ring was 
had with the tenor not having an effective slider/stay mechanism ï 
a task for an experienced ringer. After this exciting time we headed 
to Hinxworth, a fine ring of 6 bells. The base for the tour was a 
field behind The Cock Inn at Broom, a small hamlet close to  
Biggleswade, where we set up camp and headed to the pub for  
supper. 
 
The next day we started the main tour visiting 5 different churches 
in the morning at the villages of Haynes, Steppingley, Eversholt, 
Westoning and Flitton: all six bell towers. The surrounding rich and 
flat land had clearly provided wealth going back to medieval times, 
the churches being on a grand scale and some of the bells being 
extremely ancient including a bell cast in 1349 at Haynes. Lunch 
was held at The White Hart at Flitton conveniently adjacent to the 
church. In the afternoon 5 more rings of six bells were visited  
including Silsoe, Meppershall, Arlesey, Northill and Old Warden. On 
leaving Old Warden we were ñbuzzedò by a couple of Tiger Moth 
biplanes preparing for an air show the following day based at the 
Shuttleworth Collection nearby. After this we returned to our camp 
and were further entertained by other aircraft flying around. No 
BBQ was permitted on this occasion because of the fire risk so  
frying pans and gas stoves were brought into action. The following 
day we had been invited to ring for service at nearby All Saints, 
Southill. Following breakfast we then decamped and headed back 
to Wales, and in the evening held a post-Tour celebration courtesy 
of Glynis MacDonald.  
 
A full report of our busy ringing schedule following the Queenôs 
death will follow next month. 
 
M.D. Penney. 
 
1.YouTube search: Notre-Dame de Paris bells (850th anniversary 
peal) II 
 
2.YouTube search: The bells of St Paulôs ring out for London Festi-
val of Bells 2021 ï the bells start ringing 4 minutes in. 
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Ringing at Meppershall 

 

The Shirenewton Tour 
Band 
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To advertise in this magazine contact 

Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white 

Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations 
 

12 months 10 issues 

Full page Ã100  

Half Page Ã50 

Quarter Page Ã25 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 
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PERSONAL MEMORIES OF THE LATE QUEEN ELIZABETH 

from residents of Mynyddbach and Shirenewton 

 

JOHN BURROWS WITH HM THE QUEEN IN CARDIFF IN 2002 

 

BILL CLARK WITH THE QUEEN IN 1987 AND 2006 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF KING CHARLES III AS 
MONARCH AT THE ROYAL EXCHANGE, LONDON 

 
 

 
THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON, VINCENT KEAVENY, 
GIVES THREE CHEERS FOR  KING CHARLES III 


