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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM   
 

We marked Remembrance Sunday, as usual, 
with a short service at the Shirenewton War 
Memorial which many of our community attend-
ed along with a large contingent from the 1st 
Shirenewton Scout Group who paraded to the 
Memorial from the Recreation Hall.  The names 
of our Fallen were read out, poppy wreathes 
laid and the Last Post and Reveille sounded. 

 

This was followed by a greatly appreciated, and at times very 
moving, All Age Service in church led by our vicar Zoe.  It was 
lovely to see our church full, the congregation numbered over 
90.  The Scouts presented their colours and two of them read 
poems. 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along, you made this 
Remembrance Sunday very special.  Our particular thanks go 
to Reverend Zoe Pimentel; Group Scout Leader Darren Share; 
Mark Baldwin, Trumpeter; Glynis MacDonald for tolling the 
bell; Wendy Montague for the delicious refreshments; and our 
organist Karen Millar, who wrote an organ piece dedicated to 
the people of Gaza. 
 
Jane Smith-Haddon 
For Shirenewton LCC 
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This dramatic and moving memorial was erected for Remembrance 
Sunday in St Arvan's church.   

It was designed and built by Jonathan Jenkins. 
 
 
 

Shirenewton Light Party 
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SHIRENEWTON LIGHT PARTY by Revd Zoe Pimentel 
 
Halloween can be a controversial time of year, particularly for 
Christians, believe it or not. Of course its origins are Christian in 
the sense that October 31st is ñAll Hallows Eveò, hallow meaning 
holy, and the 1st of November being ñAll Saints Dayò ï so the 31st 
October simply marked the night before a major Christian festival 
that celebrated our most holy role models, the saints. 
 

There are some people who do not agree with the glorification of 
violence that sometimes accompanies costume choices at 
Halloween; other Christians take offence at the seeming worship of 
devils, witches, and other figures that can have an association with 
the occult.  
 

However, there are also Christians out there who love Halloween. 
Barney and I had an American curate (trainee vicar) that we 
trained in Coventry, and she would dress up her whole family 
(usually in Disney themed outfits) and take them trick or treating, 
as well as filling up her house supplies of sweets, as the night pro-
vided an incredible opportunity for community and neighbourliness 
that is often neglected the rest of the year. We loved her positive 
attitude, her warmth towards her neighbours and the welcome she 
gave all the children who called at her door. 
 

There are yet other Christians who try and reach a compromise, by 
taking part in Halloween but just not participating in any of the 
more controversial costumes or themes, and also offering an alter-
native and a safe place to children and families who may also feel 
a bit uncomfortable about the gore and horror/scares sometimes 
associated with the festival. 
 

And it was with this in mind that we ran something called a óLight 
Partyô ï celebrating all the positive things that bring light in the 
darkness - in the church rooms on Sunday 3rd  November, at the 
end of the Half Term holiday. The party featured pumpkin carving, 
biscuit decorating, some party games and ended with handing out 
glowsticks and LED light-up balloons, and having a little disco 
together. 
 

We had a wonderful time and it was a joy to offer this all for free 
to our local community, with grateful thanks to the Shirenewton 
caf® church volunteer team, who baked the cakes and biscuits, 
bought the glowsticks, provided endless teas and coffees on the 
night and made all our guests feel welcome.  
 

Photos (see opposite page) used with permission. 
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 4th  
November 2024.  

 

Planning applications considered 
 

DM/2024/01266 ï Double story side extension ï High 
Trees, Red House Lane, Shirenewton 
High Trees is a 3-bedroom detached house next to Longmeads 
(which Councillors may recall in connection with the diversion of 
the footpath leaving the rear of recreation field). The proposal is 
to replace the existing ground floor dining room addition with a 
larger footprint 2 storey extension, wrapping around the rear of 
the kitchen, to provide an enlarged kitchen/diner with patio 
doors, utility and study on the ground floor and an additional en 
suite bedroom above under a gable roof. The extension would 
increase the volume and footprint of the house, but no calcula-
tions are given. A very rough estimate would suggest a volume 
increase in the order of 50-60%, the footprint less so. The roof 
would be grey interlocking tiles, white rendered walls and grey 
finish windows and doors. Although the increase in size of the 
house suggests additional traffic usage of Red House Lane which 
is a private road, the ownership of the road appears from the site 
plan to be with the property. 
 

The house stands in a substantial plot. No windows are shown 
facing Longmeads so it is unlikely that the neighbours' privacy 
would be affected. 

 

Councillors may wish to consider whether the proposal represents 
overdevelopment of the existing house.  
The council unanimously voted for no objection  
 

DM/2024/01269 ï Retention and improvement of boundary 
wall. Hillside house, Usk Rd, Earlswood 
Councillors may recall this project originally was to seek planning 
consent for a blockwork wall adjacent to the Usk Road near  
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 Penderyn Farm. Subsequent amendments have been sought by 
the applicant as to the wall's roadside finish. Wooden boarding 
was proposed and revised, and now the applicant seeks permis-
sion for a random course natural stone surface with a concrete 
stone capping.  

 

Councillors may wish to consider whether there are any highway 
concerns (none are raised by MCC Highways).  
The council unanimously voted for no objection  
 
DM/2024/01325 - Replacement of Porch at 17 Clearview,  
Shirenewton  
 

The property is a detached house in the hammerhead at Clear-
view. Currently it has a small porch some 2m wide with street 
facing and narrow double doors, and a depth of about 1m and 
flat roof. The proposal is to replace this with a 3m wide porch 
having two small windows, and a door in one side which will 
project 2m from the front of the house. The pitched roof will have 
tiles and rendered walls to match the house. 
 

The house is of modern design and Councillors may consider the 
porch is in a similar style. The house sits back from road and the 
new porch is unlikely to impinge on the privacy of neighbouring 
properties. 
The council voted for no objection with 1 abstention  

 
DM/2024/00921 ï Amendment to plans - Little Bushes Farm, 
Chapel Road, Earlswood 
 

Councillors will recall this application which seeks to convert an 
existing outbuilding (a barn used for agricultural storage) to resi-
dential use for a gym, office with facilities and new windows and 
patio doors to the southern and western elevations. The existing 
stone walls are to be retained, those front facing, clad with cedar 
timber and the roof would be corrugated sheets in brown with 
two new roof lights. There is a slight change in roof pitch and 
height, however much of the structure stays similar in terms of 
mass.   

 

MCC's Landscape Officer reported that from a policy perspective 
LC5 Protection and Enhancement of landscape character high-
lights that development will be permitted provided it would not 
have an unacceptable adverse effect on the special character or 
quality of Monmouthshireôs landscape in terms of its visual, histor-
ic, geological, ecological or cultural aspects. Policy H4 Conver-
sion / Rehabilitation respectingôs in the Open Countryside for Res-
idential Use highlights that from a landscape perspective change  
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needs to respects rural character, is sympathetic to the surround-
ing landscape and does not have a detrimental impact. The 
Officer considered from a Landscape and GI perspective that the 
proposal is acceptable and will not have a detrimental landscape 
impact as proposed.  
 

Councillors had previously resolved to object to the earlier pro-
posals for the want of further detail on measurements, materials, 
colour finishes, services and access, but had commented that in 
the event MCC were minded to grant consent there should be 
conditions to restrict the barn to use with the bungalow as a 
single family unit and to remove the general consent for exten-
sions improvements and additional outbuildings without further 
planning consent.   
 

The latest revised plan shows the bat entrance in the end wall. 
There are measurements showing a roof ridge height of roughly 
4m, the natural stone walls are to remain with the addition of 
cedar cladding to the front of the barn, the windows and doors to 
be coloured in anthracite and (as above) brown corrugated sheets 
for the roof. There is still no comment on Velux windows, which 
have not been shown on any drawing but in view of the com-
ments of NRW it would appear unlikely any such windows will be 
permitted. 
The council unanimously voted for no objection provided the 
following are included in the planning approval (if granted):- 
 

1. NRW's conditions as requested in their response dated 08/10/24 
and 2. SCC's conditions requested in our response also dated 08/ 
10/24 namely the colour finish of the timber cladding being muted 
and the use of the barn be restricted to use with the bungalow as a 
single-family unit and the removal of the general consent for exten-
sions improvements and additional outbuildings without further 
planning consent. 
 

Earlswood field rental ï Several offers to rent have been 
received it was resolved to pursue them. Clerk to continue with 
equestrian planning application.  
 

Memorial Path ï D Brabon confirmed that she had tidied the area 
and planted some flowers, Cllrs wished to thank Dorothy for her 
kind efforts. The Memorial path will be cleaned prior to Remem-
brance Sunday. 
 

Cllr Vacancy ï Clerk to advertise Cllr Vacancy on notice boards 
and Parish magazine and also to be placed on website. 
 

Memorial Clock ï M Penny and B Millar, have initiated a fundrais-
ing effort and undertaken investigative works on a voluntary basis.  
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They have also requested historic information relating to the clock. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Cllr Louise Brown reported: 
 

Public Services Scrutiny Committee on the 14th of October 
2024 
The report discussed dentistry services in Monmouthshire with a 
concern about NHS dentistry with an invitation from the health 
board to discuss dentistry questions and to take members ques-
tions. If of interest the meeting can be watched at the following 
link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=260&MId=5839 
 

Remuneration Committee on the 22 October 2024 
This committee has been set up by the Labour administration to 
review the salaries of Chief Officers and is attended by 2 Labour 
Cabinet Members and 1 independent who supports the Labour 
administration. 
The recommendation is for an increase of circa Ã10K on the pre-
sent salary level of the Chief Executive phased in over 2 years. 
The link to the reports can be found here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=349&MId=6304 
This has been reported in the press as follows: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5742 
 

County Council meeting on the 24th of October 2024 
The Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP) Deposit 
Plan stage was discussed at a Full Council meeting last Thursday 
(24th October 2024). I attended as your local councillor and spoke 
on behalf of residents and the arguments are still the same in 
Chepstow even though the focus in now firmly on the proposed 
development off Mounton Road (pages 125-128 of the plan or 
P155 of the meeting report) rather than Bayfield.  
The Plan will now move again to Public Consultation and 
residents will need to submit/re-submit their views in due 
course if they want them to be heard. 
 

There is a site being proposed for 26 houses  in Shirenewton for 
Land West of Red Landes which is  on the Earlswood Road past 
the village boundary on the opposite side of the road to the recre-
ation hall. I mentioned the main Sewerage pipe concerns at the 
Place Scrutiny meeting. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D260%26MId%3D5839&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D260%26MId%3D5839&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D349%26MId%3D6304&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D349%26MId%3D6304&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5742&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5742&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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You can find the link to the meeting agenda and relevant docu-
ments as well as the you tube which can be watched. 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5742 
 
This RDLP debate started at 00:30:50 and concludes at 
04:01:44.  
You can find specific Chepstow contributions at: 
Cllr Christopher Edwards ï 00:45:43 (St Kingsmark ward) 
Cllr Paul Pavia ï 01:55:30 (Mount Pleasant ward) 
Cllr Louise Brown ï 02:02:41 (Shirenewton ward) 
The Place Committee scrutiny draft minutes can be found at the 
bottom of the supporting documents but should have been in the 
supplementary agenda a point I later corrected to my contribution 
in the meeting. 
A recorded vote was taken at the end of the debate and the rec-
ommendations/deposit plan put forward by the Labour/Green 
administration was passed by 21 votes to 20 votes, with one 
abstention. 
The Chepstow and I voted against the proposed preferred strategy 
(the Deposit stage) for reasons given in our contributions. 
This finalised RLDP Deposit Plan will now go to public consultation 
before being submitted to Welsh Government for approval. 
This is the final round of public consultation on this plan, which the 
Cabinet Member indicated will start in November. It is anticipated 
that there will be both online and physical drop-in opportunities to 
provide your views and feedback. 
 

It is recommended that you register yourself on the County 
Councilôs RLDP database, so that you will be alerted when that 
next phase of public consultation starts. You can do that by email-
ing planningpolicy@monmouthshire.gov.uk  
 

The 6-week consultation will take place between the 4th of Novem-
ber to the 16th of December. 
 Monmouthshire County Council have indicated that a number of 
community and stakeholder engagement events (ódrop-in sessionsô) 
are being held throughout the County during the consultation 
period, listed below, where local communities can speak to a plan-
ning officer about the consultation documents. Two virtual engage-
ment events (Microsoft Teams live events) will also take place 
during the consultation period, whereby officers will present the 
Deposit RLDP and respond to questions. Further details of these 
events can be viewed on the Councilôs website via the following link 
as well as the consultation: 
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/rldp-consultation-2024/ 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5742&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5742&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C318342c31eaa49d2ba7408dcf9fdfa1f%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
mailto:planningpolicy@monmouthshire.gov.uk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frldp-consultation-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C8a1012268c84428752fb08dcfcbb7ee2%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0%7C0%7C6386631294
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MCC is also holding a virtual engagement event for Town and Com-
munity Councils on Tuesday 5th November 6pm-7.30pm and would 
encourage town and community council representatives to attend 
this session. 
However, for your response to be fully recorded, attending 
a session should be as well as submitting a response to the 
consultation not instead of doing so. 
 

Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 2nd  
December 2024 at 7:00pm by public meeting in 
Shirenewton Recreation Hall or remotely  
Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council E-mail:  
shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com     Mobile: 07410 580961 

Venue Date Time 

Raglan Old Church School Com-
munity Centre, Chepstow Road, 
Raglan 

Tuesday 12th 
November 2024 

2pm ï 7pm 

Virtual Engagement Event Wednesday 13th 2pm ï 

Abergavenny Market Hall, Cross Thursday 14th 2pm ï 7pm 

Usk Community Hub, Maryport Monday 18th 2pm ï 7pm 

Palmer Centre, High Street, Thursday 21st 2pm ï 7pm 

Shire Hall, Agincourt Square, Monday 25th 2pm ï 7pm 

Magor Baptist Chapel, The 
Square, Magor 

Wednesday 27th 
November 2024 

2pm ï 7pm 

Portskewett Recreational Hall, Friday 29th No-2pm ï 7pm 

Goytre Village Hall, Newton 
Road, Penperlleni 

Monday 2nd De-
cember 2024 

2pm ï 7pm 

Caldicot Town Council Building, Wednesday 4th 2pm ï 7pm 

Virtual Engagement Event Monday 9th De-
cember 2024 

6pm ï 
7.30pm 

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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FOR THE REGISTERS 

 

The funeral of Wendy Siobhan Eyles (28th April 1969 ï 31st 
October 2024) was held at St Thomas § Becket Church  on 
Saturday 16th November 2024. The Reverend Zoe Pimentel 
officiated.  

 
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE AT EARLSWOOD VALLEY  
CHAPELï THE OLDEST METHODIST CHAPEL IN WALES 

Built in 1791 
 

Carols at 3 p.m. on Sunday 15th December 
Refreshmentsðtea, coffee, mince pies, sandwiches etc 

 
CAROLS AT HOPE CHAPEL EARLSWOOD 
On Sunday 22nd December at 3 p.m. 

followed by refreshments 
 

All Are Welcome 
 

 
FRIENDS OF ST PETERôS NEWCHURCH 

 
Diary Dates 2024 
 
 

15th Dec, 4.30pm         Christingle  Service  St Peterôs Church 
 

24th Dec, 4.30pm Christmas Carol Service    St Peterôs Church  
 

25th Dec, 10am        Christmas Day Service  St Peterôs Church  

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in November: 

 1.  Roy Raikes-May  2.  Clare John 
 
    3. Jamie Williamson 
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VILLAGE CURRY NIGHTS 
 

Hello all, The Village Curry nights are back! 
 

Due to popular demand the village curry nights will be reinstated 
from September. As a reminder, they happen as follows: The Mens 
curry night is on the penultimate Thursday evening in the month 
and the Ladies on the last Thursday evening in the month. So, for 
September, these dates are Thursday 19th (Mens) and Thursday 
26th (Ladies). So, please save the date. 
 

The format is, as always, a simple buffet featuring three different 
curries, rice and nans, costing Ã20 per person.  
 

This is a great opportunity to catch up with neighbours and friends 
and meet others in the village you may **not** normally meet. 
Name badges are provided so you know who you are talking with. 
Please comment below (or contact us via FB messenger or via our 
WhatsApp number 07418 046919) to tell us you are coming so we 
know approximate numbers.  
 

BTW: We, the Sultan, are posting this as David Cornwell who previ-
ously organised these nights has handed over the organisation to 
us! 
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Our October talk was entitled óThe Common Place Book of John 
Gwinô the speaker for the evening was Dr Tony Hopkins.  This book 
has survived for 350 years and now is kept in the Gwent Archives. 
It records the life of John Gwin, who lived in Llangwm, it records 
his familyôs births and deaths, his daily record of planting crops, 
orchards, including recipes for all sorts of medical/veterinary 
ailments.  An amazing book! 
 

Our November meeting will be a talk entitled óA Famous Shipwreckô, 
given by Keith Tayton.  
 

We will be visiting the Gwent Archives on Tuesday, 26th November 
 

We have a number of meetings and events over the Christmas 
period, we will be visiting Itton Church, Naylor Firth will be giving a 
talk on the Curre Family, combined with mulled wine and mince 
pies, everyone welcome. 
 

As is our tradition we will be walking up to Grey Hill on Friday, 27th 
December, to see the sun rise (8.10am) on the Winter Solstice and 
will be rushing back to the Church Room to have our well deserved 
breakfast.  Everyone welcome for breakfast, even if you did not 
climb Grey Hill.  Please let me know by the 14th December if you 
would like breakfast. 
 

Dates for your diary 
Date 2024  Speaker   Title 
Tues 26th Nov Keith Tayton  A Famous Shipwreck 
Tues 10th Dec Dr Naylor Firth  Itton Church (The Curre 
       Family) 
Fri 27th Dec      Winter Solstice walk and 2
       breakfast  
2025 
Tues 28th Jan Dr Lyn Davies  Chepstow Roman Crossing 
Tues 25th Feb Peter Strong  Annual Dinner 
Tues 25th Mar Ned Heywood  Potlets to Plaques with the 
       odd Pub in Between 
 

Our meetings are held at the Church Room, unless otherwise 
stated, we start at 7.30pm and everyone is welcome. 
 

Our visit to Itton Church will be at 7.00pm 
 

Breakfast will be served at 9.00am on the 27th December, please 
contact me if you wish to have breakfast. 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  
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HELP NEEDED 
 

Would you be able to help us maintain one of the oldest 
buildings in Shirenewton? 
 

We have a small and dedicated group of volunteers, working 
in pairs, who spend a few hours, three times each year, to 
keep the Church and the Church Room clean. 
 

Our group has reduced in number during this year, which of 
course increases the frequency of cleaning for those of us 
remaining. Therefore, we would all be very grateful to hear 
from any new volunteers, both pairs and individuals, who feel 
they would like to contribute to maintaining our church in this 
way. 
 
Please contact Mark Broughton at 
mark_broughton@btopenworld.com 

  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
 

mailto:mark_broughton@btopenworld.com
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Advent Courses 

 
Tuesday Daytime 
 

2.45pm at Collingwood, Chapel Lane, Pwllmeyric 
 

An advent course based on the life of St Francis of Assissi.   
 
Commences on Tuesday 19th November.   
 
Contact Carol Stoker for more information on 07380 992494, 
or Hilary Hillier on starvanshchurchnews@btinternet.com 
 

 

Tuesday evening 
 
7:30pm at St. Christophers, Bulwark 
 

Fr Chris Blanchard will be running a new Meditation course 
that will be the second ever to be run in the UK!  
 

All are welcome to either or both of these courses. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:starvanshchurchnews@btinternet.com
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Shirenewton W.I.  
Christmas Crafts  

 
Mid November and for many of us our minds turn to Christ-
mas and all it entails. So, we are very grateful that we have, 
amongst our members, some very talented ócraftersô who can 
help us on our way.  
Diana Such skilfully showed us how to make these delightful 
felt woven baskets which can be filled with sweets to make 
lovely Christmas tree decorations. We all enjoyed a thorough-
ly sociable well-attended evening and we left the meeting 

with a real sense of achievement as we 
took our hand-made decorations home.  
We are very grateful to Diana, not only 
for her time and patience on the even-
ing, but also for her generosity in provid-
ing us with all the materials. 
                           Jackie Broughton 
 

 
Our next meeting will be our Christmas meal on 
Wednesday 11th December, 7pm for 7.15 pm at the 
Huntsman Hotel.  
 

Our 2025 programme starts on Thursday 9th January at 
7.15pm at Shirenewton Recreation Hall with a talk 
by Life Coach Lin Marsh titled óNew Year, New You: 
how a Life Coach can help you achieve thisô. The 
perfect start to 2025. 
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Nerysõs Natty Nosh 
 

Traditional Christmas Cake Recipe. 
This rich, fruity Christmas cake is 
best made a few weeks ahead, so 
you can ñfeedò it with brandy to 
deepen the flavour. 
 

Ingredients 
Cake: 
Å 225g currants 
Å 225g sultanas 
Å 225g raisins 
Å 175g glace cherries, chopped 

Å 175g dried apricots, chopped 
Å 50g ground almonds 
Å 275g plain flour 
Å 1/2 tsp mixed spice 
Å 1/2 tsp cinnamon 
Å 225g butter or margarine, softened 
Å 225g dark brown sugar 
Å 4 large eggs 
Å Zest of 1 lemon and 1 orange 
Å 1 tbsp black treacle 
Å 4 tbsp brandy (plus extra for feeding) 

Decoration (optional): 
Å Marzipan 
Å Royal or fondant icing 
Å Silver balls or festive decorations 
 
Method 
1. Soak the Fruit: Place currants, sultanas, raisins, cher-
ries, and apricots in a bowl. Add 4 tbsp brandy, cover, and 
leave overnight. 
2. Prepare the Tin: Preheat oven to 140ÁC (fan 120ÁC). 
Grease and line a deep 20cm round cake tin with double 
baking parchment. 
3. Mix Dry Ingredients: Combine flour, spices, and almonds 
in a bowl. 
4. Cream Butter and Sugar: Beat until pale and fluffy. 
Gradually add eggs, then stir in treacle and zest. 
5. Combine: Fold in dry ingredients, soaked fruit, and any  
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remaining brandy. 
6. Bake: Spoon mixture into the tin, level the top, and 
bake for 4-4İ hours. Cover with foil if it browns too quick-
ly. 
7. Cool and Feed: Cool in the tin, then remove and poke 
holes with a skewer. Drizzle with brandy, wrap in parch-
ment and foil. 
8. Store and Feed Weekly until ready to decorate. 
 

Decoration (optional): 
A few days before Christmas, cover with marzipan, let set, 
then ice and decorate. My family prefer a cake covered in 
marzipan and nuts. 
Start early for the best flavour!  
 

Christmas chocolate pudding 
bowl cake.  
 

Ingredients 
For the Chocolate Cake: 
Å 200g caster sugar 
Å 200g self-raising flour 
Å 4 large eggs, beaten 
Å 200g unsalted butter, softened 
Å 50g cocoa powder 
Å 1 tsp baking powder 
Å 1 tsp vanilla extract 

Å 60ml milk (if needed, to adjust consistency) 
For the Chocolate Buttercream: 
Å 100g unsalted butter, softened 
Å 200g icing sugar 
Å 30g cocoa powder 
Å 2-3 tbsp milk 
Å 1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
To Decorate: 
Å 1 large bag of Maltesers (about 150-200g) 
Method 
1. Preheat your oven to 160ÁC (fan) or 180ÁC 
(conventional). 
2. Grease a pudding basin (about 1.5-2 litre capacity) with 
butter and line the bottom with a round of baking paper. 
3. In a large bowl, cream together the softened butter and 
caster sugar until pale and fluffy. 
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4. Gradually add the beaten eggs. Add the vanilla extract. 
5. Sift in the flour, cocoa powder, and baking powder, then 
gently fold the dry ingredients into the wet mixture until 
just combined. If the batter seems too thick, add a little 
milk to reach a soft dropping consistency. 
6. Spoon the batter into the prepared pudding basin and 
level the top. 
7. Bake in the middle of the oven for 1 hour, or until a 
skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. If the top 
starts to brown too quickly, cover it with a piece of foil. 
8. Allow the cake to cool in the basin for about 15 minutes, 
then turn it out onto a wire rack to cool completely. 
9. Make the Chocolate Buttercream 
In a mixing bowl, beat the softened butter until smooth. 
Sift in the icing sugar and cocoa powder, then add the va-
nilla extract. Mix well. 
Gradually add milk, a tablespoon at a time, until the but-
tercream is smooth and spreadable. 
10. Decorate the Cake 
Once the cake is completely cool, spread a generous layer 
of chocolate buttercream over the top and sides. 
Press Maltesers into the buttercream, arranging them to 
cover the entire surface, or create a pattern if you prefer.  
 
As I share my final recipe with you, I want to express my 
heartfelt gratitude for all the lovely comments and support 
youôve given me. I wish you a Merry Christmas and a New 
Year filled with happiness and delicious memories.  
 
Gyda cariad Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd dda. 
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