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SHIRENEWTON CHURCH FETE 
 

The Wardens and church members would like to thank everyone 
who braved the unreliable weather and came along to the Shire-
newton Church Fete and helped make it a successful afternoon. 
The fete is the principal fund-raising event of the year for Shire- 
newton church and helps provide the income to maintain the condi-
tion of our beautiful historic church for all to enjoy at the heart of 
village life.   
 

Our special thanks again this year go to Janet Horton and Seirian 
Orrell, who planned, co-ordinated and organised the day, and to 
Jane Eickhoff who once again acted as the key link with the school 
and facilitated the active participation of the children.    
 

And to the loyal teams of marquee erectors and dismantlers and 
those who volunteered to run stalls and activities, provided much 
appreciated refreshments and managed essential logistics such as 
car parking in challenging conditions, thank you! 
 

However, both Janet and Seirian after many years in their roles as 
joint fete organisers have indicated that they would like now to pass 
the baton over and take a step back.  WE ARE MAKING AN URGENT 
CALL FOR A VOLUNTEER OR A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS TO TAKE 
ON THE ROLE OF FETE CO-ORDINATORS.  Janet and Seirian would 
of course be happy to discuss what is involved, to hand over docu-
mentation and templates to allow others to seamlessly take on the 
role and will be on hand to provide advice if needed.   
 

If you enjoyed the fete and would like to see it continue next year, 
please do consider volunteering, so that a popular and much-loved 
village event keeps going, (and of course also provides essential 
funds for the upkeep of your village church).  We have only recently 
had an inspection by a church architect, who has indicated several 
parts of the church are affected by the ravages of time and weather 
and where costly specialist repair will need to be scheduled over the 
next 5 years.  The income from the fete is vital to provide the funds 
for such work. 
 

We would ask all in the village to consider if this is something they 
could volunteer to take on.  Please contact Janet in the first  
instance for an informal chat on 641783, or email  
shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 

mailto:shirenewtonfete@gmail.com
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VILLAGE CURRY NIGHTS 
 

The Village Curry Nights will take a pause for July and 
August and possibly September because so many people in 
the village will be away on holiday. 
  

David Cornwell 

 

ME AND MY DOG 
 

I wandered down the well-known path 
Rejoicing in fresh air and then 
I caught myself in solemn mood 
How I miss my dog and friend.  

 

I followed  through the gate and mused 
On happier days, the times weôd spend 
In playing pointless games together 
How I miss my dog and friend.  

 

I walked beside the friendly brook 
And saw his face in every bend  
His wagging tail and knowing look 
How I miss my dog and friend  

 

As I wandered home once more 
How I missed my dog and friend 
But now I look to friendships new  

As poem and dog both reach their end.  
 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in June: 

 1.  Jean Jones   2.  Cheryl Lloyd 
 
    3. Roy Raikes-May 
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REPORT ON THE FETE 
 

A big thank you to the fete organising team led by Janet Horton, 
Seirian Orrell and Jane Eickhoff. They pulled off a magnificent fete 
for the village once again in spite of the weather and everyone had 
a splendid time. From the setting up party under Dave Cornwell to 
the striking down party (also under Dave Cornwell) volunteers 
pulled their weight and made a great success of the day. The fete 
was opened by the stilt-walking tennis-player Harry who kept the 
kids entertained for most of the afternoon, and Adam Richards the 
magician who filled in the gaps. John and Wendyôs dog show, welly
-wanging, axe throwing, skittles, coconut shy, the plant stall, 
Gwent Wildlife Trust, the Pimms stall, the beer tent, the burger 
stall, elderflower and lemonade, WI teas, face painter (thanks! Em-
ma), Fair Trade, Shirenewton Local History Society, the Coast 
Guard (thanks to Rhiannon Miller!), cake stall, bottle stall, Mike 
Penneyôs Morgan, Widders Border Morris Side, the Tudor Connec-
tion musicians, the Wi-Fi providers Countryside Connections, Andy 
Orrell on the public address system, the Art club, the Scouts second
-hand books, games and videos stall.  There was something for 
everyone and all ages.  Many thanks to the school who organised 
the bins and the posters and the parade and offered last minute 
parking. And those behind the scenes in trying conditions (e.g. 
Keith Holden and John Burroughs and the car parking team). And 
to everyone who came and supported, led by Zoe and Barney and 
Finwe, Thank You. 
  

There are montages of photographs taken on the day on pages 30-
35 of this magazine which show everyone having fun and enjoying 
the day. It is thought that the fete made about Ã3,000 for Shire-
newton Church.   
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3rd June 
2024.  

 

Planning applications considered 
 

DM/2024/00626  - 1st floor bedroom extension at Beech 
Grove, Argoed Road, Earlswood  
 

Beech Grove is a 4 bed detached house with a double-
garage. The proposal is to link the first floor to an additional 
bedroom to be formed in the roof of the garage, with its en 
suite in the link at first floor level. Although not shown in 
detail there would also be a link at ground level presumably 
to enable covered access to the garage. The link is fully 
glazed to the north west elevation  
 

The applicant adds that he had consent under ref M11119 
in 2004/5 which has lapsed. The present application is a 
repeat. No detail of finish or materials is given. The 2005 
planning consent stipulated that the materials and finishes 
of the walls and roofs should be the same as existing. The 
record also shows consents in 2002 and 2003 for a first 
floor extension to add bedrooms and for the double garage. 

 

Recommendation: No objection and a request to MCC to 
add the previous condition regarding materials and finishes, 
was unanimously agreed by Cllrs.  
 

DM/2024/00643 -  Dormer conversion with ground & 
first floor extension &  
DM/2024/00643 -  Front dormers removed from pro-
posed plans, and replaced with roof lights at  Willowbrae,  8 
Orchard Rise, Shirenewton, NP16 6AY 

 

Willowbrae sits at the top end of Orchard Rise. It comprises a 
1İ storey detached house providing 2 bedrooms in the loft and 
a further bedroom on the ground floor. The proposal is to 
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extend the kitchen diner outwards at the rear with a further 
bedroom over. This will require a gable from the existing 
roof.  The ridge line of the gable appears slightly lower than 
that of the main roof. The new bedroom has a wide balcony 
overlooking the garden and field beyond.  
 

The additional floor area provided is not totaled up but at 
some 120 m2 against 102 m2 appears not to exceed an  
additional 30% of the existing floorspace. Materials and  
colours are not given in detail, stating only there will be 
slate tiles, white render and composite cladding. 
 

Councillors wished requesting clarification of the materials 
and colours or a condition requiring these to be the same as 
existing.  
 

Recommendation: No objection to both was unanimously 
agreed by Cllrs. 
 
DM/2024/00651 Resurfacing of an existing forestry car 
park with EcoGrid permeable ground reinforcement plastic 
grids - 500M South from the 3-way junction at Pen-y-cae-
mawr  
 

Councillors may know of this car park by the top of road up 
from Parc Seymour through Wentwood Forest. The surface 
is rough and partly overgrown though in regular use by  
forest walkers. 
 

The Ecogrid system comprises 33cm square blocks of re- 
cycled polyethylene. Councillors may wish to consider 
whether the car park is in need of extension as it can be full 
at popular times. 

 

Recommendation: No objection and a comment ócan a better 
non plastic biodegradable, environmentally friendly alternative/
solution be soughtô was unanimously agreed by Cllrs. 
 

DM/2024/00390 Retention and completion of boundary wall/
fence at Hillside House Usk Road 
 

Councillors will recall this retrospective application for the block 
wall alongside the Usk Road.  SCC had no objection, provided 
the colouring of the proposed boarding blends with the  
surrounding countryside.  Highways had no objection as the 
wall is not constructed on any part of the highway.  

 

An amended plan changes propose boarding to the wall 
from 225mm stained boards with 100mm gaps to 50mm 
stained boards with 10mm gaps.  
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Whilst the applicant proposes a crevice bat box on the west 
side of the property and a swift nesting cup of woodcrete 
construction on the east, along with new low level low 
wattage external lights on a PIR timed switch The MCC bio-
diversity officer notes originally there had been a hedge 
and possibly a tree or two and thus recommends replace-
ment planting and/or boxes suitable for use by common 
garden bird species, with locations of planting/boxes shown 
on a plan.  
 

Recommendation : No objection and the recommenda-
tion of the biodiversity officer should be included as a con-
dition was unanimously agreed by Cllrs. 

 
Councilor Vacancy ï there is 1 vacancy currently advertised on 
the website & noticeboards. 
 

Church Clock update: Smiths reported they are unable to do a 
like for like replacement of the clock. Communication has been 
received from PCC, and consultation with the community needs 
to be considered. 
 

Trampoline Park drainage update ï MCC have confirmed they 
will attend after they have completed their current installation 
 

Audit Notice of Electors rights  ï Approved for display on website 
and notice boards. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Cllr Louise Brown reported:  
 

Performance and Overview Committee 14th of May 2024 
 

The Performance and Overview Committee covered reports on 
Additional Learning Provision and Supporting Vulnerable  
Learners. The reports can be found at the following link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=305&MId=5847 
  

Cabinet 15th of May 2024 
 

The Cabinet  reports confirmed the proposed adoption of 
the Local Transport Policy and the  Climate Emergency 
Strategy. As well as a report on the use of section 106 
monies from housing developments but not any  impacting 
our local ward. In addition, a proposal for the Green -
fingers site in the grounds of the Melville Centre for the  
Arts in Abergavenny to develop a community gardening 
project. The reports can be found at the following  

 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D305%26MId%3D5847&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D305%26MId%3D5847&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=144&MId=5748 
         
County Council  16th of May 2024 
 

As it was the start of this Council year, the County Council covered 
reports on the appointments to committees and outside organisa-
tions, together with a number of questions asked. The reports can 
be found at the following link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5747 
 
20mph Consultation 
 

The Head of Highways has indicated as follows (in quote 
marks and italics): 
 

ñIf residents want to contact Monmouthshire County Council  
regarding the Welsh Government announcement (WG Press  
Release) that they will be revising the guidance on which local 
roads can be made exempt from 20mph they can do so 
here  https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-
default-20mph-speed-limit/ Welsh Government are keen to hear 
from residents which streets they think should be reverted back to 
30mph.  
We need residents to submit their suggestions (along with valid 
reasons) for why a road should be made exempt from the 20mph 
national speed limit in Wales via an online form which we have  
developed, this can be accessed via this link https://
www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-20mph-
speed-limit   
We will log their feedback and review it once the new exceptions 
guidance is available from the Welsh Government. We expect to 
receive this guidance by the summer. Current guidance on setting 
exceptions to the 20mph speed limit can be found here https://
www.gov.wales/setting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-
restricted-roads-html  
 

If their feedback/suggestion relates to a Trunk Road, these are not 
the responsibility of Local Authorities, they can  email Trunk-
Roads20mph@gov.wales  More information on Trunk Roads is 
available on Datamap Wales. 
We wonôt be logging any general comments about the 20mph  
National Policy, as this is a matter for the Welsh Government and 
Welsh Government Ministers.  
To ensure the team are not diverted from our main priority,  
keeping our highways safe, we will not be providing individual  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D5748&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D5748&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5747&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5747&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C0009a2efd1b040150e9008dc7ff05a8e%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fwelsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fwelsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fwelsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fwelsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fwelsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsetting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads-html&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8e
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsetting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads-html&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8e
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsetting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads-html&data=05%7C02%7CLouiseBrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ca5f4607d6ebe440b665208dc6adbca9c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8e
mailto:TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales
mailto:TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales


       15 

 

responses to 20mph enquiries.ò 
 

Local Note on 20mph Consultation 
 

In our area, 20mph zones were made in the villages of Mathern, 
Pwllmeyric, Shirenewton and Mynyddbach in the Shirenewton 
Ward, which were supported by the local residents. 
The 30mph on the Pwllmeyric Hill is not listed as part of the excep-
tions to the 20mph default speed limit as it was made by a sepa-
rate traffic order and is therefore not part of this W review at a  
local authority level of 20mph default speed limits.  
It is useful to note that the 20mph on the A48 into Chepstow town 
from the High Beech roundabout is a trunk road.   
Any comments on trunk roads should be sent by email to   
TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales 
 

The link for any responses can be found here which should not be 
sent to MCC Highways: 
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-
20mph-speed-limit/ 
 

The Welsh Government have already published a report in May 
2024 on the 20mph default  exceptions, but the findings of that 
report will feed into the development of the Welsh Government  
new exceptions guidance, which will be published in July 2024. 
https://www.gov.wales/20mph-default-speed-limit-review-
exceptions-final-report 

 
Dates of the next meetings ï Monday 1st July 2024 at 
7.00pm - can be attended in person at the Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall or remotely via Microsoft Teams (a link will 
be provided on emailing the Clerk), with prior notice. 

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council E-mail:  
shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com  

Mobile: 07410 580961 

 
 
 
 

mailto:TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit/
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2F20mph-default-speed-limit-review-exceptions-final-report&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ce69bea80913e4c567c2908dc7ff48b33%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2F20mph-default-speed-limit-review-exceptions-final-report&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ce69bea80913e4c567c2908dc7ff48b33%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%
http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CYNTHIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90 years young on 22
nd
 May! 

Sunday 28th July 

3.00 p.m. Your Pet is One of your Family 

Come to  Penycaemawr and join us in a whole 
new experience!  
 

Come and enjoy our special óPet Blessing Serviceô - a wonder-
ful opportunity to bring your dearly loved pets - whatever the 
animals to receive Godôs blessing.   
 

Set in beautiful surroundings with stunning 
views across the Usk Valley and of  
Twmbarlwm Mountain and the Sugar Loaf. 

 
At  Penycaemawr Methodist Chapel, NP15 1ND 

Pet Blessing Service 



 
      20 

 

 



       21 

 

 



 
      22 

 

 



       23 

 

 

 
FRIENDS OF ST PETERôS NEWCHURCH 

 
Diary Dates 2024 
 
21st Sept, 7pm               Harvest Supper      Church Farm 
 

15th Dec, 4.30pm         Christingle  Service  St Peterôs Church 
 

24th Dec, 4.30pm Christmas Carol Service    St Peterôs Church  
 

25th Dec, 10am        Christmas Day Service  St Peterôs Church  
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You will note in the .Dates for your Diary, we have started our  
archive meetings once again, meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, everyone welcome.  The Archive includes maps, documents, 
photograph sand quite a large collection of local interest books. Iôm 
sure there is something of interest there for everyone.  
 

Dates for your diary 
2024 
 

25th June  Roman Houses XXVI & XXVII  Mark Lewis 
   in Caerwent 
3rd July  Visit to Mounton House   Helena Garrish 
   Garden 
10th July  2 p.m. Archive Meeting, Church Room 
30th July  Oliver Cromwell    Prof Hutton 
 

 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  
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  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
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