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Philip Nicholas Moles (1962-2024)   
Landlord of the Huntsman Inn, Shirenewton, Monmouthshire 

 

On 12 July 2024 after a short illness in hospital and sepsis, Phil 
Moles, Landlord of the Huntsman pub in Shirenewton, Monmouth-
shire, died at the age of 62.  Phil was a ólarger than lifeô character 
and a great loss to the village. Phil and family moved from Essex to 
Shirenewton nearly 40 years ago and during that time have made 
an enormous contribution to the life of the village as Landlord of the 
Huntsman pub, which has been the location for so many village and 
county occasions, and in other aspects of village life and in the 
many functions around the county particularly with the Hog Roasts 
at major events and gatherings, and internal and external catering 
with his sister Lucy.  Phil was a Master Butcher by trade but had so 
many other skills and worked so hard and diligently to improve 
those skills and take leading roles in the many organisations in 
which he was involved.   
 

Regulars at the Huntsman will say óPhil saw us through COVIDô and 
he did.  At one of the most historically difficult times in our history, 
in 2020 and 2021, when no one was allowed to meet each other or 
to stand any nearer than 2 metres apart, and even then only on 
permitted activities, or to travel outside the village other than to a 
supermarket for food, Phil managed to keep what was then the only 
pub in the village going through the legal exemptions permissible 
for take away food and drink and strict adherence to the rules. Phil  
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was great company and very knowledgeable and intelligent, and 
very balanced in his views, and he had great humour. His ócheeky 
grinô would spread and he could turn any conversation into a real 
laugh and it was never directed at anyone or negative but clever 
wit, generous, and real entertainment. 
 

On Tuesday 13 August 2024 it seemed like the whole village had 
turned out to Phil Molesôs funeral which was held at Itton Church 
(the Huntsman Inn is just inside Itton Parish). Over 100 people 
stood outside the full church and heard the service, conducted by 
the Reverend John Waters, over the loudspeaker. People came 
from all over ï from Wales and England and from different aspects 
of Philôs life and work, from villagers and locals at Philôs pub to 
County Magistrates and the Welsh Senydd Member for Monmouth-
shire (Peter Fox MS). The same happened at Langstone 
Crematorium with nearly the same number outside.  The Wake was 
held at the Huntsman with many extra marquees and spaces 
around the Shed to accommodate the guests and with parking in 
two extra fields below the pub. It was a great testament to Phil and 
to the hundreds that knew him and appreciated him from different 
walks of life. 
 

To give an idea of Philôs life óbeyond the barô an extract is enclosed 
from one of the two eulogies given at Itton Church.  The following 
extract is from the Eulogy given by Richard Elmes (with his kind 
consent). 
 

Philip Nicholas Moles born 18th of November 1962, known to all as 
Phil moved to the Huntsman in Shirenewton nearly 40 years ago in 
1986 with his then wife Jane. In 1988 Phil and Jane had their first 
child, Pippa, in 1989 then James came along, then Charlie in 1990 
in and Harriet in 1992. In 2002 Phil met Alison and they were 
married in 2004 and young Sam came along in 2006. 
 

We had lovely holidays with Phil, Alison and Sam in both Lanzarote 
and Dubai. Phil absolutely loved the island of Lanzarote and partic-
ularly enjoyed his scuba diving there. Phil achieved the distinction 
and qualification of Master Diver Deep Water. Phil also achieved his 
qualification as a Powerboat 2 driver.  
 

In 2012 Phil was accepted as one of Her Majestyôs Justices of the 
Peace (JP).  Phil was part of the Gwent Bench leadership team as a 
Deputy Bench Chair supporting 145 magistrates. Phil was the Chair 
for the South Wales Training and Appraisers Committee and was 
the Chair when sitting with magistrates in adult crime courts and 
family courts. Phil was a Mentor mentoring new magistrates in their 
first year and was an appraiser assessing competence of  
magistrates.  
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Phil was a member of the Gwent Drugs Rehabilitation Review  
Panel, monitoring progress of defendants sentenced for drug  
offences. Phil Moles is described by Mr. Peter McLoughlin JP Chair-
man of the Magistrates Bench, as:-ñAn influential and important 
member of Gwent magistrates who will be sorely missed by every-
one who had the pleasure of sitting with him in courtò.  
 

During Covid, Phil opened the hotel up as a halfway house for 
young offenders and his mantra was ñwhen they come here they 
come with a clean slate and we wonôt judge themò 
 

Phil decided to complete his law degree via the Open University 
and it was not unusual to go into the pub before it opened and see 
Phil sitting on the customer side of the bar with his laptop open 
sorting out his coursework. Phil went on to attain a 2.1 law degree 
in 2018.  
 

Phil was instrumental in raising funds for charity in excess of 
Ã100,000 through his Shire Fest music festivals and ensuring defib-
rillators came to Shirenewton and were properly maintained.  
 

Phil leaves behind him: his wife Alison and their son Sam; his sister 
Lucy and her partner Huw; and his children Pippa, James, Charles, 
and Harriet and their partners and four grandchildren; and those 
who have gone before him are Tony and Cynthia his parents and 
Stuart his brotherô. 
 
 
 
 

HARVEST FESTIVALS 
 

Gilgal non-conformist chapel, near Llanvaches 
Sunday 1st September at 3 p.m. 

with refreshments 
 

Earlswood Valley Methodists chapel 
Sunday 29th September at 3 p.m. 

 
óHopeô Methodists 

Sunday 6th October at 3 p.m. 
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 VILLAGE CURRY NIGHTS 
 

Hello all, The Village Curry nights are back! 
 

Due to popular demand the village curry nights will be reinstated 
from September. As a reminder, they happen as follows: The Mens 
curry night is on the penultimate Thursday evening in the month 
and the Ladies on the last Thursday evening in the month. So, for 
September, these dates are Thursday 19th (Mens) and Thursday 
26th (Ladies). So, please save the date. 
 

The format is, as always, a simple buffet featuring three different 
curries, rice and nans, costing Ã20 per person.  
 

This is a great opportunity to catch up with neighbours and friends 
and meet others in the village you may **not** normally meet. 
Name badges are provided so you know who you are talking with. 
Please comment below (or contact us via FB messenger or via our 
WhatsApp number 07418 046919) to tell us you are coming so we 
know approximate numbers.  
 

BTW: We, the Sultan, are posting this as David Cornwell who pre-
viously organised these nights has handed over the organisation to 
us! 
 

COMMUNITY CLOCK REPAIR 
 

Firstly, many thanks to those who took the time to respond to the 
Community Council request for feedback on the repairs necessary 
to the church clock.  
 

The feedback received to date has been limited, of the 160 house-
holds in Shirenewton and 131 households in Mynnyddbach we re-
ceived only 14 responses. The responses have been fairly, equally 
split on whether the clock should be repaired or not. Some views 
have also been expressed that any repairs that are undertaken 
should not be done by utilising Community Council reserve funds. 
 

The Community Council has discussed the responses in depth and 
based on the number of responses and feedback it is clear that we 
do not have the remit of our community to commit community 
funding for any repairs other than by way of small grants.  
 

Therefore, if the clock is to be repaired, this will need to be funded 
by community led fundraising efforts. If anyone would like to take 
on the role of fundraising coordinator, please get in touch and the 
Community Council can pass over the contact details for the repair 
company as appropriate.  
 

Many thanks.  Shirenewton Community Council  
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 1st July 
2024.  

 

Planning applications considered 
 

DM/2024/00555/558  The Old Rectory, Crick Rd 
Shirenewton, NP16 6RQï Listed building consent/
vehicular access ï Application on hold.  
 

DM/2024/00769 Woodland View, Old Rad, Pen y Cae 
Mawr, NP15 1LX- Proposed new outbuilding, garden store 
and garage. -Application withdrawn  
 

DM/2023/01016 Former Whitemill Welsh Water 
Works, Usk Rd, Shirenewton, NP16 6BU- Appeal 
against Refusal of Planning permission ï Part conversion 
Part development of buildings to create 3 no dwelling hous-
es (use - class C3) with associated parking and landscaping.  
 

Councillors objected to the original application in August last 
year as follows. 
  

SCC strongly objects to this application. The existing build-
ings are an intrusion into the Wye Valley ANOB and as they 
are clearly no longer in use and, having no architectural 
merit, should be demolished and the land restored to its 
original woodland state.  
SCC requests a copy of the planning consent or certificate 
authorising the original construction to ascertain what con-
ditions were imposed.  
 

Were MCC nevertheless to contemplate the grant of plan-
ning consent SCC further objects for want of:  
1.   compliance with planning policies LC4 and H4 and par-
ticularly H4 e) and g). 
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2.   an assessment for alternative business use and justifi-
cation for residential use.  

3.   supporting documents including Design Statement and 
Reports on biodiversity and traffic impact.  

4.   detail on building dimensions, plot layouts, services, 
external colour finishes, thermal efficiency and heating, 
construction of roadway access, traffic safety.  

5.   the lack of outbuildings particularly garaging and house-
hold storage.  

6.   the lack of design reflecting Monmouthshire residential 
characteristics.   

 

MCC refused the application on the following 
grounds : 
1)   The proposed development represents an un-justified 
and un-sustainable form of development in the open 
countryside contrary to Planning Policy Wales 11 and 
Local Development Plan Policies S1, H4 and LC1 of the 
Monmouthshire Local Development Plan. 2) 

2)   Insufficient information has been submitted in support 
of the proposed development for the Local Planning Au-
thority to make an informed decision in relation to High-
way Safety in accordance with Local Development Plan 
Policy MV1 or fulfil its duties under the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 and Environment (Wales) Act 
2016  

 

Four residents objected, primarily on road safety grounds, 
and one neighbour supported the application. County Coun-
cillor LB strongly objected. Wye Valley OANB planning  
officer did not object in principle but sought more detail to 
reach an overall view.  
 

Recommendation : SCC fully supports MCC's refusal and 
the concerns expressed by local residents as to highway 
safety which is a serious issue on this very bendy section of 
the Usk Road, and therefore repeats all its previous objec-
tions to this planning application in the absence of any new 
detail or justification. 
 

SCC further repeats its request for a copy of the original 
planning consent or certification for the erection of the 
buildings as the conditions may require the buildings to be 
demolished and the site returned to its previous woodland 
state on disuse. Recommendation approved by Cllrs.  
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Councilor Vacancy ï there remains 1 vacancy currently adver-
tised on the website & noticeboards. 
 

Church Clock update: Consultation with the public continues.  
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Cllr Louise Brown reported: No County Council meetings have 
taken place due to the elections. 
 
Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 
5th August 2024 
 

Items for Discussion:  
 

Church Clock update: Cllrs discussed all options and noted 
that less than 1% of the community had expressed an opinion. 
Separate statement to be issued shortly.  
 

Cllr Vacancy, Absence.  A vacancy for Shirenewton & 
Mynnyddbach  is now being advertised. 
 

Earlswood field rental update ï Cllrs to relook at lease and 
price for rent, plus broader advertising, parish magazines in 
the locality, and notice boards.  
 

Parking at Mynyddbach Common land ï Discussed recent 
communication regarding parking on the common. It was not-
ed to request -  óPlease park with consideration to your envi-
ronment and your neighborsô to anyone in the local area, by 
putting out local notices, information.  
 

Crick Planter ï It has been reported the planter needs re-
placement, Cllrs agreed to replace. 
 

Cllr Butterworth ï Pleased to confirm the drainage for the 
Trampoline in the childrenôs play area has been completed by 
MCC. 
 
 
The Community Council have approved the following 
applications for Grants to Local Organisations 
 
The Council have approved local donations to the value of 
Ã1786.00 (one thousand, seven hundred and sixty pounds) 
and agreed payments would be made in September. 
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Organisation  Amount Project   Project Details Amount 
   Requested Total     Granted 
 

Shirenewton WI  Ã56  Ã56   Purchase screen Ã56 
         for talks (happy to 
         share with village) 
         (100%) 
Shirenewton Church Ã1,100 Ã3,200  Maintenance of  Ã1,000 
         Churchyard and 
         Grounds (30%) 
Shirenewton Church Ã80  Ã80   Purchase of  Ã80 
         Christmas tree and  
         Carols round tree 
         (100%) 
Shirenewton Recreation Ã500  Ã5,544  Roof repairs  Ã250 
Association        (9,25% approx.) 
         (quote provided) 
ShAMBLE   Ã100  Ã271   Printing of prom- Ã100 
         otional material,  
         Posters and maps 
         (37%) 
Earlswood & Newchurch Ã500  Ã5,088  To update and  Ã300 
War Memorial Hall       replace electrics 
         on the stage area 
         (10%) Quote supplied 
    Ã2,336 Ã14,239   Ã1,786 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Cllr Louise Brown reported: 
County Council 18th of July 2024 
 

The County Council meeting considered the medium-term financial 
strategy, the appointment of an Older Peopleôs Champion and the 
Chief Officer report for children and young people. The medium-
term financial strategy shows a base rate budget shortfall of Ã34.7 
m.  There were various motions and questions put forward. The 
reports can be found at the following link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5740 
 

People Scrutiny Committee on the 23rd of July 2024 
 

The above meeting considered the Care Inspectorate Wales inspec-
tion and the Home to School transport Policy. The reports and the 
meeting itself can be watched here. 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=304&MId=5816 
   

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5740&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5740&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D304%26MId%3D5816&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D304%26MId%3D5816&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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Special Place Scrutiny Committee on the 24th of July 2024 
 

The Committee considered the findings of a public consultation and 
site investigation surveys on the suitability of three pieces of Coun-
cil owned land - Langley Close, Magor; Bradbury Farm, Crick and 
Oakgrove, Portskewett (see Appendix 1) for possible development 
as Gypsy and Traveller sites and inclusion in the Councilôs Deposit 
Replacement Local Development plan.  
The reports and the meeting itself can be watched here: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=303&MId=6044 
 

Home to School Transport Consultation 
 

The Home to School transport consultation runs until mid-day on 
the 23rd of August 2024. The consultation should have been 
sent to parents of school children. It is consulting on 3 options. 
 

The Options  
 

Option 1 The reversion to the statutory distance of 2 miles for 
statutory aged primary learners attending their nearest suitable or 
catchment school. If this option is agreed, the council will stop 
providing free home to school transport for learners attending pri-
mary school who have an available walking route and live less than 
2 miles from their nearest suitable or catchment school. This will 
apply to those who currently receive free transport and any future 
applicants.  
 

Option 2 The reversion to the statutory distance of 3 miles for 
statutory aged secondary learners attending their nearest suitable 
or catchment school. If this option is agreed, the council will stop 
providing free home to school transport for learners aged 11 ï 16 
who have an available walking route and live less than 3 miles from 
their nearest suitable or catchment school. This will apply to those 
who currently receive free transport and any future applicants.  
 

Option 3 Where the council are unable to secure an affordable 
external operator, or if it is the best financial option, parents / 
guardians will be offered a personal transport budget to transport 
their children to and from school. This option will apply to all learn-
ers, including ALN learners.  
 

If you have questions about the Home to School consulta-
tion, you can attend a drop-in session to speak to officers. 
Drop-in sessions: 

¶ Thursday 1st August 9.30 ï 12pm Mayor Parlour, 
Abergavenny Town Hall 
 
 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D6044&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D6044&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5ee966e25d8e4d17d93f08dcb0a6bddc%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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¶ Thursday  1st August 2pm ï 4.30pm Usk Community 
Hub 

¶ Monday 5th August 2pm ï 4.30pm Monmouth Com-  

munity Hub 

¶ Thursday 8th August 9.30 ï 12pm Chepstow Com-  

munity Hub 
Thursday 8th August 2pm ï 4.30pm Caldicot Community 
Hub 
The feedback from the consultation will be presented to 
Cabinet on 11th September to determine if any of the  
options will be adopted for the 25-26 policy.  
 

The consultation was discussed at the People Committee on the 
23rd of July 2024 and the link for the consultation itself, can be 
found here: 
 

https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/home-to-school-transport-
consultation-2/ 
 
Date of the next meeting ï Monday 2nd September 2024 at 
7.00pm - can be attended in person at the Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall or remotely via Microsoft Teams (a link will 
be provided on emailing the Clerk), with prior notice. 
Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Contact the Clerk to the Community Council  
E-mail: shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com Mobile: 07410 580961 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fhome-to-school-transport-consultation-2%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C153af0caf8354263901a08dcb0aa29dd%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Fhome-to-school-transport-consultation-2%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C153af0caf8354263901a08dcb0aa29dd%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b6b7d5%7C0
http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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THE BELLS, THE BELLS 
 

This yearôs Annual Summer Ringing Tour was held over the week-
end of 28th ï 30th June around the N.Oxfordshire / S.Warwickshire 
border close to the Fosse Way. The Summer Tour is traditionally a 
weekend event headquartered around a campsite as base, allow-
ing more distant towers to be sampled than possible on a single 
day trip. The Tour starts on Friday late afternoon with just 3  
towers to visit and usually towers with lower numbers of bells to 
allow for stragglersô absences, however, an advanced party (Pip 
and Mike) headed out early Friday morning armed with oil cans of 
castor oil. We had been informed that one of the towers on  
Saturday (Ettington) had not been rung for some considerable 
time and, as on plain bearings, needed advanced oiling. This task 
completed we headed to our camp base at Burland House Farm 
just south of Oxhill and waited for others to appear. At 4 pm with 
more than sufficient number of ringers assembled we rang the 3 
bells of St Peter, Whatcote. By now the total complement of  
ringers, 18 in all, had assembled. The Shirenewton ringers were 
joined by Maddie Stanley, a past Shirenewton ringer now living in 
Bristol, Wendy Reilly and Jane Craddock from Rhymney, and  
Rebecca Utting a past ringer from Mathern now living near Ross. 
We then headed to Pillerton Hersey a delightful 5 and finally the 5 
bells at Oxhill. These proved to be an extreme challenge, as we 
later discovered they were also on plain bearings and had not been 
rung for a considerable time. Having finally raised them we man-
aged some fairly ragged ringing as each band tried to keep them 
raised ï a shame really as had we known in advance these could 
have also been oiled beforehand. We then headed back to camp to 
recover before walking from the farm back to Oxhill to enjoy the 
delights of The Peacock Inn. 
 

Saturday was the main Tour date with 10 towers organised. We 
started at Sutton under Brailes (5 bells) followed by Cherington 
(6), Honington (6), Tredington (6) then Ettington (4), which 
proved to be nice and easy to ring. The final tower of the morning 
housing the oldest bell of the day (4th c1400) was Halford (6) con-
veniently situated behind the Halford Bridge Inn, our lunch stop. 
After a leisurely lunch we headed down the Fosse Way to Shipston 
on Stour (6), then Tysoe (6), Shenington (6) then finally Brailes. St 
George, Brailes has the third heaviest 6 (29.2 cwt ï more than 5x 
the weight of the Shirenewton tenor) and we had been warned 
they were a challenge. However, compared to Oxhill they seemed 
fairly civilised and we manged a few doubles methods but kept our 
attempts at minor to just Plain Hunt. Back at camp nibbles and  
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drinks were consumed followed by an excellent BBQ to round off 
the day. 
 

For Sunday the original intention had been to join the ringers at 
Hook Norton to ring the reputed glorious 8, however, this being the 
5th Sunday of the month no service ringing was scheduled.  
However, we were invited to ring at nearby Wigginton, which had 
been an unringable 3 but now fully restored by Whites of Appleton 
and augmented to 6. The access is interesting as the spiral stair-
case arrives to the ringing room about 7 feet above the floor requir-
ing descent on a ladder. The ring is truly excellent and we managed 
the best ringing of the weekend including an excellent touch of 
Cambridge Minor. After we headed back to camp for breakfast, then 
we decamped and set off back to South Wales. In the evening held 
a post-Tour celebration courtesy of Jane and James Leney. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The ringers at Sutton under 
Brailes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
At the camp refectory 
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FRIENDS OF ST PETERôS NEWCHURCH 

 
Diary Dates 2024 
 
21st Sept, 7pm               Harvest Supper      Church Farm 
 

15th Dec, 4.30pm         Christingle  Service  St Peterôs Church 
 

24th Dec, 4.30pm Christmas Carol Service    St Peterôs Church  
 

25th Dec, 10am        Christmas Day Service  St Peterôs Church  

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in June: 

 1.  Angharad Thomas  2.  Jamie Williamson 
 
    3. Owen the Golden Retriever 
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Margaret and Chris Sturcke, regular members of the congregation at 
Shirenewton, celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary on 29th  
July.  We all enjoyed a slice of delicious chocolate cake with them at  
coffee after the service the day before.  Many congratulations to them! 
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It seems a long time since I wrote our last article for the Parish 
Mag.  
 

We have had a busy summer. June saw Prof Mark Lewis give a very 
interesting and very local history talk entitled óRoman Houses in 
Caerwentô.  We are so lucky to live in an area of such historic  
interest and so close by. 
 

July saw our members visit Mounton House Garden, again so close 
at hand. We had a conducted tour of the garden by Helena Gerrish 
who has recently written a book on the garden.  The weather was 
kind and we had a wonderful afternoon, walking in the cutting  
garden that had arches of sweet peas that exuded a heady perfume 
after the recent rain, along the terraces and as you can see in the 
photograph below the avenue of hornbeams brought over from  
Belgium.  We all met up on the lawn in front of the Tea House for a 
glass of something cold and bubbly (no, not Evian!) Thank you to 
Pat for the photograph taken from the upper terrace of the Tea 
House. 
 

Our July meeting the last meeting of our 2023/2024 year, the 
speaker for the evening was one of our most popular speakers Prof 
Ronald Hutton, who gave us a talk entitled óOliver Cromwellô, Prof 
Hutton has written two books on this subject, the talk was given 
without any notes or electronic prompts and enjoyed by all. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesdays, 24th September, and as yet I 
have not been able to confirm the speaker.  The full programme 
will be available in the next issue of the Parish Mag, await the 
grand reveal! 
 
 
(Opposite page: Patôs photograph of the Societyôs visit to Mountain 
House Garden) 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  
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  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
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