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CLIENT FIRST

Our Financial Planners are highly qualified and
have the experience to help you with:

Pensions and Retirement Planning
Savings and Investments
Inheritance Tax Planning

Mortgages

vV v v v VvV

Insurance and Protection

The value of pensions and investments can fall as well as rise,
you may get back less than you invested.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not
keep uprepayments on your mortgage.

The Financial Conduct Authority do not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning.

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and
can affect your eligibility for means tested benefits.
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Please contact us for a free initial consultation on:

Mobile: 07979 157259
Chepstow office: 01291 626373 | Abergavenny office: 01873 854488

E: joshlewis@thinkpositive.co.uk | www.iam-financial-advice.co.uk

IAM Financial Planning Limited is an Appointed Representative of Quilter Financial Planning Solutions Limited,
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority




Bob O’'Keefe

It is with great sadness that the death of Bob was
announced during February following a period of ill
health.

Bob was a very kind and considerate gentleman, a true
friend to many, always ready to help anyone where he
could and he will be sadly missed by many.

Bob had a passion for canoeing, making his own canoces and paddling away
down many canals and rivers. During his national service in the army in
Norway he was involved with instructing other soldiers in canoeing. Whilst in
Norway he met his future wife Wenche who sadly died during 2020.

For several years Bob held the record as the class winner of the Devizes to
Westminster International Canoe Marathon which is 125 miles. He often told
many amusing stories of his experiences on and off the water.

For many years Bob was the Convenor for Chepstow u3a Painting and
Drawing group and also a member of Chepstow u3a Art Club. His personal
artwork was excellent and he always encouraged the group to achieve their
best, with a story, a laugh, a joke and a smile.

Qur sincere condolences go to Bob’s daughter Helen and son Paul and their
families at this sad time.

Bob will be sadly missed by all who knew him,

FROM THE REGI STERS

The funer al of RoBKerfeMI@DBPBYIt ddBlob
place on ™Mdardaly 225 at St Thomas
Shirenewton at 2 p.m. with the Rev
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Sunday 27th July %,

10am at St.Mary’s Chepstow
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Please join us for a single joint service, for all
churches in Severn Wye Ministry Area - to
bless Philip, hear more about his plans to walk
from Chepstow to Rome in 90 days, and send
him on his pilgrimage with our prayers
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saints

Come and create

I' E '] bible stories from
your imagination
and Lego!

(This actvity is in no way endorsed by the Lego brand)

Mondays
4-5pm
(during term time

only)

www.saintschepstow.org




Shirenewton  Church Magazine
Long Service Thank You!
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Nature walk followed
by free hot breakfast!

Join us for a nature walk suitable for all ages, including an Easter
treasure hunt along the way, followed by bacon baps, vegan
sausage baps, hot cross buns, pastries with tea and coffee at
Shirenewton church hall, to nourish us at the end!

Meet at Shirenewton
Church at 9am

Please use the QR code to
RSVP for catering purposes,
or contact Revd Zoe:
07754 306229

severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com




He is Risen!

Join us at Shirenewton
Church this Easter Sunday,
10am, 20t April

Come and celebrate the highlight of the
Christian calendar with joyful music and
worship, and a fun message from Revd Zoe
Children and dogs welcome!
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HOMECARE

Private Carer/Home help

Eileen O’ Dwyer 07795 689791
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MONMOUTHSHIRE

SERVICE & SALES CENTRE

The alternative to main dealers for service

Behind the Rock & Fountain on the A48 at Penhow

Looking for a quality used Land Rover?

Speak to Chris Duthie for our latest stock:

(01633) 400041

The Film Studios - Penhow - NP26 3AD
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Shirenewton
Community Council

RENEWTON COMMUNI TY COUNCI
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D5758&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5745&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5745&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b

Police report

. "w Ul 'D
t Crime Category Crimes %
Total 4 100%
All Other Theft 1 25%

1 25%

Vehicle Crime 1 25%
Violence Without Injury 1 25%
There will be some speed monitori i
my col/l eagues along the Shirenewt
zone, some weekdays. Pl ease keep a
remi nd ot hers of their speed when
Shirenewton
Cllrs agreed the date of the "mext
April 2025 at 7:00pm by public me
Recreation Hall or remotely.
Find more information in a draft
Communi ty Counci l noti ce boar ds.
mi hutes of meetings can bcs fvebadt e
www. shirenewt oncCeo.notragc.tukt he Clerk
Community Comaicdihli renEewt oncc. @gmai l
Mobi D410 580961

Volunteering is the ultimate
exercise in democracy. You vote
in elections once a year but
when you volunteer, you vote

every day about the kind of

community you want to live in.

ANONYMOUS



http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com

UPDATE ON

THE TREDEGAR
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New windcdowpl et
New baompl et e
New cdil ae
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Shirenewton Community Council has 2 vacancies for a Councillor in the
Shirenewton and Mynyddbach ward

If you think you would like to be a Councillor and are over 18 years of age, contact the
Clerk by email at shirenewtoncci@amail.com

What Is a Counclllor?

Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council, known as a ward or parish. They are
generally elected by the public every five years, Between the elections if a Councillor seat becomes available it can be
filled by the Council Co-opting the applicant onte the Council. 2 seats for Co-aption are now available,

What do Councillors do?
Councillors have three main components to their work.

1. Decision making — Through meetings and attending committees with other elected members, councillors decide
which activities to support, where money should be spent, what services should be delivered and what policies
should be implemented.

2. Moenitoring — Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services by keeping an eye
an how well things are working.

3. Getting involved locally — As local representatives, councillors have responsibilities towards their constituents
and local organisations. These responsibilities and duties often depend on what the councillor wants to achieve
and how much time is available, and may include;

= Gaing to meetings of local organisations
= Going to meetings of bodies affecting the wider community
«  Taking up issues on behalf of members of the public

How much time does it take up?

Quite often councillors say that their duties oceupy them for about an hour a week. Obwiously, there are some
councillors who spend mare time than this = and some |ess, but in the main, being a community councillor is an
enjoyable way of contributing to your community and helping to make it a better place to live and work.

You will be supported in your role and will be expected to undertake training. You should be comfortable working
electronically. You should have a positive outlook and a can-do attitude and be willing to work as part of a team. If after
reading this notice you are interested in applying, please contact the clerk to the council using the above details,

C;'J Community

Shirenewlon
Community Council
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Shirenewton Community Council has 1 vacancy for a Councillor in the
Earlswood ward

If you think you would like to be a Councillor and are over 18 years of age, contact the

Clerk by email at ghirenewtonce@gmail.com

What is a Counclllor?

Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council, known as a ward or parish. They are
generally elected by the public every five years, Between the elections if a Councillor seat becomes available it can be
filled by the Council Co-opting the applicant onte the Council. 2 seats for Co-option are new available.

What do Councillors do?
Councillors have three main components to their work.

1. Decision making — Through meetings and attending committees with other elected members, councillors decide
which activities to support, where money should be spent, what services should be delivered and what policies
should be implemented,

2. Monitoring — Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services by keeping an aye
an how well things are working.

3. Getting involved locally — &s local representatives, councillers have responsibilities towards thelr constituents
and lacal organizations. These responsibilities and duties often depend on what the councillor wants to achieve
and how much time is available, and may include:

+  Going to meetings of local organisations
+  Going to meetings of bodies affecting the wider community
+  Taking up issues an behalf of members of the public

How much time does it take up?

Quite often councillors say that their duties occupy them for about an hour a week. Obviously, there are same
councillors who spend mare time than this = and some |ess, but in the main, being a community councillor is an
enjoyable way of contributing to your community and helping to make it a better place to live and work.

You will be supported in your role and will be expected to undertake tralning. You should be comfortable working
electronically. You should have a positive cutlook and a can-do attitude and be willing to work as part of a team. If after
reading this notice you are interested in applying, please contact the clerk te the council using the above details,

F

0'} Cormran '5:;

Shirenewton
Community Council
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Broughton

Jacki e
The Big Spring Clean 2025

meed I ng

next

r
Big Spring Clean by organising a litter pick around the village between the dates

In support of Keep Britain Tidy Day, Shirenewton W.L plans to take part in the
of 21 March and 6% April.

species.

ou

If you would like to find out more about this or would like to join us (you don’t
24

have to be a member) then please contact Jane Butterworth at

janeb247@email.com for further details.



mailto:janeb247@gmail.com
mailto:angela.deepweir@btopenworld.com

Swift Action Needed!

.

Why do we have village swifts?

Mot long now, until our village swifts return! Hopefully this will see the
return of all our six breeding pairs and their successful offspring from the
last four years. Juvenile swifts return up to 3 times to the area where they
fledged before finally selecting a nest site. Itis believed that the screaming
flight vou hear just before dusk on a summer's evening, is the extended
family groups checking out each other's nesting locations and courtship
opportunity for juvenile birds. Once paired, they stay paired for life and will
start the process of selecting a nest site. The new pair don't like to move
too far from their ancestral home, but this is normally still occupied by their
parents who will take no prisoners to defend it. In fact, adult swifts pairs
are notoriously grumpy when they first meet up again in spring and might
not even recognise their partner initially, treating them as an intruder before
they finally accept them and starting the breeding process again. Cameras
inside nest sites have shown that adults will even fight before finally
recognising their partner. Itis thought that the nest site will have been the
first time they have seen each other since last summer as they are not
believed to migrate with them to their wintering grounds.

Juvenile swifts can be seen in late July, flyving up to likely nesting holes, near
the roof line of buildings or if you are lucky, a nest box put up by yourself to
encourage them. Once a site is selected, they will return in the fourth year
to breed for the first time. If the partnership holds they will use the same
site every year until one of the pair dies. Your home has become their
home and any “improvemeant” worlk that prevents access to their chosen
home will be disastrous for that pair. They will not change homes and will
literally throw themselves at the building to try and gain access. When that
fails, so will their breeding for that year and possibly subsequent years as
they are extremely territorial, the pair bond might break down and the nest
site will be lost for ever. So, if we lose the 6 remaining nest sitesin the
village, it will probably be goodbye to the swifts in our villages' skies - a very
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sad thought. Thatis why swift nest boxes can be so important as they
provide a permanent home for them without impacting the fabric of the
house.

What makes a good nest site?

Swifts are looking for a small entrance into a building leading to a cavity in
the stonework or inside your roof space or barge boards. These are often
the same sites favoured by house sparrows, our familiar chirpy resident. It
is suggested that swifts prospecting for their first nest site are drawn to
houses with existing sparrow nests as it suggests the building might be
suitable for them as well. Swifts are quite capably of turfing out house
sparrows from their home when they arrive back in May, but the best
solution is to find a site that sparrows struggle to gain entrance or is too
snug for sparrows’ rather large and messy nests. Swifts nests comprise of a
small cup of fine plant materials and feathers, and bound together with the
bird's saliva. All the nest materials are gathered in the air — e.g. strands of
grass and feathers. They then lay their eggs in this depression.

Photo Ench Kaiser swift-consarvation.org

Swifts particularly favour small holes in buildings that are approached
vertically, directly on the wing. Something the rather clumsy sparrows will
find hard to fly into as sparrows general grip onto a surface before wriggling
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