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Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in March: 

 1.  Amy Baker   2.  William Smith-Haddon 
 
    3. Simon Lockhart 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

The funeral of Robert Michael (Bob) OôKeefe (1936-2025) took 
place on Monday 24th March 2025 at St Thomas ¨ Becket Church, 
Shirenewton at 2 p.m. with the Reverend John Waters officiating.  
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Happy Easter! 
 

This month we see the arrival of Easter Sunday, the culmination 
and celebration at the end of 6 weeks of Lenten fasting and solem-
ness.  
 

One of Barneyôs favourite poems about Lent is by George Herbert, 
and begins with the line ñWelcome dear feast of Lent!ò. People may 
think this is an odd thing to say as we mostly associate Lent with 
fasting, withdrawal and sacrifice. But in fact, the purpose of fasting 
ï if we choose to do so ï is not simply to help us lose weight, or to 
eat a bit healthier; but in fact, to provide more space and focus to 
spend time with God. It is a fast for the body, in order to enable a 
feast for the soul ï hence George Herbertôs phrase. 
 

I think one of the most productive Lents I ever had, a true soul-
feast, was when I decided to take something up, instead of give 
something up in order to grow closer to God. So I committed to 
getting up at sunrise every day and going for a walk in my local 
parkland. I took a camera with me to capture any little bits of na-
ture that caught my eye. It was wonderful seeing spring slowly 
emerge in the buds on trees and flowers on the ground. Some 
mornings were just stunningly beautiful, as mist rose off the grass 
and the sunôs first rays reflected through the trees.  
 

You might also be aware that Lent is 40 days long, but if you add 
up all the days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday, you 
will actually count a total of 46. This is because in the Anglican tra-
dition, Sundays are always feast days. Each Sunday is a óminiô East-
er Sunday ï a celebration of Christôs death and resurrection. This is 
what I have since started to call ñThe Anglican Loopholeò and have 
made very good use of it when, some years, I have given up food-
stuffs very dear to meé. Such as chocolate! I knew that each week 
I could be relieved of the withdrawal symptoms! And celebrate, 
with Jesus, his victory on the cross by breaking my fast each Sun-
day. 
 

Thatôs not to say that anyone who fasts for the entirety of Lent are 
doing it wrong, if anything you are showing God true commitment 
and self-sacrifice which I know He notices and honours. Everything 
we do, if we do it with the best intentions, is considered worship to 
God. As 1 Samuel 16:7 reminds us: ñMan looks on the outside, but 
God looks at the heart.ò  
 

So however you have spent the season of Lent this year, I pray that 
this Easter you will find the fullness of joy that Christôs victory has 
won for us, and that the journey to the cross through Lent is one of 
deepening and strengthening our faith.  Every blessing   Zoe 



       5 

 



 
      6 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       7 

 

 

Severn Wye Ministry Are Clergy Team. Revd John Waters asked not 
to feature in the photo as he has a phobia of having photos taken, 
but he is still part of the team so he is represented in silhouette 
form! The clergy are as follows from Left to Right: Fr Chris, Fr 
Michael, Revd Philip, Revd Barney, Revd John, Centre: Revd Zoe  
 

Shirenewton  Church Magazine  
Long Service Thank You!  

 

ƚЮǃŸƨЮťŰŸƽеЮǃŸƨƖЮůċŊċǍŔŰĲЮŔƚЮĬĲũŔƻĲƖĲĬЮƣŸЮǃŸƨЮĤǃЮŸŰĲЮŸŉЮŸƨƖЮƣĲċůЮŸŉЮ~ċŊċц
ǍŔŰĲЮÂŸƚƣŔĲƚд 
 

ÑƽŸЮŸŉЮŸƨƖЮũŸŰŊ-ƚƣċŰĬŔŰŊЮÂŸƚƣŔĲƚеЮ~ċƨƖĲĲŰЮ~ŸŸĬǃЮċŰĬЮ7ċƖĤċƖċЮìċũƣĲƖƚеЮőċƻĲЮ
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ũŔƻĲƖŔŰŊеЮƽőŔĦőеЮƽĲЮƣőŔŰťеЮůƨƚƣЮĤĲЮƣőĲЮxŸŰŊЮÉĲƖƻŔĦĲЮÅĲĦŸƖĬеЮċŰĬЮ7ċƖĤċƖċЮŔƚЮŰŸƣЮ
ŉċƖЮĤĲőŔŰĬдЮЮÑőĲǃЮůƨƚƣЮőċƻĲЮƓŸƚƣĲĬЮċЮƣŸŰЮŸŉЮůċŊċǍŔŰĲƚЮċŰĬЮƽŸƖŰЮŸƨƣЮƚĲƻĲƖċũЮ
ƓċŔƖƚЮŸŉЮƚőŸĲƚЮĤĲƣƽĲĲŰЮƣőĲůй 
 

ìőŔũĲЮƽƖŔƣŔŰŊеЮƽĲЮƽŸƨũĬЮċũƚŸЮũŔťĲЮƣŸЮƣőċŰťЮċũũЮŸƨƖЮůċŊċǍŔŰĲЮƓŸƚƣŔĲƚЮŉŸƖЮƣőĲŔƖЮ
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ƽőŸЮőċƻĲЮťŔŰĬũǃЮƣċťĲŰЮŸƻĲƖЮŉƖŸůЮ~ċƨƖĲĲŰЮċŰĬЮ7ċƖĤċƖċд 
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sċŰĲеЮìĲŰĬǃеЮċŰĬЮƣőĲЮƣƽŸЮsŸőŰƚ 
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held 3rd March 
2025 

Public ParticipationðToby Wall & Elis Park Local Police of-
ficers. Bob Millar.  

 

Toby and Elis were able to call in briefly before going out on a 
call, and explain how the Police work in the locality, who covers 
which areas, and ongoing raised concerns. Cllrs thanks them 
both for attending and introducing themselves.  
 

Bob Millar,  
Bob Millar kindly visited to see if the council had any questions 
regarding his email for the Community Clock Works Quotation, 
received the day before the meeting.  Mr Millar confirmed that 
fundraising efforts would be restarted now that there was a 
figure to work to, and what is and not included within the 
quote. Cllrs thanked Bob for his time and confirmed they intend 
to discuss later in the meeting.  

 

Councillor considered the following planning matters  
 

DM/2024/00391 Retention of 6 Stables with storeroom and 
construction of 6 additional stables at Home Farm Stables Shire-
newton. 
 

Cllrs will recall considering this application last May. Home 
Farm Stables is off a track on the right hand side of the Crick 
Road (when heading to Crick) below Owl Barn. It comprises a 
race horse training business graceharrisracing.com connected 
with Red Barn Farm. Currently there is a central stable block 
with welfare and a stable block to the northwestern boundary, a 
park home and static caravan toward the southern boundary 
and a paddock and menage to the west.  A 6 bay stable has al-
ready been added along the northeastern boundary, and the ap-
plication is retrospective in regard this plus a proposal for a fur-
ther block to provide 6 more bays running down the northeastern  
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 boundary. The site is several hundred yards from the Crick Road 
and the new single storey block is unlikely to have any visual 
impact on the landscape, being barely visible from the road.  
Although no detail had been provided as to materials finishes 
and colouration, nor was there a landscaping scheme as such 
save for new hedging and the planting of wildflowers in the 
banking, SCC raised no substantive objection provided the ex-
ternal finishes were unobtrusive. 
 

The original site plan had included two existing caravans 
(manager and staff accommodation respectively). The retention 
of these on site is now to be the subject of a separate applica-
tion. The MCC planning officer raised the following issues which 
have given rise to this re-consultation. 
 

With regards to the application for the stables, the issues are a 
little more complex. I note that within the redline boundary you 
have included, the stables, car parking and two caravans. I also 
consider that a lot of cut and fill will be required for the addi-
tional carparking and stables. I think all these elements should 
be included in one application and that there should be a plan-
ning statement explaining how the business operates. The one 
caravan that was the subject of the Rural enterprise dwelling 
has temporary permission until 2nd October 2021. In order to 
take this application, forward I recommend that you:  
 

To alter the description of the proposal to include the two cara-
vans, stables, car parking and change of levels  
Provide a comprehensive statement about the business, how 
long itôs been established, how many people it employs, the 
need for the caravans and any other information that you think 
would help to make the case.  
 

How many horses at the site and details of the numbers of visi-
tors. Provide sections thought the site to show the extent of cut 
and fill.  
 

Explain exactly how many stables are on site now and how 
many are proposed. Provide a manure management plan  
Provide a Drainage Management Plan including details of sur-
face water destination in relation to the SUDS  
 

Biodiversity Enhancements    
 

The applicant's agent has therefore revised the site plan exclud-
ing the two caravans. A manure report shows the applicant in-
tends to export the 110 tonnes of manure produced by 26 hors-
es on site for 365 days/year. 
MCC Green Infrastructure and Landscape officer requests: 
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Further clarity comments on references to butterfly banks consist-
ing of a range of shrubs.  
 

Further clarity is required on where the proposed butterfly banks 
of shrubs are to be situated, and the density, number of plants, 
size at the point of planting and proposed establishment and af-
tercare programme.  

 

The proposed wildflower planting is welcome however there are 
no establishment and aftercare prescriptions to ensure ongoing 
management.  
 

Further clarity is also needed as to the proposed colours of the 
timber boarding, timber boarded doors and profile sheeting.   
 

The application has not indicated any lighting to be proposed for 
the development or any security lighting. Should any lighting be 
proposed an appropriately scaled lighting strategy will be required 
to support the application.   

 

Councilorôs may wish to consider whether to object pending clari-
fication of the items raised by the MCC officers, notwithstanding 
the comment made in our original response. 

 

Recommendation: SCC notes the observations of MCC's Plan-
ning officer and GI officer requesting further clarity and reports 
and wishes to comment when those further details become availa-
ble.  Resolved by unanimous vote.  

 

DM/2025/00153 ï Whitebrook Farm, Bulley Hole Road, Earls-
wood, NP16 6SA Proposed replacement dwelling.  
Whitebrook Farm is accessed off the Bully Hole Bottom road off 
the B4325. It sits in the upper reaches of the Mounton valley in 
some 0.4 acres.  The immediate surroundings are largely agricul-
tural pastureland, mainly small traditional fields enclosed by 
hedgerows with occasional scattered dwellings and farm build-
ings. There is a small tree lined brook (Mounton Brook) to the 
immediate north of site. The farmhouse is typical of a traditional 
smallholding and comprises an entrance porch, lounge, dining 
room and kitchen with a downstairs shower and toilet, with 2 bed-
rooms upstairs. The roof is pitched with brown interlocking tiles 
and the walls are natural stone random rubble. The roof ridge is 
some 5.7m. The structure of the house continues to the left with a 
large store having a flagstone floor. The store roof is pitched and 
slightly higher than the main roof as it stands on rising ground and 
has a pair of large barn doors. The store roof is slate. Beyond this 
store is a further, single storey store and carport, roofed with cor-
rugated metal sheet. The total floor print is very approximately  
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 250sqm, inclusive of the stores and carport. 
 

The proposal is to replace the structures with a modern 2 storey 
house having a floor print of some 180sqm to provide 4 bed-
rooms, 2 with dressing rooms and en suite facilities, with a 
lounge, study, kitchen/diner and utility room. The roof will be 
natural slate to east and west elevations and dark grey standing 
seam metal roof to north and south. Dark grey ply or grp flat 
roof to dining room, plant room and utility. Walls will be natural 
stone with mineral paint finish, smooth painted render to kitch-
en, with horizontal timber cladding natural finish larch boards.   

 

A 2 storey garage of some 85sqm is also proposed with office 
accommodation in the roof, with a roof ridge height of 5.6m. 
This provides for 2 cars and a large garden store reusing the old 
barn doors, with a home office/studio upstairs. The garage will 
have natural slate roof, with roof lights, and smooth painted 
render walls.      
 

The Pre-App consultation with MCC confirmed that the farm-
house is no longer important to the visual and intrinsic character 
of the landscape and that the application for a replacement 
dwelling is considered acceptable in principle. 
 

The Bat report reveals the large store is a breeding home to 
lesser horseshoe bats and possibly some long-eared bats. To 
mitigate for the loss of the existing maternity roost, it recom-
mends like-for like replacement roost (as close as possible, or 
better), the new roost must be available and used by bats in the 
summer season before original removed,  the new roost must 
be constructed of concrete block or brick with a slate roof and 
bitumen felt roof liner ideally having a roof void with an apex 
height more than 2.8m and a length and width of 5 m or more, 
minimal or no removal of vegetation, and subdued or no lighting 
near the roost.  
 

MCC SUDS have objected that the application has not demon-
strated a means of surface water discharge (rainwater harvest-
ing, infiltration, watercourse, surface water sewer or combined 
sewer). However, as there is a watercourse within the site 
boundary, their view is the worst case scenario for surface water 
drainage will be discharge to a watercourse.  
 

Councillors will note that there is no Design Statement justifying 
the new build nor are the external wall and timber cladding col-
ours specified. No proposals for bats, exterior lighting or land-
scaping are provided. 
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Recommendation: Objection pending clarification on foul and 
surface water treatment, external paint and finish colours, bat miti-
gation and the lack of a Design statement justifying the develop-
ment within policy H5. SCC will wish to make further comment 
when these details are provided. Resolved by unanimous vote  
 

Footpath by Shirenewton School ï After email exchange with 
School and MCC  - clerk to reply to School.  
 

Traffic issues by Carpenters Arms. Reported to Policeï no oth-
er action 
 

Cllr Vacancies ï 3 posts are currently vacant, advertised in Parish 
magazine, Website and Facebook.  
 

Any Other Business ï Community Clock ï Cllrs discussed the 
in-depth, report compiled by The Cumbria Clock Co and information 
shared by Bob Millar previously in the meeting. Agreed to discuss in 
more depth, in future.  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

Scrutiny Meetings and Cabinet Report of the 5th of March 
2025 on the Budget  
 

The Place Scrutiny Committee meeting on the 6th of February, the 
Performance and Overview Committee on the 11th of February and 
the People Scrutiny Committee on the 18th of February discussed 
the forthcoming budget. The Cabinet report for the 5th of March 
provides the final assessment of the budget. An extra Ã1.54 million 
was provided by the Welsh Government as part of the funding floor 
for the Local Authorities with the lowest settlements. 
 

As a result of the Monmouthshire scrutiny and consultation on the 
budget, it has been agreed not to cut the opening hours of the li-
braries/community hubs. Monmouth library will stay at its current 
location.  Unfortunately, all but 11 schools are expecting to finish 
their financial year having spent more than they received in fund-
ing. 
 

However, the council tax rise proposed is still 7.8% with increases 
in car parking of 10% and increases in other council fees and 
charges. In England council tax rises cannot be 5% or more with-
out a local referendum unless an exception is made by the Govern-
ment. It means that a number of English councils set the council 
tax increase at 4.99%. The Welsh Government have provided no 
similar legislation to limit council tax rises in Wales. 
 

It can be seen from the Cabinet report of the 5th of March  
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supporting documents at Appendix K table 1c that the aggregate 
external finance per capita is Ã1430 and ranked 22. This means 
that the Welsh Government has provided Monmouthshire County 
Council with the worse funding per head of population than any of 
the other 22 Local Authorities in the whole of Wales. The other 
Gwent Local Authorities are in the top 10 rankings. This is due to 
the unfair Revenue Support Grant which takes account of factors 
such as deprivation but not about the number of elderly. 
 

Cabinet on 5th of March 2025 
In addition, Cabinet is proposing to change the Leadership funding 
of the Secondary schools taking account of pupil numbers, so that 
Chepstow school will get nearly Ã78K less but will be supported on 
a transition basis. The reports from the Cabinet together with the 
appendices on the final budget proposals can be found at the fol-
lowing link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=144&MId=5758 
 

County Council on 6th of March 2025 
 

The County Council on the above date includes the Council tax 
budget which needs to be considered by the full council and the 
updated contract procedure rules. In addition, there are a couple of 
council motions and questions. One of these is on the consultation 
on the review of 30mph to 20mph roads.  
 

There were 143 roads to be considered, and according to press re-
ports 1500 applications   were submitted and the council looked at 
four closely before rejecting them. The council indicated that they 
would not be making any changes based on the strict guidance 
from the Welsh Government which was supposed to be about re-
viewing them. This contrasts with other Gwent local authorities who 
will be making some changes.  
 

In my opinion, it works well in certain areas such as villages and 
schools, but not all locations. This does not apply to the trunk 
roads which come under the Welsh Government control.  I have 
continued to email about the return to 30mph of the road to Chep-
stow town from the High Beech roundabout, which is a trunk road 
on a hill. The trunk road review is not going to be considered until 
the Spring/Summertime. 
 

The County Council reports can be found at the following link: 
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=143&MId=5745 
 

There is a further council meeting on Friday the 7th of March in 
case the budget on the 6th of March is not approved. 
 
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D5758&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D5758&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5745&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D143%26MId%3D5745&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7C5c3a21d88efd47967e0108dd576737e3%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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Police report  

There will be some speed monitoring taking place by myself and 
my colleagues along the Shirenewton Village road, the 20 MPH 
zone, some weekdays. Please keep an eye out for me and please 
remind others of their speed when entering the village area of 
Shirenewton 
 

Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 7th 
April 2025 at 7:00pm by public meeting in Shirenewton 
Recreation Hall or remotely. 
 

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the 
Community Council notice boards. Previous, approved 
minutes of meetings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk Contact the Clerk to the 
Community Council   E-mail: shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com  
Mobile: 07410 580961 
 

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON 
 

THE TREDEGAR ARMS 
 

New floor ï complete 
New windows ï complete 
New bar ï complete 
New carpet ï laid 

New lighting ï complete 
New seating ï complete 

Log fire swept and working well 
100-year-old front door ï refurbished 

 

OPENING SOONШ 
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Shirenewton W.I.  
Happy 73rd Birthday  

 
A group of 23 members got together for a fish and chip supper at 
the Huntsman to celebrate Shirenewton W.I.ôs 73rd birthday. It was 
a great chance for us all to socialise and the evening was made 
even more fun with the quiz that our own Quizmaster, Ruth 
Savagar, had put together for us, ably assisted by Claire Lewis. 
Thank you both for such an interesting array of questions and giv-
ing us the opportunity for some friendly competition.  
 

Our thanks go to the Huntsman for once again providing us with a 
delicious meal, which was so efficiently served, and to Diane Ward 
for arranging the booking and the money on the evening.  
 

Our next meeting is at 7.15p.m. on Thursday 10th April at 
Shirenewton Recreation Hall, when Lesley Kelly will be 
giving a talk on The High Line in New York. An opportunity to 
learn about the transformation of an abandoned New York railway 
line into an urban greenway and park containing over 161 plant 
species.  
 

Jackie Broughton  
 

If you are interested in joining Shirenewton W.I. or would like to 
find out more about our group, then please contact Jane Butter-
worth at janeb247@gmail.com or Angela Gray at  
angela.deepweir@btopenworld.com . Alternatively, just turn up at 
our next meeting, and youôll be given a warm welcome.  

mailto:janeb247@gmail.com
mailto:angela.deepweir@btopenworld.com
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