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SHIRENEWTON FETEðTHE VICARôS DAY OF SECONDS 
 

Once again Barney, Finwe and I enjoyed ourselves at the Shirenewton 
fete this year. As soon as we arrived we headed over to the dog show 
tent and signed Finwe up for two classes. Firstly for prettiest girl (Sheôll 
always be a winner for us there!), and secondlyé despite my slight pro-
testsé Barney entered myself and Finwe into the ñdog that looks most like 
its ownerò class!! óJust have your long red hair hanging downô he argued, 
óé plus youôve both got your dog collars on!ô Well, quite. 
 

Next we headed over to the Welly Wanging pitch. Barneyôs competitive 
spirit took over and he discussed at great length with Mrs Burbidge, previ-
ous womenôs champion, various approaches and techniques ï the greatest 
debate being Overarm or Underarm? Barney, this year, went for overarm. 
Two throws over the boundary meant the third throw was too conserva-
tive and nowhere near far enough. Dejected, Barney departed to cheer 
himself up with some cake from the cake stall. 
 

Finwe didnôt place in the prettiest girl, but later on she and I entered the 
ring for the dog and owner competition. John Montague cast his meticu-
lous eye over each one of us, stopping to ask how we were similar not 
only in looks but in personalityé this caught me unprepared and I mum-
bled how perhaps we were both quite calmé as Finwe strained at the end 
of her lead, pawing at John, rolling in the grass, and lunging at the com-
petitorsô owners in case they had treats. Astonishingly, we came second! 
 

After enjoying the live music, tasty burgers, and picking up some plants 
and books, Barney and I returned for a final óflingô at Welly Wanging. Si-
lently analysing his competition and putting into practice all he had 
learned thus far, he had three more goesé and finally placed second! 
So for our second ever Shirenewton fete, we came away with a blue sec-
ond place rosette for Finwe, and a second place on the welly boot leaders 
board for Barney. The only second I didnôt manage was a portion of ice 
cream as I only purchased one near the end of the festivitiesé but all in 
all a very good day!  
 

Very special thanks to John, Andy and team for taking it on this year and 
for every single volunteer, cake baker, book and bottle donor who made 
the day the success it was.  
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SHIRENEWTON FETE 
 

In my eyes a British summer is epitomised by the Shirenewton Church 
Fete. Village folk coming together to celebrate a tradition. A day when 
children can run wild, dogs can meet old friends and David Cornwell reu-
nite a pink pony purse with a proud owner. Only six months earlier we 
were questioning whether it was still relevant. 
 

The forecast was grim on Friday eve as heavy storm clouds rolled in from 
the west. David and his merry team with practiced skill erected the mar-
quees in record time. Matt Smith arrived and softly laded his helicopter on 
the fieldðfascinating for adults and children to look over the next day. 
Chairs and Fridges were cleaned, beer kegs delivered, tables dropped off 
and as the light dwindled, the weary helpers retired to their respective 
village inns.  
 

Saturday, overcast and blustery did not augment well, however by 0900 
hrs the field was abustle. A jungle of plants sprung up, a welly wanging 
pitch, the required 64 m set out, cakes, jellies and jams and burgers ap-
peared. 96 toilet rolls , 15 L of Pimms, 72 L of Lemonade, a scoop of ice 
cream cartons. 20 bales of straw and mountains of sweets were distribut-
ed. The field took shape. The bottle stall groaned under the weight of a 
village largesse. Jeeps, skittles, coconuts , books and toys, glitter paints 
and burgers joined the melee. A mad Irish fisherman, Yeats like and 5 Kg 
Salmon allegedly caught in the brook  added to the hullabaloo. 
 

The WI decorated tables and laid out their enticing wares and still the 
wind and rain threatened to ruin all the planning. 
 

Then a stilted butterfly, a carnival king and queen, heralded the start of 
the Village fete and the sun shone and kept shining. 
 

It was a day to remember. Old friends reunited.  Dogs barking delighted 
with rosettes better than any cruftôs offering. Children and mothers of a 
certain age hovering over the pick and mix stall forcing gummy bears 
down into plastic cups. Gardeners fought over dahlias and Greyhound cab-
bages. A trio of vicars joining in. Some people never left the straw bales 
by the Pimms/Beer Hall mesmerised by The Wild Birdseed Band.  
 

It was a joyous fete made possible by so many different people who had 
come from far and wide. Who had given time, money, advice, mallets, 
vehicles, rope and a sense of community fun. 
 

There are so many people to thank publicly but not the print room to do 
properly. We will keep it for the thank you in the Church room on Friday 
4th July for cheese and wine to which all who made it possible are warmly 
welcome. Please see Shirenewton Facebook page for further details. 
 

Then too soon it was over. The raffle prizes distributed (so many people 
had been generous in their offerings). Like a well drilled engineering unit 
the tents were lowered, the car park cleared, the rubbish collected, tables, 
straw, BBQ, gazebos returned for another year. 
 

The fete was a success not because of the money raised which will keep  
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the roof on the historic church and the peaceful village churchyard main-
tained, but because it joined us together with many happy memories. At 
a time in history of great change we were in a corner of Britain with 
swifts overhead, in the sun, sipping a beer or pimms, watching dogs, 
children and adults play, simply  enjoying a moment of nostalgia and 
happiness. 
 

So we start planning again for next year. 96 Toilet rolls proved  a little 
generous , only  9 were used. Prior planning obviously is a village thing. 
Please come along to the thank you event with cheese and wine with 
ideas and commitment for the Shirenewton Fete  13th June 2026. An op-
portunity to raise new ideas, take on new stalls or just enjoy a glass with 
village folk and be thanked for the incredible effort which so many pro-
vided. 
 

Thanks Andrew Baker 
 

Peoples Warden 
 
Pictures from the fete appear over the next four pages and page 11 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in May: 

 1.  Amanda Jones   2.  Paul Owen 
 
    3. Tom and Lizzie Lewis 
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Our May meeting saw our chairman, Les Ashton Smith give a talk entitled 
óAuguste Piccard, his Life and Legacyô, we all turned up, fascinated by the 
name, who very few of us knew anything about.  He was a Swiss physicist 
and explorer and the first man to reach the stratosphere, his legacy con-
tinues with his son and grandson who continued to explore the depth of 
the sea as well as space. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Tuesday          8th July            Visit to St Fagans (note, change of usual 
     meeting date) 
Wednesday,    9th July            Archive Meeting 
Tuesday,        29th July           July Meeting, title of talk óThe Great Civil 
     Warô, Prof Ronald Hutton 
 

Our meetings are held at the Church Room, unless otherwise stated, we 
start at 7.30pm.  
 

Archive meetings start at 2.00pm ï 4.00pm and everyone is welcome, 
Drop in session. 
 

FROM OUR ARCHIVE 
 

July Book of the Month from our Archive is:  
 

Mounton Brook Paper Mills, Ivor Waters 
 

Very local history, this tells us about the brook that runs down the parish 
border between Itton and Shirenewton, in its heyday it was churning out 
paper in huge amounts, even paper for the large five pound notes, the 
valley was a hive of industry, the proceeds, built Shirenewton Hall that 
you see today. 
 

August Book of the Month from our Archive is: 
 

The Port of Chepstow, Ivor Waters 
 

The title tells you all you need to know about this book, Chepstow, must 
have been a very busy port in its day, at one time a free port with wine 
shipped in from all over Europe. 
 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTORS WANTED! 
 

Due to Nerys Wilson moving out of Shirenewton to Cardiff, and 
Steve Hunt about to move out of Earlswood for Somerset, we need con-
tributors for our monthly recipes and our monthly gardening tips. If 
you feel you have sufficient expertise or experience to fill either of these 
positions, please contact the editor of the magazine at parishmagshire-
newton@gmail.com 
 

SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

 Registered Charity No. 1090167  
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SERVICES AT SHIRENEWTON CHURCH IN JULY AND AUGUST 
  

 

  Sunday 6th July  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
   

  Sunday 13th July  10.00  Eucharist with Hymns  
 

  Sunday 20th July  10.00  Morning Praise with Hymns   
 

  Sunday 27th July    No Service at Shirenewton   
      Church 
    10.00  MA Sabbatical Service at the Priory 
      Church, Chepstow for Reverend 
      Philip Avery as he starts his   
      pilgrimage to Rome 
 
  Sunday 3rd August 10.00  Morning Praise with Hymns 
 

  Sunday 10th August 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
 

  Sunday 17th August 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
 

  Sunday 24th August 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
 

  Sunday 31st August 10.00  Eucharist with Hymns 
      Group service at Shirenewton 
 
All are welcome to join us and enjoy refreshments in the church rooms 

after Sunday morning service 
 

Information of all services at eleven local churches that make up the 
Severn-Wye Ministry Area is at www.severnwyema.co.uk  

 

HIRE OF THE SAYSELL CENTRE, CHURCH ROOM 
 

Glynis MacDonald has decided to stand down from her role as booking  
secretary for the Saysell Centre Church Room.  
 
This was a job Glynis has done for well over a decade and the Church 
Council thank her for such committed service over so many years.  We 
are most grateful to Will Smith-Haddon who has agreed to take over the 
role.  
 
The Saysell Centre is a valuable community resource in the centre of the 
village and is available to hire on a regular booking  basis or for one-off 
events.   
 
All enquiries should be addressed to Will on 07977 281147 or by e-mail 
at:   churchroombooking27@gmail.com  

http://www.severnwyema.co.uk
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SHIRENEWTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Please find extracts from the minutes of the monthly meeting held 2nd 
June 2025.  
 

Public participation, PCO Toby Wall arrived to discuss his police report. 
 

I Discussed his report, regarding 10 crime incidents and he confirmed that 
9 were low level driving incidents, including broken down vehicles in 
dangerous positions on the roads.  

II One gentleman was detained after a report of smoking cannabis. 
III Cycling incident regarding no visibility whilst travelling to workï police 
have provided a high vis jacket and informed cyclist to wear it.  

IV Speed monitoring was carried out on Sunday around 3.30 with the av-
erage speed recorded being 17.2 mph and the highest 24 mph. This 
may be due to drivers being alerted and Sunday being a quieter day. 
Cllrs confirmed faster speeds had been witnessed at other times. 

V Parking issues around the Carpenters Arms, discussed issues with land-
lord and no further issues reported.  

VI Reminded Residents to continue to report seeing anything suspicious, 
or drug related sightings and Police will continue to act.  

 

Actions ï  
To continue to monitor speeds in the village at various locations, and high 
volume times of day  
Training a new officer in the locality.  
 

Cllrs thanked Toby Wall for attending and his proactive reporting. 
 

Items for Planning ï No new matters were received however plan-
ning recommendation DM/2025/00486 ï Rhewl Cottage received.  Cllrs 
had no further comments agreed to MCC Recommendation  
Clerk to notify Planning officer.  
 

Street Lighting ï Cllrs discussed the recent emails regarding the street 
lighting that had recently been reinstated in the village and were in sup-
port of the residents. Action awaiting response from MCC High-
ways. 
 

Cllr Vacancies ï Vacancies for Shirenewton and Mynyddbach advertised 
on website and local notice boards.  
Clerk to contact Shirenewton School. 
 

Audit The SCC 2024 / 2025 accounts were read approved, accepted and 
signed.  
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Grants ï The annual grants for local organisations are now open until 
26th June 2026 ï Applicants to email the Clerk for an application 
form.  
 

Meeting Dates ï Cllrs agreed the meeting dates for 2026  
 

Planters ï Mrs. D Brabon confirmed she has kindly re-filled the War me-
morial planter, and the new Planter by Crick sign. SCC are most grate-
ful to Mrs. Brabon for her continued efforts, especially in this 
challenging dry season. 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT JUNE 2025 
 

County Councillor Brown advised: 
 

Cabinet ï 21st of  May 2025 
 

The Cabinet meeting considered various reports including the Place Mak-
ing Grant Programme for the town centre regeneration projects, entering 
a sport development partnership in the Gwent region; the Marches Part-
nership programme; digital and data technology collaboration through 
shared resources; a report on a shared apprenticeship construction 
scheme as a limited company by guarantee; and the letting of the Old 
Library Abergavenny as a Mosque and community centre. 
The Cabinet reports can be found at the following link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=6102 
 
Place Scrutiny Committee ï 22nd of  May 2025 
 

The meeting covered scrutinising the Active Travel presentation. Unfortu-
nately, the legislation and funding for active travel schemes centres on 
urban towns rather than rural areas. The forward work programme shows 
that the RLDP is currently expected to be scrutinised on the 25th of Sep-
tember 2025 prior to going to the next meeting of full Council on the 23rd 
of October 2025. 
The Committee report can be found at the following link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=6166&Ver=4 
 
Performance and Overview Committee on the 3rd of June 2025 
 

This Special committee meeting covers reports on Additional Learning 
Needs and can be found at the following link: 
 

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/
ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=305&MId=6368 
 

AOB and ward reports  
 

Cllr Todd raised the following :-  
i. Cllr Todd shared an email shared from Mr C Smith regarding a manure 
heap, Clerk to contact Environmental Health 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D6102&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D144%26MId%3D6102&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D6166%26Ver%3D4&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D6166%26Ver%3D4&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D305%26MId%3D6368&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D305%26MId%3D6368&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Cc93e3a633b2840ade2d108dd9c700bb5%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
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ii. Raised concerns of speeding traffic on B4325, especially two near miss-
es involving a tractor and a motorcycle and Cyclist and car. Action to  
discuss at Multiagency Meeting 
iii. Looking at putting a mirror near this junction. Action Cllr Todd 

  
Cllr Butterworth raised the following  
i. Email received from Gwent police (having received some additional 
funding) discussing the possibility of an ANPR camera that would assist 
in picking up vehicles trying to evade cameras on main roads. (these 
are not speed monitoring cameras).   
Shirenewton has been identified as 1 of 3 potential areas. SCC is keen 
to discuss and be considered. A camera would only be installed where 
the outcome of that consultation is one of community support. 

 
 

Cllrs agreed the date of the next meeting as Monday 7th July 
7:00pm 2025 by public meeting in Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
or remotely. 

Find more information in a draft copy of minutes on the Commu-
nity Council notice boards. Previous, approved minutes of meet-
ings can be found on the Councilôs website 
www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk 

Contact the Clerk to the Community Council  
E-mail: shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com  Mobile: 07410 580961 

http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
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