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CLIENT FIRST

Our Financial Planners are highly qualified and
have the experience to help you with:

Pensions and Retirement Planning
Savings and Investments
Inheritance Tax Planning

Mortgages
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Insurance and Protection

The value of pensions and investments can fall as well as rise,
you may get back less than you invested.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not
keep uprepayments on your mortgage.

The Financial Conduct Authority do not regulate Inheritance Tax Planning.

Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and
can affect your eligibility for means tested benefits.
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Please contact us for a free initial consultation on:

Mobile: 07979 157259
Chepstow office: 01291 626373 | Abergavenny office: 01873 854488

E: joshlewis@thinkpositive.co.uk | www.iam-financial-advice.co.uk

IAM Financial Planning Limited is an Appointed Representative of Quilter Financial Planning Solutions Limited,
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority




What makes you, you?

Hello everyone, Zoe here. I'm
not normally one for New
Year's resolutions, but at the
beginning of 2025 | decided
that | wanted to set myself the
goal of being able to say a
prayer or a blessing in Welsh,
by St.David’s day.

I got some Welsh language
books for my birthday last
year, but in order to enact this #
commitment seriously, | signed =8
up to a Beginner's language
course at the Crosskeys cam- @&
pus of Gwent college in Janu- |
ary. | now have a weekly 2 :
hour lesson with 6 other learners and am really enjoying it.

Languages have always been a big passion in my life. My two
highest GCSE grades were in languages (French and Spanish).
| went on to study Spanish A-Level and travelled to Panama,
Costa Rica and Nicaragua when | was 17, running Christian
youth clubs, giving instructions for games and telling/reenacting
Bible stories in Spanish to the gathered children. There is just
something so exciting and so satisfying about communicating in
a language different to your own, and being understood. It builds
bridges, forms friendships, and is a demonstration of love and
respect in action that one has made the effort to include another.

In my gap year | travelled to Romania. | picked up a couple of
key phrases such as ‘How are you’, and ‘Thank you’, but | dis-
tinctly remember one of our visits on that first trip was to a HIV/
AIDS unit in the local children’s hospital. | sat on a bed with a
young girl called Valentina, neither of us being able to speak to
or understand the other. | noticed she had a cross necklace, so |
pointed to it and smiled. She held it, put her hands together in a



praying position, and pointed to me in an asking gesture. | said
yes, | prayed, holding my hands together and nodding. She re-
sponded, by putting her hands in a praying position again,
pointing up to the ceiling, then shaking her head and wagging
her fingers to imply she did not. And my heart broke. Her sur-
roundings in that hospital unit were dire. There were no toys, no
colour or joy, no hope or love - no wonder she'd given up on
God, or on life, or whatever her gesture meant. | felt a wave of
frustration that | couldn’t tell her in her own language just how
much God loved her; and in that moment | committed to learn-
ing Romanian.

| returned 7 more times, and each time | could communicate
better with the children we met - including, luckily, Valentina,
who became a recipient of our palliative care work and educa-
tion out there and visited the (much more colourful and joyful)
respite centre that we eventually built.

There is a famous line from the film Chariots of Fire, where the
protagonist Eric Liddell says this: “I| believe God made me for a
purpose - but He also made me fast. And when | run, | feel His
pleasure.”

Likewise, whenever I'm speaking another language, | feel that
same sentiment - | am doing something God created and de-
signed me to do. | am being the most obedient disciple when |
am being authentically myself, the person God made me to be.
So my question is - what are your passions? What were you
built to do? When you feel you are being the most authentic ver-
sion of yourself? Because that is when you are worshipping and
glorifying God the most, and being obedient to him, being the
person he truly made you to be.

P.S. keep an eye out for a video on my facebook account on
St.David's day!
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Do you have any
unused/unloved lego?

Saints Chepstow is hoping to start a “Lego Church”
at St.Christopher’s Bulwark, and we need a good
supply of lego bricks before we can launch it.

Do you have any sitting unloved in a loft or
cupboard? If so we’d be very grateful for anything
you can offer!

Please contact Revd Zoe if so:
07754 306229 / severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com



ni stry Area

Mi

he

t

from around

News

proens w
ans Nur
progr ammé

S
\

esleys
Ar

St

oe -Chhrdlsd maisv
and

t hern

regul ar

a

f

(0]

t

h

t

I
ng

n
om.
ee
To
rs
starti



nd
i

Z =7< g
c>=° kboO
wOgo—
Law] = o —
() —
= ..L|_ ©
c.L<T =0
=Ty 2a
) °
© hem ©
w-gSCe
o -
Copnflla
cooo < .
o eeWIMga
debeHlnd
Eo c 9._
ocon >L.v
C tarr..nao
() huatth
vo-onopo—1b
— - @ lebo
SExTg ©
O0OO0OBcT~_9¢
OQcooges®_ o
= _ 0 @®© -
«©
@ TS
T mnmaoono ©
00 .._._._oa€f
— QOCCT.—.—
<e-0o0nuno>—_E
Imrrlr.la
CCVOO0- VE D
<cEZz20 na .

_ ¥ =
[¢)] ©
+— an OS
c — w
n
[¢D)
OMpr oo
(&) S ng
oo c
c ©CDO
o o O —_n
oo ae
o O).—
rsrga.lnh
grem V.I..l_
SxE o
>CPgt Q_g

— -
NEYBow 2 o
©_E2S g
o8 Pocg
—_ mgeSt
co O-a_ .
.|m A@| aye
m.— .0 mgy

~O_o0n,_. o
>0 n—>S
_®— | ®ao .g@
xT T 5 o o>
(] cc® _.Om®

. CC 350

o] ® =
< >c o
E=] c
> [¢D]
Ode es
- F
Btb k.M
X
= =
o]
2 >
.Ib 0
=0 rr
=L ()]
trW >
6 5 -
25> c
—
E-- o
o+ (©)
cO® P
0o c
e o
+— + ak
o+ X c©
O o0 £
C c >
(T = rn
KON . o
(@] — c©°
o _. O
- .0 n
rlasr o ®
@ co o<
O+ e
vcCcwnmw n o
n.— 00 S

he
clergy

us at t
t he

visited
wi t h

ng

She
meet i

a

year .
uded

ast

ncl
group
Fi ve
see

o .

C
<

i mary

Pr
Kilgwrrwg,

Shirenewt on

(0]

t

wa l

| ocati on

and
of

and
chur
war d

Euchar |

t he

church

Penterry
of

n
of
and

MA C

ker s

t he
celebration

ways
t he

me mber s
by a
ng

of f

Bi shop r emi

he

t

addr es s,

her

Dur i



it i'sS more important to be faitht
ulti mate success i s & aplnaerd, bryo tf
own agenda
little things matter, andtheyd
contribute t& &Krianwidrogn GQomd spr e
l ove in the world even in small
ties
it is important iwe wotk haweadt eéd
and experience and together we
by each working independentl!l vy,
encourage each other through di
Finally, an encouraging story from
main driving force behind the War
school assemblies in Shirémewtomnl t
of which is that he is often recog
t own. Recently two former pupils
Warm Zone and were delighted to fi
for Baptism for their children!
I f you want to find out any mor e
better stildl would | ike to volunt e
the c¢clergy, or churchwardens
SUBSCRI PTI ONS
Many thanks to all of you who hav
already. I f you haven't paid the 2
(A14) pl ease could you send the s
by Bank Transfer, or by cheque or

SUSAN CHAPMAN

We wish to thank al/l those kind pe
to us on the sudden death of our
Morris and also al/l who attended t
Usk on 3rd December and al | t hose
have shown such help and sympathy

Mi nelta and Derek Morris
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/-'f?“/ ST.DAVID’S DAY

PANCAKE PARTY!

SUNDAY 2ND MAR
3:30PM-4:30PM

Learn about St.David
through the medium of pancakes !
- Plus -
Join us for races, games, competitions and of course
all-you-can-eat pancakes and toppings!

«  GAMES
&
RACES

&

S — Y
S PANCAKES!

\_

\—/

Meeting in Shirenewton Church rooms
Contact Rev Zoe for more info: 07754 306229
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HOMECARE

Private Carer/Home help

Eileen O’ Dwyer 07795 689791
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MONMOUTHSHIRE

SERVICE & SALES CENTRE

The alternative to main dealers for service

Behind the Rock & Fountain on the A48 at Penhow

Looking for a quality used Land Rover?

Speak to Chris Duthie for our latest stock:

(01633) 400041

The Film Studios - Penhow - NP26 3AD




pue 202 Jaqwaldes T 1o} palepdn ale sSa8 |gqElAaW 1]l 8sayl

LLBL &LSE TLIEL PEOL #2BO LLBL &LSL ZIEL PEDL ¥TBO SZE0 uonels sng mojsdayy
= = = === = = = === = —- QTR0 |jeoyag aasusyaudwor) moysdayd
£0BlL SISL BOEL OEQL OZB) L0BL SISL ®D0EL OEOL OZEOD — pEoy uEp [exdsoy Aqunwiwoe) maysdayd
008l BOSL LDEL EZOL ELBO Q00BlL BOSL LOEL EZTOL ELBO ELBD uoRIuUNr peocy uolMauays
2541 BSkL LSZL ELO0L EDRO ¢5L1 BSkL LSEL ELDL EQOBO  E0BO Y3 isapy poomsaey
FPRLL OSKPL EREL SOOL SS5L0 Ll 0SPLE EREL SDODE SSL0 SSL0 peoy uuj a6pug wmbuep)
FELL ZbPL SETL LS80 LRLOD QELL ZRPL O SEZL LS6D LRLD O LELD zuenbs ufm] ysn
OELL 9EFL 6ZTL LS80 LWLO QELL 9EPL 6EZL LS60 LPLO0 LD peay uepy usms Bajo ysny
gLl GEFL ZZZL vRA0D WELOD cCll 6ZFL €221 ¥RE0D ¥ELD FELD eid-Aquogd | 2N
SLLL ZErl SIZL LESD L2L0 SLLL Z2RL SIZL LESD (LEE0  LELO0 [|lEH umo) ddo joodiuog
PLAL LEFL #LZL FESD 9TLO PLLL LERL PLZL PESD 9EL0 9ELO0 pEOY Y18 |[oodiuog
ELLL DERL ELZL SESD SEL0 ELLL 0ZFL ELZL SESD STL0 SZL0 ||IEH umo | joodfuog
S0ZL  —  SOZL £Z&0 LLLO §59L  —  GDZL LTH0 LLL0 LLED auenbs uelic|p3 Boyeaksacsd
0oL —  ODZL 2280 ECLLO 0S9L  — 0021 ZEoD ZLL0 ZLED [H puEg] uonElS SNE WesqUIMY
TJOH Y25
! shepuopy Aepijoy jueq 1dases Aepud o) Aepuopy

Bopaafsani quamn Bajo] ‘Asusausamn ‘wmbuep]
‘plauEen) ‘poomspes ‘ucimauanys |epdsoy Aunwwo mosday s e uelquimy _ —gﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂﬂm _ XN _ ;ﬂﬁﬂr—u

FZ0Z Iequaidag | woy s|qelswi]

snguodmanys X

e sna Leoaman (&)

ynorsnguodmau mmm

12



1 uo @3iaas Aepung ou 51 alag Auos sfepuopy AEpI|OH juBg pue sAepung

Auo sdepijoy jooyas saeladg  JoH

Ajuo sdepjooyss uo sareladg  yos

6261 GEFL -  LSLL £L&D 6Z6L BEFL AEFL —  LGLL L1&D UDNELS SN UBIqUIMD
SZ6L SEPL  —  LIFLL ELGD Sghl SEFL SEFL  —  IPLL EL&0 auenbs ueliopg Boieaksaai
BLEL £Z9L -  OvlL 5060 BlLaL (791 LEZ9L  —  OFLL 5060 [|leH umo ] doo joodfuog
L16L 9Z9L LEZ¥L GELL P0&O0 L6l 9291 9291 LZ¥L BELL ¥060 pECY jiE4 [oodfuog
PL6L SZ9L BL¥L BELL ED&OD 9L&L SZ9L SE9L BLPL BELL £060 [|lEH umo | [podiuog
BO6L 9191 &0FL &ELL G580 BOGL FL9L FL9L &0FL &ZLL SSBO abpug W apan
06l &09L ZOFL ZZLL BFED W06l £07L 6091 ZOPL ZELlL BFBO peoy wepy wams BajoD ysn
{58l E09L £SEL LLLL EVBO {581 EO9L E£09L £SEL £LML EFBO asenbg ufm] ysn
BYBL V5SSl BPEL BOLL PEBO BBl bS5l ¥5SL BFEL BOLL PEBD peoy uul 35pug wmbuery
4EBL SKSL BEEL 6501 SZ80 BEBL SFSL SYSL &EEL 8501 SEZBO PuF 1534, poomspes
LEBL fESL LEEL 1S0L [LBO LEBL (€Sl [ESL LEEL LSOL £1BO USHIUN[ PEOY UOIMBUIIYS
¥ZEL O0ESL FZEL +FOL  &0BO ¥Z8L O0ESL  — ¥ZEL WROL 4080 peoy uiely [epdsoy Apunwwo molsday
- - - - - - DESL - - - |ooyas5 tﬁ._u_.-l___—t..n_.._.—ou__ .!_.uﬁi.-_.__u
028l 9251 OZEL OFOL SOBO 0Z8lL 9251 S2SL OZEL OWOL S080 uonEls sng mosdayy
TO0H WS
________séepmics] SAPUON AopiP > Aepud o) Aepuow

_mH_nm_uI_ﬁ_.._.._EEoU.rﬁﬁ_um__.__U_.._n.e-.em:m_-_.._m._u_u.n;._m_._mm _
‘phmjiae ‘wmbue) ‘Aeusauamn) uamn Bajos ‘Bopaadsacis e g.ouhﬂ.ﬂﬂ—u — 3N _ I hﬂﬂﬂ.& _ uelquimy H

13



Shirenewton
Community Council

RENEWTON COMMUNI TY COUNCI

SHI

minutes ' ®ebthar m

he

t

from

PardaJd ckipak h @ofnf

Public

c= ana > Wld
o ) Cmv (M)
de..l.Ctn e
T ege®O° pxo
o© O..l_..l_g Sop
oQ *© Uanmwm
o
o ’ dln o o
bo>=-c o —= o
StdoeesmStt
2 n ©
© rO -
> a =) e
(&) - —
o e o (&) -9
m —Q [Se] AS o)
har_..l_l ..ledOn_m.vd
..l..le O = ©
© > g0 -
pe Oaarlhnvl|
En eWD.tiafS
Qo+ Qs vlpnd
hseiatedM ©c
+— [@) —_—c c eCU
(7] (20N +— @© o] @)

VET>TEC VO >V
n £E@S5To, O c—

n_+—EE © £ ®©_
S o - QT o
OB CNVDI—=—C OO
NECEVOV._CSO0S—CC
—_ O CO0O000®®O
DsadtIWprJS

Oo =

not hing could be
he | owi

not ed
considered

was al so
I 1 or

t

Counci

n

ol

f

t

)

@®

u
a
poul try

S
n

m

R ecro

DM/ 2023/ 0 1XCIoD8b e

o
o

(0]

rection of 2 addi ti
ure on established

Er e
t r

14



n

Onc

(0]

guest
Pl a

a
S
h
h
m
Fari

enab
i n
n

he

t
e
c
Wi
S
SCC

Assessme_n‘
S
i
p
m
b
0
o]
t

i gshtto rreeya i
or e
exi s
op
1t
a
d
t
igsa sa
take a
dscape.
ded
oRd
Ho me

t hat
ago

MCC' s

f
p
[
no
r

0]
0

t

d

r

i d
w
e
r

t
as
w
i d
he
00
objec

shown

e
e
h
n
o
t
e
a
i
d
t
t
S
e
e
v
t
r
at

> =
~%20 .8 0a-~07XxXg =k

e
0
n
vot e.
I

o c—

year

t
| a
ness.

C®©

m
n
t

a

n
ees

ar

a

o000 x
Cldc._. +~ 0o ~~Ev g gs-o0
o ~._
©—O._.—s58 o B, VOV _c O =g nec S
Cc co.09n0

o

o

f—

o

m Py coon VO T+5 gcC
- o

e

o

recal

hs

Wi
gal l op

t he
n

nei ghbour
e

n

busi

dr ai nagepr elshseurree
s h

pat

y

n
oonj:

ni

ay

i o

0
2
w
d
d
e
t
0
m
t

CO+ C+~ C e CDLL O
0O®®, 000 O o +=— vc~C¢c . " n
S
H

ot
ma
(0]
S
n
a

(0)
a

nt
[

[

n

- _ O SIWSIaeaO:I
@ © o .|e.|b o + O
0CCCPUOo>g o_ ® enewnhanpt W)
S = I S GG G/, R T = -~ DO Cwo on. » oOoo0Q
- B8 o0 - ®S +~ 0 — O—c —~3J30 ®WEZ_E
>>- Q0T N=>c0g —Cc>n?®-——0 _00.- © __ Eoos
CO _L05..-. O 0OsC-BTE DDOCSE-3S Cocwnw © .o Eco
W L e NTe 0 g+~ 50+ Q0 O L CTCw O_>
CUOECES._n0 20 c0dS-_CLXO0CW.. OLCC C._OO0O@G SO
e TENO D2 N _ 002 VWV Qe 20 FooQo Eon

atl

i

e

fo

rs

act
e n d\aot i

ors

Il i c

as

cul

— Q0 n
—cn=3
o S o
cCoO  —
5> —
.- O

DM/ 2023/ 01%amd
renewt on
I
P

Shi

C.T....l..l

15



0
u
t h
se

u
resubmitt e

fttahrata bluct nef sne.
Xt

me mb e

e
n .
S

TLO0D

ecol ogy

cape and
[ cation o
In the n
ng has e
es on
financi al
The cur
and gall op.

J
S
evi ewed

ne
7 8.

r
13
s

Qo
v W o~ YnonN<
T~ © < eb./anf.oo..l.
TV O LNamooY

[SENN TR IR O O«
Q~ w0 ~ToHssNoO
w H¥3ag nw~T oo

VSTV oon eSS 0=
N SN P T T R L S
<~T S TNHHNHOLOD
INTVNQATHV. TWTITT
OQCTWVLWAT VLT LI O
SnaemouanOuw .ol

~

a Pr
cl ar
t
o]

-

as
needed
submit ed.
D25, ASs ur
resolbvef
0O make.

n

t

del ay

ome

t his

wer e
aosry 2
bee
SCC

Cl
t hanlk
gener al
t he

project.

t hat
of

o]
hard

hear
on
t

positi
n

sad to
wi s h
wor k i
i cy,

he

—_ -

- ©

ancies

ac
un
wa
S
Il

pol

communi

He

I on

cat

amson wel | and

wi s h Mr Wi |
Def i

counci
Local

A
n

Ben

hat
n

t

Be

Eftil Frbanot &d

kKind|
com

has

ooKk.

nator .
en@out |

coprdi
ab eemaw.lal |

as

COUNTY COUNCI

- >

LLOR REPORT

Ser vi ce'd) aOounantivt t2e0e2 51 3

Brown advi sed:

r

| o

Counci

County

C

Democr at.

T o >E
©_apgflw
(o) B
daep..l_l
[¢)] 1) =
Setem
Obts e
a O
cog_ +-©°
“mEg <&
o Omae
O . =
roltd OM
eag...l s
rhn _y—
L ®©
o _o
> > - v
> C -
_ OT < o
o c
o
c 2 wn_
. — oW
o
5TV _ o
Vg €_gc
~ @ aWI
= nt— =
—OoO+¥— 0-0
&
mu — 0 O
M T -~ O
CoC.
o_o€o


mailto:ben.w.allen@outlook.com

go

re.

monmout hshi

/| / democracy.

https:
Cld=142&MI d=5861

2025

net

Cabi

oh'Jaheapg

n o (@]
=}
o mbSbeg
paeAn < .
(@] > S ()
°w
rsonc —
par.l O 4 . —
o o C
Wm CS 7]
()] [
— - 0 L
~ @] +
te Irlt
- bo.lu
(] - 5
o o @© O
occ _ S®o
) Od etm
—
_ hoaren
o Cm © O
~wgOlo
w_ O c = 7
+—
n5eC .IOC
SR
02 eb o
©
o g ~H oo
(qV] T o S o
Vo050
no_..|r hOd
—— OnkH
o Sp.l [e KNG
®© c &
— .
OCvo~ wzcon
o 0o0q
O T D — .— =
50w C 0L o
Fooola=3c

Cld=144&MI d=6305

Councilaomathe2@35

County

EovooS <
=)

W@ ®—C o
sSco.+ Do
o wd=—>
— O ®© TOHO
S N o
C—~oO XS0
s cg=>oc

Y—

LS
vocSg
Sco
>
(V)]
O O D>+
erxumao
COOVLOO o

o
Focomowaoao

centre.

own

+—

ou

ng
mon mo u

meet i

he

democracy.

t

t o

- c

Cld=143&MI d=5744

Cabi

29

DetVUsnomrgn20B6

Me mber

net

— S
LL ODg
Sr (0] —
ne c <o
S
(@) IlhdUI
_ co__
() —
tdCy @© k
o < +| 5
S >
— o g
(7)) O
> OS Shv
—-Q (¢}
o o__J .o
o o]
() 59 g
tntdp [ enlre
pm - -@._
o mlelch
CyOhrl %)
= G o
o eSAtU
“— T C +~ ~ 0
voO.__aoc©o¢g
< © . D
- VO O eO
— oV x+-E
VT._n 2T >
>0 o ©
cLfoc_o_®
0OO0CooL..C —
4
nokEo- o
(70} O - C X (@)
— OO0 ®© S - m
CCc. 00000

Cld=147&MI d=5729

17
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https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5744
https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5744
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https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=147&MId=5729
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frecycling-and-waste%2Fgarden-waste%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q&data=05%7C02
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frecycling-and-waste%2Fgarden-waste%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q&data=05%7C02
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frecycling-and-waste%2Fgarden-waste%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q&data=05%7C02
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frecycling-and-waste%2Fgarden-waste%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q&data=05%7C02
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2Frecycling-and-waste%2Fgarden-waste%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1pzQ_ivpWp6lIaOlzW_KQOY24rbNYYrHFKrA2DHHCikMrWlPJJKFPrsfQ_aem_Y8JDgFzPlNL5bTQcmVuh9Q&data=05%7C02
https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk
https://www.letstalkmonmouthshire.co.uk

bus. How the proposals wildl i mpac:
become more apparent when the budg
at the meetings in February. The
Scrutiny ComniiRetbereu aorny t2h0e2 56.
Place Commi tte"eebnuahe 5025
The Place Scrutiny Committee inclu
tion slides which provides more i
posal s.
The |link to the meeting can be fou
https://democracy. monmouthshire. go:
Cld=303&MI d=5830
Cllrs agreed the date of the "‘next
March 2025 at 7:00pm by public me
Recreation Hall or remotely.
Find more information in a draft
Communi ty Counci |l noti ce boar ds
mi nutes of meetings can b&® Websadte
www. shirenewtoncc. org. uk
Contact the Clerk to themadosnhmurnei-t y
newtoncc. @gmail . com
Mobi D410 580961
4 Village Mobile Hairdresser
)y Don’t have the time to go to a hairdresser?
Have your hair done in the comfort of your own
home!
Cut & Blow-dry Call for details;
Tint Rachel
Highlights 01291 641461
P@[FmS (29 years' experience)
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D5830&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ce4843bf16cb04dfe17ce08dd407e700c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdemocracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk%2FieListDocuments.aspx%3FCId%3D303%26MId%3D5830&data=05%7C02%7Clouisebrown%40monmouthshire.gov.uk%7Ce4843bf16cb04dfe17ce08dd407e700c%7C2c4d0079c52c4bb3b3cad8eaf1b
http://www.shirenewtoncc.org.uk
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com
mailto:shirenewtoncc.@gmail.com

Vacancy on Shirenewton Community Council

Shirenewton Community Council has 2 vacancies for a Councillor in the
Shirenawton and Mynyddbach ward

If you think you would like to be a Councillor and are over 18 years of age, contact the

Clerk by email at shirenewtoncofgmail.com

What is a Councillor?

Councillors are elected to represent an individual geographical unit on the council, known 3z 2 ward or parish. They are
generally electad by the public every five years. Batween the elections if a Councillor seat becomes available it can be
filled by the Council Co-opting the applicant ento the Council. 2 seats for Co-option are now available.

What do Councillors do?
Councillors have three main components to their work,

1. Decision making — Through meetings and attending commitiees with other elected members, councillors decide
which activities to support, where money should be spent, what senvices shauld be delivered and what policies
should be implemented.

2. Monitoring - Councillors make sure that their decisions lead to efficient and effective services by keeping an aye
on how well things are working,

3. Getting involved locally — &3 local representatives, coundillers have responsibilities towards their constituents
and local organisations. These responsibilities and dutles often depend on what the councillor wants to achieve
and how much time ks available, and rmay Include:

= Going 1o meetings of local organisations
+  Going to meatings of bodies affecting the wider community
= Taking up ssues on behalf of members of the public

Hows much time does it take up?

Cruite often councillers say that their duties occupy them for about an bour a week. Obvicusly, there are some
coundillors who spend maore time than this - and sorme less, but in the main, being a community counciller is an
enjoyalble way of contributing to your comrmunity and helping to make it a better place to live and work.

¥ou will be supported in your role and will be expected to undertake training. You should be comfortable working
electronically, You should have a positive outkeok and a can-do attitude and be willing to work as part of a team, If after
reading this notice you are interested in applying, please contact the clerk to the council using the above details.

Shirenewlon
Communily Coundil

Congratulations to our 200 CI
1. Jami e Wid.l i aBmsiolny Ashby

3. Linda Dobson
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SERVI CES AT SHI RENEWTON CHURCH
Sunday morning services return to
Mar c h
Sundi®a2ch10. 00Eucharist with Hymn

3.30 Caf® Church (in the

roonmdlancake party

Sundé%a@ch 10. 00Morning Praise with
Sundat)}MaerChlo OOEucharist with Hymn
Sunda'yMar3ach1 0. 00 Eucharist with Hymn
Sunda'yMa3roc h1 0. 00 Mot hering Sunday Se
Al | are welcome to come and join u
the church rooms after the service

I nformation of services at the ot .

the SevernW e Miwwiws tsrewyehmevy eimsi. & i
Calling all 200- ACInwka | MSmtbhesrcg i pti on
200 Club subs for this year are no
to pay by standing order (thank 'y
prefer to pay boy ecaasseh wanitcehetquBsi | e
at Church House, Shi renewt on, Ch
01291 648485 @endoggett @btaisnitsarome ta.sc
bl e. | f paying by <cheque, pl ease
iIShirenewt.on PCC
If you are new to the area and are
al | about, ét hen read on
For each A10 subscribed you are al
is entered into the monthly draw.
bership numbers as you Ilike in you
members or even a pet'!

There are 10 draws per_year, Augus
ti ons, and each dr aw3®i20 apnady Ao0lult.
draws take place on the hird Sun
lucky winners wild. be announced ir
Parish Magazine.

Where does the money go? |t goes
towards the upkeep of the church.

Thank you for your support.

Ail een
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http://www.severnwyema.co.uk
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Shirenewton W.L

Musings on Monmouthshire

Shirenewton W.I. members were a lot more informed about our beautiful county
after a talk by local historian, Peter Strong at our February meeting. Peter first
became interested in the identity of Monmouthshire when he began teaching
history at Caldicot Comprehensive School and after discovering his Welsh
heritage.

So what of Monmouthshire’s identity — firstly its name: [ can’t be the only one
to struggle to find Monmouthshire on the “drop down’ address when shopping
on line. Sadly I'm not a Welsh speaker but even I can identify Sir Fynwy as
Welsh for Monmouthshire, but Gwent is often still there too.

Peter explained that Gwent was the name of the land between the rivers Wye
and Usk from the post Roman period to the Norman conquest. After the Norman
invasion it became known as the County of Monmouth or Monmouthshire.
Between 1974 and— 1996, it returned to the name of Gwent following the Local
Government Act of 1972, only to become the Unitary Authority of
Monmouthshire again following the reorganisation of local government in 19946

Despite its official title, the name Gwent was still in uze by local newspapers in
South East Wales in the 19% and 20% centuries and in 1913 the Newport
Monmouth Infirmary was renamed The Royal Gwent Hospital.
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Confizzed? Well then Peter tackled the thorny subject of whether
Monmouthshire was in England or Wales in the past? The motto of
Monmouthshire County Council is “Faithful To Both’, which seems a pretty
sensible approach if vou live in turbulent border country!

Henry VIII created new counties in the Welsh Marches, including
Monmouthshire, making them akin to English shires. The Acts of Union in the
16% century brought Monmouthshire under English jurisdiction. They gave
Monmouih countv two M. Ps (like the other English counties) while the rest of
Wales only had one M.P. per county.

But what did the people of Monmouthshire think? As ever it wasn’t that
straightforward. Should a boy from Ebbw Vale play rugby for England or
Wales? In the 19% C Newport RFC was affiliated to both the English and the
Welsh Rughy Unions.

An Act in 1881 required pubs in Wales to close on a Sunday, vet pubs in
Monmouthshire were allowed to remain open, as in England. The uncertainty of
Monmouthshire’s English versus Welsh identity 1s portrayed in Monmouthshire
County Council’s Coat of Arms featuring a rose-wielding English lion and a
leek-brandishing Welsh dragon.

Peter’s talk gave us a greater appreciation of our county. Our members were
encouraged to bring Monmouthshire memorabilia and documents to the meeting
which sparked some interesting discussions. Peter’s talk confirmed what we
already knew - that despite the ambiguities and confusion, Monmouthshire is
indeed a very special place to live.

Jackie Broughton

At our next meeting at 7.15p.m. on Thursday 13® March at the Huntsman
Pub, we shall be celebrating Shirenewton W.I."s 73 birthday with a fish and
chip supper followed by a quiz. If vou are interested in joining Shirenewton W.I
or would like to find out more about our group, then please contact Jane
Butterworth at janeb247 @ omail com or Angela Gray at

angela deepweir@btopenworld.com
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MA'Y

Thursday 1 Ministry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mSt Arvans Church, St Ar v
Wednestd'lay 7The Story of the Two Ron
7.00 p. m. St MarBRBriory Church, Chej
Thur sd'ay 8 VE Day

Saturdiy 1®l ant Sale and caf ®

10. 30-1a3®m. graml swood and Newchurch
Thursddy 1%Ministry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mSt Thomas ~°~ Becket Churc
Thursddy 2Ministry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mSt Te®&wdChwer c h, Mat her n
Thursddy 2Ministry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mStMa®y Priory Church, Chej
JUNE

Thursd'ay 5 Ministry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mStPetBerNewchur ch

Thursday 12Mimistry Area Prayer Gro
7. 895 00 p. mStMady Church, Penterry
Saturday 14tiHl age Fete

2. 3000 p. mShirenewton Recreation F

The Big Spring Clean 2025

In support of Keep Britain Tidy Day, Shirenewton W.I. plans to take part in the

Big Spring Clean by organising a litter pick around the village between the dates
of 215 March and 6% April.

If you would like to find out more about this or would like to join us (you don’t
have to be a member) then please contact Jane Butterworth at
janeb247(@email.com for further details.
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Introducing
.o.';.°o.
‘e chepstow

A new Anglican church at St.Christopher’s, Bulwark

Led by Revds Zoe & Barney
Pimentel, and Children & Families
Pioneer Clare Edwards, the new
W church will have an informal style
o“? with an emphasis on reaching
I those under 40.

During the week Saints will be running activities aimed at children

and families - a “Lego Church”, a children’s community choir, and

a toddler group, with Sunday evenings set aside for more Spiritual
input and time together over a meal.

If you are interested in learning more, or would like to volunteer,
please get in touch!

saintschepstow@cinw.org.uk

Inclusion and equality are some of our core values as a
leadership team. Our aim is for Saints to be LGBTQI+ < =
affirming and to achieve the Autism Friendly award by the

National Autistic Society.

26



UPDATE ON

THE TREDEGAR AR

New filcooompl et e
New wi ndonws compl et e
New baompl et e
10Qearl d fradamteidqagomrefur bi :

OPENI NG SOON
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Swift Action Needed!

r.

Firstly, thank you for the positive feedback from the first article in this
series. Thereis clearly still a Lot of love and appreciation for swifts in our
villages. Thanks also for the people who have already contacted us (see
contact details at bottom of this article), offering support and help. We
plan to organise an informal meeating with those offering help once the
weather improves. We will keep you posted.

Common Swifts: Aren’t they amazing?

As discussed last month, common swifts are sadly, not common anymore.
The ‘common’ refers to their wide-ranging *Old World"” breeding distribution
from Morthern Europe, south to Africa and right across Asia to China in the
gast.

Map of the breeding range of the commaon swift

Swifts are being impacted throughout their range, but the decline is
particularly marked on their northern edge. This is not uncommon for a
species whose population is under pressure. Many other species of UK
breeding bird are suffering similar declines, think cuckoo, nightingale and
spotted flycatcher to name three. The good news is that local initiatives in
communities throughout Europe have been successful in protecting and

28



boosting their numbers. So, there is real hope for our villages' population,
believed to be just six breeding pairs, if we take swift action now.

Mot many people get close up with a swift, unless you are lucky enough to
have a licence for their scientific study. Often we glimpse them flying fast
and Low over the village as a black arrow-like bird, particularly against the
bright blue of a summer sky. However, they are not black, but a most
amazing dark brown, with white under their necks.

People often group them with our other iconic summer visitors like
swallows and house martins and although they superficially look similar
they are in fact evolutionarily far removed from these species. Surprisingly,
their closest living relative is the tiny and equally amazing hummingbird
family. Swifts have the longest (by someway) ratio between wing length and
body, a characteristic it shares with the tiny hummingbirds (if they would
ever stay still enough to truly observe this).

Itis the swift's body shape that resulted in its Latin name Apus apus, which
means footless. Their long wings hide their feet, which are pretty much
useless, apart from gripping onto vertical surfaces. This explains why
switts never land apart from breeding and why they need nest sites that
they can fly directly into: i.e. buildings, inside caves, cliff faces and a single
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population that apparently nests inside trees in the old growth pine forest
in Scotland. Swifts' love of the built environment means even people living
in the middle of cities get to witness these truly wild birds. In fact,
distribution and abundance maps show a close match to the built
environment, with highest concentrations in urban areas.

Mo one can fail to appreciate how fast swifts fly across the sky; they are the
fastest bird in powered flight [needle-tailed swift), unlike peregrine who
tries to claim this prize but actually uses terminal gravity/velocity to reach
itz amazing speeds as it plunges, rather than flies, towards the ground.

Young swifts, never touch ground for the first 4 years of their lives. They still
migrate back and forth from Africa each summer to their village of birth and
will examine possible nesting sites, but actually head to the heavens each
evening, thousands of feet above the ground to sleep on the wing, flying in
circles. In those four years, the young swift might have flown the equivalent
of fifteen times the circumference of the earth —without landing once! This
permanent flight is completely unigue to swifts — no other bird species can
even approach such a feat

A French Airman in the 1814-18 war was gliding down in his plane with
engines turned off so as to avoeid detection when at 10,000 feet he found
himself amongst birds which were apparently motionless. One of these
hirds was found the following day caught in the engine and found to be a
swift.

| mentioned last month that adult swifts will happily fly large distance to
find food for their young and our village swifts will even fly back and forth to
France, if necessary. The young swifts survive these long periods of being
left alone by becoming semi-comatose (vastly decreased heartbeat and
temperature) whilst their parents are away. If only children were so
accommodating!

Again, if you would like to help keep our summer skies alive with this most
magnificent bird. please send an email to shirenewtonswifts@gmail.com
and we will be in touch.
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Shirenewton Bell Ringing News

On Sunday 16™ March it was Dudley Surman's 90™ birthday
and we rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles to celebrate.
Dudley, a tower captain down in Mathern and who has been
ringing for most of his life, even longer than Mike Penney was
key in setting up a band of ringers, here in Shirenewton. This
includes me. If T'm honest, I had never thought about
becoming a bell ringer. Not on my list of Things to become -
same as being a ballet dancer or a brain surgeon. Anyway, even
it I had wanted to, the bells in Shirenewton were unsafe and
un-ring-able. But in the mid-1990s, our then organist, Martyn
Cole spotted a grant opporfunity to get the Shirenewton bells
fixed as there was a grand plan for all the bells across the
country to ring The Millennium in. So a small working party was
formed and we had our bells rehung, retuned and ring-able. But
that was the easy part. The Big Problem? We didn't have any
ringers. And it was Dudley who came to our rescue. He was
instrumental in recruiting and training up a Shirenewton band.
And yes, we rang the Millenium inl 5o our + peal on Sunday was
to celebrate his birthday and to mark his contribution to bell
ringing in general and to Shirenewton in particular. Mathern
Tower also rang a surprise quarter peal for him and then they
laid on a ferrific cream tea for us all o celebratel It wasa
grand afternoon! Thanks Dudleyll &lynis Macbonald
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SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Registered Charity No. 1090167
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Takeaway or Eat In

COME AND CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY MENUS FOR A TASTEBUD TREAT OR
HoTtEL TRADITIONAL COMFORT FOOD BY ORDERING A TAKEAWAY OR DINING IN.

WEDNESDAY
DELICIOUS VARIETY ON THE MENU

FRIDAY
A'WIDE RANGE OF FISH & CHIPS MENU OPTIONS

CALL 01291 641521 SUNDAY LUNCH
CALL OR TEXT £13 COLD OPTION
07961 522393 HEAT YOURSELF AT HOME
OR 07766 237915 £15 HOT OR DINE IN

MENU CHOICES ARE ALL SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. REMEMBER TO
CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AS MENUS CHANGE WEEKLY.

Shirenewton Fete will be on
Saturday 14 June 2025

lanet Horton and Seirian Orrell have done a fantastic job organising the fete in recent years
and have handed over this task to Andrew Baker and John Burrows. We need a few more
people to help plan the event, as well as, we hope, the continued input of the regular

helpers in the weeks before the Fete and on the day itself.

If you would like to help in the forward planning for the Fete please come to a meeting on
Tuesday evening, 18 February 2025 at 7.30pm in the Carpenters Arms

to discuss ideas and input for the 2025 fate. Look forward to seeing you.
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Tots and

St Christophers Church
Pembroke Road, Bulwark

For pre school children, babies and their carers.
Join us every Thursday from 10 - 11:30 , during term time
for play, crafts, songs, friendship, refreshments, and fun!

Starting January 9th 2025!

Contact: saintschepstow@cinw.org.uk for more info.
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HELP NEEDED
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