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SHIRENEWTON FETE WILL BE ON 
 

SATURDAY 14th JUNE 2025 
 

Everyoneðplease make sure it is in the diary! 
 

For those who have regularly carried out tasks, or run stalls, 
please, please, do so againðit is vital.  

 
And for new volunteers to run events or stalls please 

contact us onðshirenewtonfete@gmail.com 
 

We will contact all volunteers in May/June to discuss 
arrangements and needs. 

 
Andrew Baker/John Burrowsðshirenewtonfete@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER FETE GRAND PRIZE DRAW 
 

Raffle tickets will soon be available for the grand prize draw to be 
held at the Summer Fete on 14 June.  Donôt miss out on the 
opportunity to win one of our wonderful prizes, which include: 
Ã100.00 cash, 2 Prizes of Ã50.00 worth of M&S Vouchers,  a  
voucher for newly reopened Tredegar Arms, a luxury spirit hamper,  
a 4 Ball Golf Day at St Pierre, vouchers for Chepstow Garden  
Centre, Neil Powell Butcher, Deaconôs Florist plus other great  
prizes. 
 
Please support this important part of our annual fundrais-
ing to help maintain our beautiful church, the churchyard 
and the Saysell Centre.  Tickets cost just Ã1.00 each, Ã5.00 
for a book of 5. 
 

If you would like to buy any tickets then please just text 
me, ring me, email me or just ask me if you see me walking 
my dog around the village.   
 
Thanks,  
Aileen.   
07814 451943, 01291 641459, aileendoggett@btinternet.com 
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GOOD FRIDAY WALK AND BREAKFAST 
 
It was a bit of a drizzly day when about forty of us, adults, young-
sters and dogs, all met up at St Thomas ¨ Becket Church, Shire-
newton at 9 oôclock in the morning for our Good Friday Walk and 
breakfast. The Reverend Zoe Pimentel briefed us all beforehand 
and gave out colourful collecting bags to the children and fluores-
cent jackets to others for her health and safety risk assessment.  
She had two rules ï no one was to get ahead of her on the walk; 
and children had to ask an adult before picking anything up off the 
ground to put in their collecting bags.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We set off across the field behind Caepwcella collecting flowers, 
leaves, interesting twigs and all sorts of other vegetation, and then 
down on to Red House Lane which we followed until we came to 
the junction with the Green Lane. The foraging continued as we 
walked up the Green Lane and on to the Recreation Field where 
some of the younger ones joined in with Zoeôs new game: when 
she shouted ñGood Fridayò we all ran away as the apostles had  
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done when Jesus was crucified; then when she shouted ñEaster 
Sundayò we all rushed back as the apostles had done to witness 
Christ resurrected. We walked across the field and up the steps in 
the far corner to make our way back to the Church Room ï by 
which time the rain had pretty much stopped! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Church Room we were greeted with teas, coffees, bacon but-
ties, vegan sausages in a bun, croissants and pastries, hot cross 
buns and orange juice.  The younger ones were tasked with making 
a cross with all the stuff they had collected laid out on the floor, 
supervised by Zoeðsee the picture on the front cover.  Then they 
had the opportunity of constructing the cave where Jesusô body had 
been laid (see picture below) and the rolled-away stone out of bis-
cuits and mini Easter eggs and this proved to be very popular. By 
11 oôclock the dogs were restless, the youngsters were entertained, 
the adults were well fed, the bacon had run out and the rain had 
definitely stopped, and people began to drift off home.  
 
Special thanks to Janet Horton and Jane Smith-Haddon for cooking 
the breakfast and to all the volunteers who helped to clear up after-
wards.  
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EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE AT SHIRENEWTON 
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A PILGRIM OF HOPE 
 

Many of you know by now that I am walking a pilgrimage from 
Chepstow to Rome starting on 27th July.  I have had a variety of 
responses to this undertaking from, ñyou are barking madò, ñwhy?ò 
and ñthatôs really inspirationalò. So why am I going to walk almost 
2000miles? What do I hope to achieve? Well, I will not be able to 
cover the full depth of these questions, but hopeful this will give 
you a glimpse. I hope it will lure you to draw closer to Godôs love 
for you in your own way. 
 

It is fitting that I write this on the day in which Pope Francis died. 
He is largely the reason I chose to go this year and to go to Rome. 
Some of you may know that this is a Jubilee year, a special year 
when we are encouraged to focus our attention even more inten-
tionally on creating a more just world. Pope Francis proclaimed that 
the theme for this Jubilee year would be ñPilgrimage of Hopeò. This 
was a huge inspiration for me, as hope is what I live to engender, 
Love and Hope are at the heart of following Christ.  
 

I am neither a pessimistic or optimistic person, I donôt now if thing 
will get worse or will be ok in the end. In the last few years, I have 
pinched a phrase from one of my heroes in the faith, Dr Cornel 
West, to describe myself, ñI am a prisoner of Hopeò. Optimism 
believes that all will work out for the best in the end despite all evi-
dence to the contrary but not hope. Hope recognises that things 
might not get better but refuses to give into despair. Hope causes 
me to work tirelessly to try and create the world I wish to see, a 
world of justice, peace, reconciliation and love. This is the world we 
pray for every time we say the Lordôs Prayer ñThy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.ò (Matt 6:10). This is 
what Jesus meant when he proclaimed that kingdom of Heaven. 
 

I wanted to be one of those pilgrims of Hope and this is why my 
journey looks a little different to some others. As a Franciscan I 
have taken inspiration from my spiritual father, St Francis, who said 
all Franciscans are ñpilgrims of the worldò. So, in true Franciscan 
fashion I am not taking any money with me but just relying on the 
kindness of others to sustain and house me along my way; hence 
the ñyour barking madò comments, ha! 
 

To create the world I hope to see, creating deep connection with 
others is key, especially those who are strangers, who are different, 
who may even consider themselves my enemy. In relying solely on 
the kindness of others, I must learn to trust and be vulnerable and 
seek relationship with others. Like many of us I have become selec-
tive my relationships. I develop friendships with those like me, I  
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keep others at a distance, I close the door on my safe little house 
to keep the messy world at bay. This is not the way that Jesus 
showed us, he sought out and connected with everyone, especially 
those we would rather not have in our homes. Jesus entered the 
messiness of othersô lives in order to love them fully and he calls us 
to do the same. This is one of the main reasons for my pilgrimage. 
 

I will be spending 2000 miles walk with just me and God. I cannot 
escape myself or God, there will be no Netflix or YouTube or any-
thing else to distract me or hide behind. So, a large part of pilgrim-
age is to seek deeper connection with God and learn more about 
yourself, to confront the shadow elements of your nature that we 
all have. It is also a time of discernment, seeking God as to what is 
to come next in your call to follow Christ faithfully. I have no doubt 
I will come back changed by the experienced. It will hopefully be 
time of growth; growth spiritually, personally, and in my love for 
God and others. There is no growth in any aspect of life without 
discomfort and challenge, I am sure this pilgrimage with provide 
plenty of both. 
 

I hope this gives you a glimpse into the main reasons for my pil-
grimage of hope to Rome. It is less about the destination and more 
about the process of becoming. The hardships I will face, the peo-
ple I meet, the hours I will spend in prayer and time with God are 
all at the heart of pilgrimage. Pilgrimage is never truly walked 
alone, your prayers will help sustain me, my prayers for you will 
mean that you will accompany me along my way. 
 
Peace and every blessing 
 
Philip 
 

For more information you can follow me at: 
www.pilgrimofhope.co.uk or  
on Facebook: Philip Pilgrim of Hope 

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in April: 

 1.  Brian Harper   2.  Anna Reid (n®e Broughton) 
 
    3. Piper Dowell 

http://www.pilgrimofhope.co.uk
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JOIN US AT ñSAINTS CHEPSTOWò FOR A NEW BIBLE 
STUDY COURSE 

 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven remarkable statements 
beginning with the words "I am,".  This echoes Exodus 3:14 when 
God reveals himself to Moses at the burning bush, stating "I AM 
WHO I AM," and instructs Moses to tell the Israelites, "I AM has 
sent me to you.ò  Through these words, Jesus connects Himself 
directly to God's identity, giving us powerful insights into His char-
acter and the kind of relationship He invites us into. 
 

These seven sayings: 
 

I am the Bread of Life  
 

I am the Light of the World 
 

I am the Door 
 

I am the Good Shepherd  
 

I am the Resurrection and the Life  
 

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life  
 

I am the True Vine 
 
will be explored in a relaxed and engaging seven-week Bible study. 
Each week weôll unpack one of these sayings and discuss what it 
means for our lives today. 
 
You are warmly invited to join us at St Christopherôs on Sunday 
evenings, beginning Sunday, 11th May at 7pm. Each session starts 
informally with delicious puddings, along with tea and coffee. After 
refreshments, weôll enjoy a couple of modern worship songs before 
moving into friendly, open group discussions about the evening's "I 
am" saying. Each session will end with a short time of prayer and 
finish by 8:30pm. 
 
Whether youôre exploring faith for the first time or seeking to deep-
en your relationship with God, all are very welcome. Come and 
journey with us as we discover how these extraordinary sayings of 
Jesus speak powerfully into our everyday lives. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you! If you have any questions 
please contact Barney or Zoe on 07754 306229 /  
Severn.Wye.MAL@gmail.com 
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24/7 PRAYER 
 

Age 18, at 2:45 one morning, I crept quietly out of my house so as 
not to wake anyone, got into my car and drove to church. The 
roads were empty and everything was silent and peaceful. There 
was no sign of life except one other car in the car park, and one 
light on at the back door. I waited until one minute to three, then 
made my way over. A stranger approached the back door from 
within, unlocked and opened it for me, and as I stepped in and 
they made their way out, we silently nodded a friendly and know-
ing greeting to each other.  
 

I had signed up for the 3am-4am slot at my churchôs 24/7 prayer 
room. I felt a bit tired, but the adrenaline of being out in the mid-
dle of the night, and having this holy space all to myself, made it 
all worth it. To be praying at such a silent and peaceful time of 
night made it all the more special ï I felt like me and God were the 
only two beings in existence, and his presence was more powerful 
than ever as He acknowledged the sacrifice of sleep and comfort I 
had made to spend time with him. 
 

This was one of my first experiences of a 24/7 prayer room. They 
run every day, up and down the country, and all around the world, 
with a vision of ensuring that prayer is happening somewhere 
throughout the world, no matter day or night. They are places of 
inspiration, creativity and ï obviously ï prayer, designed to be a 
welcoming and encouraging space that enables anyone to spend 
time in prayer. 
 

We are excited to let you know that we will be running a 24/7 
prayer room at St. Christopherôs Church, Bulwark, from 10am on 
Friday 30th May (launching the prayer room with the weekly com-
munion service), until 10am Saturday 31st May. 
 
24/7 prayer rooms have an abundance of art and craft materials, 
prompts, photos, pre-written prayers, CD/music players, comfy 
cushions and other aids to enable all visitors to engage in an act of 
prayer in a way they are most comfortable. They are the perfect 
place for prayer ónovicesô and prayer ówarriorsô alike! The way pray-
er rooms work is this environment is set up and then the prayer 
period is split into one hour slots, which people volunteer to sign 
up for, to try and ensure the full period (in our case, 24 hours) is 
covered.  
 

Yes, this includes all night! Would you like to experience the same 
thrill of spending time in prayer in the stillness of the night? Or per-
haps you would prefer a more reasonable hour and would be  
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intrigued to experience a prayer room for the first time? Anyone 
and everyone is welcome to sign up. There will be a physical sheet 
at St. Christopherôs that you can put your name down on, or other-
wise you can email me at Severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com to reserve 
the slot you would most prefer: All are currently available from 
11am on Friday 30th May until 10am on Saturday 31st May. 
 
Revd Zoe Pimentel 

 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTORS WANTED! 
 

Due to Nerys Wilson moving out of Shirenewton to Cardiff, and 
Steve Hunt about to move out of Earlswood for Somerset, we need 
contributors for our monthly recipes and our monthly gardening 
tips. If you feel you have sufficient expertise or experience to fill 
either of these positions, please contact the editor of the magazine 
at parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:Severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com
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UPDATE ON 
 

THE TREDEGAR ARMS 
 

Itôs taken a little longer than expected, but all 
finishing touches are just about complete.  

 
Furniture has arrived, completely new and 
very well equipped kitchen installed, cellar re-
furbished & beer pumps commissioned. 

 
 

OPENING SOONШ 
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