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July -2005

Dear Parishioners,

As the G8 summit is challenged by the real poverty in the world all Christian people are called to pray for and actively participate in raising Global awareness and responsibility for those who will never enjoy what we expect as everyday. How quickly do we complain if the water or the power is turned off? How exasperated if the supermarket has run out of our favourite what ever? We are so richly blessed with so much both materially and in terms of the skills and talents so many people put at the disposal of our Churches. We see exceptional good will and more when we experience the coming together of people to support our Churches, whether in yet another spectacular fete at Shirenewton (a huge well done to all who worked so late for so long and for so many!) or in the impact of the Fair Trade weekend in Caerwent which attracted new Sunday Club members and brought people in who were attracted by something different (another well done to all).

Examples of real mission building the rumour of God into conversations. The future holds many great opportunities but it also holds many challenges, not least of which is how do we make something meaningful of becoming a United Parish while at the same time retaining and expanding the individual identities of each of the communities within the parish area? 

The only way forward is in a combination of two unlikely bedfellows: prayer and humour. It will need both to achieve what in the early days can seem the impossible but we need to take heart from the writer who said: “To see the invisible is to is to be able to do the impossible.” Prayer gives glimpses of the invisible and humour takes the pain from attempting the new and untried.

Shirenewton has received the gift of a votive prayer stand, which will soon be dedicated, and in use. To light a candle to focus our prayers is always a useful reminder of Jesus the true Light of the World and to leave it lit as you leave the quiet of the Church emphasises that prayer is something that lasts and is not confined in time or space. To have the confidence as well as the humility to hand things over to God only increases our energy and sensitivity to each other and to the world around us.

Often to understand ourselves more deeply we all need to laugh.

Nothing would be easier that to moan on about the fact that whether its fifth or first Sunday Group Services attendance is hardly record breaking and for that matter the same could be said for every Sunday. To moan is such a waste of God given energy its better to Challenge our selves with a joke which can get us thinking afresh. The other day I came across a quip from the Rabbi Lionel Blue: “There was this Jewish man who was shipwrecked on a desert island. Years later a passing ship saw his flag tied to a palm tree and sent a search party. He couldn’t stop talking as he showed the sailors around. “Is that the house you built to live in?” asked one sailor politely, pointing to a beautifully made hut on a hill. “Oh no,” said the man proudly, “that’s the synagogue I go to pray in.” The sailors are impressed. Is that the home you built to live in? Asked another, pointing to a lovely hut on a nearby hill. “Oh no,” said the man dismissively,  “that’s the synagogue I wouldn’t be seen dead in!”  To be able to laugh stimulates all our thinking and living. It drives to confront both aspirations and fears at the same time and to seek fresh ways of building the future and as Christian people that means together.

May I wish everyone a happy and refreshing summer, safe travel and holidays and the same if you’re staying at home.

Hugh Trenchard.
SHIRENEWTON SUNDAY CLUB

Here are the dates for the next month or so.

SHIRENEWTON SUNDAY CLUB

Dates for Summer Term….  

….As far as we know them at the moment! 

Things might change a bit as we work out how to incorporate our new Group All Age Service

date
Time
 Venue

Jul 3rd
9.45
Group All Age Service–Shirenewton Church

Jul 10th
9.45
Sunday Club – The Chantry

Jul 17th 
9.45
Sunday Club – The Chantry

Autumn Term will begin on Sunday 11 September

We expect to hold Group All Age Services on 

the First Sunday of every month.

Shirenewton Sunday Club welcomes 

all children from 3 years. 
Do come and join us.

Jane Smith-Haddon 
641 525

Glynis MacDonald
641 818


From the registers

3rd June –Emma Dobson and Toby Chapple: A service of Holy Matrimony 

11th June – Helen Margaret Walton and Andrew Mark Jones: A service of Holy Matrimony

8th June  - A Funeral Service was held for Mrs. Elizabeth Eleanor Attfield. Born 1929 died June 2005.


SHIRENEWTON CHURCH FETE

What a fantastic day! Thank you all for coming to support us and joining in the many activities.
The afternoon started off at the Tan House and we were amazed to see the number of colourful floats all full of excited children in many different costumes. The pretty Carnival Queen sat with her entourage on her “Platform 9 ¾” float among various characters from “Harry Potter” (both children and “grown-ups”). The Brownies’ float depicted Peter Pan and the pirates, the scouts and cubs formed a World Cup football float and an Ad-Lib float showed off costumes from their next production. This float also included a bright yellow-feathered bird with striped red and white feet who actually drove the lorry. I hear she was terrorising the pets’ corner at a later date! (The same bird was reported to have been seen flying from the Newport Transporter Bridge the following day, what a bird!). To complete the scene was a walking team of young girls dressed as contenders for “Miss World”. The floats paraded through the village led by the rousing music of the Chepstow Town Band dressed in smart navy and gold uniforms.

Stuart Dutton ably opened the fete (as he had the mike in his hand at the time!) and he presented the prizes to the winners of the float and fancy dress competition. Generous mums and dads, doting grannies and granddads and loads of children then besieged the stalls. Where do you all come from? We had the usual successful scrumptious cake stall the tantalising smell of the beef-burger and hot dog stall, the delicious cream teas, cool ice cream and soft drinks. The ever popular bottle stall and “water into wine” stall caused much interest with people happily clutching their fairly won wine bottles. Of course the beer tent was well attended (thanks to Gary from the Carps). (Do you have to be an alcoholic to live in this village?)  And thanks to Roffe and the Cricket Club for use of their facilities. Added attractions this year was a traditional Punch and Judy show, female clog dancers in blue and red costumes and a red model steam engine carrying children around the field. In the “square” we were entertained once again by the talented Chepstow Band and our own local jazz group. There were many other stalls to add to this fun afternoon and lots of sports activities for the children. 
Later in the evening we celebrated our successful day by enjoying a plentiful buffet supper at the “Huntsman Hotel” and later danced the night away to a disco. Where do we all find the energy! 
On behalf of the fete committee, I would like to thank the many people who help to make this day so successful. It would not have been possible without the combined efforts of so many of you. Every stall and activity play an important role in making this fete such happy day. So many thanks to you all and we hope we can call on your various talents again next year!

Barbara Walters

on behalf of the Church Fete Committee 

P.S. I hear a whisper (or a loud roar from the treasurer) that we have once again made over £4000 for the church funds.

Found in the Fete clean up: - Small pink sun hat infants – to retrieve it ring Bob on 641686. 
The Winners of Grand Draw Prizes at the Fete Were:

Prize.

Ticket

Prize

       Winner

1st 

0501

£100

        P Dutton

2nd

1039

£50

        G Down

3rd

2168

£25

        L MacFarlane

4th

0938
    Whiskey & Gin Pack
       Tony & Noleen

5th

2039
    Coffee Machine
        Sally Newham

6th

0425
     Basket of Wines               Sarah Walters 

7th

2124 
     Lunch for 2 at the TA        Lindsay Doig

8th

0361          Selection of toiletries        T Moore

9th

0468    
     Sherry & Chocolates         H Leney

10th

2023
     Hanging Basket
        M Baker

11th

2135 
     Bottle of Champagne        C Davies

12th

0433
     Travel Bag & Pen
        V Young

13th

0021
     Chocs & Ladies Scarf       H Jones

14th

0927
     Box of Boys (Toys)           T Back

15th

0111
     Box of Toys (Girls)            R Grattan

16th

0687
     Two Garden Shrubs          C Ward





Shirenewton Church 200 Club

June Draw

 188

Jean Howe

£40


 185

Stan Jones 

£30

 234

David Morgan

£20


 174

Wenche O’Keefe
£10


Notes from the P.C.C held in the Church on 13th June 

The Revd Hugh Trenchard opened the meeting in Prayer.

The highly successful Church Fete was discussed, that not only succeeded in raising more than £4500 but also was a thoroughly enjoyable day. The involvement of so many different people and the general sense of community was commented on by many visitors. It also gave an opportunity for people to view the Extension plans; watch Punch and Judy buy some excellent home produce at meet neighbours and friends. As a vote of thanks it is planned to have a Cheese and Wine evening in the Church on the 7th July for all the volunteers whom combined to make such a memorable day. This will also give an opportunity to hear their views on the Church extension and to see the varied role that Shirenewton Church plays in the Parish. (This thank you evening is being funded by an individual from private funds as a thanks gesture).


The Fund raising committee’s report shows that the Extension Fund continues to grow with approximately £65000 presently pledged. Attempts have been made to raise the money by giving everyone an opportunity to be involved without causing donor fatigue. The Sponsor a brick scheme, Corporate Golf Day, bike ride and fete are all examples of this.

 
Various suggestions regarding the future of the services in the Church were also discussed. The number of regular Church attendees is low considering the size of the Parish, however the Sunday School flourishes. Concern regarding not having services each week of the month in St Thomas A Beckett Church was raised. It was decided that it was a matter that required prayer, commitment and innovation for the Parish Church to flourish, whilst nurturing surrounding parishes.


The building report revealed that further clarification is required by the Gwent and Glamorgan Archaeological trust regarding the Church extension plans. Care has been taken to take a broad consensus regarding how this project is undertaken.


A recent leak in the Church has been repaired and the dreaded Japanese Knotweed appears to have succumbed to the Green fingers of John Nicholas and is hopefully eradicated.


The plan to refurbish the bell ringing room and for certain sessions to take place there  with some ringing to take place in the Knave was agreed upon.
The Bells will be rung on the 10th of July at 1700 to commemmorate the VE day as part of a National celebration.


The organ requires repair, which will cost about £2000. 
There will be a Church open day on the 17th of September when it is hoped people will join in the spirit and wear Sunday best to include hat and gloves. 1 item should have come from a charity shop. Refreshments will also be available.


We are fortunate to have in Shirenewton such a fine Church building, which has been cherished by generations and stood through many trials. However a Church is more than a building, it is a community of committed people who worship in many different ways and through different acts. The challenge we are facing is to nurture its growth again. 


The meeting closed at 2200 hrs.

Andrew Baker Secretary to the
 Parochial Church Council
Shirenewton Community Council

The Community Council met on the 9th June 2005 and six councillors attended. The change of date coincided with other commitments resulting than a lower than usual turnout.
Cllr John Eede took the Chair, following his election at last month’s AGM

Cllr Eede welcomed Mr David Swanson from Monmouthshire County Council Planning Department who attended with a view to explaining the Planning Process.

Planning applications are determined by two fundamental issues.

(i) The Welsh Assembly Government sets the tone, and

(ii) Individual Plans have to comply with the policies contained within Monmouthshire’s Local Development Plan.
The Plan has 3 elements  


Community Involvement


Environmental assessment


Strategic Environmental assessment.

The County Council approves between 85% 90% of all applications. Any objections resulting in Refusal have to be based on “Material Planning Considerations”.

Mr Swanson reported that Shirenewton Community Council is one of the few councils that attends Planning Meetings to voice their recommen-dations on local applications.

Straightforward applications should take 8 weeks to process. Monmouthshire has a target of completing 80% within this time-frame. Applications within the Conservation Area should “Preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the conservation area”.
The County Council’s Planning Dept is in the process of recruiting staff to vacant posts – these include a Compliance Monitoring Officer, whose role will be to check on completed or work in progress building work.
Mr Swanson was thanked for attending and given an assurance that Shirenewton Community Council will continue to show a healthy interest in local Planning matters.
Cllr Eede welcomed several members of the public who were present and re-affirmed the view that the Council are always pleased when members of the community attend to air their views on local issues. On this occasion, residents raised objections to the planning application in respect of “Oslo” in Mynydd Bach. They were thanked for their comments that were duly noted.

MATTERS ARISING

· The PCC will be invited to contribute the squeeze belly gates at the entrances to the Church.

· County Council officers are pursuing an alleged unauthorised business that is reported to be operating in our area.

· County Councillor Graham Down is in correspondence with the Post Office regarding the replacement of the post box on School hill in Mynydd Bach. The Post Office are also going to undertake a “Usage Survey” on the box located by the old Post office. This is to determine whether an additional Post Box is required in the village.

· Vehicles in the vicinity of the school are causing problems at peak times. The council proposes to approach the school to arrange a meeting to pursue a solution.

PLANNING MATTERS

M/11630: A Lean-to structure at Little Grondra.  

Approval recommended

M/11579:  2 Stables & 2 Field Shelters at Great House Farm.

The Community Council will approach Planning Officers for advice and guidance on this application.

M/10496:  Erection of Dorma Bungalow. Oslo, Mynydd Bach

Councillors were unable to identify any significant change that improves this application.



Approval Not recommended

Planning Process:

The Council wish to encourage “Planning Applicants” to approach the Clerk or their ward Councillors to discuss their forthcoming applications as early as possible in the process.

In future, arrangements will be made for nominated councillors to deliberate on plans prior to Council Meetings, in order to give them due consideration. Findings will be reported back at Council Meetings when remaining councillors can comment before recommendations are made.     

 Financial Matters were completed.

Matters of local Concern

A local resident has expressed concern about the safety of pedestrians walking between Redd Landds and the Village Square.

A number of tree preservation orders have been placed on trees in the area of land between Shirenewton and Mynydd Bach (known as the Green Wedge and recently been sold by auction) 

Excessive gravel, spilling on the highway on the road leading out of Shirenewton (towards Chepstow), has been reported. MCC Highways will be informed.

It was noted that the fairways at Shirenewton Golf Club appear to be being maintained.

County Councillor Down assured the meeting that he would keep us informed about the developments over the proposed sale of Wentwood .

Cllr Harvey is in correspondence regarding the ownership of Bicca Common.

The next meeting is on Monday 04.07.05. 7.30pm at the Recreation Hall. All members of the public are welcome to attend. 








Beverley Moore

Gaerllwyd Baptist Chapel

Will be holding an anniversary services on Sunday 10th July at 6.30 p.m. when the speaker will be Mr. Brian Medhurst of Newport and on Monday 11th July at 7.30p.m. Refreshments will follow the Monday service and everyone will be made welcome.

Gaerllwyd Women’s Meetings:  – at Gaerllwyd Baptist Chapel

Meetings for July and August will be held on:  

6th July at 2.30 p.m. the speaker will be Mrs. Marion Edwards. 

20th July at 2.30 p.m. will be Rev. Graham Moore

3rd August at 2.30 p.m. when the speaker Mr Bruce Henderson

17th August at 2.30 p.m.


SMU (Shirenewton Mothers' Union)

A very pleasant Meeting was held on the 8th June in the newly refurbished Church at Caerwent.   On a rather bright afternoon the inside of the church was quite dark until the lights were switched on and the Chancel slowly lit up – it was so gradual that we didn’t realise what was happening until we were suddenly conscious that we were bathed in white light – it was quite impressive.  Our Speaker, Mrs. Jennifer Collins told us the story of the Blind Poetess, Fanny Crosby who found her calling by writing the words of hymns (three are in our hymn books) – she was a very determined lady who with God’s help lived a long and full life.

Four members will be attending the Provincial AGM at Ipswich and enjoying a short holiday in “Constable” country from 23rd-26th June.   Members are reminded of the “Pilgrimage” Trail arranged by Audrey Jenkins for Thursday, 14thJuly starting at 10.30 a.m. at St. John The Baptist, Newport and finishing with Evening Worship at Christchurch Govilon followed by supper at The Lion, Govilon at 6 p.m.   The Trail can be done as a whole or can be joined at one or more venues.   Please let me know if you need transport and/or want to book supper at Govilon.

On the 13th July we have our annual tea party at the home of Marcia Hoskins when some members of St. Arvans MU will join us. Our Speaker will be Maggie Riches who will tell us about the Order of Chivalry of St. John.    Sally Saysell will lead prayers and Fenella Isitt will give a reading.

Auriol Horton, Branch Leader on 01291 641844


SHIRENEWTON W.I.

                                                                                                                                                  16th June 2005

Our meeting began quietly as members remembered Betty Attfield, a longstanding member who died recently, and is sadly missed.

Jenny Bonner reported on the preparations being made for our group entry in the Handicraft Section of the Chepstow Show. The theme this year is Nursery Rhymes, and we have chosen to depict ‘Sing a Song of Sixpence’. Members were asked if anyone had a pie funnel with a blackbird’s head. Jenny has been offered a collectors piece, but would prefer a humble reproduction (one that she wouldn’t be afraid to put in the oven). One has not been located yet; so if anyone in the village can help, Jenny would be glad to hear from them (Tel: 641929). 

Sally Saysell still has tickets available for the trip to Evesham on July 15th. The day out includes a river trip, a visit to the Almonry museum, and the opportunity to enjoy Abbey Park gardens and the town centre. Tickets are £17. Ladies and gentlemen, members and non-members are welcome. Telephone Sally on 641369 if you would like more information.

Jean Howe explained a new idea that is growing in popularity. Members are responding to a challenge to partake in as many different activities as they can in the coming months, by working through the alphabet. So far some members have enjoyed Archery, and some have been Bowling. Plans for ‘C’ and ‘D’ are under way, beginning with a Darts and Dominoes evening at the Carpenter’s Arms on June 29th.

Our speaker at the meeting was Nansi Davies. Nansi has spoken to the W.I. before, recounting some of her rich life experiences. She was asked back, by popular consent, as the previous talk was so interesting, but only dealt with the first part of Nansi’s life. The sequel proved as eventful as the first. We heard of her varied work at the Welsh Office, which took her around (and down) the coal mines; into the steelworks; and by contrast into the corridors of Westminster and Brussels. She explained how her vocation to enter the church began, and eventually became realised, despite an initial reluctance to ‘see the bishop’.

The next meeting is a Garden Party at the home of Winnie and Ernie Jones on the 21st July, and fine weather has been ordered.

Fair Trade News

Bob Geldof's Live8 concert plans are all over the newspapers. Cynics may carp, but my goodness, his sense of rage at injustice should be an inspiration to some of our mealy-mouthed politicians - of whatever persuasion! 
Thank you to the citizens and visitors to Caerwent who last weekend bought and/or ordered over £300 of fairly traded goods from the Church. Many thanks too to the team who sold 'my' Traidcraft items there and thanks also to my family who manned 'my' stall at our local fete (while I was on duty at school). 
From such small 'drops in the ocean' comes the fact that sales across the 20 countries where the Fair Trade label operates reached $500m in 2004! 
Contact me for a catalogue or ask at the Spar (who now also sell individual boxes of orange and tropical juice! - 33p). 
For the fashion conscious teen (or in my case unfashionable dodderer) I have white silicone MakePovertyHistory bands £1 
Marion McAdam 641 316 marion@mcadam100.freeserve.co.uk 


Shirenewton Primary School

Once again the annual Fete held by the Shirenewton Primary School PTA

on Saturday June 18th was another success. The weather was kind, the attendance was good and money was freely spent in order to help provide the school with the extras that cannot be bought out of the normal school budget. The final accounts have not been received for the sum raised at the time of going to press, but these will no doubt be put out in the School Newsletter for parents.

The annual Sports Day held on the 23rd June was a shining example of how essential these days are for the development of youngsters. Cynics that decry the use of these competitive days should have witnessed the joy experienced by the youngsters taking part. It seemed that every child took part, and on every face there was a smile – winners and losers alike. There was huge enthusiasm for the team events with real team spirit being shown. Wonderfully satisfying was that there was some real competition and some real budding athletes of all ages. The biggest cheer or was it jeer was for the staff’s space hopper race.

Congratulations to Miss Ward and her team for organising and demonstrating what sport is really all about – a great deal of fun competition and pleasure, for participants and spectators alike.
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PYP– Parish Youth Page

Hiya Folks,


Ghastly news. They want to sell off Wentwood Forest! That’s my forest! That’s where I go for lovely walks and it’s full of interesting smells and things to chase. I’m really glum about this I can tell you. I haven’t wagged my tail at all since my owner told me. Apparently it’s the largest ancient woodland in Wales. And it used to be a royal hunting forest as well.  I wonder if I can persuade my owner to buy it.  She thinks it would be such a shame if it was just used for logging conifers. What we want is broadleaf woodland she said. So I got to thinking about trees but my spelling isn’t very good.  Can you sort out these trees for me? 

1
ako

2
shunttec
3  
cheeb

4 
chirb

5
charl

6
lilwow

7
has

8
zealh

9
rosymace

10
wey

11
plapor

12      
lem

I’ll give you 5 minutes, because I’ve suddenly realised that it’s time for my walk . If you want to buy a bit of forest you could ring 0117 927 2337 or email   kavitaheyn@woodland-trust.org.uk


See ya,
 Pyp



1st Shirenewton Guides.

Thanks to the recent good weather, the Guides have been able to do lots of outside activities, the highlight of which (for me) was the water games. These included “Pass the Water-bomb”, a water relay, and a blindfolded trail, during which the Guides were bombarded by water-bombs thrown by the young leaders! We also took part in the fete again this year. We all wore our “Miss World” dresses, crowns and sashes, but sadly, none of us won the competition. We also helped out on the Wheel of Fortune Stall, and hopefully raised lots of money.
Before the end of this term, (which is 5th July), we will be doing a campfire and a cook out, before the rain and the cold come in September!

Emma Kelly (aka, Hornet)

Shirenewton Guide Leaders

Helen Cann 

Kestrel 

01291 650835

Tracey Ashton

Zebra

01291 650692

Amanda Turner

Kitten

01291 650763

BROWNIE REPORT

Summer term – so much to write about – here’s a snippet of what we’ve been up to this month.



STAND OFF AT MOUNTON BROOK

Ten days after gaining their Out and About badge on Pack Holiday, the Brownies put their walking and map reading skills back to use in a walk from the Glyn to Shirenewton. The walk was part of my level 1 walking training course and so we were well prepared. We had plenty of adult helpers (thank goodness) and it was a walk the leaders knew well. We encountered a few re-routed footpaths but all went well until the last field where we encountered THE BULLOCKS – (they hadn’t been there the previous week). The bullocks were very interested in us! While the girls were safely shepherded to safety around the edge of the field by Dorothy, the rest of the adults acted as decoys. Lucy took command – “Make yourselves look big” were her instructions to the leaders. Now anyone who knows all 5 foot 2inches of me will appreciate that this is not as easy as it sounds- but with the help of big sticks and in true guiding fashion we did our best. I was most impressed with the speed and agility with which the adults made it over the last stile. Phew!

STOP PRESS – CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GNOMES SIX WHO ARE COUNTY CHAMPIONS IN THE BROWNIE QUIZZ - the team of six beat 7 other teams from around the county in this general knowledge. They go on to represent Gwent Guiding in the Welsh final at Bronierion on Saturday 9th July. Well done girls we are very proud of you!




Jackie Broughton

p.s. any tips on how to deal with curious bullocks would be much appreciated!
Shirenewton Whist Drives

A pleasant warm evening brought 30 players to the tables on the 2nd June for a very enjoyable Drive.   We meet next at the Recreation Hall on Thursday, 7th July and Thursday, 4th August both starting at 7.30 p.m. promptly.   Do join us. 

Enquiries to Auriol Horton 01291 641844.


Shirenewton Church Website and Shopping Portal www.shirenewtonchurch.org.uk
Summer holidays - flying out? 

Book your car parking through the Church website save ££££ and the Church earns 10% (on most airports - minimum 5%).

Yes it really is that simply. So lets see how this works for a two week holiday from Heathrow: -
Standard 2 weeks in Long Term parking £217.50
Holiday Extras for same period £114.80 (exactly the same on airport car park!) 

You save: £102.70 - that's a decent meal out!
Church gains £11.48 - every little helps.

Please note that it costs the same to book through the Church website as it does without going through the Church website. 

In addition to parking Holiday Extras offers good discounts on airport hotels discounts often of more than 30% on than on regular rates at most UK airports. I personally use them the whole time for business trips and for all family holidays. The Church's commission can rapidly add up. So, if you are flying out on holiday, don't forget to book your parking or airport hotels through Holiday extras on the Church website - its on the main shopping page and in the travel section.

The travel section also has lots of other travel stuff including ebookers,
Holiday Autos, Disneyland Resort Paris, etc.


Happy holidays.
David Cornwell
Webmaster
www.shirenewtonchurch.com

St Peter’s Newchurch

We would like to thank everyone who supported our stall at the Village Fete. Because of people’s support and generosity, we were able to raise in excess of £550. 00 for our much needed church funds. Our thanks also to Shirenewton Village Fete Committee for enabling us to have our usual annual stall.
To continue our fund raising efforts, we propose holding a “Bring and Buy” at St Peter’s on Saturday 6th August at 2 p.m. when cream teas will also be available. Don’t worry about inclement weather (obviously wellies and mac’s may be useful) as the event will be held in the Church.
Further fund raising events are planned, particularly another Earlswood and Newchurch families reunion and get-together, where everyone will be welcome – watch this space.

David Heritage


Stargazing in July

Once it is properly dark the Summer Triangle is overhead. This is a prominent triangle formed by the bright stars Altair, to the South of the triangle, Vega, closest to the Western horizon, and Deneb, to the East. Astronomers have used telescopes carried on satellites to observe a disk of gas and dust around Vega, which possibly means planets are forming in its vicinity. Deneb is a supergiant star which is very bright indeed and far further away than the other stars in the triangle.
The familiar pattern of Ursa Major, the Great Bear or Plough is to be seen in the north-west, with the “W” of Cassiopeia climbing into the north-eastern sky.
The very bright planet Jupiter, which is in the constellation Virgo, lies to the West as the skies darken. The almost First Quarter Moon lies below Jupiter on the 13th July. Rather confusingly at the Moon’s Quarter we see half of its disc lit up.

Venus is in the west about half an hour after Sunset (around 10pm). It can be rather difficult to spot against the bright sky. The Crescent Moon lies just above Venus on the 8th July.

Venus is more Earth-like than Jupiter. Venus is essentially a large rock whilst Jupiter is a ball of gas. 

Saturn is now too close to the Sun’s direction to be seen as it is lost in the solar glare.

Dave Thomas

you are invited to

£1






£1

COFFEE MORNING

ON

Saturday July 9th 2005

10.30 a.m.

proceeds to

Marie Curie Cancer Care
at the home of

Mrs. T.E. Moore

6, Tan house Court, Shirenewton

CAKES  :  BRING & BUY :  pLANTS  :  RAFFLE
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Shirenewton Bell Ringers

The Bells, The Bells………

Shirenewton Call Changes band was placed first at The Branch Striking 
Competition held at Llanarth on Saturday 21st May. We were scored with 34 faults, Claire Eickhoff, Jenny Millar and Kate Stanley rang for the 
KIDS.RING.OUT bands. These two came in second and third with the 16s and under band scoring 49 faults and the under 13s 104 faults. Shirenewton now goes through to the next and final round on 25th June at Llanblethian in the Vale of Glamorgan.


On the 10th of July at 5.00pm there is to be a nation wide ringing of church 
bells to celebrate the end of the Second World War. Shirenewton will be 
participating in this event. The idea is to get as many towers all over the 
country to ring simultaneously.


So listen out on that afternoon.


Sunday July 10th
2005
The bells in Shirenewton church will

be rung at five p.m. as part 

of the National Celebration

in Commemoration of 

end of World War II
The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers

Supporting change ringing world-wide

Shirenewton Local History Society

Apologies to our members who were looking forward to our visit to Brynmawr Museum and a walk visiting the industrial archaeological sites of that valley. Unfortunately Mr Frank Olding who was to be our guide had to cancel at the last minute, hopefully this will be postponement not a cancellation and a new date can be arranged.

At last we have completed our walks project that has been on going for a while and was hot off the press for the church fete. The object of the project was to write up walks in the parish of Shirenewton to include historical/interesting sites on route.  Two experienced walkers Mr Bob O’Keefe and Mr John Clelland led the project, they have included walks to suit everyone, some lasting one hour some lasting a whole day.  

The society intends to launch this project on Sunday, 10th July, meeting at 11.00a.m. at the Recreational Hall, Shirenewton, to embark on one of the walks included in this publication, and on our return enjoy some well earned refreshments at the  Rec hall.   Everyone is welcome to join us, if you intend to come please contact the telephone number below (as we need to have a rough estimate for the refreshments). 

We are very grateful to Monmouth County Council for financial and technical help with this publication.  If you are interested in acquiring a copy they can be obtained from The Village Shop, The Huntsman Hotel, The Carpenters Arms, The Tan House and the Tredegar Arms for the sum of £3.00.

Dates for your diary:   Tuesday, 27th September at 7.30.  

                                     Using Computers in Historical Research.  

                                     Dr Tim King
A boy’s account of life in Shirenewton during the Second World War.
I was born at Stidder’s Row, (two cottages now one, and now occupied by Jean Boast) and my childhood memories are of happy days, even after the war began.  I was almost seven at the outbreak of war, and can remember coming in from playing with my friends to be told by my parents that war had been declared, and I thought, “what is war, what is it all about?”  One of the first changes was when the road signs were removed.
Other changes in the village soon took place.  The recession was forgotten, and many of the men found employment building the factory at Dinham.  MacAlpines came to the area, and a new road was constructed from the Coalpits down to the Newport Road.  Before long the factory was built and producing cordite for the navy’s torpedoes.
From being a sleepy village with little traffic, the roads now carried busloads of workers and lorry loads of materials to service the factory.  I have since learnt that an extinct volcano at Golden Hill used to supply minerals for the production of cordite at the factory.

Soon after war began, the threat of bombing caused the local men to build a communal air raid shelter just below the school, fortunately it was not necessary to use it.  One night a German plane was being chased and the next day we boys went down near Fiddler’s Cottage to inspect the large hole caused by an exploding bomb.
My father moved from construction to production at the propellant factory.  Everyone was expected to help the war effort, and after a full days work, my father would often be asked to help out at local farms.  Sometimes weeding the crops, always at harvest time, and again during the autumn thrashing, when a large thrashing drum moved from farm to farm.  Wages were paid is cash, but an added bonus was permission to plant a row of potatoes in the farm field.

Children were employed as potato pickers, and also helped the war effort by collecting hips, haws and blackberries for Eddie Hayward who lived on Earlswood Common at The Rosary.
I used to collect milk for the elderly of the district, and one morning on the way to Clement’s farm at Lower House to collect the milk I discovered streamers of silver foil covering the fields, hedges, trees and roads.  Later on we learnt it was an attempt by the Germans to jam our radar.
I attended Mynyddbach School, and was taught by Mrs Collins, Mrs Nicholas and Mrs Withers.  Miss Connie Cule also taught at the school.  My most vivid memory of school days was when Peter Phelps visited us in his Flying Officers uniform.
One day we saw soldiers burying drums in the high bank below the Pandy fields.  Peter Phelps told me recently it was fuel, hidden in case of invasion.

Soldiers were billeted at the Mynders, Cophill and Americans were under canvas near the Dyers House.  There was an anti-aircraft gun positioned at the top of the Mynders, and we often walked up in the evening to watch the destruction of Avonmouth.  One night it appeared as if the river Severn was ablaze with reflection of the flames.
Returning from my paper round one winters evening at about six o’clock, search lights illuminated four German planes being chased by British fighter planes, and the spent tracer bullets were descending all around me.
My eldest sister Joan, worked at Chepstow Hospital (now the Museum), and met and married a Beachley boy, Bill Coleman.  On the last Saturday in September 44, we were walking into Chepstow when a army vehicle pulled up, the occupant had recognised the red beret worn by my brother-in-law and said, “You are needed.”  Bill jumped onto the lorry and we did not see him again until the war ended.  At 11am on Sunday morning, the sky overhead was black with planes and gliders making, as we found out later, for Arnhem.  On 9th October 1944 my sister received an official notice, dated 25th September 1944 to say he was missing.  She received a postcard from Bill, dated 3rd October 1944 saying he was in good health and expected to be moved shortly. 

 David Evans

Holiday Cottage – New Forest

Lovely Victorian cottage in a very peaceful location, minutes from open forest yet convenient for Lyndhurst village centre. Private parking, small garden with patio area. All gas, electric linen and towels included. 

Sleeps four, open all year.

Contact Helen and Stewart Walker.Tel. 02380 292428  - email:  Yorke@alonka.fsnet.co.uk
Language Tuition French – Spanish – Portuguese

Adults & Children
Property Abroad? 

Then brush up your language skills

(Individual lessons or small groups welcome) 

Primary school age. GCSE and A level

English key stages 1 – 4

Give your children confidence with their school work.

In your own home if you prefer.

Experienced, qualified teacher

Tel. 01600 712718


Line Dance Classes

Earlswood Hall, Every Monday 

 7.30 p.m. until 9.00

Beginner and intermediate dances taught

 £2.50 per session 

Just come along and have a go, or for further information contact either Es on 01291 673172 or Sue on 01291 690102
Cookery Corner

At the time of writing it is too hot to think about hot dishes, so salads are the order for this month, let’s hope it remains sunny!

Mushroom Vinaigrette

8 oz button mushrooms

6 tablespoons olive oil


2 tablespoons wine vinegar 
1 teaspoon sugar


¼ teaspoon dry mustard
½ teaspoon salt


freshly ground black pepper
1 tablespoon chopped gherkin


1 tablespoon chopped parsley
1 tablespoon chopped capers

Remove the stalks and wipe the mushrooms. 

Put the rest of the ingredients in a screw-top jar and shake well

Pour over the mushrooms and allow to stand for an hour – serve chilled with French bread.

Tomatoes: - There are so many ways to make an interesting salad for buffets or lunches. Tomatoes sliced and mixed with peeled and sliced Kiwi fruits, vinaigrette and chopped mint makes an interesting alternative.

Tomato segments mixed with orange segments, chopped chives, mint and vinaigrette make a very refreshing salad.

The following pea salad goes down well at a buffet – it is best made a day before which is even better.


12 oz frozen peas

2 oz stuffed green olives sliced


 2 oz candied peel

1 clove garlic – finely chopped


 1” root ginger peeled and finely chopped


 2 tablespoons lemon juice
7 tablespoons sunflower oil

   
 1 heaped teaspoon paprika
1 large bunch parsley or mint






finely chopped


 Salt.

Put all the ingredients except the parsley or mint into a saucepan, over a medium heat, cover the pan and cook gently stirring now and then. Remove from the heat and add the leaves. Allow to become cold and stir before serving.

A very simple starter salad: -

     2 smoked mackerel fillets

juice of 1 lemon

     5 fluid oz carton of soured cream
2-3 oz button mushrooms

     2-3 teaspoons chopped fresh chives
2 sticks of celery sliced finely.          

     Seasoning.

Remove the skin and any remaining bones and flake. Mix the lemon juice, cream, chives and seasoning, add the rest of the ingredients and stir.

Serve the same day on a bed of lettuce with tomatoes to garnish (I sometimes add a blob of horseradish sauce to this mix).

For potatoes with a difference: - 


Mix together in a screw top jar: -


1 ½ tablespoons grain mustard
    ½ teaspoon mustard powder

1 tablespoon soft brown sugar        1 tablespoon white wine

     vinegar.

2 –2 ½ tablespoons olive oil


1 tablespoon each of chopped dill, parsley and chives.

Pour onto potatoes while hot.  This is also delicious with smoked salmon.

Many thanks again to Caroline Davies
Answers to PYP’s Quiz

Yes, I knew you knew your trees!

1
oak

2
chestnut
3
beech

4
birch

5
larch

6
willow

7
ash

8
hazel

9
sycamore

10
yew

11
poplar

12
elm

 It would be a shame if they disappeared…. PYP


The All New Shirenewton Cookery Book

We are raising funds for the refurbishment and expansion of the Shirenewton Recreation hall and we knead to raise dough without cooking the books.  Should be a piece of cake! (sorry) 
All we need are your favourite recipes.  Why not include an anecdote about where you first tasted it or why it is so special to you or just why you like it?  I want as many recipes as possible so don’t restrict yourself to one.

Why not dedicate a recipe to the person who gave it to you or to a loved one?
All you need to do is send the recipe and anecdote to me, Sylvia Bendall, at 7 Tan House Court, Shirenewton, or e-mail me at: Sylvia@smbendall.freeserve.co.uk. And I’ll do the rest
Please give me your phone number or address in case I need to clarify anything.

           Sylvia -  641303
Job Wanted!!!
Want to go on holiday but don’t know who will feed the cat? Or walk the dog? Or water the plants? Or fetch the newspaper? Whatever! If so call me, Alistair Bounds on 01291 641 818 or contact Glynis Macdonald who will tell me. I am 15 years old & willing to do most jobs for a fee decided by you. So call 01291 641 818. 

Fireworks

There will be a 21st Birthday party at Priory Cottage adjoining Mynydd Bach Village Green on 9th July, and it is likely that fireworks will be used. Pet owners are advised it would be appropriate to keep sensitive animals indoors for the duration of the fireworks.


[image: image3.png]



 Need an Electrician

Friendly and professional service

By qualified local tradesmen with over

Twenty years experience.

For anything from an extra socket to a full rewire phone 

Mark Baldwin Electrical 
641296 or 07791 771691 (mobile)

Fully Insured

Page for Monmouth County Council
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Bertie’s Back!

A BIG thank you to everyone around the village who helped in the hunt for Bertie, our African Grey parrot who went missing on Saturday 18 June.
The good news is he turned up two days later when he flew into the bedroom of a lovely family in Llansoy! (He’d never flown further than the length of our sitting room before!)
They contacted the police with whom we had left our contact details.
Relieved?  I should say so.  Thank you all again for your help – especially all the lovely children of Clearview who helped me deliver leaflets.
People who don’t know me will be pleased that I will no longer be wandering around the village talking to the trees.  Those who do know me just assumed it was usual behaviour.
Thanks again everyone.
Sylvia & Tony Bendall


Earlswood and Newchurch West 

Memorial Hall
Only 2 miles from Shirenewton
The Biggest Village Hall in Monmouthshire!!

Sprung Wooden Dance Floor -Superb Stage

Seating for 200

Central Heating - Bar Area - Large Car Park

Why not hire it for your next Function,

Party or Dance?

For more details, ring: - 01291 641 818


Gardening Corner

Another month gone and work is at its peak in the garden.  Another month and it will be going in the opposite direction.  We have now had the garden open twice so just once more in July to go.  Fortunately the weather has been reasonably kind in that we have had no rain but some sun and warmth would now not go amiss, I managed to finish the last of the main weeding before we were open for the first time.  It never ceases to amaze me however that, no matter how meticulous you are, whenever you look behind you there are still weeds that have been missed.  Still never mind, according to mother, a garden that doesn’t have weeds isn’t natural.  I guess that is one way of looking at things!  She likes to visit gardens when she can.  The thing she enjoys more than anything else is being able to walk around and help the owner to do some weeding as she goes!

As usual it has been a year of mixed fortunes in the vegetable garden.  I think at long last, after some three sowings I have actually got several rows of carrots and I understand that other local gardeners have been in the same boat.  Whether this has been due to the cold nights or down to slugs eating them off just as they have germinated I don’t know.  I have to admit though that the last time I sowed some seed, I did sprinkle a few slug pellets along the edge of the raised bed.  So maybe that did the trick.  Peas seem to have been a bit of a failure too.  I don’t grow any “proper” peas, as these are too cheap and easy to buy frozen, but do grow sugar snap and mangetout.  I’m going to give it one more go so will keep the fingers crossed.  Broad beans however are fine as are the runner beans, although the latter only survived as a result of being protected from the cold nights with some horticultural fleece.  The French beans weren’t quite so successful.  I had sown these in pots and had hardened them off in the cold frame.  They were looking exceptionally well although I say so myself!  I decided to plant these out in the raised bed one Friday evening – bad move.  The following day was when we had a tremendous thunder and lightening storm and hail stones the size of thumb nails.  I came home after work to find every leaf stripped to the ground.  I was very tempted to pull them out and throw them away, but didn’t have any more to replace them with.  Nearly a month later they are at long last starting to leaf up again so will keep the fingers crossed that we will get a crop off them eventually.  Most other things in the vegetable line are doing ok although we have lost the odd broccoli plant to cabbage root fly.  Normally I would pull the plants out, but I have it on good authority that if you leave them in the ground and give copious amounts of water, they will send out new roots and start over again, so that is what I intend to do.  I bought some asparagus crowns earlier in the year and was hoping for great things.  They cost over £30 but suffice to say these have been an almost complete failure.  I think that I will have to write to the suppliers and complain.  The crowns weren’t in the best condition when planted and I guess I should have passed comment and laid down a marker then.  But then hindsight is a wonderful thing.  In the greenhouse the cucumber plants are still being nursed on.  They don’t look to be the happiest plants on the planet but I’m keeping my fingers crossed that with a bit of warmer weather they may pick up and get moving.  I don’t know what it is with me and cucumbers! 

Elsewhere in the vegetable garden, I’m continuing to sow salad crops in an effort this year to maintain as constant a supply as possible and so far this seems to be working.  This week the melon and pepper plants were large enough to be planted out into the tunnel beds.  I had to weed the beds first and this also included removing some young potato plants that had grown from some small ones that I had obviously missed last year.  I was very surprised to find some potatoes underneath them as they have had little to no water,  There was enough to provide the first new potatoes of the year for two dinners so that was a bit of a bonus.  Pity that we forgot that we had some nice fresh mint to go in with them!  With some welcome rain I also managed to get the Brussel sprout plants and some purple sprouting broccoli plants into some of the remaining spaces in the raised beds.  I now need to start harvesting some of the earlier crops in order to make some space.  This is mainly because two of the larger raised beds have been permanently planted with Alstroemarias, which are one of both mine and the under gardeners all time favourite flowers as they are long lasting in water and look fantastic.

The flower garden appears to be performing really well so far this year.  The aquilegias are still flowering and have now been doing so for some six weeks.  Certainly the first time we were open they could only be described as spectacular.  These are now, at long last, starting to go over but are being rapidly replaced with verbascums and foxgloves.  We are gradually getting the planting of the borders right in that we have a continuous supply of flower colour right up to the first frosts.  This is a bit of an art form from my point of view as I have particular favourites that mean you tend to fill the garden with these first.  Hence the problem with many of the plants flowering at the same time.  The Japanese Iris’s (ensata) are now beginning to send up flower buds and these will be opening in the next two weeks or so.  These really are quite spectacular.  Some might describe them as gaudy but not me!  Many of the blooms are “doubles” usually in various shades of purples and white, some blotched some not, but when the flowers open up to be some eight inches across they are a sight to behold.  They like a sunny spot with a moisture retentive soil.  Some books say that they are best planted in water itself, but I find that they survive very well in the mixed border.  Still must get on.  I need to get some sticks in the ground now that it is soft to give the flower plants some support, so happy gardening until next month. 

Steve Hunt.


VILLAGE GARDENS OPEN DAY

Sunday’s Open Garden Day appears to have been enjoyed by all concerned and what is more has raised at least £600 to go towards the Recreation Hall Refurbishment.  Fortunately the sun shone and the threatened torrential downpours failed to materialise.

Very many thanks to all of you who so kindly opened your gardens and went to such a lot of trouble and apologies to those of you who were rudely awakened by the sound of strimmers and lawnmowers first thing Saturday morning.  Thank you also to the visitors who helped to make the day a success.

Lyn McFarlane

Line Dance Classes

Earlswood Hall, Every Monday 

 7.30 p.m. until 9.00

Beginner and intermediate dances taught

 £2.50 per session 

Just come along and have a go, or for further information contact either Es on 01291 673172 or Sue on 01291 690102

Gardening Date to note in your diary.  

The garden at Barn Farm will be open on the Sunday afternoon (2.00 until 6.00) of the, 10th July.  

All proceeds go to the National Gardens Scheme who then pass this money on to a number of charities.  The NGS is the biggest single donator to Marie Curie Cancer Care and gave over £500,000 last year alone (over £9 million in total).  Macmillan Cancer relief then follow with over £300,000 last year.  At £15 per hour (the cost of a carer), this gives Marie Curie 33,334 hours of care for terminally ill patients.  So please support us and other gardeners in the scheme, so that we can support others who so badly need it.

Some Dates for your Diary

5th July
Monmouth County Council forum on Public Rights of Way


Have your say – Earlswood Hall -1.30 – 7.00p.m.

7th July
Concert in aid of St David’s Foundation St. Mary’s Church 

Chepstow. See advert page for details.

7th July

Whist Drive –Shirenewton Recreation Hall – 7.30 p.m.

9th July

Chepstow Choral Society Concert St. Mary’s Chepstow



See advert page for details.

10th July
Local History Society – Walk & Walks Project Launch 



Shirenewton Recreation Hall 11.00 a.m.

10th July
Barn Farm Gardens Open 2.00 – 6.00 p.m.

10th July
Gaerllwyd Baptist Chapel Anniversary Service 6.30 p.m.

15th July
“Martin Singers” – 7.00 p.m. St. Luke’s Church Tutshill



See advert page for details.

16th July
“Martin Singers” – 6.30 p.m. Penhow Church



See advert page for details.

4th August
Whist Drive –Shirenewton Recreation Hall – 7.30 p.m.

27th Sept. 
Shirenewton Local History Society – 7.30 The Huntsman

To advertise in the Parish magazine rates are:

½ page for the year 10 issues, £25.

Small block advert – 4-5 lines: - 10 issues £5.00

Local charity adverts for one off events no charge.

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
For all your garden jobs, mowing, 
Tree-topping, hedge-trimming, stonewalling, concreting.

Tel.  Paul Lewis 01291 424205

Having A Garden Party

The Church has a Marquee and several gazebos that are available on loan or hire to local groups and individuals for their own events.

Should you wish to make use of these please contact:

John Nicholas on 01291 641368
Reader and Side Persons Rota     -   July

Date


Service


Reader



Sides- person

3rd July
Trinity 6
ALL AGE WORSHIP (GROUP)  9.45 a.m.  At Shirenewton

10th July
Trinity 7

           
Jean Jones



Jean Jones



Holy Eucharist 9.45 a.m.

Peter Jones
 


Peter Jones

17th July
Trinity 8



Jane Smith-Hadden 

B. Bowen

                        Holy Eucharist  9.45 a.m.
Ruth Savagar


Claire Lewis

24th July
Trinity 9



Winnie Jones


Winnie Jones 

Holy Eucharist 9.45a.m.

James Leney


Ernie Jones

31st July
Trinity 10
Holy Eucharist 9.45 a.m. GROUP Service at Llanfair Discoed 

7th Aug.
Trinity 11
ALL AGE WORSHIP (GROUP)  9.45 a.m. at Newchurch West

Date


Service


Reader



Sides- person

14th Aug.
Trinity 12



Andrew Baker

Andrew Baker



Holy Eucharist 9.45 a.m.

Mike Barnes


Mike Barnes

21ST Aug.
Trinity 13



John Nicholas

John Nicholas



Holy Eucharist 9.45 a.m.

Mike Pierce


Mike Pierce

28th Aug.
Trinity 14



Barbara Davies

Barbara Davies



Holy Eucharist 9.45 a.m.

Kevin Bounds

Kevin Bounds

4th Sept.       Trinity 15
ALL AGE WORSHIP (GROUP) SERVICE 9.45 a.m. at Llanfair Discoed

N.B. The Services are subject to revision so please check near dates.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Newchurch Every Sunday at 2.30 p.m.



Please send notes, discs or emails for magazine to Bob O’Keefe, 15 Newton Manor, Shirenewton, (641686) or email to bobandwenche @aol.com by Friday 19th August for inclusion in the September Magazine. Please Note: - There is no magazine in August




















Shirenewton School Recycling


Please remember you can use the Centre for:


Glass, paper, tins, clothing and fabrics


Opening Hours:


School Term time weekdays: 7a.m. – 6 p.m.


School Holidays. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.


You are reminded that the School-recycling centre is only for the recycling of the above materials.





Do not leave plastics.


Put clothes in bags in the yellow bins marked.


Do not overfill black bins. If full put a lid on top and start a new bin.


Other materials have to be sorted by the school staff at their cost and the local authority charges the School for the disposal of this waste.





Many thanks to Mr Tony Prout who has voluntarily opened on a Saturday, but due to the lack of use we decided to close the centre on a Saturday. 

















NFU Ad











Mary Vittle


  B.Sc.  D.Pod M MchS








STATE    REGISTERED CHIROPODIST








Home Visits		         	Tel. Chepstow  624458



































Why not try Reflexology!


Reflexology is a therapeutic and relaxing treatment using gentle pressure over the feet.





A full session lasts approximately 1 hour and provides treatment for specific health problems such as migraine, stress, back-pain and arthritis, followed by a relaxing massage with essential oils or a soothing foot lotion.





For more information contact


Annabel Hancock MRxS�Clinical Reflexologist


01291 650309
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