Date







Your address
Planning Department, 6th Floor

Monmouthshire County Council
County Hall
Cwmbran
Gwent
NP44 2XH

Dear Sirs

Description:
CHANGE OF USE OF GROUND FLOOR FROM SHOP TO RESIDENTIAL

Address:
THE VILLAGE SHOP, SHIRENEWTON, CHEPSTOW, NP16 6AQ

Application No:
DC/2007/00490

I write to object to the above referenced change of use application. My objection is based on the following points:

1. The property is on the site which once held the village garage and village shop. Planning permission to develop the plot into houses was granted on the express provision that a village shop was retained in the plans. Clearly the change of use will go against this requirement;


2. The application, if successful, will cause the loss of a village amenity which was of great benefit to the village community and especially the elderly within the community;


3. The shop had initially been run very successfully. When the present owners purchased the shop it was a thriving village hub. Clearly, therefore, it has been proven that, with the right skills, the shop can be run successfully and can be economically viable. 


4. The environmental implications of the residents of Shirenewton, and surrounding villages, travelling back and for to Chepstow to get basic items such as daily and Sunday newspapers, pints of milk, etc are considerable.  Approving this application would directly contravene the Government’s objective to reduce road travel and the emission problems associated with this.


If the application is successful, Shirenewton is very unlikely ever to have a village shop again. 

Please also consider that there are other planning applications ongoing which, if successful, will adversely affect village amenities. I refer to the Planning Application for Development at the Tan House, Shirenewton DC/2006/0790.

I urge you to reject this application.

Yours sincerely.
Your name
