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A CHRISTMAS DEBRIEF 
 

I know it feels a long time ago now, but I am still basking in the glow of 
the Shirenewton Christmas festivities! 
 

We had our very first children-led Carol Service, entirely led by the many 
talented members of Shirenewton Primary. A few weeks beforehand I 
sent the Pupil Leadership Team (a group of school children on a commit-
tee who help make decisions and contribute to the school’s leadership) a 
list of traditional Carol Service Bible readings, and a long list of traditional 
carols, and left the rest up to them - the running order, the carol and 
reading choices, the orders of service, and the choir contributions. And I 
couldn’t have been happier with the end result - I was so impressed with 
their hard work, focus and skill. 
 

The handmade mince pies as people arrived were a very thoughtful touch 
and greatly enjoyed. Everyone came wearing a festive accessory and we 
had a good sing song together as well as hearing the Christmas story. A 
huge thanks to everyone involved and everyone who came. 
 

Likewise we found ourselves in the sort-of happy position of running out 
of Christingles at our walking nativity, such was its popularity - we will 
ensure we provide more this coming year! 
 

The Advent Fayre and Carols round the tree were a wonderful occasion to 
both come together as a community, and raise money for important caus-
es, ensuring we kept a proper perspective on those in need in the midst 
of our own celebrations. 
 

The bell ringers rung in Christmas day for us at the midnight service, and 
Christmas Day morning had it’s second “dog-friendly” Christmas service, 
much to my delight, despite unfortunately forgetting to bring gravy bones 
that morning but I went round and offered a pet blessing to each furry 
friend after the service instead. It is wonderful to welcome all family 
members to the celebration of the birth of Christ!  
 

And now as February begins, we turn our focus to the life, death, and 
resurrection of the adult Jesus. May your journey through Lent be 
thoughtful, prayerful and spiritually nourishing - and to help, why not join 
one of our Lent groups this year? 
 
Blessings 
 

Revd Zoe 
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FEBRUARY SERVICES AT SHIRENEWTON CHURCH 
 

Our 10.00AM Sunday morning services during February, will continue to 
take place in the warmth of the church room.  Refreshments and fellow-
ship follow each service and all our welcome to join us.  
 

We plan to return to holding services in the church from Sunday 1st 
March, for a St David’s Day service on the second Sunday in Lent. 
 

All are welcome to join us and enjoy refreshments and fellowship after 
Sunday Morning Services. 
 

Information of services at the twelve local churches that make up the 
SevernWye Ministry Area (MA) can be found at: www.severnwyema.co.uk 
and elsewhere in the magazine 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

The funeral service of Anthony Spencer Hughes (1969 - 2025) took place 
on Friday, 28 November 2025 at St Thomas a Becket Church, Shirenew-
ton.  The Reverend John Waters officiated.   
 

The funeral service of Stewart Henry Hodges (1971 - 2025) took place on 
Friday, 12 December 2025 at St Thomas a Becket Church, Shirenewton.  
The Reverend Zoe Pimentel officiated.   

Congratulations to our 200 Club winners in December: 

 1.  Jodie Johnsey-Smith   2.  Amy Baker 
 
     3.  Linda Dobson 

http://www.severnwyema.co.uk
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EDITING THE SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

Sadly, I will be giving up editing the parish magazine after the July/August 
edition. I gave notice to the LCC last September that the decision by Mi-
crosoft to cease all support for Publisher (even to the extent of no longer 
allowing access to historic files) has informed this decision.  I looked at 
the recommended replacement software, tried to make it work for me, 
and failed miserably. Microsoft, of course, recommend using Word and 
PowerPoint, but that is too time-consuming as a solution (I did this for 
another magazine some years ago which ran to about a quarter of the 
pages that we have).  
 

The LCC is looking for a volunteer to take on or share the editorship, so 
please let me know if you are interested. Using the current software it 
takes me about three to four days maximum a month to edit and shape 
the magazine into pdf format so it is ready for the printer. There is about 
another half day a month involved in chasing advertisers for their annual 
payments. But you also get to communicate with interesting contributors, 
speak to the advertisers, and meet a whole new range of people in the 
villages of Shirenewton, Mynyddbach, Earlswood, Newchurch and beyond.   
 

Bill Clark  parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com  
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THE HUNTSMAN 
 
Shirenewton Community Council has received the following state-
ment from Councillor Sara Burch, Monmouthshire County Council 
Cabinet Member for Rural Affairs, Housing and Tourism. 
 
“The Huntsman remains a thriving local pub, which offers Bed and Break-
fast rooms. Currently the bed and breakfast accommodation availability is 
utilised by MCC to meet the need for temporary accommodation for a 
small number of homeless residents. The Huntsman continues to provide 
warm and caring accommodation for people who need it, for which we 
are very grateful.  
 

Anyone can become homeless, and all the people housed by MCC have a 
connection with Monmouthshire. All people who have lived at the Hunts-
man in the last few years have experienced a housing crisis and include 
individuals from Shirenewton, people who are working, ex-service people 
and currently, people flooded out of other accommodation. Across Mon-
mouthshire, MCC typically provides around 250 newly homeless house-
holds each year with temporary accommodation and housing support, 
together with help to secure a permanent home locally.  
 

While we are developing more permanent affordable homes in Mon-
mouthshire, it is important that MCC continues to have a range of tempo-
rary accommodation across the County in towns and rural areas, suitable 
for families and for single people whom we have a legal duty to house.  
Over the last three years we have built, bought and leased more self-
contained and shared accommodation, but we still need additional capaci-
ty. We’ve made big strides over the last few years but there is more work 
to do.  
 

Many of the people we house have support needs, as do some people in 
every community. MCC Housing Options and Housing Support teams work 
closely with health services, police and other agencies to support these 
residents and address risky or anti-social behaviour.  We carry out a risk 
assessment before placing people, but we can’t always prevent adults 
from making choices which impact on their neighbours.   
 

Anyone who is concerned about suspected or actual criminality or anti-
social behaviour should always contact Gwent Police at the time via 999 
or 101. Gwent Police and MCC work closely together to quickly address 
any issues which are affecting our communities. “    
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SHIRENEWTON LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 Registered Charity No. 1090167 

Photographs of the walk up Grey Hill on the front cover and opposite 
page: 
 
Front cover—the sun rising in the cleft of the hills to the east and 
over the standing stones 
 

Opposite—the happy group on the summit; and breakfast in the 
Church Room afterwards.  
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www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
 

Welcome to 2026.  I’m sure it’s going to be an interesting year from a 
technical perspective and, perhaps, the year when AI starts to bed into 
normal life. 
  

I have to say that, despite my initial cynicism, the ‘AI Overview’ at the top 
of the Google search results is moderately useful. In some cases, it’s 
simply repeating the first hit, but in others it does provide a useful sum-
mary. Maybe 2026 is the year that AI just becomes part of normal life. 
  

Remember you can add ‘-ai’ to your search to remove the AI summary 
and AI results. The ‘-‘ is a negative keyword operator which can be used 
to refine search results. Google itself helpfully offers several examples, 
one being: You want to look up information on the animal jaguar, but 
search results are dominated by the car brand. A search query ‘jaguar -
car’ should remove the clutter. 
  

I suspect that Deloitte Australia wishes that they had known this when 
they were forced to refund the Australian government AUD 440K 
(~£222K) when a University of Sydney academic spotted numerous fake 
citations, phantom footnotes, and even a made-up quote from a Federal 
Court judgment in a report they had produced for Australia's Department 
of Employment and Workplace Relations (DEWR) – as reported by The 
Register. This is a classic example of AI ‘hallucinations’ which we have 
previously discussed. 
  

In fact, again as reported by The Register, there a new name of such AI 
generated rubbish: workslop. A term coined by Stanford's Social Media 
Lab and behavioural research business BetterUp Labs which suggests that 
40 percent of US workers are reporting such AI-generated workslop. With 
a recent study by the UK government finding no clear productivity im-
provement from introducing Microsoft 365 Copilot in the Department for 
Business and Trade, and research by MIT reporting that about 95 percent 
of organizations see no measurable return on investment from generative 
AI efforts, the jury is out. 
  

Moving onto more basic stuff ….. 
  

Over the Christmas period a villager approached me over a Windows 11 
PC which would no longer boot. It transpires that the 2nd hand PC was 
extremely slow so he decided to start deleting stuff in an attempt to speed 
it up. He deleted so much that he eventually deleted something important 
and it would no longer boot. I was able to fix it, but it wasn’t straight for-
ward. 
  

Having established that there was no data on the PC that he wished to 
keep, downloading and reinstalling windows using the Microsoft Media 
Creation Tool kept producing a failed install. After reading several forums 
on the subject, I eventually worked out that I was trying to reinstall Win-
dows into the existing Windows partition when I should have deleted the 
existing Windows partition and reinstalled in a fresh partition. 
  

 

http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
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So let us briefly discuss what makes a PC faster. The answer is mainly 
RAM (Random Access Memory). RAM is short-term storage. Its capacity, 
in summary, determines how many programs/files/browser tabs you can 
have open at one time. The problem is that if the PC only has 4MB RAM 
(which this one did) there are major performance issue as Windows itself 
uses a minimum of 3GB RAM leaving only 1GB RAM for programs. This 
means the PC has extremely limited fast storage and has to store and re-
trieve stuff from a relatively slow hard disk. For example, my laptop has 
16GB RAM. 
  

If you had expected me to answer CPU (i.e. processor speed) then let me 
explain. While CPU is indeed important, you can have the fastest CPU in 
the world and, if there is only 1GB or workable RAM this will be the bottle-
neck. Other factors include a separate graphics card and so on. 
  

The hard disk is purely storage capacity i.e. how many documents, photos 
and videos, etc. you can store. While there is a significant performance 
gain from using an SSD (Solid State Disk – using flash memory similar to 
RAM) compared with older technology HDD (Hard Disk Drive which uses 
spinning magnetic disks), this is not going to overcome the lack of 
RAM.  So, deleting stuff to speed up the PC ain’t going to work. 
  

It is possible to upgrade some PCs and laptops and there are online tools, 
Crucial (https://uk.crucial.com/upgrades) is a good place to start, many 
components on the cheaper low specification laptops are ‘hard baked’ into 
the mother board and it is not possible to upgrade them. 
  

Executive summary: for PC performance go big on RAM. 
  

Finally, just before Christmas, The Telegraph reported that Amazon had 
blocked more than 1,800 North Koreans from infiltrating the tech giant as 
part of a large-scale scam. These job applications for remote working 
technical employees were very sophisticated and had included fake AI-
created LinkedIn profiles and used live face-masking software to hide their 
identities during video interviews. 
  

Scams are only going to get more sophisticated in 2026 – be on your 
guard. 
  
Safe browsing 
  
David Cornwell 
Webmaster 
www.shirenewtonchurch.com 
 

https://uk.crucial.com/upgrades
http://www.shirenewtonchurch.com/
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THE BELLS, THE BELLS 
 

As is now tradition we brought the ropes down into the nave over the 
Christmas period so that any assembled congregation could witness the 
art of full-circle change ringing. We rang for midnight mass on Christmas 
Eve and for Christmas morning. There was also ringing for the children’s 
service. For New Year we rang either side of midnight, with before having 
the bells half-muffled to mourn the passing of the year.  
 

The New Year heralded the first of our tours - the “Winter Tour”. Visiting 
other churches to ring the bells is a common activity for ringers and the 
majority of towers welcome visitors. This year we decided to travel a bit 
further than usual and visit towers predominantly in West Berkshire start-
ing near the river Thames at Purley, just west of Reading. The tower of 
the Grade II* church is positioned at the west end of the building and 
contains a fine ring of 6 bells. The 15 ringers in our party formed into 
various combinations of 6 (one ringer per bell) until our allotted time had 
expired. We then moved up river to the busy small town of Pangbourne, 
another Grade II* church housing another fine and slightly heavier 6 
bells. Having rung these we travelled the very short distance over the toll 
bridge crossing The Thames (60p each way for a car and passengers) to 
yet another Grade II* church and another fine ring of 6, albeit in a rather 
drafty ringing room. Having rung these and worked up an appetite and 
thirst we headed to our pre-arranged lunch stop at the aptly named pub: 
The Bell at Aldworth. 

The assembled band of ringers taken at Hampstead Norreys 



       29 

 

Keeping up the listed building theme, The Bell is a Grade II listed pub with 
the only Grade II listed interior.in the whole of Berkshire, making the inte-
rior of The Carpenters Arms look positively modern. It has been in the 
ownership of the same family since the 18th century (who are obviously 
not too keen on modern furnishings or fittings, preferring the original well-
made and robust items), and what’s more it has also retained its outside 
gent’s loo – magic!  
 

A very good selection of beers was on offer; however, the food menu was 
essentially hot filled rolls albeit with a vast variety of interesting fillings.  
Having dined we headed to the nearby Grade I listed church housing just 3 
bells. This is a particularly interesting church famous for its 
“Giants” (effigies of the De La Beche family) which fill almost half of the 
floor space. The poet, Laurence Binyon (“They shall grow not old as we 
that are left grow old…”), moved nearby on his retirement in 1933. After 
his death in 1943, his ashes were scattered in the churchyard where there 
is a slate memorial plaque to him. The parents of Emily Tennyson, Lady 
Tennyson née Sellwood, the wife of Alfred, Lord Tennyson, are also buried 
there. In 2025 Marian Faithfull was also buried in the churchyard. 
 

 

 
Some of the “Giants “ pictured at Aldworth 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_Binyon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Tennyson,_Lady_Tennyson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred,_Lord_Tennyson
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Ringing on 3 bells to change ringing is rather limited as there are just 6 
different permutations. However, it is possible to jazz this up a bit by ring-
ing the front work to a very well-known multi-bell method named after a 
17th century ringer – Fabian Stedman. He noted that there are 2 ways of 
ringing the permutations on just 3 bells which rather confusingly are 
known as quick or slow sixes (even though they have the same number of 
changes and take the same amount of time to ring). By another name the 
quick six would be called Plain Hunt on 3 and the slow six would be Re-
verse Plain Hunt on 3. By combining alternate quick and slow sixes the 
front work of Stedman is formed. 
 
 

Quick Six        Slow Six 
123        123 
213       132 
231       312 
321      321 
312       231 
132        213 
123   123 

 
 
If you wish to see the whole method on 3 showing all 36 changes 
(Stedman Singles) then try searching: 
https://fortran.orpheusweb.co.uk/Bells/Diagrams/StedmS.pdf 
 
After Aldworth we headed to another Grade I church at Hampstead Nor-
reys. The tower housed the heaviest ring of 6 for the day, with the heavi-
est bell (tenor weight 11 cwt) about twice the weight of the Shirenewton 
tenor . Thence onto the final ring of the day at the beautiful Grade I 
church at Stanford Dingley. This church held the oldest bell of the day, the 
third bell dated 1448 and cast in the reign of Henry VI. With just 4 bells 
the maximum permutations are only 24 taking less than a minute to ring. 
However, we were able to ring some unusual methods (for us) including 
Double Bob and Double Canterbury Place. Some enthusiastic parishioners 
had come to meet us and ply us with tea, coffee and biscuits – which was 
most welcome. Returning back to South Wales post-tour celebrations were 
held at Lower Lodge, Earlswood, courtesy of Chris and Melissa Jones.  
Overall a great day out. 
 
M.D.Penney.       January 2026 
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DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS 
(Cabinets do not require codes, they are  
unlocked although they have a key pad) 

 
Carpenters Arms (on the Usk road) 
 

Huntsman Hotel (on the Usk road 
 

Recreation Hall (Shirenewton village) 
 

The Tredegar Arms (The Square, 
centre of Shirenewton) 
 

Great House Farm complex (off Old 
Road), Earlswood (north)
[repair.decrease.fussy] 
 

Earlswood Hall (Earlswood) 
 

Shirenewton School 
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Gardening Corner 
 

Happy New Year to you all. Hopefully you had a wonderful time over the 
festive season. You won’t need me to tell you that continuous rain has all 
but stopped any gardening activity outdoors for the last month or more. 
Normally we would have our heads down doing all the weeding, pruning 
and preparing the ground for the coming seasons plantings. Apart from a 
couple of days when we had it really cold and dry, we have all but given 
up outside. On the days I was able, it was a case of secateurs out, and 
give the roses a good, hard prune. I managed to get two thirds of them 
pruned without getting onto the actual flower beds. The rest will have to 
wait until dryer weather hopefully arrives. So long as they are pruned by 
the end of February, they will be fine. The wet weather has also delayed 
the hedge cutting. The majority were cut in November, and would normal-
ly be finished before December is out. Again, there is still time but I prefer 
to have hedges cut before any new growth for the year starts. With wild-
life legislation in place, you really do need to have the job done before the 
birds start nesting. The legislation is really aimed at farmers and the use 
of mechanical tractor mounted flails, and correct timing and practice is 
encouraged by the various farm stewardship schemes (although Wales 
has only recently introduced it’s updated scheme). I’ve noticed that vari-
ous papers etc. have carried articles about gardeners potentially falling 
foul of the same legislation by warning about cutting hedges at the wrong 
time. One thing the UK has always been good at is ‘gold plating’ legisla-
tion, especially that introduced by the EU when we were members. In the 
last ten or more years of my Forestry career, one of my key roles was to 
red through the base legislation and then introduce guidance for staff, 
contractors and managers to ensure that we kept work going, but in com-
pliance with the legislation. I always tried to be pragmatic, and I cannot 
honestly believe that the EU had gardeners in mind when they drafted the 
European Protected Species legislation. This thought reminds me of when 
the EU wanted to introduce a ban on all two stroke engines. That was 
until they were made aware that their proposals would mean all tree 
felling, grass cutting, hedge cutting, etc would all be stopped overnight! 
At the time, the technology was not around for hand held, battery operat-
ed, machines. They had a rethink, and it was just boat owners who felt 
the effects, as all two stroke boat engines were banned and all new en-
gines had to become four-stroke. You can’t make four stroke hedge cut-
ters, chainsaws, or strimmers, as they need to work at all angles, includ-
ing upside down (although that’s not always advisable!). If I want to trim 
hedges when bird’s may have started nesting, or may still have young 
from a second brood, I always steadily walk along a hedge, inspecting it 
closely to try to ensure that there are no active nests. The use of 
handheld tools or machinery is not intrusive when trimming hedges, and 
any birds will soon return to their nests once you have passed. On the 
same lines I do try not to get wound up when I see some activities being 
carried out which are meant to be compliant with the various legislation. 
Anyone travelling from Monmouth to Ross on Wye will know about the 
long delays there have been due to a landslide that happened what seems  
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like years ago! The Local Authority and 
Highways Agency used the excuse that 
the required works couldn’t be carried 
out last summer because Dormice were 
present on site. Instead, they chose to 
carry it out this winter. Which seems to 
be completely ludicrous to me. In the 
summer Dormice are at their most active. 
By starting in the middle, or one end and 
working in one direction, any self-
respecting Dormouse will simply move 
away to quieter ground. By carrying the 
work out in the winter, all Dormice will 
usually be in a state of torpor 
(hibernation), and in no state to move 
anywhere. I wonder which operation 
proved the most damaging to Dormice 
numbers? 
 

Back to gardening! The garlic, shallots 
and pickling onions that I planted in pots 
well before Christmas, have now all shot 
out and appear to be growing well. Cor-
rect watering is essential, as too much 

will simply mean the plants rot off. I also planted some broad beans in 
pots just before Christmas. It was a bit late really for an early crop, but all 
seeds have germinated well, without any heat other than that generated 
by the greenhouse. All of the above will be the first plants to be planted 
out, once the worst of the winter has passed. They are all pretty hardy 
and will withstand all but the hardest frost. I never did get around to sow-
ing any early sweet peas, but this will be my next job. Again, I don’t in-
tend to use any artificial heat. It is noticeable that the sun is already get-
ting higher, and the sun, assuming we ever see it again, soon heats the 
greenhouses. My next job is to get some early potatoes into pots, which 
will be covered with horticultural fleece when a cold night is due. Once 
they are shooting out well, they will be transferred into a tunnel to pro-
vide a really early crop, often the beginning of May if the weather is 
warm. At the same time, I will sow some greens such as calabrese, and 
might also get the first salad crops like tomatoes and peppers sown as 
well, but these will be placed in a small electric propagator, for extra 
warmth and protection. Hopefully, by the time the next Newsletter is due, 
the rain will have stopped, the sun will have come out and we gardeners 
will be feeling a little more positive! We have our first daffodil showing 
colour, and this will definitely be in colour well before St David’s day, 
which was always the usual day our first “daffy” came into bloom. For 
now, we will try and visit some of the very good snowdrop gardens that 
we have around us, in an effort to ‘get in the gardening mood’. 
 

As usual, happy gardening until next time, Steve and Felicity Hunt. 
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WI CHRISTMAS MEAL IN THE TREDEGAR ARMS 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Monday 2nd    Shirenewton Community Council meeting 
7.00 p.m.   Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Wednesday 11th   Shirenewton History Society Archive meeting 
2.00 p.m.   Shirenewton Church Room 
 

Thursday 12th   WI—The Older People’s Champion for Wales 
7.15 p.m.   Shirenewton Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 15th    Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Wednesday 18th   Ash Wednesday Reflective Service of Ashing 
10.00 a.m.   St Arvans Church, St Arvans 
Wednesday 18th   Ash Wednesday Reflective Service of Ashing 
10.00 a.m.   St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
Wednesday 18th   Ash Wednesday Reflective Service of Ashing 
7.00 p.m.   St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Sunday 22nd   Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Wednesday 25th   Shirenewton History Society Archive meeting 
2.00 p.m.   Shirenewton Church Room 
 
MARCH 
 

Sunday 1st    Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Saturday 7th   Ready Steady  Go—sale of pre-loved stuff 
2.00 p.m.   Recreation Hall 
 

Sunday 8th    Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Wednesday 11th   Shirenewton History Society Archive meeting 
2.00 p.m.   Shirenewton Church Room 
 

Saturday 14th   Sea Shanties 
    Earlswood and Newchurch West Memorial Hall 
 

Sunday 15th    Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Saturday 21st   Chepstow Choral Society Concert 
7.30 p.m.    St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow 
 

Sunday 22nd   Explaining the Name of God 
7.00—8.30 p.m.  St Christopher’s Church, Bulwark 
 

Tuesday 31st   SLHS Alfred Russell Wallace by Prof David Collard 
2.00 p.m.    Shirenewton Church Room 
 

severnwyema.co.uk 
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FAIRTRADE NEWS JANUARY 2026 

 

How much do you really know about coffee? 
 

More than a billion people drink coffee every day.  It’s 
one of the most traded commodities globally.  125 million 
workers are dependant on the industry.  The market is 
extremely volatile for many reasons: weather 
(increasingly unpredictable and extreme because of cli-
mate change) disease (again much more of a threat be-
cause of climate change), and speculators exploiting the 
instability of the price of the product on stock markets.  
Massive fortunes can be made.  But as ever the workers growing and pro-
ducing the coffee see little of these huge profits.  And much of the more 
lucrative processing is done elsewhere by powerful multi-national corpora-
tions.   
 

There are approximately 870,000 farmers involved in Fairtrade production.  
A very significant number.  As usual this means that there is a set mini-
mum price (of course the price can go up, just not down below the mini-
mum price) and the farmers receive a small extra premium which they can 
choose to use eg for community development, and they receive advice for 
improving the quality of their soil and their trees and for coping with cli-
mate change. 
 

Ironically coffee trees were historically shade grown in the forest, with no 
need for fertilisers but during the great Green Revolution (!) of the 70s 
and 80s the US Agency for International Development gave $80 million to 
plantations in Latin America for a general shift to industrialised agriculture.  
The yields went up initially as the forests were cleared, with the help of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides.  Of the 50 countries with the highest 
rates of deforestation from 1990-1995, 37 were coffee producers.  But 
now shade grown coffee is growing in popularity as producers see the 
benefits and consumers understand the value of organic coffee. 
 

Coffee shops are now ubiquitous.  But I would urge you to consider the 
provenance of the coffee they sell and the ethics of their business practic-
es : Starbucks are fighting hard (and in my view dirty!) against unionisa-
tion, Café Nero (and others) seem to pay little or no tax here, through 
opaque off-shore arrangements.  Generally B Corp status is a good indica-
tor of sound ethical principles but I was discombobulated to read that 
Nespresso is a B corp – and I’ve spent 30+ years agitating about Nestle’s 
aggressive marketing of baby formula in poorer countries (+ criticisms of 
child labour and price fixing) but I read that they ‘have high standards in 
specific areas’ – oh well it’s a start I suppose!!! 
 

Many companies have their own environmental credentials, electing not to 
be subject to the rigours of acquiring the Fairtrade mark.  In my mind 
sticking a picture of a frog or a tree on a product might not actually mean 
much.  The Fairtrade mark is a guarantee of good practice.  Do look out 
for it! 
 
Marion McAdam 641316  msm316@gmail.com 
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STARGAZING 
 
The constellation of Orion the Hunter lies directly to 
the South in the evening. Four bright stars represent 
his shoulders and legs whilst a further three form his 
belt. The reddish star at the top left is called Betelgeuse and is one 
of the larger stars that can be seen. It is a red super-giant star and 
is destined to blow up as a supernova. If it were to explode today, it 
would become as bright as the Moon. The bright white star at lower 
right is called Rigel and is a blue super-giant. This is an extremely 
powerful star but at great distance, and is at least 60,000 times 
more luminous than the Sun.  
 
Most bright stars have Arabic names. Very old star names originated 
among people who lived in the Arabian Peninsula more than a thou-
sand years ago. Some are later Arabic translations of ancient Greek 
names. Betelgeuse is an Arabic name meaning the “hand of Orion” 
whilst Rigel translates as the "Foot of the Central One". 
 

In the evening, the bright planet Jupiter lies above and to the left of Orion. 
The Moon is close to Jupiter on 26th February. 
 

NASA has some beautiful images relating to astronomy on the inter-
net at apod.nasa.gov/apod/. 
 

December in Shirenewton 
 

That’s December of last year. No, I’m not planning already for next 
December. That would be ridiculous.  
Thank you to everyone who came along to the Advent Fair in the 
Church Room. So many people came that we ran out of mincemeat, mar-
malade and lemon curd. (Note to self) But we were able to send 
£794:45 to Medicins sans Frontiers which was an amazing result.  
Then Carols around the Village Christmas Tree. Thank you to the Chep-
stow Town Band for  accompanying and encouraging our enthusiastic 
lusty singing. We raised £319:45 for St Davids Hospice and Ty Hafan. 
(More carol sheets needed for next year) 
And finally, where would we be without ‘Walking to Bethlehem’ on 
Christmas Eve? Well, we’d be walking from the church to my garage to 
see Mary and Joseph, the Baby Jesus and two very well behaved don-
keys. Thank you to Avis for bringing along Apple and Blackberry. And 
thanks to your generosity we were able to send £97:66 to The Chil-
dren’s Society. And we apologise for not having enough Christingles. 
(Order more oranges for next year) 
    Planning already? No! Not me.  

 Glynis and Jane 



 
      46 

 

 



       47 

 



 
      48 

 



       49 

 

 
 



 
      50 

 

 

  Severn Wye Bible Study Group 
 

We are a small group of Christians enjoying a warm and nurturing 
fellowship together.  We read scripture and talk about what it 
means and how we can apply it to our daily lives. We are learning 
together and  there is no such thing as a silly question. If you're 
even a tiny bit curious, come along.  Give it a go....you may love it 
as we do!!!! 
 

Where: Shirenewton Church Room 
When: 14.45 Tuesday afternoons 
Why: Because it's encouraging, uplifting and good for the soul. 
 

NEW ADVERTISING RATES TO ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

CONTACT Bill Clark: 01291 641783; parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The editor reserves the right to print free content and free advertisements 

in black and white and at the size the page layout requires 

New Advertising Rates for Commercial organisations with effect 

from 1st September 2025 

12 months 10 issues 

Quarter Page £65 

Half Page £120 

Full page £400 

Advertising Rates for Commercial Organisations that support the 

Church and the local community 

12 months 10 issues 

Quarter Page £65 

Half Page £120 

Full page £200 

Advertising for Local and Charity organisations is free. 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
 

Severn Wye Ministry Area    severnwyema.co.uk  
Ministry Area Leader   Zoe and Barney Pimentel  07754 306229 
    severn.wye.MAL@gmail.com 
Team Vicar   Fr Michael Gollop  01291 622 064 
  frmichaelgollop1@gmail.com  
Team Vicar   Reverend Philip Averay  01291 620980 
    revphilipaveray@gmail.com 
Associate Priest   Reverend John Waters  07836 585 250 
Ministry Area Leader’s Warden Ros Downes 
Ministry Area People’s Warden David Carne  david-carne@outlook.com  07887 853479 
Ministry Area Lay Co-Chair Hilary Hillier 
Ministry Area Treasurer  Kevin Higgs 
     

Church of St Thomas à Becket, Shirenewton 
Lay Eucharistic Minister  Gilly Lambert   07821 725 690 
Church Warden Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
Church Warden Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
LCC Secretary John Montague   01291 329 481 
 jmontyvet@hotmail.co.uk 
LCC Treasurer  Graham Lambert  01291 641 175 
LCC Members  Janet Horton   01291 641 783 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
  Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
  Sally Saysell   01291 641 369  
 John Burrows   01291 641 845 
 Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641525 
Organists  Karen Millar   01291 650 521 
  James Leney   01291 641 271 
Tower Captain  Mike Penney   01291 650 653 
Saysell Centre Booking  Will Smith-Haddon  07977 281 147  
    churchroombooking27@gmail.com 
Safeguarding Officer  Andrew Baker   01291 641 925 
Church Flowers  Maureen Moody   01291 641 524 
Parish Magazine Editor  Bill Clark   01291 641 783 
Parish magazine distribution Jane Smith-Haddon  01291 641 525 
200 Club  Aileen Doggett    01291 641 459 
 
 

Ministry Area Council Representative  
    Wendy Montague  01291 329 481 
    

MP/Monmouth CC & Community Council Representatives (as at October 2025)   
 

Shirenewton Community Council  
Clerk: Jan McLagan     shirenewtoncc@gmail.com 
 

Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Ward 
Philip Butterworth (Chair)  01291 641704 philip.b@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Catherine Martin (Vice Chair)  01291 329610 cathie.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Gary Mitchell    07979 913555 gary.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Sophie Todd    07766 524709 sophie.t@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Vacancy 
 

Earlswood and Newchurch Ward 
Ian Martin    07467 176977 ian.m@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
Geoff Todd    07855 301806 geoff.t@shirenewtoncc.org.uk 
    

MCC for Shirenewton 
Louise Brown    07598 979719 louisebrown@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
 

Member of Parliament 
Catherine Ann Fookes      catherine.fookes.mp@parliament.uk 
 

Member of the Senedd 
Peter Fox MS      Peter.Fox@senedd.wales  
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Police and SPCO Contacts 
 
In an emergency    999; 
To report an incident to the Police 111  
To contact the Local SPCO   Toby Wall email:Toby.Wall@gwent.police.uk 
     
 
Other Local Organisations 
Beavers      Julie Hitchcock   01291 650548  
Church Fete   John Burrows   shirenewtonfete@gmail.com 
Earlswood Hope     Mr Raymond Jeremiah  01291 641726 
Earlswood & Newchurch West Memorial Hall    
Chairman    Becca Allen 07889762840 chair@earlnew.com 
Treasurer   Geoff Todd 07855301806 treasurer@earlnew.com 
 
Earlswood Valley Methodist Chapel    
    The Reverend Gordon Gresswell 07570992890  
 
Gaerllwyd Baptist     Mrs E Remnant  Brooklands, Usk Road NP16 6SA 
Recreation Association    Beverly Lyndsay   07798 780971  
    beverlylindsay@btinternet.com 
Recreation Hall booking Beryl Saysell       01291 641637  saysellberyl@gmail.com 
St Peters Church Newchurch    

    Enid Heritage     01291 622708 
    enidheritage@gmail.com 

 
Shirenewton Local History Society   

    Dorothy Brabon  01291 641376        
    brabonnl@hotmail.com 
 
Gwent Wildlife Trust Shirenewton and Mynyddbach Meadows  

(previously SAMFAL)   01600 740600  
 
 
Shirenewton Play Group    Beverly Lindsay     Shirenewtonplay-
group@gmail.com 
Shirenewton Primary School  
    Mr Nick Penn, Head Teacher 01291 641774 
    shirenewtonprimary@monmouthshire.gov.uk 
Shirenewton Toddler Group Sarah Parker   07971 783434 
 
 
Shirenewton Tennis Association    
    Andy Orrell  shirenewtontennis@gmail.com 
 
Fairtrade      Marion McAdam     01291 641316    
msm316@gmail.com 
 
Womens Institute (WI)   Angela Gray (President)      
    angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com  
    Jane Butterworth (Secretary)    01291 641704. 
 
If you know of any changes or omissions please contact the Editor Bill Clark  
Telephone 01291 641783 or email parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

mailto:email%3AToby.Wall@gwent.police.uk
mailto:angela.deepwier@btopenworld.com
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SHIRENEWTON PARISH MAGAZINE 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 

 

Published: by The Church of St. Thomas à Becket Shirenewton 

Editor: Bill Clark 01291 641783 email: parishmagshirenewton@gmail.com 

The cost of the Magazine is £1.50 per issue/10 issues for £14.  

Copies are delivered free by local distributors to those who have pre-paid. 

Monthly copies are available at the Church. 

Previous editions of the magazine are available online on the Church 

website at www.shirenewtonchurch.info.     
 

To order your regular copy, contact Jane Smith-Haddon 

01291 641525/07816 233554  dolly.shirenewton@gmail.com  

The editor reserves the right to print free content and  

free advertisements in black and white and at a size to fit the 

pagination of the magazine.  
 

Editorial policy is to print what you provide, space and technology  

permitting.  The views expressed are those of the contributor. 
 

Preferred Document format is an MS Word document attached 

to an email.  Preferred Advert and Photograph format is JPEG 

attached to an email 

 

Deadlines for the 2026 issues are 9:00 a.m. on: 
 

Monday 23rd February for the March issue 

Monday 23rd March for the April issue 

Monday 27th April for the May issue 

Monday 25th May for the June issue 

Monday 22nd June for the July/August issue 
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